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Cargo carriers exit Kathmandu Valley via the Kanti Lokpath, an alternative route connecting the Capital, after the arterial road, Prithvi Highway, was severed by the Trishuli floods two weeks ago.

Proposed legal changes raise tears of political
interference in Nepal Rastra Bank

Revisions in the existing law could undermine central bank's independence and policy continuity, former governors warn.

O YAGYA BANJADE
KATHMANDU, SEPT 13

Nepal’s central bank governors have
faced political pressure several times
before. They, however, have found pro-
tection in the courts.

In April 2022, then Nepal Rastra
Bank Governor Maha Prasad
Adhikari was suspended by the
Cabinet after resisting government
intervention. He challenged the
decision in the Supreme Court and
returned to office after the court ruled
in his favour. He went on to complete
his five-year term.

The case was not the first time
Nepal’s judiciary had intervened to
protect the autonomy of the central
bank. In 2000, the government
removed then governor Tilak Rawal
and appointed Dipendra Purush
Dhakal in his place. Rawal challenged
the decision, and nine months later
the top court ordered his reinstate-
ment. Rawal said the court took
seriously the government’s attempt to
change the leadership of a sensitive
institution without following due pro-
cess. The episode was among the
developments that led to the Nepal
Rastra Bank Act 2002, which strength-
ened the legal basis for the central
bank’s autonomy.

“That is why the 2002 Act was intro-

duced to make the central bank inde-
pendent,” Rawal said.

“Because of the Nepal Rastra Bank
Act 2002, all governors have been able
to complete their terms.”

Yubaraj Khatiwada, who served as
governor through four governments,
also faced pressure from both the
government and the anti-graft body
during his five-year tenure. Yet he
could not be removed before complet-
ing his term. The protection offered by
the law could now be weakened.

v

ubaraj Khatiwada says

the government may

be uneasy with a stable

leadership at the NRB.
_

The parliamentary Finance
Committee has proposed amendments
to several provisions of the Nepal
Rastra Bank Act, including the tenure
of the governor and directors, eligibil-
ity for the top central bank post, the
government’s power to issue direc-
tives to the bank and the timing of
monetary policy announcements.

The draft bill has proposed a slew
of changes and it has raised concerns

among experts, who say the amend-
ments could weaken its independence
and leave its leadership more exposed
to political interference. The most
contentious proposal is to reduce the
governor’s tenure from five years to
three, while allowing the Cabinet to
extend it by another two years based
on performance.

Former finance minister and for-
mer governor Yubaraj Khatiwada said
the change could make the central
bank’s leadership unstable.

“Why should the tenure of the gov-
ernor and directors be shortened?”
Khatiwada said. “It seems the issue
has come up because the government
is uncomfortable with stable leader-
ship at the central bank. We should not
put Nepal Rastra Bank in the hands of
short-term and unstable leadership.”

Under the committee’s proposal, the
governor, deputy governors and three
independent directors would initially
serve three-year terms. The Cabinet
could then decide whether to extend
their tenure by two years.

Khatiwada said the existing five-
year term was intended to provide
continuity in monetary policy and
allow the governor to operate inde-
pendently. A governor can already be
removed under existing law for mis-
conduct, he said, making it unneces-
sary to introduce a shorter term with

a discretionary extension.

“The two-year extension provision
appears to bring the central bank
under the government’s control by
another route,” he said. “The issue is
the stability of the central bank’s
overall leadership. The governor’s
term was set at five years to ensure
policy continuity and make monetary
policy predictable.”

Former finance minister and law-
maker Barshaman Pun also opposed
the proposed change.

“A fixed five- or six-year term is
appropriate because it gives the
executive the opportunity to work
independently,” Pun said. “Allowing a
two-year extension appears to give the
executive power to influence how the
central bank is run.”

Former governor Bijaya Nath
Bhattarai went further, arguing that
the proposed system could allow suc-
cessive governments to influence who
remains in charge of the central bank.

“It is a policy of preventing some-
one they do not like from remaining
governor for long and appointing their
own people,” Bhattarai said.

“The three-year term followed by a
possible two-year extension is a tool
for telling the governor, ‘We are your
bosses. Your tenure will be extended
only if we are satisfied with you.””

>> Continued on page 2

Price surge and LPG
shortage put Nepal’s
capital in a squeeze

Consumers in Kathmandu Valley are cutting back on food
and festive preparations as supply disruptions and rising
transport costs push up the prices of daily essentials.

O KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, SEPT 13

Shanti Belbase, 53, was planning to
make selroti for dar, a heavy meal
eaten by women in preparation for
fasting during the Haritalika Teej fes-
tival, for her three younger sisters,
which began on Sunday.

But when she visited the market
last week, she was perplexed.

“The prices of all commodities
needed to make selroti, such as rice
flour, sugar, edible oil and spices, have
increased,” she said. “Everything is
super expensive.”

She dropped the idea of preparing
selroti, a traditional Nepali rice-based
fried bread round in shape.

The price of a 20kg sack of jeera
masino rice has reached Rs2,700, an
increase of Rs500 per sack.

A litre of sunflower oil now costs
Rs300, up Rs60 within two weeks.

The price of sugar has crossed
Rs140 per kg, from Rs100. These are
only a few examples, but consumers in
Kathmandu Valley say they are bear-
ing the brunt of price hikes reminis-
cent of a decade ago, when an unoffi-
cial Indian blockade disrupted daily
life across Nepal.

“Above all, there is an acute shortage
of cooking gas,” said Belbase, a house-
wife who lives in Chapagaun, Lalitpur.
Belbase has cut her kitchen menu and
stopped preparing festive dishes.

“I didn’t invite guests either this
year for Teej.”

In Nepal, price hikes or inflation
mean hardship for a large section of
society. Rising prices can lead to social
and economic instability by worsen-
ing the living conditions of people
with limited incomes, particularly the
poor and middle class, who are forced
to compromise on their diets.

Amrit Thapa is a private car driver
who lives in a rented house in
Balkumari. He did not buy rice in a
sack last week and instead bought a
few Kilos at a time. He earns Rs20,000
per month.

“My income almost vanished with-
in two weeks,” he said.

“Daily household essentials, chil-
dren’s school fees and rent—it’s really
very expensive to live in Kathmandu.”

Thapa said he borrowed money
from friends to buy food for the
festivities.

He has returned to using a kerosene
stove after the cooking gas shortage
persisted for the last three weeks. He
said he has not bought fruits or meat
since then.

Like Belbase and Thapa, consumers
across Kathmandu Valley have been
hit hard. Prices of many commodities
were already rising following the war
in West Asia, which pushed up fuel
prices and eventually increased the
prices of almost every commodity.

The price hikes and shortage of
cooking gas have worsened since the
August 26 devastating flash flood in

Rasuwa damaged a section of the
Prithvi Highway, severely affecting
cargo transport to Kathmandu Valley,
the country’s business hub.

According to the Nepal Retail
Traders Association, the price of mus-
tard oil has reached Rs460 per litre
from Rs410 a month ago. Sunflower oil
has crossed Rs295 per litre from Rs245.
Black lentils have increased to Rs200
per kg from Rs180. Turmeric has risen
to Rs525 per kg from Rs450.

The wholesale prices of most vege-
tables—including tomato, potato,
onion, cabbage, cauliflower, French
beans, bitter gourd, pointed gourd and
pumpkin—have also gone up within a
month, according to the Kalimati
Fruits and Vegetable Market

Development Board.

POST PHOTO
LP gas shortage in Kathmandu has been
worsened by the Prithvi Highway disruption.

Price hikes or inflation
mean hardship for a
large section of society.

The wholesale price of Nepali toma-
toes has increased by 15.38 percent to
Rs75 per kg. In retail, they cost Rs120
per kg. Potato prices have surged 7
percent to Rs53.50 per kg, while sword
beans have increased by 13.33 percent
to Rs85. The retail price of sword
beans is around Rs130 per kg.

The wholesale price of bitter gourd
has climbed 44.44 percent to Rs65 per
kg, while in retail it trades at around
Rs100 per kg. The wholesale price of
Fuji apples has climbed 29.31 percent
to Rs375 per kg. In retail, they cost
Rs450 per kg.

The retail price of mutton, which
was hovering around Rs1,300 per kg,
has reached Rs1,700. The price has
increased by nearly Rs400 amid severe
bird flu cases reported in the Valley
and other districts in July.

The price of a large egg now stands
at Rs25 per piece in retail markets, up
from Rs22.

>> Continued on page 2

O BIKEN K DAWADI
KATHMANDU, SEPT 13

Ten days before Nepal’s Prime
Minister Balendra Shah addresses the
United Nations General Assembly in
New York, there is much curiosity
around how the young leader will
frame Nepal’s climate vulnerabilities.

Amid mounting economic pres-
sures and the heavy toll of recent
Bhotekoshi floods, Shah’s upcoming
address is expected to present a fierce
international demand for climate jus-
tice, adaptation financing and equita-
ble accountability.

The Bhotekoshi catastrophe has
also renewed a longstanding question
for Nepali diplomacy: How can a
country with limited influence
make its concerns heard in an inter-
national system largely shaped by
powerful states?

Nepal has been raising the climate
justice issue for years, arguing that
countries that have contributed little
to global emissions should not bear a
disproportionate share of the conse-
quences. But that appeal has largely
been ignored, or so it seems.

In this context, the Post recently
asked eight Kkey voices—veteran

What should Balendra Shah tell the world in New York?

Ahead of the prime minister’s first UN General Assembly address, experts, leaders and activists share how Nepal should pitch its climate crisis to the world.

diplomats, political leaders, climate
experts, activists and writers—what
Prime Minister Shah must tell
world leaders.

Several of them say Shah should go
beyond recounting the devastation
and use it to demand practical meas-
ures, from stronger early-warning sys-
tems and scientific cooperation to
dependable financing for recovery and
resilient infrastructure.

Their answers vary widely, from
regional early-warning cooperation
and climate finance to UN reform,
strategic autonomy and a more
assertive voice from the developing
countries. Taken together, they offer a
map of the arguments Nepal could
take to the world stage.

Former UN assistant secretary-gen-
eral Kul Chandra Gautam, for
one, has called for Nepal, India and
China to establish a Himalayan
climate-resilience mechanism to
share data, improve early warnings
and coordinate assistance when disas-
ters strike.

Former prime minister Baburam
Bhattarai, meanwhile, argues
that Shah should challenge an interna-
tional order in which powerful coun-
tries exercise disproportionate influ-
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Prime Minister Balendra Shah addresses Parliament in this recent photo.

ence, while making a case for greater
representation of poorer nations.
Others say Nepal should resist
being drawn into geopolitical camps
and instead pursue strategic autono-
my, grounded in sovereignty, interna-
tional law and national interest.

Nepal has estimated
that $4.7 billion will be
required for recovery
and rehabilitation
after the floods.

_

There is also a question of tone.
Shah’s political appeal has been built
partly on a rejection of conventional
political language.

Gopal Bahadur Thapa, veteran
diplomat and former foreign ministry
chief of protocol, argues that
his UN address should reflect that
identity, using simple language and
striking facts rather than diplomatic
formulas. The recent floods, with its
missing and dead, could provide the

emotional centre of such a speech,
Thapa says, but the address would
need to move quickly from tragedy to
proposals.

To be sure, a powerful speech can
attract international attention, but
attention does not automatically
translate into funding, technology,
institutional reform or regional
cooperation. Nepal has estimated that
as much as $4.7 billion (or Rs723
billion) will be required for recovery
and rehabilitation after the floods.

Of this, infrastructure accounts
for the largest share of the estimated
recovery bill, at Rs473.57 billion, or
65 percent.

The value of Shah’s visit will ulti-
mately depend on what follows the
address, including the alliances he
builds and the commitments he
secures on the sidelines of the General
Assembly.

His first appearance at the General
Assembly is therefore both a diplomat-
ic opportunity and a test of political
maturity. He can present Nepal as a
country seeking sympathy—or as one
offering concrete ideas while demand-
ing greater fairness from the interna-
tional system.

>> Continued on page 3
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The Nepal Rastra Bank central office at Baluwatar in Kathmandu.

>> Continued from page 1

If the intention is to strengthen the
central bank, the focus should instead
be on making the governor selection
process more transparent and
strengthening eligibility require-
ments, Bhattarai said.

“Let us make a law that prevents the
appointment of political leaders, close
associates or relatives,” he said. “Let
us make the selection process trans-
parent and credible, and allow a gover-
nor selected on merit to work without
fear for at least five years.”

Former governor Chiranjibi Nepal
similarly said the proposed shorter
tenure appeared aimed at making it
easier for governments to influence
the central bank.

“The average tenure of central
bank governors in many countries is
around three to five years, although it
varies,” Nepal said. “In Nepal, govern-
ments change frequently, while a gov-
ernor can currently remain for five
years. This appears to be an attempt to
remove a governor appointed by a
previous government.”

Finance Committee chair Krishna
Hari Budhathoki defended the
change, saying the aim was to link
tenure to performance rather than
weaken the central bank.

“We have introduced a three-plus-
two system by linking the tenure of
the governor and directors with per-
formance,” Budhathoki said. “If a
governor or director is performing
well, there should be no obstacle to
extending the tenure by two years. If
someone is not performing well, they
should not simply remain in office.”

The committee has also retained
a provision allowing the government
to issue directives to Nepal Rastra
Bank on monetary, banking and finan-
cial matters.

The provision is not new. Section
106(c) of the Nepal Rastra Bank Act
2002 allows the government to issue
directives to the central bank on cur-
rency, banking and financial matters.
The provision was added through an
amendment to the Act in 2016.

Nepal Rastra Bank had proposed
removing it from the revised bill,
arguing that it could undermine the
bank’s autonomy.

Former governor Bhattarai said
retaining the provision would leave
the central bank vulnerable to govern-
ment pressure.

