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[ran’s president says
US memorandum
best path out of war

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
AUG 23

Iran’s president on Sunday defended
a memorandum of understanding
with the United States as the best way
out of a stalled war while the new
head of the Islamic Republic’s top
security body took a more defiant
stance, warning of retaliation if
neighbours support US threats to fur-
ther sanction Tehran.

Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent
on Monday is expected to announce
new economic measures against Iran
after the US vowed to impose an
“unprecedented” level of economic
warfare and isolation.

Meanwhile, an Israeli settler beat a
Palestinian man outside his home,
and Israel’s military said it was pursu-
ing a stabbing suspect in a separate
attack, in the latest violence in the
occupied West Bank. An Israeli air-
strike in Gaza killed a child, according
to a local hospital. “There is not a sin-
gle provision in this agreement that
amounts to capitulation,” Pezeshkian
said in a speech published by state-
run IRNA early Sunday.

“The supreme leader sets the poli-
cies, and we will follow that path.”

The memorandum of understand-
ing opened a 60-day period for talks
aimed at ending the war and reaching
an accord on Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme. That period ended last week,
but no signs of compromise have
emerged, especially on the crucial
issue of reopening the Strait of
Hormuz, vital to global shipping.

Pezeshkian linked the agreement
to Iran’s economic prospects, saying
the country can’t attract investment
in this stalled phase.

Nearly six months into the war,
Iran’s economy is suffering under
sanctions and a US naval blockade.

The hard-line leader of Iran’s
Supreme National Security Council,
in his most extensive public
comments since being named to the
post earlier this month, warned
Tehran’s neighbours against joining
the new US effort to hurt Iran’s
economy and said they would be con-
sidered enemies.

“If [Trump] wants to do something,
we will retaliate in a seismic manner,”
Mohsen Rezaei told the state broad-
caster in an interview that aired
late Saturday. He said Iran would tar-
get oil-shipping routes out of the
Persian Gulf—alternatives to the
Strait of Hormuz—if neighbours
join in. Rezaei, a former Revolutionary
Guard commander and military
adviser to Supreme Leader Ayatollah
Mojtaba Khamenei, was part of
senior appointments widely seen as
hardening Tehran’s political and mili-
tary stance.

There were no confirmed attacks in
the Strait of Hormuz over the past
48 hours, a multinational coalition
overseen by the US Navy said on
Sunday, with shipping traffic still at
reduced levels.

Meanwhile, Pakistani Field
Marshal Asim Munir will lead a
delegation to Tehran on Monday,
Iranian state television reported, cit-
ing Iran’s Foreign Ministry spokesper-
son, Esmail Baghaei.

Nepal must lock in India’s power
market before the window closes

India’s electricity demand is projected to double over the next decade, but its expansion
of solar, wind and nuclear power means Nepal cannot always relay on cross-border trade.
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The 456MW Upper Tamakoshi in Dolakha currently stands as Nepal's biggest hydroelectricity project.

O GOKARNA AWASTHI &
SEEMA TAMANG
KATHMANDU, AUG 23

India’s electricity demand is projected
to more than double over the next
decade as the country pursues its
ambition of becoming a developed
nation and a leading global economic
power by 2047.

The Central Electricity Authority’s
National Generation Adequacy Plan
(2026-27 to 2035-36), which maps India’s
power sector transition over the next
10 years, projects peak electricity
demand to reach 458.7 GW by 2035-36.
To meet that demand, India’s total
installed capacity is expected to more
than double from 520.5 GW to 1,121 GW.

On August 15, marking India’s 80th
Independence Day, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi announced that his
government was moving ahead with a
target of 100 GW of nuclear power
capacity by 2047, describing nuclear
energy as an important component of
the country’s energy security.

These developments point to a
potentially huge market for Nepali
electricity in India. But energy experts
warn that Nepal cannot take the
Indian market for granted.

India is not only expanding its own
generation capacity to meet rising
demand, but is also rapidly investing
in solar, wind, hydropower, battery
storage, pumped-storage projects and
nuclear energy. Its push towards a
diversified energy mix could eventual-
ly make Indian buyers more selective
about the electricity they purchase
from Nepal.

The nuclear power expansion, in
particular, could become another fac-
tor that Nepal needs to consider while

planning its hydropower strategy.