“If the government can issue direc-
tives and the central bank has to fol-
low them, while its governor’s tenure
can also be shortened, how can the
institution be autonomous?” he said.

Nepal said governments in develop-
ing countries often seek greater influ-
ence over central banks, whereas
institutions in advanced economies
tend to have stronger safeguards for
independence.

Khatiwada took a more measured
view, saying the provision itself was
not necessarily problematic as long as
it was used appropriately. The inten-
tion, he said, was to ensure that fiscal
policy and political programmes did not
improperly dictate monetary policy.

The bill also changes eligibility
requirements for the governor and
directors. Candidates would need a
postgraduate degree or equivalent
qualification in fields including eco-
nomics, monetary affairs, banking,
finance, statistics, public administra-
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tion, commerce, management, com-
mercial law or accounting. They
would also need at least four years
of experience at a senior level in
government, banking, academia or
international economic and financial
institutions.

The committee expanded the fields
that qualify under the provision but
retained the existing four-year experi-
ence requirement. Some lawmakers
had proposed increasing the required
experience to 10 years.

Another change would allow a serv-
ing commercial bank executive to
become governor after a two-year cool-
ing-off. The revised provision explicit-
ly bars serving officials of banks and
financial institutions, as well as chief
executives who have left such posi-
tions but have not completed two
years since leaving office.

The committee has also proposed
reducing the shareholding threshold
for eligibility. Anyone holding more
than 0.5 percent of shares in a bank or
financial institution would be barred
from becoming governor, deputy gov-
ernor or director. The current thresh-
old is 5 percent.

The timing of monetary policy is
also set to change. The committee has
proposed that the central bank issue
monetary policy on the first day of
each fiscal year.

Former governor Nepal said the
proposal was linked to the relation-
ship between the annual budget and
monetary policy, with the latter
expected to support the government’s
budgetary objectives.

But he warned that fixing a statuto-
ry date could create problems if the
annual budget is delayed, as has hap-
pened in Nepal.

“In a politically unstable country
like Nepal, if the budget cannot be
presented on Republic Day [Jestha 15]
and the delay continues, the question
becomes whether the monetary policy
should be issued on a prescribed
date,” Nepal said.

Senior Nepal Rastra Bank officials
have also expressed concern that the
amendments could weaken the insti-
tution’s ability to operate inde-
pendently. They consider the proposed
changes to the governor’s tenure and
the government’s power to issue direc-
tives particularly sensitive.

According to the officials, shorten-
ing the governor’s tenure could ulti-
mately divert the central bank from
its core mandate.

The wider debate is also raising
questions about why the Act is being
amended in the first place.

Central bank officials say the origi-
nal revision was driven mainly by
three issues, including commitments
made to the International Monetary
Fund after Nepal came under pressure
on its foreign exchange reserves dur-
ing the Covid-19 pandemic.

As part of the IMF’s Extended
Credit Facility, Nepal agreed to amend
provisions under which the finance
secretary sits on the central bank’s
board and the government can issue
directives to Nepal Rastra Bank.

The finance minister and governor
agreed to those conditions as part of
the loan arrangement.

The central bank therefore pre-
pared a draft amendment focussed on
three areas: removing the finance sec-
retary from the board, removing the
government’s power to issue direc-
tives, and expanding the legal defini-
tion of money to include a central
bank digital currency.

But by the time the draft moved
through the finance and law minis-
tries, the House of Representatives
and eventually the parliamentary
Finance Committee, several addition-
al issues had been introduced, accord-
ing to central bank officials.

The two IMF-related provisions
remain unchanged.

The proposal to remove the finance
secretary from the central bank’s
board was dropped after Finance
Minister Swarnim Wagle objected to
it, according to the officials.

Diversion sends traffic surging along

the narrow Tribhuvan Highway

Thousands of vehicles unable to use Prithvi Highway overwhelm the winding road, turning trips into grueling journeys.

O PRATAP BISTA
HETAUDA, SEPT 13

Mankumari Lama and her two sons
boarded a Kathmandu-bound bus
from Hetauda Buspark at 5pm on
Thursday. Expecting a routine journey;,
they did not reach their destination
until 10am the next morning. It took
them a gruelling 15 hours to reach
Kalanki in Kathmandu. The bus crept
along the Tribhuvan Highway, navigat-
ing heavy traffic of freight trucks and
long-distance passenger vehicles.

The route presented severe opera-
tional hazards. Long-haul trucks and
oversized buses were repeatedly
forced to reverse on hairpin bends
to negotiate sharp turns. By the time
Lama’s bus reached Simbhanjyang in
Thaha Municipality—after passing the
treacherous Barhaghumti, Chuniya
and Suryamod—it was already 11pm.

Lama’s hopes of an easy journey to
Kathmandu were shattered before
the bus reached Tistung Deurali in
Ward 11 of Thaha Municipality.
Traffic came to a complete halt. At
Aapchaur, a heavy container truck
had veered off the road and was left
stuck over the edge. The vehicle
blocked the narrow road.

“We spent the entire night trapped
inside the bus without food or water,”
said Lama, recounting the ordeal.
“The bus was stuck in a forest area on
both sides. There were no shops, hous-
es or vendors nearby where we could
even buy drinking water.”

According to Govinda Bhandari,
inspector at the Area Police Office in
Palung, the blockade lasted for 11
hours. Authorities had to deploy
heavy cranes and bulldozers to safely
pull the container back onto the road
before traffic could resume.

However, the container accident
was not the sole reason for the wider
delays. Due to the high volume of traf-
fic on the ageing and fragile highway;,
the typical journey from Hetauda to
Kathmandu via the Tribhuvan
Highway now takes at least 10 hours
for passenger buses and cargo trucks.

“Somewhere there is traffic conges-
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Nepal’s oldest highway, Tribhuvan Rajpath, is still narrow and unsuitable for large vehicles due to its hairpin bends.

tion, somewhere vehicles are stuck
because they cannot clear sharp turns
without reversing, and elsewhere
tyres get trapped in roadside drainage
ditches,” said Sher Bahadur
Budhathoki, a night-bus driver.

“Truck and tanker drivers simply
cook their meals by the roadside
during long blockades. But for passen-
ger bus commuters, the situation
becomes miserable.”

Police Inspector Bhandari noted
that the lack of hotels, eateries and
basic facilities along major stretches
of the Tribhuvan Highway aggravates
the plight of passengers during pro-
longed gridlocks.

The sudden surge in vehicular
traffic follows a catastrophic landslide
at Krishnabhir in Dhading, which has
completely closed the Prithvi
Highway—Kathmandu’s primary life-
line—for the past two weeks. The
diversion has funnelled thousands of
capital-bound vehicles onto alterna-
tive routes, including the Tribhuvan
Highway, Kanti Lokpath and the
Hetauda-Bhimphedi-Kulekhani
shortcut through Phakhel and Sisneri.

As the country’s oldest highway, the
Tribhuvan Highway is bearing the
brunt of heavy freight traffic.

Drivers report that operating
12-wheeler multi-axle trucks and large
buses on the narrow corridor is excep-
tionally challenging.

“At many bends, the turning radius
is insufficient, requiring us to reverse
continuously to align the vehicle,”
said Hareram Karki, a driver of a
12-wheeler freight truck.

“With steep ascents, narrow turn-
ing points and continuous winding
roads, travelling from Hetauda to
Kathmandu currently takes anywhere
between 10 and 15 hours.”

Karki added that drivers unfamiliar
with the Tribhuvan Highway face
severe difficulties, leading to frequent
mechanical breakdowns that leave
disabled vehicles stranded along the
highway shoulders.

On Saturday, the highway was
blocked for three hours from 6am after
a bus broke down at Barhaghumti
along the Tribhuvan Highway.

The highway stretches 132 Kkilo-
metres from Hetauda to the Thankot

entry point to Kathmandu. The
unprecedented congestion on the nar-
row road has caused frequent acci-
dents and severe gridlocks.

Yadav Subedi, engineer and spokes-
person for the Division Road Office
in Hetauda, highlighted the historic
nature of the crisis.

“This highway, which typically sees
only 50 to 60 vehicles a day, is currently
handling over 6,000 heavy freight trucks
and passenger buses daily,” said Subedi.
“The high volume of heavy traffic on
such a narrow road structure is causing
immense pressure.”

Superintendent Shyam Bahadur
KC of the District Police Office,
Makawanpur confirmed that around
6,000 cargo and passenger vehicles are
using the Tribhuvan Highway daily to
enter the Capital.

The District Administration Office,
Makawanpur has routed heavy trucks
and buses with more than 14 seats via
the Tribhuvan Highway, directing
smaller vehicles through the
Bhimphedi-Kulekhani road and
instructing empty returning vehicles
to use the Kanti Lokpath.

Nepalis cut back on food as ‘hyperintlation” bites

A test passage of LP Gas bullets through a track cut above Krishnabhir after the Prithvi Highway stretch was swept in Trishuli river floods on August 30.

>> Continued from page 1

Economic activity in Nepal typical-
ly sees a significant uptick during the
September-October period, with major
festivals such as Teej, Dashain and
Tihar celebrated across communities.

An estimated 40 percent of annual
market activity takes place during
Dashain, Tihar and Chhath, according
to economists. But economists say ultra-
high inflation could affect the market.

“When people don’t buy, demand
drops,” said Nara Bahadur Thapa, for-
mer executive director of Nepal
Rastra Bank.

The drop in demand could create a
recession-like situation.

“As a section of Krishnabhir caved
in following the Rasuwa flood, it has
created chaos in Kathmandu Valley,
where more than three million people
live,” said Thapa. “Everywhere, con-
sumers are seen queuing for hours to
get a cooking gas cylinder.”

“This shows our supply manage-
ment is fragile,” said Thapa.

In most parts of the Valley, mem-
bers of the public are grouping them-
selves to bring LPG cylinders from the
Tarai after the state mechanism failed
to ensure adequate supplies.

On September 10, Supplies Minister
Gauri Kumari Yadav resigned after
failing to ensure a smooth supply
of LPG. Days earlier, she had made
controversial remarks threatening
LPG bottling industries, drawing

public criticism.

Bagmati Province, which hosts
Kathmandu, accounts for an estimat-
ed 36 percent of Nepal’s gross domes-
tic product. Wholesale and retail trade
has the highest contribution, at 23
percent, to Bagmati’s GDP.

Kathmandu is only around 150 to
200 kilometres from the Indian border
near Raxaul-Birgunj, depending on
the specific border point. The nearest
major Indian border point is about 160
km away via the Tribhuvan Highway.

However, Kathmandu remains vul-
nerable to any disruption in the sup-
ply chain. Whenever obstacles emerge
along the border with India, the first
impact is often felt in the Valley.

Nepal has been constructing the
76-km Kathmandu-Tarai Expressway
to connect the Capital with the Tarai
and the Indian border, with the aim of
improving trade, transit and the move-
ment of supplies. But the project itself
has been held hostage to delays, a per-
ennial problem facing Nepal.

“Unless two or three alternative
routes are developed where
eight-wheelers can pass and storage
capacity is built, the country’s econo-
my will not be resilient and market
prices will remain unstable,” said
Thapa, the economist.

Nepal is highly vulnerable to cli-
mate-related disasters. In the past
three years, the country has suffered
damage from floods and landslides in

different parts of the country.

“So it is high time the government
invested in and worked on a logistics
management policy for essential com-
modities and food security jointly
with the private sector,” said Thapa.

With the Prithvi Highway shut
down, supplies have been rerouted.
Vehicles, particularly cargo trucks,
now have to take routes that can take
up to 72 hours to reach the Capital,
increasing transportation costs by an
estimated 20 percent, said Thapa.

“The burden is passed on to con-
sumers,” he said.

Consumer rights activists, however,
claim that the current increase in
market prices, particularly for daily
essentials, is unnatural and artificial.

Traders tend to increase the prices
of food items ahead of the festive sea-
son despite sufficient stocks and nor-
mal supplies, citing increased demand.

This year, opportunistic traders got
an excuse to hike the prices of goods
on the pretext of the highway disrup-
tion connecting the Valley, said Pabitra
Bajracharya, president of the Nepal
Retail Traders Association. Big trad-
ers, wholesalers and producers have
stocks of food items for three to four
months, he added, suggesting that
there is no reason to hike the prices of
food items when stocks are sufficient.

“However, big traders, wholesalers
and producers hike the prices of
food items to take advantage of disas-

ters such as the current one,”
Bajracharya said.

The festive season has arrived. Now
people tend to spend more and oppor-
tunistic traders raise prices when
demand is high, he said.

The rise in global fuel prices and a
strong US dollar had already been
building pressure for inflation. The
disruption in road connectivity after
the Bhotekoshi floods has further
increased transportation costs, with
transporters using alternative routes
to supply goods to the Valley.

Consumer rights activists see the
situation differently.

“Retailers and importers are manip-
ulating invoices and hiking the prices
of daily essentials. The supply and
production of rice, sugar, edible oil,
legumes, fruits, vegetables, eggs and
meat products are sufficient, but the
prices of these goods have been
increased unnaturally on various pre-
texts,” said Madhav Timalsina, presi-
dent of the Consumer Rights
Investigation Forum.

The government does not have a
mechanism to study how much mar-
ket prices rise during abnormal situa-
tions like the current one, he said.

“The government does not have a
clear supply policy, and implementation
of existing laws is poor. There is a
dearth of government data on the quan-
tity of supplies, and a lack of coordina-
tion among government entities.”
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What should Balendra Shah tell the world in New York?

>> Continued from page 1

Gopal Bahadur Thapa
Former Chief of Protocol, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs

Baburam Bhattarai
Former Prime Minister of Nepal

Prime Minister Balendra Shah
should emphasise several Kkey
issues.

First is the current world order.
The international structure estab-
lished after the Second World War
has largely broken down in recent
decades. Major powers have repeat-
edly failed to uphold international
law, intervening in other countries
and violating their sovereignty.
Other centres of power are follow-
ing suit, pushing the world towards
greater disorder. The prime minis-
ter should therefore call for a new
world order based on equal rights,
sovereignty and meaningful partici-
pation for all nations.

Second is the global economic
system. Countries like Nepal con-
tinue to suffer from an unequal
international economic order
despite the commitments and privi-
leges extended to least developed
countries through various interna-
tional agreements. Poorer countries
export primary commodities and
labour while importing expensive
goods and technology from richer
nations. This perpetuates cycles of
poverty and unemployment. The
Global South must therefore
demand a fairer international
financial and trading system.

Third is the growing climate

When a disaster strikes, interna-
tional actors understandably rush
to offer humanitarian assistance
and compassion. Such solidarity
matters. But if mountains are col-
lapsing, rivers are changing course,
and infrastructure is repeatedly
damaged, Nepal needs support in
understanding precisely why.
Disasters will happen; the question
is whether we learn enough from
each one. The prime minister
should call for sustained interna-
tional cooperation in mountain sci-
ence, monitoring, early-warning
systems, disaster-risk reduction
and resilient infrastructure. Every
disaster should provide an opportu-
nity for not only immediate foreign
help, but also deeper collaboration
to better understand Nepal’s chang-
ing environment and build its resil-
ience.

While climate change will
undoubtedly be on the agenda,
Nepal needs to be more specific
about the concerns of mountain
communities, which experience dis-
proportionate climate risks despite
contributing little to global emis-
sions. But Shah should not talk sole-
ly from a position of weakness.
Nepal’s achievements in forest pro-
tection and the growing usage of
electric vehicles show that the coun-
try is taking substantial domestic

It is evident that the glacier collapse
that unleashed a flash flood on the
Bhotekoshi River near Nepal’s bor-
der with China, killing hundreds,
was not a natural disaster but the
compounded impact of climate
change. Fossil fuels remain the pri-
mary driver of this crisis, responsi-
ble for 86 percent of global CO2
emissions over the past decade.
Despite this, countries are planning
to produce more than double the
amount of fossil fuels than would be
consistent with the 1.5°C tempera-
ture goal by 2030.

No country can manage the tran-
sition away from fossil fuels alone.
Fossil fuel production is embedded
in global markets, trade rules,
investment treaties and financial
systems, and decisions taken in one
country impact the conditions faced
by others. Yet no mechanism cur-
rently exists to control this produc-
tion.

The prime minister should call
for an ambitious, legally binding
instrument such as a Fossil Fuel
Treaty that would provide a basis
for cooperation between producing
and consuming countries, comple-
menting the UNFCCC and the Paris
Agreement rather than duplicating
them. This transition demands

crisis. Developed countries have
contributed disproportionately to
global carbon emissions, yet major
powers have repeatedly failed to
honour commitments made at cli-
mate conferences such as COP. As
temperatures rise, glaciers in the
Himalayas and ice at the poles are
melting, increasing the risk of cata-
strophic disasters. Nepal is already
experiencing the consequences.
Although Nepal contributes only
around 0.01 percent of global emis-
sions, countries such as ours bear a
disproportionate share of the dam-
age. The prime minister should
raise this issue forcefully and seek
international compensation, in
accordance with international law
and commitments made through
global climate agreements.

Fourth, the UN itself needs
reform. The existing structure, par-
ticularly the Security Council,
reflects an older balance of power
and gives disproportionate influence
to a handful of countries, leaving the
majority with little meaningful role.
In keeping with the principles of the
democratic age, the UN should be
restructured to ensure that least
developed countries and the wider
Global South have a stronger voice
and their rights are properly
represented.

Apekshya Shah
Chair, TU Department of International
Relations and Diplomacy

action. As a result, he should
demand greater international
responsibilities while expressing
confidence in the country’s own
achievements.

Nepal also bears a larger diplo-
matic obligation. With a long histo-
ry of engagement with the United
Nations, Nepal has the moral
authority to advocate for multilater-
alism and international norms. At a
time when international relations
are becoming more transactional,
countries like Nepal should remind
the international community that
sustainable development and
human dignity cannot be achieved
solely through calculations of
immediate national interest.

Most significantly, Shah’s speech
should be tied into a diplomatic
strategy. If Nepal wants stronger
international attention to mountain
risks, it should coordinate with
other mountain and climate-vulner-
able countries and use the General
Assembly to build common posi-
tions. The speech should open those
conversations, not conclude them.
One of the important objectives of
the meetings on the sidelines should
be not only to build coalitions, but
also to discuss how to ensure that
international assistance pledged
after disasters is delivered more
predictably and in a timely manner.

Mega Maskey
Climate Justice Activist

strong international cooperation,
and Nepal holds both the moral
ground and the standing to ask for it
and to lead this discussion globally.

At UNGA, the prime minister
must say loudly and clearly that this
devastation is a result of historical
emissions of developed countries
and fossil fuel companies burning
fossil fuels for the past two centu-
ries. We must demand reparations
and compensation for loss and dam-
age that this has caused. Developed
countries must be held accountable
to their financial obligations under
Article 9.1 of the Paris Agreement,
and deliver the estimated $5.1-6.8
trillion required up to 2030, in devel-
oping countries.

Developed countries must be
urged to provide new, additional,
public climate finance alongside
comprehensive debt cancellation.
The Fund for Responding to Loss
and Damage (FRLD) must be scaled
up to hundreds of billions of dollars
annually, with developed countries
committing robust provisions for
its first replenishment cycle in 2027.
Shah should call for the immediate
operationalisation of a rapid-re-
sponse window within the FRLD to
provide financial relief following
acute climate disasters.

Nearly three years ago, standing in
the shadow of Mount Everest, the
UN Secretary-General warned that
he had come to ‘cry out from the
rooftop of the world’ against the
madness of an impending climate
disaster.

Sadly, that cry from the rooftop of
the world was not heard loudly
enough. Nor were the warnings from
Nepal, other vulnerable nations, and
the world’s leading scientists.

Last month, Nepal and the Tibet
region of China witnessed devastat-
ing consequences.

There is a cruel irony here. Nepal
has done its part. We have restored
our forests on an impressive scale.
We are rapidly moving toward clean
energy, promoting electric mobility,
and implementing climate-adapta-
tion plans at the local level. Yet a
country responsible for less than 0.1
percent of global greenhouse-gas
emissions is paying an ever-higher
price for a crisis it did not create.

Those who contributed least to
the climate crisis should not be left
to pay the greatest price for it. Shah
should not wuse the General
Assembly to point fingers. We are
not here to blame any nation or

We have been sounding the alarms
for climate-driven disasters for over
a decade, although we could never
have imagined the scale of the
Kyirong-Rasuwa flood. Such a cli-
mate-driven disaster exposes to us
the systemic gaps in high-mountain
risk governance. It demands risk-in-
formed reconstruction and land
use, especially in the Hindu Kush
Himalaya (HKH), where low-emit-
ting countries like Nepal pay an
outsized price.

We see through our work that the
climate risks are increasing, but the
pace and scale of our science,
financing and response mecha-
nisms are yet to catch up.

In his recent address, the UN
Secretary-General has underscored
that the world is on course to over-
shoot the 1.5 degrees Celsius global
warming threshold. But for the
mountains, 1.5 degrees is already
too much. The question is increas-
ingly not simply how we cope with
climate change, but how communi-
ties, ecosystems and countries sur-
vive in a rapidly changing climate
reality.

This requires us to look beyond
individual disasters and address the
wider systems that determine how
countries and communities pre-
pare, respond and recover. Climate
finance, science and updated infor-
mation, preparedness, community
support, institutional capacity and
mechanisms to translate knowledge
into timely action all need to be
strengthened.

We also need to rethink global
priorities. Mountains can no longer
be treated as remote or peripheral

Kul Chandra Gautam
Former Assistant Secretary-General
of the UN

demand compensation from any
country. We are here to demand sol-
idarity—and to seek solutions.

The world has agreed, through
the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change, to
act based on ‘common but differen-
tiated responsibilities and respec-
tive capabilities’.

Shah needs to emphasise that
those principles must now become
action.

Nepal should propose that, as an
urgent first step, China, India and
Nepal establish a trilateral
Himalayan climate-resilience mech-
anism to share data, strengthen ear-
ly-warning systems, exchange sci-
entific information and coordinate
assistance when disaster strikes.

Let this not be only a response to
one disaster. Let it be the beginning
of a new model of Himalayan soli-
darity—one that turns shared vul-
nerability into shared responsibili-
ty, shared knowledge into shared
preparedness, and shared danger
into shared action.

The Himalayas are warning
humanity. The prime minister must
urge the international community:
The time to act is now.

Qianggong Zhang
Head of Climate and Environmental
Risks, ICIMOD

regions. They are critical to the
planet’s environmental and
ecological security and provide
essential water, ecosystems and
livelihoods far beyond national
borders.

Countries such as Nepal are
increasingly struggling to cope with
disasters that are becoming more
frequent, severe and costly. A single
major disaster can set development
back by years. Recovery and recon-
struction require enormous
resources that many vulnerable
countries simply do not have.

The estimated cost of Kyirong-
Rasuwa flood recovery is expected
to be enormous, amounting to over
half of Nepal’s actual annual reve-
nue collection. Rebuilding requires
money. Better science requires
investment. Preparedness requires
sustained support. And communi-
ties need access to timely, trusted
information before hazards become
disasters.

Nepal’s message to the global
community [through Shah’s
address] could focus on appealing to
the parties to establish a dedicated
Himalayan window under the Loss
and Damage Fund, fast-tracking an
initial emergency tranche for
Kyirong-Rasuwa as an explicit loss-
and-damage case linked to cli-
mate-driven cryosphere change.

Short-term shocks to mountain
countries will become long-term
water security risks for one-quarter
of humanity, as over 2 billion people
depend on HKH waters. These
impacts will eventually reach down-
stream populations worldwide, so
we must prepare now.

" SHUTTERSTOCK

At the UN podium, Shah’s speech
should be kept Balen-like, not laden
with diplomacy. The world has
heard enough formal speeches. It
has not heard a 35-year-old rap-
per-engineer who became prime
minister after a youth uprising,
talking about burying around 1,000
unidentifiable bodies. He should
use simple language, the kind an
engineer would use. That alone will
draw attention.

It would be better if it were struc-
tured in three parts for a 12-minute
speech.

The first part should explain the
Bhotekoshi catastrophe in plain
words but with a moving message
that grabs the attention of the audi-
ence at the Hall.

The second part should contain
the truth. Here, facts need to be stat-
ed forcefully: “Nepal emits 0.1 per-
cent of the global emissions. Nepal
did not cause this, but paid the
price. Glaciers do not carry pass-
ports. Ice broke in Tibet, death came
in Nepal, water flowed to India. Yet
Nepal got no warning. Our gauge
went offline at 8:40 am. We learned
about the flood 16 minutes after it
entered Nepal. Floods do not need
visas. Our warning system should
not need visas either.”

On the solution part, the prime
minister should propose a
three-country mechanism with

Prime Minister Shah should not go
to the United Nations as the leader
of a small state pleading for sympa-
thy or as a state aligning itself with
a geopolitical camp. Nepal should
position itself as an assertive
democracy pursuing strategic
autonomy, with friendship for all,
subordination to none, and coopera-
tion based on national interest and
international law.

Climate change is perhaps the
most vivid example of whether this
international order is just. Nepal
accounts for less than 0.1 percent of
global greenhouse gas emissions,
but according to the World Bank,
unmitigated climate change may
cut Nepal’s GDP by at least 7 per-
cent by 2050.

Nepal’s latest NDCs show that
$73.74 billion will be needed to reach
its quantified mitigation objectives
until 2035 and more than 85 percent
of that will depend on international
support.

Thus, justice has to mean some-
thing. Distributive justice is about
distributing responsibilities and
costs based on contributions and
capabilities. Procedural justice
requires that vulnerable states

Logical presentation is key because
this is a political conference, and
the prime minister’s speech must
capture everyone’s attention.
Therefore, how the address is deliv-
ered is crucial. It must include a
mix of emotions, scientific facts,
urgency and anger.

Nepal has been raising the issue
of climate justice for years. Nearly
two decades ago, in 2009, to draw
global attention to climate change, a
cabinet meeting was held at the
base camp of Mount Everest, and
the delegation led by the then prime
minister travelled to Copenhagen,
the capital of Denmark, to partici-
pate in the United Nations Climate
Change Conference. Since then,
Nepal has continuously been rais-
ing its voice.

When standing on the world
stage after suffering tragic events
involving thousands of missing peo-
ple and hundreds of deaths, the
recent disaster naturally takes cen-
tre stage; however, rather than get-
ting entangled only in that, present-
ing examples from our own past
as well as from other countries
will show that this is not just our
individual plea, but a collective
call.

Countries like Nepal must place
greater emphasis on the point that

India and China, a Himalayan
Early Warning Pact under
ICIMOD to monitor, inspect lakes,
and warn automatically within two
hours.

In the third part, he should move
from risk to justice. He should
stress the need for 3 ‘R’s, namely
relief, rehabilitation and recon-
struction. Then, he should also ask
for 3 other ‘R’s: responsibility, repa-
ration and resilience.

He should exhort the internation-
al community to accept that the
disaster was worsened by global
warming. Shah should emphasise
that Nepal is not seeking charity,
but climate justice. He should ask
the Loss and Damage Fund to
release funds Nepal has already
applied for.

He must also insist upon grants,
not loans. Nepali taxpayers should
not be made to repay a loan for a
disaster caused by someone else’s
smoke. He should also appeal to the
global community to help Nepal
with satellite data, insurance for
hydropower, and technology for
stronger roads.

Then he should end with a Balen
line, not a slogan, perhaps on the
lines of “My generation cleaned the
streets of Kathmandu. Now we
must protect the roof of the world.
Help us turn Bhotekoshi from a
burial ground into a turning point.”