“Now we need to focus on agree-
ments of five, 15 and 25 years with
India or Bangladesh for individual
projects,” said Kulman Ghising, for-
mer energy minister. “For that, the
government must move seriously to
ensure the market for electricity, from
developing hydropower projects to
expanding cross-border transmission
lines and exporting power.”

India’s latest energy projections
suggest that it will increasingly need
electricity that is available when
required, reliable and competitively
priced—not just surplus power gener-
ated by Nepal during the monsoon.

|_There are also worries
about geopolitical risk
of depending heavily
on a single market.

_

That makes long-term power pur-
chase agreements (PPAs) increasingly
important, stakeholders say.

Some also worry about the geopolit-
ical risks of depending heavily on a
single market. Nepal-India relations
have at times deteriorated sharply,
with India imposing major economic
blockades or trade restrictions on
Nepal in 1969, 1988-89 and 2015-16 amid
geopolitical tensions and disagree-
ments over Nepal’s domestic or for-
eign policies.

If bilateral relations sour in the
future, India’s expanding domestic
generation capacity could give it
greater flexibility in deciding whether

Political meddling, outdated machinery
push Udayapur Cement to the brink

With liabilities over Rs5 billion, factory has been unable to pay employees for 17 months.

POSTPHOTO

The cement plant in Udayapur is no longer in operation.

O BHOTRAJ RAI
UDAYAPUR, AUG 23

Shankar Thapa, a worker at the vener-
able Udayapur Cement factory in east-
ern Nepal, has been surviving for the
past 17 months without a salary. “It
has become extremely difficult to run

the household without a pay,” Thapa
told Kantipur recently. His children’s
education has been affected, and he
has had to borrow money to meet
household expenses. “We have sur-
vived on loans for all these months,”
he said. “Now we are struggling even
to put food on the table.”

Thapa’s plight is shared by hun-
dreds of workers at the state-owned
factory, which is struggling to stay
afloat amid mounting liabilities,
ageing machinery and years of politi-
cal interference.

According to Chakra Karki, secre-
tary of the struggle committee, an
ad hoc body formed to represent
employees and workers, some workers
have even died without being able to
afford medical treatment after falling
ill. Karki said 10 workers died while
waiting for their salaries, while most
of those still waiting for their pay
have fallen deep into debt.

The industry has an approved staff
strength of 580, but only 173 employ-
ees are currently working there.

They have also been deprived of
provident fund contributions, insur-
ance and other benefits. The 139
retired employees have yet to receive
all the benefits due to them.

The factory said its liabilities
towards employees alone have piled
up to more than Rsl billion, including
47 months of unpaid provident
fund contributions, 37 months of con-
tributions to the Citizen Investment
Trust and three years of unpaid insur-
ance premiums.

>> Continued on page 5

and when to purchase electricity from
Nepal, say experts.

As India expands its solar, wind,
hydropower and energy-storage capac-
ity, it will increasingly be able to
assess Nepal’s electricity on the basis
of price, reliability and availability.

That is why experts say Nepal needs
to lock in markets through long-term
agreements while also diversifying
beyond India.

>> Continued on page 2

RSP yet to clear way
for anti-graft scrutiny
of Cabinet decisions

Despite its pledge to tackle corruption, the government
has yet to amend the CIAA Act to define "policy decisions.

O KUL CHANDRA NEUPANE
KATHMANDU, AUG 23

Nearly five months after taking office
on a promise to deliver good govern-
ance, the Rastriya Swatantra Party-
led government has yet to take for-
ward a pending amendment that could
bring corruption concealed as Cabinet
“policy decisions” within the jurisdic-
tion of Nepal’s anti-graft agency.

Lawmakers frequently ask what
actually constitutes a ‘policy deci-
sion’, Rabi Lamichhane, the RSP
chair, told the State Affairs and Good
Governance Committee of Parliament
on Thursday. “We must clarify this.

“Otherwise, how can the Cabinet
function? Which prime minister can
work effectively? If we are afraid of
making policy decisions, how will the
country move forward? How can we
achieve good governance, develop-
ment, and prosperity?”

Lamichhane’s remarks came as law-
makers and officials discussed an
amendment to the Commission for
Investigation of Abuse of Authority
(CIAA) Act, which would clarify the
scope of Cabinet decisions that can be
investigated for corruption.

The legal ambiguity has created a
dilemma. While a broad definition
could make ministers reluctant to
take legitimate policy decisions, the
lack of a clear definition has also
allowed routine administrative deci-
sions to be elevated to the Cabinet and
potentially shielded from scrutiny.

“What is a policy decision? What
matters fall under this category, and
should they be subject to investiga-

tion? We must establish this in the
law,” Lamichhane said.

Prem Kumar Rai, chief commis-
sioner of the CIAA, who attended the
meeting, said the anti-graft body cur-
rently lacks legal authority to investi-
gate corruption arising from Cabinet-
level policy decisions. “Until we
amend the provisions regarding poli-
cy decisions in Section 4 of the CIAA
Act, Cabinet decisions will remain
beyond our jurisdiction,” Rai said.
“Because the law is unclear, we cannot
file cases against Cabinet decisions.”

la

ritics point to a legal
loophole that shields
high-level wrongdoing
from investigation.

_

Section 4(b) of the CIAA Act bars
the commission from investigating or
taking action against collective policy
decisions made by the Cabinet or its
committees, as well as judicial pro-
ceedings.

Officials and ministers, critics say,
have exploited that provision by tak-
ing routine decisions, including those
concerning public procurement and
contracts, to the Cabinet even when
they have the authority to make such
decisions themselves. Such a practice
can allow decisions involving conflicts
of interest or potential corruption to
be presented as “policy decisions”.

>> Continued on page 2
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After meeting anti-graft chief,
Lamichhane pledges to clear
‘policy decision’ confusion
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An earlier attempt to close this loop-
hole failed. Bills to amend both the
Corruption Prevention Act and the
CIAA Act were introduced in the earli-
er parliament. While the Corruption
Prevention Bill was passed by both
houses, the CIAA Bill stalled and even-
tually became inactive after the House
of Representatives was dissolved on
September 12, 2025.

A sub-committee led by then law-
maker Hridayaram Thani had
approved a provision defining a “poli-
cy decision”. It said public procure-
ment decisions would not qualify as
policy decisions unless the law specif-
ically required them to be made by the
Cabinet. Decisions that bypassed the
jurisdiction of competent authorities

|_CIAA data show over 30
percent of graft cases
involve decisions made
as ‘policy’ decisions.

_

or were intended to benefit specific
individuals or institutions rather than
the public would also be excluded.

Despite RSP support, the provision
was shelved when the bill reached the
full committee.

At the time, KP Sharma Oli was
prime minister of the Congress-UML
coalition, while Sher Bahadur Deuba
was president of the Nepali Congress.
Both opposed giving the CIAA author-
ity to investigate Cabinet decisions,
according to those involved in the
process. Their resistance was a key
reason the CIAA Act amendment

failed while the Corruption Prevention
Act moved ahead.

In its nearly five months in office,
the Rastriya Swatantra Party govern-
ment has not advanced legislation to
address corruption committed under
the cover of “policy decisions”.

CIAA statistics show that more
than 30 percent of corruption cases
involve decisions made under the
guise of policy, according to the com-
mission. Rai has repeatedly argued
that Section 4 must be amended to
address the problem.

At Thursday’s meeting, committee
chair Hari Dhakal said discussions
were under way to introduce an
amendment bill during the current
parliamentary session. He acknowl-
edged, however, that there had been no
discussion on advancing the exact bill
prepared by the previous parliament.

“The CIAA chief has urged us to
expedite the amendment bill, and dis-
cussions have also taken place at the
Ministry of Law,” Dhakal said. “We are
pushing to introduce it this session. The
law minister is reviewing it.”

The State Affairs and Good
Governance Committee is currently
discussing only a bill concerning the
National Cadet Corps.

Thani, who led the previous sub-com-
mittee, said the Corruption Prevention
Act and the CIAA Act were closely
linked and should be amended together.

“If a government built on the foun-
dation of good governance intends to
catch the big fish and not just the
small fry, it must amend the act by
including the definition of policy deci-
sions exactly as passed by the previ-
ous sub-committee,” Thani said. “If
the CIAA remains barred from look-
ing into policy-level corruption, the
big fish will always enjoy impunity.”

Six JE deaths in 10 cases put Jhapa
at centre of vaccination push

Experts urge nationwide vaccination to protect vulnerable populations as the outbreak has gripped all seven provinces.

O ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, AUG 23

Japanese encephalitis has Kkilled six
of the 10 people infected in Jhapa
since the current outbreak began in
the second week of July. The 60 per-
cent case-fatility rate, the highest in
the country, has led health officials to
consider an emergency vaccination
drive for adults in the district.