Nishcal Rai
Whip, Nepali Congress

have influence over the rules and
financing of these processes.
Recognitional justice means
that Himalayan people and future
generations matter in global
discussions.

Nepal has already put forward
such claims in front of the
International Court of Justice. In
December 2024, Foreign Minister
Arzu Rana Deuba appealed for cli-
mate finance, technologies, and cli-
mate information, especially con-
sidering historical responsibility
for emissions.

Thus, climate finance and loss
and damage finance are not about
charity. This is about responsibility
and fairness. But justice also means
that Nepal should take responsibili-
ty by improving land-use
planning, infrastructural prepared-
ness, warning systems, scientific
monitoring and transparent gov-
ernance.

We do not need to ask powerful
countries to represent our voice. We
should ask for international
relations in which power does
not matter when discussing
sovereignty, life and climate
losses.

Ramesh Bhushal
Environmental Journalist and Writer

assistance received to cope with the
impacts of climate change should
not be charity, but unconditional
financial support.

The process for receiving climate
financial aid should be simplified,
and rich and developed nations
must be urged to swiftly pour funds
into the Climate Loss and Damage
Fund, which currently stands
almost empty.

Other countries must also be
urged to raise Nepal’s agenda, and
it must be stated that Nepal is ready
to take leadership in the cause of
climate justice.

Since developed countries are
adopting a policy of evading respon-
sibility rather than taking owner-
ship of critical issues like climate
change, an argument must now be
made as to how long countries like
Nepal must pay the price for that
delay.

Domestically, as the prime minis-
ter’s visit is being viewed with high
expectations, people should be
informed not to hold excessive
expectations. The public here
must also be clearly told that this is
a routine visit taking place
under special circumstances, and
that the delegation will be there to
present our case to the global
community.

(CIV <]
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OUR VIEW
Certify EVs before import

Countries certify a battery before it's sold. Nepal
certifies almost nothing. That gap needs fixing.

Early Friday morning, in Bharatpur, a 55-year-old former school
director lost his life inside a burning electric car while driving
home. By the time firefighters reached him, there was nothing left
to save. What remained was a wrecked car, a grieving family, and
a country suddenly unsure whether the electric vehicles now fill-
ing its roads and showrooms are safe to drive.

Investigators have not yet determined why the car caught fire.
It may prove to be a fault in the charging system, a mechanical
failure unrelated to the battery, damage from a prior collision, or
a battery fire—several plausible explanations that experts have
declined to rule in or out before the forensic work is done. That
restraint in drawing a conclusion should be a model for the rest of
the country. A single tragic video, however disturbing, is not evi-
dence of a systemic flaw in EVs.

It is, however, evidence of a gap in oversight that has existed
since Nepal’s EV market began to grow. In two previous electric
car fires recorded in Nepal, the causes were traced outside the
battery itself: a short circuit in charging equipment in one case,
external combustible material in the other. Global data tells a
similar story. Electric cars catch fire at rates comparable to, and
by some measures lower than, internal combustion engine vehi-
cles. The danger, when it does occur, is called thermal runaway—a
breach in the separator inside a battery cell, triggered by a crash,
a manufacturing flaw, or overcharging, that sets off a chain reac-
tion of heat capable of overwhelming an entire pack.

The risk is still controllable if measures are taken to manage it.
Firefighters need training to cool a battery fire with sustained
water rather than conventional extinguishers, and to watch for
reignition hours after the flames appear to be out. Owners need to
know where a car’s mechanical door release sits, since electronic
locks that guard against doors swinging open in motion can, in
the worst circumstances, fail along with the rest of a car’s elec-
tronics. None of this is exotic knowledge. It simply has to reach
people before an emergency, not after one.

The deeper fix lies upstream, at the border, before a single vehi-
cle is sold. Much of the world has already built that wall of protec-
tion. More than five dozen countries, among them the European
Union, the United Kingdom, Japan and South Korea, require
every electric vehicle sold within their markets to pass UN
Regulation 100, a battery-safety standard covering crash resist-
ance, overcharge protection and fire containment. China has gone
further still, moving from a rule requiring only a five-minute
warning before a battery fire to one demanding that a battery
produce no fire or explosion at all for two hours after the onset of
a fault. Nepal has adopted neither this framework nor an equiva-
lent of its own. It has, by its own regulators’ admission, no dedi-
cated mechanism to test whether the electric vehicles entering the
country meet any international safety benchmark at all.

Nepal should require type approval against an internationally
recognised standard, such as UN R100, as a condition of import,
extend the same scrutiny to chargers and cables, and fund the
training that lets firefighters and owners respond to a battery
emergency with knowledge rather than guesswork. Nepal’s shift
toward electric transport has been one of its genuine policy suc-
cesses, cutting fuel imports and easing the capital’s chronic air
pollution. Protecting that progress means insisting the vehicles
carrying it forward are held to the same standard the rest of the
world already demands.

Climate risk is also a public health risk

The Bhotekoshi flood shows why Nepal's climate crisis must also be understood as a public-health crisis.

DR ANAND BALLABH JOSHI

-

The immediate priority after the
Bhotekoshi flood on August 26 was
understandably rescue and emergency
medical care. Yet the latest reporting
from Rasuwa and Nuwakot shows that
the public-health consequences are
continuing: damaged roads and bridges
have made hospitals difficult to reach,
pregnant women have faced interrup-
tions in antenatal and delivery care,
displaced families remain in tempo-
rary shelters, and essential medicines
and routine services have been
strained.

That reality goes beyond Bhotekoshi,
to the heart of how Nepal should
understand climate change and disas-
ter risk.

My experience in public health and
infectious diseases has taught me an
important lesson: many health risks do
not appear suddenly. Small changes in
the environment can alter disease
patterns, shift the habitats of disease
vectors and pathogens, and allow
diseases once concentrated in
particular geographical areas to
emerge in new places.

The Bhotekoshi disaster makes this
lesson particularly urgent.

It would be scientifically inappropri-
ate to conclude that this flood was
directly caused by climate change,
without detailed attribution studies.
Current assessments indicate that an
ice-and-rock avalanche entered the
Lhende catchment, temporarily
blocked the river and generated a sud-
den surge of water, sediment and
debris downstream. The International
Centre for Integrated Mountain
Development (ICIMOD) has stressed
that the precise triggering processes
and the contribution, if any, of longer-
term warming require careful scientif-
ic assessment.

But one event does not have to be
labelled a direct consequence of cli-
mate change for it to raise urgent ques-
tions about climate risk.

Floods do more than destroy homes
and infrastructure. They contaminate
drinking-water sources, damage sani-
tation systems, displace communities
and interrupt health services.

The Bhotekoshi disaster has demon-
strated how quickly these vulnerabili-
ties can converge. Recent reports
describe disrupted access to Trishuli
Hospital and other referral services
after roads and bridges were washed
away. Some patients now face journeys

that take hours longer than before the
disaster. Such delays are particularly
dangerous for obstetric emergencies,
serious childhood illness, trauma and
other time-sensitive conditions.

Under such conditions, the risk of
diarrhoeal and other water-borne dis-
eases can increase. Overcrowding,
unsafe water, damaged sanitation and
interrupted health services may also
increase risks of respiratory and other
communicable diseases, while stag-
nant water can create additional vec-
tor-breeding opportunities. These risks
are especially important when dis-
placed people remain in temporary
shelters for prolonged periods.

But the post-disaster health crisis is
not limited to infectious diseases.

People living with diabetes, cardio-
vascular disease and other chronic con-
ditions may lose access to essential
medicines and regular care. Pregnant
women, children, older people and peo-
ple with disabilities may face even
greater risks when health systems are
disrupted. Mental-health and psychoso-
cial needs can persist long after rescue
operations end.

The government’s decision this week
to waive health-insurance co-payments
and identification requirements for
affected people in Rasuwa, Nuwakot
and Dhading for three months is there-
fore an important recognition that
financial and administrative barriers
to care must also be removed during
recovery.

The Bhotekoshi experience should
change how Nepal measures disaster
damage. Assessments should measure
not only damage to houses, roads,
bridges and hydropower facilities, but
also disruption to the health system
and continuity of essential services.

Could people reach hospitals when
roads were cut off? Were medicines
available when supply chains were dis-
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rupted? Could pregnant women, chil-
dren and older people access essential
care? Were drinking-water sources pro-
tected? Could health authorities detect
outbreaks quickly? Were temporary
shelters equipped with adequate water,
sanitation and hygiene facilities?

These questions determine whether
a natural hazard becomes a prolonged
public-health emergency.

Another important health conse-
quence of climate change is the chang-
ing geography and seasonality of dis-
ease.

Changes in temperature, rainfall and
humidity can affect the survival, distri-
bution and breeding conditions of mos-
quitoes and other disease vectors, as
well as the pathogens they transmit.
Climate is therefore one important
influence on where and when transmis-
sion becomes more favourable, along-
side urbanisation, population move-
ment, land use, housing, water storage
and the effectiveness of vector control.

Nepal’s experience with dengue
offers an important warning. Peer-
reviewed studies describe a substantial
expansion of dengue beyond the tradi-
tional lowland belt, including hill and
higher-altitude settings, with tempera-
ture, rainfall and ecological change
interacting with urbanisation, mobili-
ty and water-management practices.
The record 2022 epidemic demonstrat-
ed how rapidly a climate-sensitive dis-
ease can become a nationwide health
challenge. Disease surveillance, there-
fore, should not begin only after
patients arrive at hospitals.

The Himalayan health crisis must
also be viewed in relation to environ-
mental pollution. Research reported by
ICIMOD at Nepal’s Yala Glacier esti-
mated that black carbon contributed
about 28 percent of total pre-monsoon
melting under the conditions studied.
This estimate is site- and season-specif-

ic and should not be generalised to
every glacier or every year, but it illus-
trates the potential importance of
short-lived climate pollutants in
Himalayan cryospheric change.

Nepal should make climate change
and disaster resilience a core issue of
health policy. Information about weath-
er and environmental changes should
be connected with disease surveillance
and routine health information.
Systems should identify potential
health risks early by combining tem-
perature, rainfall, river, flood and other
environmental signals with timely dis-
ease data, while avoiding over-reliance
on any single indicator.

The current disaster shows why this
matters. Response priorities include
trauma care, continuity of essential
services, disease surveillance, safe
water and sanitation, maternal and
child health, management of chronic
disease, and mental health and psycho-
social support. This requires stronger
information-sharing among the
health sector, the Department of
Hydrology and Meteorology, disas-
ter-management authorities, local gov-
ernments, research institutions and
communities.

Nepal rebuilds after every major dis-
aster. But rebuilding exactly what
existed before is no longer enough. The
Bhotekoshi disaster should become a
test of whether reconstruction is being
planned for the risks of the future.

New roads, bridges, hydropower pro-
jects and settlements must be designed
with future climate and multi-hazard
risks in mind. Hospitals, health centres
and medicine-supply systems must also
be protected against floods, landslides,
heat and other climate-sensitive haz-
ards, including failures of access,
power, water and communications.

Nepal has been seeking internation-
al climate finance and support, and
such assistance is necessary. But cli-
mate assistance should not be limited
to relief and reconstruction after disas-
ters. A larger share should support
prevention, preparedness, resilient
health systems and locally usable ear-
ly-warning capacity before the next
emergency occurs.

The central question for Nepal’s cli-
mate strategy should be: How to protect
the health of Nepalis from its conse-
quences.

The answer does not lie in rescue
alone. It lies in preparedness, scientific
surveillance, resilient primary and
referral care, cross-border cooperation
and the creation of a climate-resilient
health system.

Joshi is the Director of Public Health
and Infectious Disease Research Center
(PHIDReC) at Kathmandu, Nepal.
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Flood survivors will be housed i capsule homes before relocation

Minister Lamsal discusses plans for resettlement, damaged roads and bridges, the China border crossing and efforts to build safer settlements for disaster-prone communities.

Nepal’s Minister for Infrastructure
Development, Sunil Lamsal, is active-
ly overseeing the government’s efforts
to restore physical infrastructure
damaged by the catastrophic
Bhotekoshi floods of August 26, while
also helping shape plans to relocate
communities exposed to future disas-
ter risks. The floods have killed at
least 1,384 people and left over 4,000
missing, according to the latest gov-
ernment figures. They also displaced
thousands of families and damaged
roads, bridges, hydropower facilities
and other critical infrastructure
across several districts.

In an interview with Kantipur’s
Gaurav Pokharel and Krishna
Acharya, Lamsal discusses the gov-
ernment’s plans to provide temporary
accommodation before the upcoming
festive season, build safer settlements
over the longer term and restore con-
nectivity with China. He also dissects
the response to the disaster, the role of
foreign rescue teams, the damage to
hydropower projects and roads, and
criticism over the government’s han-
dling of squatter settlements.

We are speaking to you immediately
after Thursday’s Cabinet meeting,
which focused largely on the
Bhotekoshi floods, resettlement and
reconstruction. What was discussed
at the meeting, and what is the gov-
ernment’s plan?

Although the meeting was expected to
focus on the Bhotekoshi floods, it was
a regular Cabinet meeting. Naturally,
however, the disaster and its after-
math were discussed.

A total of 8,692 households, com-
prising 39,114 people, have been affect-
ed by the floods. We have set up 39
holding centres to accommodate the
affected people. Our initial plan was
not to keep people in these centres for
more than a week. We felt that pro-
longed stays would create psychologi-
cal and sanitation problems. But the
stay has been extended because of
circumstances on the ground.

The Cabinet has now taken deci-
sions for both the short and long term
to ensure that the survivors are not
kept in holding centres any longer
than necessary.

For long-term resettlement, the gov-
ernment has decided to develop inte-

grated settlements. The Ministry of
Land Management, Cooperatives,
Federal Affairs and General
Administration will identify suitable
land. If privately owned land is select-
ed, the government will purchase it. If
forest or other public land is consid-
ered suitable, the government will
take the necessary decisions to desig-
nate it for settlement development.

How long will that re-settlement pro-
cess take place?

This process is expected to take two
years. We cannot keep people in hold-
ing centres for two years. Our initial
plan was to move them to temporary
accommodation within 15 days, but
connectivity problems prevented us
from doing so.

What is your main priority for now?

Our main priority now is restoring
connectivity. Without it, the situation
will become even more difficult, so we
are working to restore access as quick-
ly as possible.

At present, we can reach Betrawati
by road. But to travel beyond
Betrawati, we need to install a Bailey
bridge. Another Bailey bridge is
required on the road from Betrawati
towards Syaphrubesi. The bridge has
already arrived, but initially we could
not reach the site where it was sup-
posed to be installed.

What bottlenecks delayed the instal-
lation of the bridge?

A stretch of marshland, in places as
deep as 20 metres, stood between the
access point and the construction site.
It was impossible to tell whether the
ground was firm enough to walk on or
whether someone would sink into the
mud. Several technicians got stuck,
and two machines sank. What we
encountered was far more difficult
than we had expected. It took three
days just to recover the machinery.

We have now reached the bridge site
and are working to restore the connec-
tion to Syaphrubesi as quickly as pos-
sible.

We have also asked the Chinese gov-
ernment to help restore the road from
Rasuwa to Syaphrubesi. They have said
they will help, although no agreement
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has been signed yet. As I understand it,
they are preparing to assist us.

What latest updates can you offer
regarding the bridge installation?

We had one 10-metre Bailey bridge
and three 75-metre Bailey bridges.
One has been installed at Devighat,
and another will connect Betrawati
with Syaphrubesi. The remaining
bridges are not particularly useful for
the current requirements.

We need a Bailey bridge of up to 120
metres to cross the Trishuli River.
China sent two 100-metre bridges, but
they did not meet our requirements.
In the meantime, we have had to trans-
port supplies by helicopter.

Food, cooking gas and other essen-
tial goods have become difficult to
deliver.

That is why we are talking to vari-
ous companies about constructing the
required bridge on a fast-track basis.
We are working to restore all major
connectivity before the festive season,
if possible. This would improve access
for 600,000 to 700,000 people.

The Cabinet has given us the man-
date to do whatever is necessary to
restore connectivity.

What has the government decided to
do about people currently living in
holding centres?

We have agreed on two approaches.

At Thursday’s Cabinet meeting, we
decided to provide Rs15,000 a month to
families of up to four members. For
families with more than four mem-
bers, an additional Rs2,000 per person
will be provided.

The money will be distributed
through the local units. It is intended
as accommodation assistance for peo-
ple who choose not to remain in hold-
ing centres.

Those who want to receive the assis-
tance have to fill out a form at their
local government office. We sent the
forms to the local units a week ago.

In addition, those who choose tem-
porary accommodation will be provid-
ed with temporary homes before the
festive season, if possible.

Depending on the size of the family,
we could provide one-bedroom,
two-bedroom or three-bedroom units.
The size will be determined by the
number of family members.

What kind of temporary housing are
you preparing for the affected people?
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They will be proper temporary homes,
not the kind of shelters built after the
2015 earthquake. These will not be
sheds or tents. They will have toilets
and kitchens. We refer to them as cap-
sule houses. They are designed to
function much like permanent homes.

The houses will be prefabricated in
factories and assembled on site, with
each unit capable of being completed
in a day. They will serve as temporary
accommodation until new townships
are developed.

We will identify suitable sites and
build the units there. They are prefab-
ricated houses that can be assembled
in a day.

Where will these temporary homes
be built? Will they be close to the
areas affected by the floods?

We have already identified 22 or 23 pos-
sible sites, mostly near the communi-
ties where the affected people lived. The
local governments will recommend
suitable locations. If no suitable land is
available within an affected municipali-
ty, we will look at nearby areas.

Where will the components come
from?

Primarily from China. Large quanti-
ties of these houses are manufactured
there, and importing them from China
is also more cost-effective.

We are exploring both options:
receiving the houses as assistance
from China or purchasing them. If
China provides houses that meet our
requirements, that would be fine.
Otherwise, we will buy them.

When will these temporary homes be
ready?

We aim to have them ready within 15
days of receiving verified details on
the affected families and their accom-
modation needs.

We first need to establish how many
people want temporary homes and
how many prefer to receive rental
assistance and live elsewhere.

Has the government started imple-
menting the programme, or is it still
in the planning stage?

We are currently identifying loca-

tions. We are considering various
options.

The government is also preparing
to identify other areas across the
country that could be at risk from gla-
cial lake outburst floods. We need to
determine which routes and markets
could be exposed to such risks and,
where necessary, relocate them. That
assessment has already begun.

For long-term planning, including
identifying safer locations and relocat-
ing settlements, we have formed a task
force. We expect it to submit a detailed
report, probably within a month.

We will then decide how to move the
process forward. We have also formed
task forces to deal with other aspects
of the response. There is one looking
into bridges, another for roads, and
separate teams for temporary shelters
and the management of holding cen-
tres. We also have task forces focused
on drinking water, restoring connec-
tivity and health. All of them have
already started work.

Where will you eventually move the
displaced people once the new set-
tlements are ready?

We are considering developing small
towns through a land-pooling model.

The idea is to create small urban
settlements and rebuild them on a
township model.

We made a mistake during the
reconstruction after the 2015 earth-
quake. We talked about integrated set-
tlements, but they were not actually
developed as such.

This time, we want to adopt a more
scientific approach than simply creat-
ing integrated settlements.

Will the government decide where to
build the new settlements, or will
affected people be involved from the
beginning?

Both.

The affected people and local units
will be involved in the process.

They are currently living in tempo-
rary shelters, and later they will be
moved into permanent homes. They
will be involved from the beginning in
all stages of that process.

Read full interview at
kathmandupost.com
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Trump touches a nerve while in Ireland by saying

reunification would be ‘fantastic’

O DARLENE SUPERVILLE &
JILL LAWLESS/AP
DUBLIN, SEPT 13

US President Donald Trump said on
Saturday that a unified Ireland would
be “fantastic” as he waded into a com-
plex and politically charged subject
during a weekend visit to a tourna-
ment at his Irish golf course.

At a meeting with Irish Prime
Minister Micheal Martin in Dublin,
Trump said he would love to see the
reunification of the Republic of
Ireland with the United Kingdom’s
Northern Ireland.

“I don’t want to cause any problems
but I'd love to see it unified,” Trump
told a reporter who sought his opinion
on the issue. “It’s going to happen
eventually. It may as well happen now.

“I think it’d be a fantastic thing,”
the Republican president said, adding
that “the UK will have something
to say about it, obviously.”

At his next stop, Trump
acknowledged there is “no good
answer” to the reunification ques-
tion as he addressed business lead-
ers from both countries gathered
at the US ambassador’s residence.

The Irish unity debate is heated
Competing visions of Northern
Ireland—whether Irish or
British—drove decades of vio-
lence in the six-county region that
has a Protestant majority and has
remained part of the UK.

Previous American presidents,
including Democrat Joe Biden,
who has strong emotional ties to
Ireland, have avoided commenting
directly on the subject.

Ireland, long dominated by its
bigger neighbor Britain, became a
self-governing Catholic-majority
country a century ago. Northern
Ireland was split between two
main communities: nationalists,
most of them Catholic, who
desired union with the rest of
Ireland, and largely Protestant
unionists, who wanted to stay
British. Tensions eventually
exploded in the Troubles involv-
ing paramilitary groups on both
sides and British troops.

A 1998 peace accord that the
United States was instrumental in
negotiating largely ended the vio-
lence, but left Northern Ireland’s
ultimate status unresolved. That
agreement allows for a vote on
unification if it appears likely a
majority of people would vote for
it. UK Prime Minister Andy
Burnham said Wednesday that the
UK would only consider allowing
a referendum “when public opin-
ion has changed to the point where
the call has to be considered.”
Burnham’s office referred back to
that comment when asked about
Trump’s statement.

Trump’s comments Saturday,
along with recent statements
about the Falkland Islands, a small
British overseas territory in the
South Atlantic Ocean that
Argentina calls Las Malvinas,
could also be viewed as a dig at
Britain, given his anger over
London’s refusal to be drawn into
the US-Israeli war against Iran.

Trump also talked about the
Falkland Islands

Trump once more raised the pros-
pect of conflict between the UK
and Argentina over the Falklands.
Argentina’s President Javier
Milei, a Trump ally, has recently
restated his country’s claim to the
territory of about 3,500 people,
which is about 300 miles (480 km)
east of the southeast coast of
Argentina.

Trump has previously said
Washington could reconsider its
neutral stance on the islands’ sov-
ereignty. On Saturday, he
expressed skepticism that Britain
would be able to retake the
Falklands as it did after Argentina
invaded in 1982.

“I’'m sure I'll be called into that
potential disaster, but if they do,
T’ll probably be able to settle, settle
it out,” he said.

A meeting with the Irish
president who criticised Trump
Trump also held talks in Dublin
with Irish President Catherine
Connolly, a left-wing politician
who joined protesters when
Trump visited Ireland in 2019 dur-
ing his first term in office. She is
now Ireland’s elected, largely cere-
monial head of state. A supporter
of the Palestinian cause, Connolly
has in the past has criticized US
policy in the Middle East and
called Trump a “bully.”

Connolly said in a statement
after the meeting that she con-
veyed to Trump “the strong view
of the Irish people that the nor-
malization of war and genocide
can never be accepted.” She gave
Trump several gifts, among them
a collection by the late Irish poet
Michael Longley that includes the
sonnet “Ceasefire.”

Asked about the meeting,
Trump first had his protocol chief,
Monica Crowley, answer before he
was pressed and said it was “very
nice.” “We discussed a lot of
things, quickly,” Trump said.

Trump’s presence irks some
Dubliners

Police put up a cordon around Dublin’s
1,750-acre Phoenix Park, where
Connolly, Martin and US Ambassador
Edward Walsh have residences and
welcomed Trump.

A protest march drew thousands
to central Dublin. He had left the city
and was on the way to his Doonbeg
golf course on the country’s Atlantic
coast by the time the demonstration
began. Many in the crowd waved
Irish or Palestinian flags and
chanted “Donald Trump not welcome
here” and “Irish government, shame
on you!”

Paula Butler said she came with a
contingent from the Dublin Rape
Crisis Centre to oppose the American
president’s “attitude to women, to ref-
ugees, to migrants.”

She was unimpressed by Trump’s
support for Irish unity, a popular
cause in Ireland.
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“What he knows
about Irish unity,
I'd say I know
more on my
little finger,”
Butler said.

Kim
Mathis, who
moved from
Florida to

——

Dublin last
year with her
partner, said “part of the
reason we moved to Ireland
was to get away from
Trump and all of his horrif-
ic policies.”

She said dealing with
Trump is “a global conun-
drum” for governments. “It
would be really nice if poli-
ticians would just say, ‘Stay
home.””
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T RTE on Friday
in  Doonbeg,
Trump’s son
Eric said the
course is the
largest employ-

er in the area.
“Go down to
| Morrissey’s tav-
ern in Doonbeg
and hear from a
real Irish per-
| son as to wheth-
er or not they
like President
Trump and the
Trump family,
go have them
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attest to what we’ve done for the coun-
try and what we’ve invested in the
country and the love and respect that
our family has always shown them,”
he said. Trump’s visit is the latest
example of blending his official duties
and personal interests.

He spends most weekends playing
golf at his clubs in Florida, New
Jersey and Virginia. His attendance at
the Irish Open continues his trend of
appearing at high-profile sporting
events and having a hand in organiz-
ing some of them in ways that benefit
his family business. His clubs in
Doral, Florida, and Bedminster, New
Jersey, have hosted professional golf
tournaments this year.

Last year, Trump went to Scotland
for five days to play golf at his club in
Turnberry and later inaugurated a
Trump golf course in Balmedie,
Aberdeenshire.
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X1 pushes ‘Greater
BRICS' economic
ties to give bloc
arger global role

O REUTERS
NEW DELHI, SEPT 13

Chinese President Xi Jinping
unveiled on Sunday initiatives in
areas ranging from Al to trade to
deepen cooperation among the
“Greater BRICS” emerging econo-
mies, as Beijing seeks to weld the
grouping into a practical platform
for Global South development.

Cooperation in areas from politics
and security to economics and
finance are the main focus areas of
the grouping, with 2026 chair India
and 2027 chair China seeking wider
partnership to boost its global clout.

The success of the “Greater BRICS
Initiative” depends on laying a solid
foundation for pragmatic coopera-
tion, Xi told the leaders’ annual sum-
mit in New Delhi, the official Xinhua
news agency said.

‘Greater BRICS’ nations should
further co-operate, maintain the sta-
bility of industrial and supply
chains, and cultivate an integrated
market, Xi told the summit’s closing
session.

China will take the lead in estab-
lishing a BRICS AI Open Source
Zone to promote cooperation on
large language models, Al training
and an open Al ecosystem, Xi added.

He also proposed a BRICS Special
Economic Zone partnership and said
China would host a BRICS Service
Trade Forum next year to boost
trade and investment ties.

BRICS has expanded to include
Iran, Indonesia, Egypt, Ethiopia and
the United Arab Emirates beyond an
original membership of Brazil,
Russia, India, China and South
Africa two decades ago that aimed to
transform a world order dominated
by the United States.

In addition, 10 partner countries
span emerging economies across
Asia, Africa, Latin America and the
Middle East, broadening its reach
across the Global South. China and
Russia sometimes refer to this larg-
er bloc as “Greater BRICS”.

The benefits of solutions devel-
oped within BRICS should not stay
limited to BRICS alone, but should
be made adaptable and accessible to
meet the needs of the Global South,
Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said in remarks earlier.

Russian President Vladimir Putin
called BRICS a powerful driving
force towards creating a new, fairer
and multipolar world order, urging
its members to find ways to combine
the competitive advantages of their
individual economies.