Officials say vaccines purchased for
childhood vaccination programmes
could be administered to people over
30 in the first phase.

“The death rate of 60 percent is
alarming,” said Dr Manohar Pradhan,
expert advisor to Health Minister
Nisha Mehta. “We are preparing to
start vaccination from Jhapa district
for people above 30 years of age.”

Nepal is currently in the midst of a
major JE outbreak that has killed at
least 21 people and infected over
sixty others in less than two months.
The outbreak has spread to all seven
provinces.

Japanese encephalitis (JE) is a viral
brain infection that Kkills about one-
third of those who develop severe
illness, while up to half of survivors
are left with severe, lifelong disabili-
ties, according to the World Health
Organisation.

The government currently provides
the JE vaccine free of charge to under
24 months as part of its routine immu-
nisation programme. But the pro-
gramme does not cover adults, even
though it has been Kkilling many adults
in recent years.

Data from the current outbreak
show 89 percent were unvaccinated.

Among those who died, 81 percent were
above 50 and were all unvaccinated.

Officials say vaccines purchased for
the childhood immunisation pro-
gramme will be used in the campaign
and replenished once additional doses
are procured.

“We will also explore the possibility
of procuring vaccine through a Gto G
[government-to-government] procure-
ment deal with China,” said Pradhan.
“Even if that is not possible, we will
try to procure the vaccine, which is an
effective way to stop the infection.”

Officials say that they are planning
to procure 3.5 million doses of JE vac-
cine for nine high-risk districts, where
infection rates and deaths are high.

|_Current outbreak data
show 89 percent of
those infected were
unvaccinated.

_

“The date of the rollout has not yet
been finalised, but we will start immu-
nisation within the next three weeks,”
said Dr Abhiyan Gautam, chief of the
Immunisation Section at the Family
Welfare Division under the Department
of Health Services. “We hope that
immunisation will lessen the severity
of the infection and reduce deaths.”

Public health experts say immunity
from the live vaccine develops within
15 days to one month.

“Administration of JE vaccine will
lessen the risk of future infection as

well,” said Dr Shyam Raj Upreti, for-
mer director general of the
Department of Health Services. “The
government must explore ways to
bring in the vaccine at the earliest.”

Upreti, also an immunisation expert
and former director of the Child
Health Division, said the government
took a loan from the World Bank in
2006 to administer the JE vaccine to
vulnerable populations.

Nepal started administering the JE
vaccine in 2006, eight years before the
WHO officially issued prequalifica-
tion certification, due to high rates of
infection and deaths. As the UN health
body had not approved the vaccine,
aid agencies did not provide help to
the government.

Health Ministry officials, however,
said that they do not have the resourc-
es or a plan to administer the vaccine
to the entire vulnerable population.

Currently, JE infections have been
reported in all seven provinces.
According to the Ministry of Health
and Food Safety, Koshi province has
recorded 24 cases, including 10 deaths.
Jhapa accounts for 10 of those cases
and six of the deaths, while Morang
has reported seven cases and one
death, and Sunsari five cases and two
deaths. Madhesh has reported 19 cases
and six deaths, Lumbini seven cases
and two deaths, Sudurpaschim 13
cases and two deaths, and Bagmati
reported 10 cases and one death.
Gandaki saw five cases, while Karnali
recorded one case.

Kailali reported seven cases and
two deaths; Saptari, six cases and
two deaths; Dang, three cases and
one death; and Dhanusha, three

cases and one death.

Parsa, Nawalparasi and Ilam dis-
tricts have each recorded a case fatali-
ty rate of 50 percent. Parsa has report-
ed four cases, including two deaths.
Nawalparasi and Ilam each reported
two cases, including two deaths.

The overall case fatality rate is
around 25 percent. Data show that 80
percent of JE cases have been report-
ed from 59 local units in 25 districts.

Last year, 41 people died, and 141 oth-
ers were infected with JE, which had
spread to over 117 local units in 45 dis-
tricts. The case fatality rate was around
23 percent. In 2024, 23 people, including
one person in Kathmandu Valley, died
of JE, while at least 80 were infected.

Public health experts also question
Nepal’s ongoing outbreak response,
noting that such high case fatality
rates were more common two
decades ago, when the country’s
health system was still in a rudimen-
tary state.