The summit comes amid renewed
fighting in the Gulf region, with tit-
for-tat attacks by the United States
and Iran and Iran-backed Houthis
widening the conflict by launching
attacks on Saudi Arabia.

But the weekend summit scored
an important diplomatic goal on
Saturday, when it managed to forge
consensus on a joint declaration
backed by Iran and the UAE.

In general terms, the declaration
expressed deep concern over the
continued escalation of tension in
the Middle East and urged the exer-
cise of maximum restraint.

Separately, Iranian President
Masoud Pezeshkian also met the
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi on the
sidelines, in the highest-level meet-
ing of the two countries’ officials
since the start of the conflict.

They discussed issues ranging
from de-escalation and stability, and
efforts to advance regional peace
and development.

Search underway
for about 130
people after
Indonesian ferry
overturns

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
BANJARMASIN, INDONESIA, SEPT 13

A ferry overturned in bad weather in
Indonesia’s Java Sea on Sunday, leav-
ing about 130 passengers and crew
missing, rescuers said. At least 107
people were rescued and the bodies
of six passengers were recovered as
the search operation expanded
around the vessel’s last known posi-
tion. The ferry with more than 240
people was traveling from Surabaya
in East Java to Banjarmasin in
South Kalimantan province, on
Borneo Island, officials said.

The vessel’s captain had reported
rough seas with waves up to 3 metres
before issuing a distress call, saying
the ship was listing, said I Putu
Sudayana, who heads the
Banjarmasin Search and Rescue
Office. Authorities later received
information indicating the vessel
had overturned.

The rescue agency in Banjarmasin
said it received a report two hours
after contact was lost with the Virgo
Transport 8 at about 2 a.m. Sunday.
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e1jing signals support for rebuilding
Euro 1777 °
R . ood-ravaged Rasuwagadhi route
Swiss Franc 18764
Australian Dollar 109.84 ) . . ) ) )
Canadian Dollar 11044 Nepal has sought Chinese assistance to rebuild the 16-km Syaphrubesi-Rasuwagadhi road, while
Singapore Dollar 12089 the government prepares a temporary track to restore access to the border crossing.
Japanese Yen (10 9.98
p ( ) O GAURAV POKHAREL & received little warning, he said.
Chinese Yuan 2284 | BIMAL KHATIWADA “Whoever saw the flood before it
) ) KATHMANDU, SEPT 13 reached the Rasuwagadhi border
Saudi Arab Riyal 40.79 point informed others. The first peo-
il Pl 4207 Nepal has sought Chinese assistance ple to see it were the army personnel
Qa arrnlya : to rebuild the road Ilinking at the border,” Lamsal said. “Even
Thai Bhat 463 Syaphrubesi with the Rasuwagadhi then, they could not save people. The
' border crossing, the key trade route in floods swept away the entire border
UAE Dhiram N7l the north, which was severely dam- point. There are major lessons to be
o aged by the August 26 floods. learned from this.”
Malaysian Ringit 3763 China has responded positively to Nepal and China have since
Nepal’s proposal and indicated that discussed establishing a live-tracking
Korean Won (100) 1142 it is willing to help, although no system to monitor activity in glacial
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank formal agreement has yet been lakes in the hlgh Himalayas,
signed, the Ministry of Infrastructure Lamsal said.
Development has said. “There is no difficulty in getting
BULLION PRICE PER TOLA The rough.ly 16-km Syaphrubgsi— vx{eqther information,” he said. “But itis
Rasuwagadhi road was Dbeing difficult to know when a landslide has
Sa upgraded under a Rs6.5 billion occurred in the mountains or when a
S % Fine Gold Rs 302,200 Chinese-funded project when the glacial lake has burst. We are now look-
August 26 floods swept away large sec- ing at how to address that gap.”
S Silver Rs 4,660 tions, severely damaging the border Nepal already has an agreement
crossing and cutting a major trade with India to exchange disaster ear-
SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA link between Nepal and China. ly-warning information, and a similar
The project completion period process with China is now underway;,
was 39 months. he said.
(o] BIZLINE The government is now looking “The Cabinet decided on the day of
at a temporary track to restore access the disaster that the Foreign Ministry
., . to Rasuwagadhi while working on should begin the necessary prepara-
China’s Xi proposes BRICS a longer-term plan to rebuild the road tions,” Lamsal said. “I understand

‘open-source Al zone’

NEW DELHI: China will lead the crea-
tion of an “open-source zone for arti-
ficial intelligence” for BRICS coun-
tries, President Xi Jinping said
Sunday at a summit of the 11-nation
group in New Delhi. Chinese Al com-
panies produce world-leading open-
source AI models—whose underlying
code is accessible for adaptation by
users—while US developers have
favoured closed-door approaches. The
proposal, part of the Chinese leader’s
“initiative on open-source and inclu-
sive AI”, included a promise to “sup-
port cooperation in the development
and application of large language
models”, according to a readout of
Xi’s speech from state broadcaster
CCTYV. The initiative would also
include establishing “specialised
research and training on AI” for
BRICS countries, with the goal of
“building an open ecosystem for AI”,
Xi said. The BRICS bloc, which
includes China, Russia and India,
was created in 2009 as a forum for
major emerging economies seeking
greater influence in institutions dom-
inated by Western powers. (AFp)

All eyes on US Fed to

tackle high inflation

WASHINGTON: The US Federal Reserve
goes into a key rate-setting meeting
this week with markets expecting pol-
icymakers to pull the trigger on a
rate hike to tackle persistently high
inflation—and analysts say central
bank chief Kevin Warsh’s credibility
is on the line. The world’s largest
economy has been dealing with years
of higher-than-target inflation, and
prices have surged in the wake of US
President Donald Trump’s war on
Iran, his signature tariff policies and
the ongoing AI boom. The Fed has
held rates steady since January,
choosing to wait to gauge the effects
of energy price shocks and to let the
tariffs’ effects on prices ripple
through the economy. In recent
weeks, however, several Fed policy-
makers—including Warsh himself --
have hinted that if inflation does not
show clear signs of slowing, the cen-
tral bank will have to act by raising
interest rates. On Friday, new data on
consumer inflation for August
showed it remaining steady at 3.4 per-
cent -- no change from the month
before, but still well above the Fed’s
long-term two percent target. Market
expectations of a 25-basis-point rate
hike on Wednesday surged in the
wake of the data, with the probability
at more than 85 percent according to
CME’s FedWatch tool. (AFp)

Ukraine’s economy hobbled

by Russian strikes

KYIV: Ukraine’s economy is being
crippled by intensifying Russian
strikes hitting key sectors and its
GDP could slump by 1.5 points in
2026, Kyiv officials said Saturday,
warning of a “very difficult” winter
ahead. Russia, which devastated
UKkraine’s energy sector during the
course of 4.5 years of war, has since
this summer stepped up a campaign
of missiles and drones that Kyiv is
struggling to intercept. These have
severely restricted grain exports in
the Black Sea—a crucial source of
Kyiv’s revenue. The strikes have also
targeted steel companies, another key
sector, as well as supply chains—nota-
bly in the rail sector—and major
warehouses. “The economy is in the
most difficult situation,” Ukraine’s
Prime Minister Sergiy Koretsky said
during the annual Yalta European
Strategy forum in Kyiv. He said the
intensity of the strikes and the level
of destruction have increased. “We
anticipate a very difficult winter in
terms of both critical infrastructure,
which is being destroyed every day by
Russian attacks, but also in terms of
overall economic conditions in the
country,” said Ukraine’s economy
minister, Oleksandr Kravchenko. (AFp)

in a safer location. Discussions with
China on the plan are continuing.

“China has given us a verbal com-
mitment to provide assistance,
although a written agreement has
not yet been signed,” Infrastructure
Development Minister Sunil Lamsal
told Kantipur in an interview.

“We understand that they are pre-
paring for it, and regular discussions
are also taking place.”

The government is meanwhile
assessing temporary options to restore
access to the border point.

“The route is not only a trade corri-
dor between Nepal and China. There
are many settlements along it as well,”
Lamsal said. “For now, we are prepar-
ing to use a temporary track to keep
the route to Rasuwagadhi open. In the
long term, we need to build a safer
road, but for the time being we will
make do with a temporary track.”

He added, “For now, we are prepar-
ing to operate through a temporary
track until Rasuwagadhi. In the long
term, we need to build a safer road,
but for the time being we will make do
with a temporary track.”

He said the government was exam-
ining safer ground around the exist-
ing road alignment as it works to reo-
pen the crossing.

“We are also discussing various
alternatives,” Lamsal said. “We have
sent a proposal to the Chinese govern-
ment asking for support in restoring
the border point, and we have held
discussions with them.”

Rasuwagadhi emerged as Nepal’s
main alternative trade route with
China after the Araniko Highway and
the Tatopani border area suffered
repeated disruptions, particularly fol-
lowing the 2015 earthquake.

The crossing handles imports
including electric vehicles, electrical

POSTPHOTO

The government is also considering relocating people living in areas exposed to glacial lake outburst floods and other hazards.

goods, ready-made garments, foot-
wear, agricultural products, telecom-
munications equipment, machinery
used by hydropower projects, vehicles
and industrial machinery. Nepal
exports smaller quantities of handi-
crafts, woollen goods, medicinal herbs,
noodles, copper utensils and agricul-
tural products to China, according to
the Rasuwa Customs Office.

Electric vehicles account for
around 60 percent of total imports
through the crossing, according to
customs officials.

“Large numbers of electric vehicles
used to come through Rasuwagadhi.
But after the flood on July 8, 2025,
many of them were sent directly to the
Chobhar dry port customs office,”
said Rajendra Dhungana, chief cus-
toms officer at Rasuwa.

“So we did not have consolidated
data on how many vehicles entered
through Rasuwagadhi.”

Rasuwa Customs had set a revenue
collection target of Rs25.5 billion for
the current fiscal year.

In the first month of the fiscal year,
it collected Rs1.86 billion against a
target of Rs1.78 billion.

In the second month, from mid-Au-
gust to mid-September, the target was
set at Rs2.04 billion. So far, Rs900 mil-
lion had been collected by August 25, a
day before the floods struck the border
area.

The disaster completely wiped out
the border point and its surroundings.

It remains unclear when it can reo-
pen. Customs officials say it is no
longer possible to rebuild the customs
office and other facilities at their for-
mer locations.

“Imports of garments and footwear
had picked up from mid-August ahead
of the upcoming festivals,” Dhungana
said. “The border was operating well,
and revenue collection was exceeding
the target. The flood swept everything
away within moments.”

Located about 152 km north
of Kathmandu, Rasuwagadhi has
become an important gateway for
Nepal-China trade and a major source
of customs revenue. It also plays a role
in border management and economic
activity in the northern region.

According to a historical document
published by the Rasuwa Customs
Office, the customs office was estab-
lished at Rasuwagadhi in 1956 to facil-
itate trade between residents of
Rasuwa and people in the Kerung area
of Tibet.

Tatopani had traditionally served
as the main land route for Nepal-
China trade. But the 2015 earthquake
caused extensive damage in
Sindhupalchok and left the crossing
shut for a prolonged period.
Rasuwagadhi subsequently grew into
Nepal’s principal northern trade
route.

After the Rasuwagadhi crossing
resumed operations, trade through
the route expanded and commercial

activity in the area increased. China
formally recognised it as an interna-
tional border crossing in 2017, further
increasing its importance.

The crossing was hit by another
major flood on July 8, 2025, when the
Lhende river, near the Nepal-China
border, swelled and swept away the
Miteri bridge. The customs yard at
Timure was also inundated, destroy-
ing vehicles and containers parked
there. The crossing resumed opera-
tions about six months later, on
January 1, 2026.

But just months after reopening,
the Dborder point was again
devastated, this time by the August 26
Bhotekoshi flood.

The government is now preparing
to restore the crossing once again
after the Bhotekoshi disaster.

The disaster also raised questions
about whether Nepal had received
adequate warning from the Chinese
side, as the floods originated upstream
in Tibet.

Lamsal, however, said the disaster
appeared to have caught China off
guard as well.

“It seems the Bhotekoshi floods
were also ‘unpredicted’ for the Chinese
side,” he said. “There was some dis-
turbance upstream, but nobody
noticed it. China also suffered signifi-
cant damage.”

Videos circulated on social media
after the disaster suggested that peo-
ple on the Chinese side had also

that the ministry has already moved
the process forward.”

The government is also considering
relocating people living in areas
exposed to glacial lake outburst floods
and other hazards.

“We are also assessing settlements
along other riverbanks across the
country,” Lamsal said. “The govern-
ment is preparing to identify areas
that could be at risk if glacial lakes
burst.”

He said work had already begun to
identify vulnerable routes, markets
and settlements that may need to be
relocated. A separate task force has
been formed to study the issue, with a
detailed report expected within a
month.

“We will then decide how to move
the process forward,” he said.

The government has also formed
separate task forces to work on roads
and bridges, temporary shelters, hold-
ing centres and drinking-water sup-
plies, among other needs.

For people displaced by the
Bhotekoshi floods, the immediate plan
is to provide temporary accommoda-
tion in safer locations nearby.

An estimated 8,692 households, or
39,114 people, were affected by the dis-
aster, according to Lamsal. They were
initially placed in 39 holding centres.

“But we never intended to keep
them there for more than a week,” he
said. “We also believe that keeping
people in such conditions for a pro-
longed period is not appropriate psy-
chologically.”

Connectivity problems have delayed
the relocation process, he said. The
government is considering providing
financial assistance to people who can
rent accommodation on their own,
while also building temporary houses
for those who need them.

Lights out in Laos as electricity exports surge

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
VIENTIANE, SEPT 13

Isolated, under-developed Laos
brands itself the “Battery of
Southeast Asia”, powering its neigh-
bours with dozens of hydroelectric
plants, but frequent power outages
leave its own people in the dark.

Exports of electricity to neigh-
bouring countries including
Thailand and Vietham are a key
source of revenue for the
landlocked nation, designated as a
least developed country by the
United Nations.

But most of the power generated
leaves the country and, combined
with an ageing grid, that results
in frequent outages and sometimes
having to import electricity to
meet demand.

When the power cuts out after
dark in Vientiane, families
wander outside to avoid the stifling
heat indoors, using cell phones to
light their way.

At one of the two main public
hospitals, a doctor in the paediat-
rics emergency department is used
to watching medical equipment
suddenly shut down until the gener-
ators kick in.

“Over the past three to six
months, we’'ve often faced electrici-
ty problems, especially at the chil-
dren’s centre,” said the doctor, who
spoke on condition of anonymity.

“A ventilator came to a halt, but we
do have a generator at the hospital.”

When old wiring recently caused
an electrical fire in the alley outside
the hospital, a blackout cut power to
X-ray, ultrasound and ventilator
equipment, she said.

Elsewhere in the city, a front-desk
staffer at a health clinic said power
outages occurred two to three
times a week, usually announced
beforehand.

Without a generator, “we have to
reconnect the electricity from a

store next to us”, said the staffer,
who also requested anonymity in a
one-party communist state where
authorities do not tolerate dissent.

When the power is restored,
the cry rings out across the city:
“It’s back!”

Laos exported around two-thirds
of its total generated electricity
in 2023, according to the World
Bank, but experts say that figure is
now even higher.

One former technical expert
at state utility Electricite du Laos
(EDL) put the figure at around
80 percent.

In the decade to 2024, annual elec-
tricity exports more than tripled,
from 12 terawatt-hours (TWh) to 38
TWh, according to official data—
enough to power Paris for a year
and a half.

In 2023, they brought in $2.65 bil-
lion, according to the government,
often sold in deals struck by the

AFP/RSS
Alocal villager walks across a rice field to fish in Hadxayfong district, Vientiane, with
high-voltage transmission lines spanning the Mekong River behind him as part of the
network through which the country exports electricity to neighbouring Thailand.

state with businesses that invest in
Laos’s infrastructure.

“Transmission lines from most
projects are ‘dedicated’ to their cus-
tomers,” said Grant Hauber, an Asia
adviser at the Institute for Energy
Economics and Financial Analysis.

“Meaning they are not connected
domestically to Laos consumers.”

Much of Laos’s distribution
grid dates back to the 1970s, and
now struggles to Kkeep pace
with an increasingly modern econo-
my of tourism, massive infrastruc-
ture, urban development and air
conditioning.

In Vientiane, a power line once
used for one household now covers
whole apartment blocks with many
units, straining old transformers.

In rural areas, if a tree falls onto
the power lines, it can cause a black-
out for one village, sometimes sever-
al, because there is no backup.

Bounchan Manochit, a shop

owner in northern Luang Prabang
province, said that with no lights,
wild animals may enter residents’
homes at night.

“We can’t see them,” she said. “It
can be dangerous.”

Almost all of Laos’s population of
eight million has access to electrici-
ty, up from just 15 percent in 1995,
according to the government.

But EDL, charged with maintain-
ing the grid, is tackling large debts
incurred during the expansion and
due to consumer subsidies.

With hydropower accounting for
80 percent of production as of 2024,
supply dwindles in the dry season
from March to August.

At times, Laos has struggled to
provide power to its neighbours and
finds itself importing energy, at sig-
nificant cost, according to a recent
World Bank report.

“Electricity production has
already fallen short of domestic
demand and export contracts on
several occasions,” it said.

Laos’s main export market is
Thailand but it is diversifying its
client and energy mix.

Vietnam has recently stepped up
imports, including through Laos’s
Monsoon Wind project, the region’s
largest wind farm that became oper-
ational last year.

Researcher Le Hong Hiep of
the ISEAS-Yusof Ishak Institute
noted the growing demands of
Vietnam’s manufacturing sector
and the country’s own issues with
energy production—but said poli-
tics also played a part.

“Vietnam also wants to import
more electricity from Laos to
increase its leverage over Laos,”
part of a wider contest with China
for influence in Vientiane, he said.

The energy from the Monsoon
Wind project is destined only for
Vietnam.

“Zero for local,” noted the former
expert at EDL.

China, Russia, India
seek economic
cooperation at BRICS

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NEW DELHI, SEPT 13

BRICS leaders including China, Russia and
India entered a second day of talks in New
Delhi on Sunday, discussing “inclusive global
growth”, after reaching a rare agreement call-
ing for calm in the Middle East.

Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi called
for “cooperation” within the bloc, which he has
said represents “50 percent of the world’s popu-
lation, 40 percent of global GDP and more than
25 percent of global trade”.

“The power of BRICS lies in our diversity
and cooperation,” Modi told leaders, including
Chinese President Xi Jinping and Russian
President Vladimir Putin, on the final day of
talks. BRICS was created in 2009 as a forum for
major emerging economies seeking greater
influence in institutions dominated by Western
powers. The group is seeking to bolster its glob-
al influence and address conflict, trade turbu-
lence and energy security.

“We have tried to push inclusive global
growth,” Modi said.

“We may be rooted in different realities, but
together we rise through cooperation and blos-
som for humanity,” he said.

The first day of the summit on Saturday was
dominated by the conflict in the Middle East.

BRICS foreign ministers had failed to agree
on a joint statement in New Delhi in May, with
Iran, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates divided over the war that began with
US-Israeli strikes on February 28.

However, leaders—who also included Iranian
President Masoud Pezeshkian—issued a state-
ment after intense diplomatic efforts by host
India. “We express deep concern over the con-
tinued escalation of tensions in Middle East/
West Asia,” the joint statement said, adding
that the BRICS countries “call for exercising
maximum restraint”.

Modi maintains cordial relations with both
Iran and US ally Israel, but is also careful to
strike a delicate balance in India’s ties with
Washington.
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Ruthless Rybakina dethrones Sabalenka
to capture first US Open crown

The Russian-born Kazakh's icy composure on the grand stage helped her snap

QO REUTERS
NEW YORK, SEPT 13

Elena Rybakina delivered a devastat-
ing display to dethrone two-time
defending champion Aryna Sabalenka
with a 6-4 5-7 6-2 win in the US Open
final on Saturday, earning a third
Grand Slam crown to accompany her
ascent to world number one.

The Russian-born Kazakh’s icy
composure on the grand stage helped
her snap Sabalenka’s 20-match win-
ning streak at Flushing Meadows and
denied the Belarusian the chance to
emulate Serena Williams and Chris
Evert with three straight New York
titles.

An ankle injury had threatened to
derail Rybakina’s campaign even
before the tournament started, but the
27-year-old shrugged off those con-
cerns to add the US Open title to her
Australian Open triumph this year
and Wimbledon success in 2022.

“It’s tough to find words ... I didn’t
expect anything like this coming into
the tournament,” said Rybakina, who
became only the third woman this
century to claim both hardcourt
majors in the same year after
Sabalenka and Angelique Kerber.

“TI've been dealing a bit with an
injury. Somehow, everything aligned
together on my side. Aryna ... it’s so
difficult to play against you. You push
me to the limit.

“l want to say thank you to the
beautiful spectators for
such a beautiful atmos-
phere. I'm falling in
love with New York
more and more.”

Saturday’s title
showdown at Arthur
Ashe Stadium had all
the ingredients of a
classic between the
top two in the rank-

ings, and though
Sabalenka brought
late aggression,

Rybakina was typical-
ly unruffled and pre-
vailed to pocket the
$5.5 million prize.

“It’s going to be dif-
ferent to wake up the
next morning knowing
you'’ve won the US
Open and achieved
the world number
one ranking,”
said Rybakina,
who collected her
trophy from
Russian five-time
Grand Slam cham-

pion Maria
Sharapova.
“It’s a relief,

Sabalenka’s 20-match winning streak at Flushing Meadows .
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Kazakhstan's Elena Rybakina kisses the winner’s trophy after winning the women’s singles final tennis match against Belarus’s Aryna
Sabalenka on day fourteen of the US Open tennis tournament at the USTA Billie Jean King National Tennis Center in New York City, Saturday.
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"CLASSIC

because you do all the

routines for the past
two to three weeks.
It’s a lot of work, a
lot of nerves also.”

Stinging ground-
strokes
Dressed in a yellow-
and-black match kit
that evoked a bee,
Rybakina produced
some stinging
groundstrokes but
was unable to make
the early pressure
count as Sabalenka
unleashed big
serves to hold firm
in the pair’s third
Grand Slam
final meeting.
The second
seed drew first
blood to go
ahead 3-2 fol-
lowing a
Sabalenka dou-
ble fault, with
the frustrated
Belarusian earning
a code violation
immediately after-

wards for launching a ball high into
the stands of the main showcourt.

“It’s really tough to control your
emotions when you lose in the final of
the Grand Slam and when you're try-
ing to go for the ‘three-peat’ so I want-
ed to let it go,” Sabalenka said.

“If T had held it inside, I wouldn’t be
able to say a word.”

|_Saturday's showdown
had all the ingredients
of a classic between the
top two in the rankings.

_

Sabalenka’s irritation became
increasingly evident with each missed
shot and squandered opportunity, in
stark contrast to the trademark calm
etched on Rybakina’s face as the
Kazakh tightened her grip on the
opening set and clinched it with a
tight hold.

A sudden drop-off in Rybakina’s
level midway through the second set
gave the 28-year-old Sabalenka hope,
and she produced a delicate drop shot
and a stunning backhand crosscourt

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Don’t be so hasty in your actions, and take the time
to think things through. You have a special connec-
tion with your feelings today that can aid in clearing
some of the fog in your thinking.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

You may be a bit protective of your emotions, but
realize that much of what you're feeling is best
experienced through expressing it to others.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

CROSSWORD

People are likely to snap more easily since fuses will
be extra short. Take care as you approach the deep
end. Make sure you have your life jacket on.

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

(i |

Your nurturing gifts are in high demand by those
around you. They’ll need a sensitive shoulder to lean
on. Just make sure you don’t lose yourself in the

process. Save some energy for you.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Do what you need to do, and others will catch up
when they’re ready. You aren’t responsible for the
well-being of others. Concentrate on you.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

L NS
AN

Express yourself with confidence so you don’t come
across as helpless or clingy. Your sensitivity is a gift
that others will recognize and appreciate.

HOROSCOPE

winner en route to forcing a deciding
set. Sabalenka let out a roar after
another backhand winner to hold in a
tight opening game of the third set.

Commanding lead

However, Rybakina’s quality shone
through her red-and-blue-framed
racket as she took a commanding 5-2
lead and then closed out a famous tri-
umph to leave her Belarusian rival
without any major silverware in 2026.

The typically mild-mannered
Rybakina’s celebration had little more
pizzazz than one might expect from a
routine match victory, and she calmly
packed her belongings at her bench as
Sabalenka sat with her demolished
racket.

“It’s the last thing I want to do right
now, give a speech. But I'll try my
very best,” said a teary Sabalenka,
who lost to Rybakina in the Australian
Open final this year.

“I'm disappointed, but I want to
congratulate Elena. I wish I could per-
form a bit better, but I guess next
year.”

The action resumes on Sunday with
another final, where Ben Shelton bids
to end a 23-year American wait for a
men’s Grand Slam champion when he
plays top seed Alexander Zverev.

Five-star Brighton crush
10-man Coventry

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
COVENTRY, UNITED KINGDOM, SEPT 13

Brighton thrashed 10-man Coventry
5-0 on Sunday to move into fourth
place in the Premier League and leave
Frank Lampard’s side rooted to the
bottom of the table.

Charalampos  Kostoulas put
Brighton ahead in the first half and
Malick Yalcouye doubled their lead
soon after the interval. Coventry strik-
er Taiwo Awoniyi was sent off for
violent conduct in the second half.

Pascal Gross netted from the penal-
ty spot and Lewis Dunk curled home
from long-range.

Yasin Ayari wrapped up Brighton’s
emphatic victory as Coventry’s frus-
trated fans flooded to the exits well
before the final whistle.

Coventry are still looking for their
first Premier League goal since 2001
after going scoreless while losing their
first four top-flight matches this sea-
son. Lampard’s men are the only
Premier League team without a point
this season. The Sky Blues were pro-
moted from the Championship last
season to end their 25-year exile from
the Premier League.

Brighton are into the top four after
winning for the second time this term
and the first since their 4-0 rout of
Aston Villa on the opening weekend.

Fabian Hurzeler’s side should have
taken the lead when Jay Dasilva made
a hash of an attempted clearance, but
the unmarked Diego Gomez lashed
just wide from 12 yards.

Coventry threatened through Jack
Rudoni but he couldn’t keep his head-

er on target from Dasilva’s cross.

The same pair nearly combined to
put Coventry in front moments later.

Dasilva picked out Rudoni in the
Coventry area and the midfielder’s
cushioned volley forced a superb save
from Bart Verbruggen. Verbruggen
made another eye-catching stop to
repel Frank Onyeka’s volley after the
midfielder cleverly flicked the ball up
for his shot. Brighton took the lead in
the 35th minute thanks to Kostoulas’s
inspired moment.

The teenage Greek striker astutely
nodded Gross’s pass beyond two
Coventry defenders and turned to drill
a fine finish past Carl Rushworth.

Ephron Mason-Clark squandered a
chance to haul Coventry level immedi-
ately after the interval, scuffing
straight at Verbruggen from close-
range. Yalcouye made Coventry pay
for that miss, accelerating away from
the defence to double Brighton’s
advantage with a clinical strike in the
51st minute.

A miserable day for Coventry took a
turn for the worse two minutes later
when Awoniyi was dismissed for clat-
tering Maxim de Cuyper in the face
with his elbow. Brighton piled on the
misery for Lampard, netting for the
third time in the 70th minute.