“At present our health system has
improved significantly,” said Upreti.
“Despite having intensive care and
advanced diagnostic services, we still
have a high case fatality rate, which
should be a serious concern.

Along with vaccination, health offi-
cials say awareness drives, improved
sanitation and hygiene, and behav-
ioural changes are crucial in reducing
transmission.

JE has long been a major public
health problem in Nepal. The virus
killed nearly 2,000 people in Nepal in
2005, mostly children in the Tarai dis-
tricts.

An estimated 12.5 million people in
Nepal are at high risk of JE infection.

Squatter tamilies return to razed
settlement three months after eviction

Kohalpur Municipality says it is verifying landless claims and promises
permanent resettlement for genuine families.

R U S,
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A family has set up a tarp shelter over the ruins of their former home in Kohalpur. This picture was taken last week.

O RUPA GAHATRAJ
NEPALGUNJ, AUG 23

Three months after bulldozers demolished their
homes, families claiming to be landless squatters in
Kohalpur have started returning to the site, carry-
ing bamboo poles and tarpaulins to erect new shel-
ters. They vow to stay there until the authorities
guarantee permanent resettlement.

They arrived at Shantinagar area in ward 11 of
Kohalpur Municipality in Banke, early on Saturday,
where their homes had been demolished in May.
Some cleared debris, while others erected
bamboo frames and stretched tarpaulins over them.
By afternoon, dozens of makeshift shelters had
gone up.

The return has reopened a dispute over how the
authorities should deal with people living on public
land for decades. The families say they were left
without a secure alternative after their homes were
demolished and the repeated requests for settlement
went unanswered.

“We were left in misery after the bulldozers razed
our homes. We submitted memorandums and staged
demonstrations demanding proper management,
but nobody heeded,” said Bir Bahadur Damai, coor-
dinator of the Squatters and Unorganised Settlers
Struggle Committee in Kohalpur. “That is why all
the affected families have returned and put up tar-
paulins.” He said the families did not intend to build
permanent structures immediately but would con-
tinue their protest under tarpaulins until they were
given a permanent place to live.

On April 29, Kohalpur Municipality had issued a
10-day notice and demolished 751 houses and sheds
in the area on May 9. It moved 110 families to a hold-
ing centre at the Kohalpur bus park. The evicted
families say they had been living on land owned by
the Kohalpur Town Development Committee for
more than three decades.

Radhika Shahi, one of those displaced, said the
demolition had disrupted every part of her family
life. Her children’s education was affected, she said,

while finding a rented room proved difficult because
landlords were reluctant to rent to families dis-
placed from the settlement.

“Our lives have been thrown into chaos. Our chil-
dren could not study, and we did not feel safe. The state
did not listen to our demands,” said Shahi. “After three
months without any alternative, we had no choice but
to return to this same place.”

The victims complain that the local government
evicted them without making a proper plan. Karna
Bahadur BK, another displaced man, said the local
government had displaced his family of 14 and com-
plained that an assurance to provide land had not
been fulfilled. The families say they want the munic-
ipality to hold talks with them and work out a prop-
er solution.

The situation turned tense briefly on Saturday
after Nepal Police, Armed Police Force personnel
and municipal police tried to remove the returning
families. The residents demanded not only
permanent housing and land ownership but also
access to education, drinking water, healthcare and
employment.

Bir Bahadur Thapa, chief of Kohalpur Municipal
Police, said the mayor had already spoken to repre-
sentatives of the displaced families and that an
arrangement for talks between the two sides has
been made for Monday. He said the municipality
was moving ahead with a process to identify and
manage genuine landless families.

According to Thapa, municipal records show that
people claiming to be landless come from 23 dis-
tricts and 68 local units. The municipality has writ-
ten to the local governments concerned to verify
their claims of being landless.

The dispute in Kohalpur comes amid a wider
debate over the eviction and resettlement of infor-
mal settlers. Hundreds displaced by the govern-
ment’s eviction drive in Kathmandu Valley and other
parts of the country are still awaiting permanent
resettlement. Authorities had set up holding centres,
but families complained about overcrowding, poor
facilities and uncertainty over their future.

Nepal’s hydropower boom has a buyer problem

>> Continued from page 1

Some have suggested developing South
Asia’s energy market along the lines of
regional transit frameworks such as the
Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal
Motor Vehicles Agreement, which seeks to
facilitate cross-border movement among
the four countries and beyond.

The growing demand for electricity in
India has nevertheless encouraged Nepal’s
government and private sector to invest
billions of rupees in hydropower, with
India and Bangladesh seen as the country’s
principal potential export markets.

“Hydropower will continue to have a
market because it is clean energy, but Nepal
must focus on production as well as differ-
ent types of agreements,” said Radhesh
Pant, former chief executive officer of the
Investment Board Nepal.

“Hydropower is clean electricity. We
need to make the market competitive,” he
said. “Electricity trading agreements
should be designed so that both sides
benefit.”

A study by the Independent Power
Producers’ Association, Nepal (IPPAN), the
private sector body representing the ener-
gy industry, shows that Rs1.31 trillion has
already been invested in 923 hydropower
projects at various stages, from operational
projects to those that have obtained survey
and construction licences.

Of that, Rs1.24 trillion has been invested
in 347 operational and under-construction
projects with a combined capacity of 7,251
MW. Another Rs66.62 billion has been
invested in 576 projects with a combined
capacity of 27,535 MW that are at prelimi-
nary stages, including survey, study and
design.

A separate report on Nepal-India elec-
tricity trade estimated that Nepal could
earn up to Rs310 billion annually in 2030
and as much as Rs1.069 trillion annually in
2045 if it can harness its hydropower poten-
tial and sell electricity to India.

The report, titled ‘Economic Benefits
from Nepal-India Electricity Trade’, pro-
jected that Nepal would need to export 13
GW of electricity to India by 2030 and dou-
ble that capacity by 2045 to achieve those
earnings.

Harnessing electricity on that scale
would require investments of up to Rs2.596
trillion between 2012 and 2030 and another
Rs2.216 trillion between 2031 and 2045,
according to the report produced by
Integrated Research and Action for
Development, India.

But there is a catch.

India is emphasising large installed
capacity and a diversified energy mix to
maintain system reliability. Solar power is
expected to account for a significant share
of its future electricity mix, while non-fos-
sil fuel-based generation capacity is pro-
jected to reach around 70 percent.

Energy experts say India’s rapid expan-
sion of solar and other renewable sources
could put pressure on the market for Nepali
hydropower in the future.

“The world will not wait for hydropower
electricity. So we need to move quickly
now,” said Ashish Garg, former vice-presi-
dent of IPPAN. “We cannot sit back simply
because we have licences for 30 or 35 years.
Nepal is sleeping while the rest of the
world has moved far ahead.”

Nepal’s power purchase agreement pro-
cess is currently stalled. Around 281 hydro-
power projects with a combined capacity of
approximately 16,500 MW have applied for
PPAs and are waiting for approval.

According to Garg, the government
needs to resume the stalled PPA process,
remove obstacles related to survey licences
and accelerate projects that are already
under construction.

India’s solar power capacity has expand-
ed rapidly, reaching around 211 GW. In the
past year alone, the country added around
75 GW of solar generation capacity.

But solar power has an inherent limita-
tion: it cannot generate electricity at night,
while its output is also lower in the morn-
ing and evening.

India is therefore investing not only in
solar power but also in battery energy stor-
age systems, pumped-storage projects and
nuclear energy.

Nepal’s hydropower sector nevertheless
has an opportunity because hydropower
can help balance electricity systems when
solar and wind generation declines.

“India is rapidly moving towards renew-
able energy. Nevertheless, India is ready to
buy hydropower. So we need to secure the
Indian market now,” Garg said. “There
should be no politics in electricity. We need
to lock in the market through long-term
power sales agreements.”

Nepal’s theoretical hydropower potential
is estimated at 83,000 MW, while its techni-
cally and economically feasible potential is
around 43,000 MW. The country’s total
installed generation capacity has reached
around 4,200 MW, while peak domestic
demand is only around 2,000-2,200 MW.

Nepal has recently started earning sig-
nificant revenue from electricity exports to
India. In the last fiscal year ended in
mid-July, Nepal earned Rs29.32 billion from
electricity sales to India and Bangladesh.

I_Around 281 hydel projects,
totalling 16,500 MW,
await approval for power
purchase agreements.

_

But electricity trade remains largely
based on selling surplus power during the
monsoon, when generation is high, and
importing electricity from India during the
dry season.