Bobby Thomas’s foul on Kostoulas
conceded a penalty that Gross slotted
home with ease. Dunk scored the goal
of the day in the 83rd minute, curling
a spectacular effort into the top corner
from 25 yards. Ayari put the seal on
Brighton’s rampant performance in
stoppage-time as he whipped a com-
posed low strike past Rushworth.

Hermann, Esterhuizen hit fitties
as South Africa ecrush Namibia

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
WINDHOEK, SEPT 13

Openers Jordan Hermann and Connor
Esterhuizen scored half-centuries as
South Africa hammered Namibia by
nine wickets on Sunday to complete
the sweep of three one-day interna-
tionals. South Africa are third in the
ODI rankings and second-tier cricket
nation Namibia 16th, and the gulf in
class was demonstrated in Windhoek
over five days.

The visitors won the rain-shortened
first ODI by 99 runs and the second by
157 runs with the same squad that won
a preceding Twenty20 tri-series
involving Namibia and Zimbabwe.

Hermann and Esterhuizen, two of
the players given opportunities in a
young, experimental South African
side, have starred in the ODI series.
Both struck centuries in earlier
matches.

On Sunday, Hermann top scored

with 77 and Esterhuizen was unbeaten
on 68 as South Africa, chasing 157 to
win, reached the target for the loss of
only one wicket after 21.3 overs.

Hermann fell after facing 59 balls
when a low, angled delivery from
seamer Waldo Smith uprooted the
stumps. His knock included 13 fours.

Esterhuizen hit three sixes and four
fours off 68 deliveries before Dewald
Brevis sealed victory through a fierce-
ly struck six. Namibia won the toss
and posted 156 with wicketkeeper
Zane Green the last man out after top
scoring with 33 runs.

The innings ended when a Green
chip eluded the covers, but not captain
Bjorn Fortuin, who dashed from extra
cover to make a spectacular diving
catch.

Spinner Fortuin (4-33) was the most
successful South African bowler and
is in the squad that will host world
champions Australia in a three-match
ODI series from September 24.

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

People may be extra touchy and impatient with ridic-
ulous banter, even if it is polite. Try not to make
sense of things that seem confusing now. Come back

to them in a couple days.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

You’ll be able to communicate your feelings clearly,
and you should find their receptivity to your
= thoughts much greater than usual.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

Emotions that have been building up are likely to
express themselves now, much like a volcano burst-
ing under the pressure of tons of molten lava.

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

You might pick up on others’ intense energy, so be
careful. Sympathize with others, but don’t take on
their garbage. They need to take out their own trash.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

R

SUDOKU

If people ask how you’re doing, be honest. Others will
be able to see right through you, so don’t try to hide
your feelings. Today is a good day to say how you
really feel.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

Your intense nature is powerful, so act wisely. Today
may well be one in which other people realize that
you really aren’t as crazy as they first thought.

HOROSCOPE.COM

ACROSS 53 Fall mo.

1 Pick up 54 Pertaining to

5 Stare open- mail
mouthed 56 Discemning

9 False god 60 Girl

13 Not doing 61 Silk-cotton tree
anything 64 Dry

14 Daughter of 65 Director —
King Lear Freminger

15 Competent 66 llls

16 Breakfast, lunch 67 — and dine

or dinner

17 With

18 Ancient Brit

19 Cried intensely

21 Builds

23 Amend text

25 — Croft: Tomb
Raider

28 Haggle

29 Swamp

33 Seed vessel

34 Stage direction

38 — Hawkins Day

37 Midway
attraction

39 Cabs

41 Domino

42 River in France

44 “Tha —
Professor”

46 Hearing organ

47 Is entitled to

49 Scber

51 Felines

68 “At which time?"”
69 Farming need
70 Org.

DOWN
Tree branch
Concept
Imperfection
Bank worker
Jewel
In the past
Auto body part
Memory trace
Casino game
Aid and —

“— Well That

Ends Well”

12 Permit

14 Glowing

20 Advantage

22 Statue in
Piccadilly Circus

24 Giant god

26 |daho's capital

27 Reptile
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— INTERVIEW ——

Why Deepa Bhasthi wants translations to keep their ‘accent’

The International Booker-winning translator discusses preserving the soul, musicality and rhythm of a language, and why a translation should not erase its cultural roots.

nternational Booker Prize-winning

translator Deepa Bhasthi is in

Kathmandu as one of the mentors at

a three-day literary translation work-

shop at Kathmandu University’s
Dhulikhel campus.

The workshop, organised jointly by
Kathmandu University’s Department of
Languages and Mass Communication and
the University of Chicago’s South Asian
Literature in Translation (SALT), brought
together writers and translators working
with Nepali, Maithili, Tibetan and Nepal
Bhasa.

Bhasthi became the first Indian transla-
tor to win the International Booker
Prize in 2025 for her translation of
Banu Mushtaq’s ‘Heart Lamp’, a
collection of 12 short stories
written over more than 30
years that chronicle the
everyday lives and struggles
of women in southern
India.

In this conversation
with  Post’s Anish
Ghimire, she talks
about why a transla-
tion should retain
the ‘soul’ and
rhythm of its
original lan-
guage, the
importance
of reading
more South
Asian litera-
ture, and why
she has ‘nothing

kind to say
about AT'.
‘Heart Lamp’

became the first
collection trans-
lated from
Kannada to win
the International

perfectly, but we can try to do so to the best
of our ability.

Adding to that, what do you think should
remain untranslated in a translation?

I don’t think there’s a one-rule-fits-all idea
in translation. It depends on the project:
what to retain, what to leave untranslated.
I think it’s a word-by-word choice that one
has to make: whether something should
remain untranslated or be transliterated.

Who is the translator ultimately responsi-
ble to—the original writer, the original
language, the reader, or the text itself?
And what happens when those
responsibilities conflict?

I think the conflict is always
going to be there, especially in
the case of Kannada and
English. They are very dif-
ferent languages, with
almost nothing in com-
mon, so the conflict will
always exist. But again, I
think some of the best
literature exists within
these conflicts.

I can’t really speak for
all translators, but for
me, I am always led by
language. The lan-
guage is important to
me. I am not taken
in by the fame of a
writer.

For me, the ques-

tion is: how best can I

convey the linguistic

culture of Kannada
into English? That’s
my area of interest.

Nepal has a rich lit-
erary tradition in
Nepali and many

Booker. What was par-

ticularly difficult about

translating Mushtaq, not just linguisti-
cally, but culturally and emotionally?

Every translation project comes with its
own challenges and constraints. The char-
acters in Mushtaq’s stories are Muslim,
but the problems they face are not restrict-
ed to the Muslim community. They are the
experiences of women living under patri-
archy around the world. That relatability
is what made it easy for me to understand
these characters.

Culturally, though, they were very dif-
ferent from my lived experiences, so I did
a lot of research. I like to call it ‘method
translation’ because I really tried to get
into the culture to the best of my abilities.
Obviously, it’s not possible to live like
these characters, but I watched a lot of
Urdu serials and films, and listened to
Sufi-infused music to set the mood.

Emotionally, I'm not a very emotional
reader. Reading is very different from
reading as a potential translator of that
work. I'm not very sentimental in that

Call for
contributions

The Kathmandu Post invites well-re-
searched and creative pitches for
‘Fiction Park’ stories and feature arti-
cles—travelogues, book reviews, and
pieces on technology, culture, and life-
style. To ensure your articles get our
attention, please keep the following
things in mind when inquiring about
and submitting your pieces.

All your stories should be pitched to
the Features desk, not the editor. Email
your piece or pitch (along with a
high-resolution headshot and a one-
line bio) to tkpfeatures@gmail.com.

We will respond only to well-written
stories and pitches that have original
ideas. Plagiarism will lead to blacklist-
ing. We suggest that you Google your
pitch before writing to us. If you’re
submitting an article that the Post or
other publications have already cov-
ered, tell us why your piece offers
something new.

The Post receives dozens of pitches
every day from aspiring writers and
students. We cannot respond to every
single email, but if we like your idea,
we will get back to you.

COURTESY OF PRASHIM MAHARJAN

way. I see it as a story and as language, so
you can’t let that affect you.

I don’t think it would make for a good
translation if you approached something
too emotionally. You have to step back
from being a fan of the work and look at it
from a much more critical perspective.

You speak about “translating with an
accent” rather than making a text sound
completely natural in English. What does
an accent allow a translation to retain?

The soul of the original language—the
soul, the musicality, the rhythm of that
particular language.

other languages,
but relatively little
Nepali literature reaches international
readers through translation. What do you
think is required for more South Asian
literatures to travel across linguistic
borders, not just into English, but
between each other?

There just have to be more translations.
We’ve always had a culture of transla-
tion in South Asia, if you want to look at
it that way. Because we’re all thinking in
two or three languages. We're always
translating between these languages,
whether we’re at home, at work, or with
friends. We speak different languages in
our heads. We live in different languages.

I don’t think AI is anywhere close to
being capable of translating literary fic-
tion. When Al is capable of shedding tears
over sorrow, laughing at a silly joke, and,
you know, being human, then I’ll decide
to worry.

If an Al produces a translation that
readers cannot distinguish from a human
translation, does it matter who translated
the book?

That’s a very interesting question.

It might not matter to the person who is
giving the prompt, but I think it is an
insult to hundreds of thousands of years
of human evolution. It is insulting to a
person’s intelligence and critical-thinking
abilities to take something a machine has
produced and try to pass it off as some-
thing a human has done.

Am I completely against Al as a technol-
ogy? Yes, for sure. Am I against it in crea-
tive fields? Oh my goodness, yes!

Al has its uses in some fields—science,
medical science, and so on—so please use
it to do whatever it can there.

But we don’t need this stupid "80s social
media trend, or to feed all these big tech
companies at our expense. I mean, come
on, at what cost? We are all seeing what
is happening because of these big tech
companies.

What do you think young
translators worry about too much—and
what should they be worrying about
instead?

I don’t think young translators worry
enough about critical thinking. Everyone
is so geared towards doing everything
quicker. I think translators don’t read
enough. I always say you have to read
more than you write, and listen more than
you talk.

And we should read more South Asian
literature. We’re very happy to read trans-
lations from French, Italian and German,
which we should, but we also need to read
stories from our own part of the world.
That’s the only way we’ll have the confi-
dence to tell the world, ‘Hey, our story is
my favourite.’

Talking about books, can you give me
your 3 quick book recommendations?

I’'m currently reading ‘Brotherless Nights’
by V V Ganeshananthan, which is

incredible.

Anything by Claire Keegan, especially
‘Foster’.

And thirdlyy, I'd recommend a

Kannada book, ‘Karimayi’, written by
Chandrashekhara Kambara and

translated by Krishna Manavalli.

Because, there is no such thing as
standard English. I don’t think it even
exists. Also, I don’t think that’s the point
of translation at all. Otherwise, it just
becomes a very clinical, very literal, very
dry work without the essence.

You need a soul to have a life. Languages
have these souls. Obviously, we can’t carry
them over to another linguistic culture

I have nothing kind to say about Al

As Al becomes increasingly capable of
translating languages, what do you think
it still struggles to understand about a
literary text? And what might be lost
when we allow a machine to make those
choices for us?

AP/RSS

Banu Mushtaq (right), author of ‘Heart Lamp’, and translator Deepa Bhasthi hold the trophies after

winning the International Booker Prize, in London on May 20, 2025.

A year later, the
(Gen Z movement

lives on 1n art
Songs, theatre, photography and visual

art continue to document, mourn and
make sense of a movement that
transformed Nepal’s political landscape.

SCREENGRAB VIAYOUTUBE

Swoopna Suman in a scene from his music video ‘Yaad Haru Ma.

O BHUMIKA SHRESTHA
KATHMANDU

ew Baneshwar, one of

Kathmandu’s busiest traffic junc-

tions, is no longer defined only by

the sound of horns and rushing

vehicles. It also carries the mem-
ory of a day when a movement altered the
country’s political course.

A year has passed since September 8, 2025.

The voices that had been humming for
years grew louder that day. A year later, the
government has changed, and many of those
voices continue to echo.

Art became one of the ways those voices
found expression.

What could not be said directly was said in
verse, colour, sound and in performances.
Photographs, paintings, music, poetry and
theatre created a space to document, process
and remember the movement.

‘Yaad Haru Ma’ by Swoopna Suman, which
premiered on September 6, 2026, serves as a

farewell letter to those who lost their lives
during the movement.

The entire song speaks through the voice of
someone who has passed away, reassuring,
apologising, and asking not to be endlessly
mourned.

Similarly, Neetesh Jung Kunwar’s song
‘Speechless’ released on September 7, 2026
describes a complete silence, where even
‘motherland’ fails to carry the weight of what
happened.

‘Yaad Haru Ma’ offers comfort,
‘Speechless’ sits with abandonment.

On September 8, 2026, Katha Ghera, in col-
laboration with Freedom Studio, staged a
playback theatre performance, ‘Remembering
September 8.

Akanchha Karki, the production’s director,
describes theatre as an “empathy-generating
medium”.

In that small room, Karki believes, some-
thing larger happens, not just performance,
but collective healing, collective catharsis.

That same day, ‘@ (K?) organised with

but

Kaalo.101, Nepal Point, Photo Circle, and sever-
al other collaborators, opened its doors for the
public. This is an ongoing art exhibition that
will run for a full year, until September 8, 2027.
It is open Wednesdays to Sundays 4 to 6 pm at
Kaalo.101, Lalitpur.

Visitors can contribute as they wish with
artworks, stories, or thoughts.

A day later, on September 9, 2026, another
group of Gen Z youths staged their own play at
the old parliament building in New Baneshwar.
It retold the movement’s story, from the protest
to the election that eventually elected Balendra
Shah as the Prime Minister.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF KAALO.101/INSTAGRAM
Ongoing art exhibition ‘K?’

PHTOTO: COURTESY OF FREEDOM STUDIO- KATHA GHERA/INSTAGRAM

Katha Ghera Productions, in collaboration with Freedom Studio, staged the play
‘Remembering September 8’ on Tuesday.
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