Producers are increasingly questioning
the sustainability of that model. They
argue that Nepal must make its electricity
more competitive in the Indian market and
secure firm buyers for its power.

“Although the private sector has signed a
memorandum of understanding with vari-
ous Indian companies for electricity sales,
those efforts have not moved forward
because the government has not granted
permission for power trading,” said Suman
Kumari Joshi, secretary of IPPAN.

“We have lobbied as much as we can. We
have signed agreements with Indian com-
panies. But Indian companies have started
telling us, ‘Your government does not give
you permission, so what can you sell?”” she
said.

Nepal Power Exchange Company was
established around eight years ago but has
still not received permission to engage in
power trading, she said.

With electricity demand rising in India,
Nepal should not delay in taking advantage
of the opportunity, according to Joshi.

“India is in a race to become the world’s
third-largest economy. That is why its elec-
tricity demand is increasing. Taking 10,000,
15,000 or 20,000 MW from Nepal would not
be a major burden for India’s overall ener-
gy system,” Joshi said. “India will still need
more renewable energy and firm energy.”

Nepal also has a geographical advantage
because it borders populous and economi-
cally active Indian states such as Bihar and
Uttar Pradesh, she said.

Uttar Pradesh has a population of more
than 230 million, while Bihar has more

than 110 million. The size of these markets
alone offers Nepal significant opportuni-
ties for electricity trade.

But Nepal’s ability to exploit its hydro-
power potential is constrained by inade-
quate transmission infrastructure.

Nepal has the potential to generate more
than 40,000 MW of electricity, but that
potential cannot be utilised without suffi-
cient transmission lines. Around 1,000 MW
of electricity is already being wasted
because of inadequate transmission infra-
structure.

Rather than adding new generation pro-
jects, the government should focus on com-
pleting projects already under construction
and directing remaining resources towards
transmission and distribution infrastruc-
ture, Joshi said.

“The stalled PPAs need to move forward.
The government should accelerate hydro-
power projects under construction. The
private sector will build new projects,” she
said. “Instead of adding more and more
new projects, we should complete those
already under construction and spend the
remaining resources on transmission and
distribution lines.”

Stakeholders also say relying on India as
Nepal’s only external electricity market
would increase risks. Nepal should expand
access to Bangladesh and explore other
South Asian markets while developing the
transmission infrastructure needed to
reach them.

Nepal should also prioritise cross-border
transmission lines for electricity exports.

“As South Asian countries become
increasingly interconnected in terms of
their energy systems, India will remain the
region’s energy hub,” Joshi said. “Nepal
should therefore pursue its energy relation-
ship with India as a long-term strategy.”

As India prepares long-term energy
plans in line with its goal of achieving
net-zero carbon emissions, it is reducing its
dependence on coal and other fossil fuels.
This could create sustained demand for
clean electricity from Nepal—but only if
Nepal can offer reliable and competitively
priced power.

Nepal currently imports and exports up
to 1,000 MW of electricity through the 400-
kV Dhalkebar-Muzaffarpur transmission
line, along with additional power through
132-kV lines. The government has priori-
tised electricity trade with India and the
expansion of cross-border transmission
infrastructure.

Ghising said that although Nepal’s gen-
eration capacity is increasing, approvals
for exports and expansion into new mar-
kets have not kept pace.

He also called for greater emphasis on
reservoir-based projects, which can provide
electricity more consistently across sea-
sons, and urged the government to priori-
tise major hydropower projects such as
Upper Arun, Dudhkoshi and Budhigandaki.

“The government is not focusing on elec-
tricity trading. It is getting caught up in
minor issues,” he said. “At the same time,
hydropower projects need to be built as
quickly as possible. Cross-border transmis-
sion lines need to be completed quickly.
There must be a focus on transmission
infrastructure.”

For Nepal, the challenge is therefore no
longer simply how much electricity it can
generate. It is whether it can build the
transmission network, secure long-term
buyers and make its hydropower competi-
tive before India’s rapidly changing energy
mix gives it more alternatives.

India may remain Nepal’s biggest elec-
tricity market for years to come. But the
window to secure that market on favoura-
ble, long-term terms may not remain open
indefinitely.
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In Jajarkot, crops are ready to harvest
but farmers have nowhere to store them

Local farmers face a cruel double blow as they lose both their homes and the
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Security personnel clear a maize field to set up temporary shelter in Bheri-2 recently.

O KRISHNA PRASAD GAUTAM IN
SURKHET & SAROJ OLI IN
JAJARKOT,

AUG 23

Devendra Karki of Jajarkot is in a
bind. The maize in his field is ready
to harvest but he has nowhere to take
the crop. Devendra had planted maize
on nearly eight ropanis of land,
enough to feed his seven-member fam-
ily for much of the year. But his house
in Bheri Municipality-2 was destroyed
in last week’s landslides that left four
dead and 11 injured. Most of those
who survived, including Devendra
and his family, are currently taking
shelter at a local school.

Devendra’s neighbour Ratna
Bahadur Karki faces a similar dilem-
ma. He had been living in a temporary
shelter since the 2023 earthquake
destroyed his house. A landslide has
now reached within about 50 metres
above the shelter. “The rain has not
stopped and the landslides keep com-
ing,” he said. “Even if I harvest the
maize now, I do not know when the
shelter will be buried.”

The disaster has affected 893 people
from 168 households in ward 2 of
Bheri Municipality. Thirty-four hous-
es have been destroyed, while about 90
farming families have lost fields con-
taining ready-to-harvest crops.
Another 134 houses are considered at
high risk.

“The landslide keeps growing,” said
Govinda Karki, another local
resident. “Even the maize we harvest
may not be safe.”

Bhim Bahadur Karki, ward chief of
Bheri-2, said there is a serious risk of
food shortages in the local unit this
year. “Some families have lost their
houses as well as farmland,” he said.
“In some cases, food stocks were bur-
ied when houses collapsed.”

Those whose houses were complete-
ly destroyed have nowhere to go, said
the ward chairman.

Suresh Sunar, undersecretary at the

crops needed to feed their families, while officials warn of a food shortage.

National Disaster Risk Reduction and
Management Authority, said relief
was inadequate because many dis-
placed people were concentrated in a
small area.

Sunar added that during the earth-
quake, damage was widespread across
the district, and strong public sympa-
thy brought so much relief that man-
aging it was difficult. “This time, the
damage is concentrated in one ward,
but the number of displaced people is
higher,” he said. “Managing so many
people in a small area has raised the
risk of infectious diseases and created
problems with sanitation, food and
accommodation.”

Authorities have sheltered 251 dis-
placed people at Tribhuvan Basic
School, 28 at the Bheri Municipality
assembly hall, 27 at Bijay Basic School
in Syala and 80 at Bishnu Basic School.
They are now moving families to sites
below and above the school in Risang
because the existing shelters are con-
sidered unsuitable.

Meanwhile, some maize fields are
being cleared to make room for tents
and temporary structures.

Chief District Officer Khadananda
Adhikari said the sites were selected
after technical assessment and
would house families until permanent
homes are built.

“Some of the land selected for the
displaced people has maize growing
on it, and we have started clearing
some of the crop,” he said. “We are
building tents and temporary shelters
and will move the families from the
schools within two or three days.”

Sunar said experts had assessed the
sites for landslide risk, terrain, drain-
age and road access. The displaced are
being divided among three locations.
Bheri Municipality will pay the
land rent.

The crisis follows a series of
disasters in Jajarkot, where communi-
ties were still recovering from
the 6.4-magnitude earthquake of
November 2023 when this monsoon’s
landslides struck.

.
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The Risang village that was struck by last week’s landslide in Bheri Municipality-2, Jajarkot.

School bill sets oft fight between
who pays and who decides

Local governments resist federal encroachment while private schools want
policy certainty, and teachers better pay and benefits.

O SUDEEP KAINI
KATHMANDU, AUG 23

The government’s attempt to overhaul
Nepal’s school education system has
run into competing demands from
local governments, private school
operators, teachers and educationists.
Replacing a law enacted more than five
decades ago will require resolving
those divergent interests.

The Ministry of Education and
Sports has begun drafting a new School
Education Bill after completing consul-
tations across all seven provinces.
Stakeholders who took part in the pro-
cess have called for free and compulso-
ry education to be implemented, local
governments’ constitutional powers to
be protected, private investment to be
safeguarded, and teachers’ working
conditions to be improved.

The proposed legislation is intended
to replace the Education Act-1971.
Successive governments have
attempted to introduce a new law since
2017 to reflect Nepal’s transition to
a federal republic, but political insta-
bility and opposition from various
interest groups have repeatedly stalled
the process.

One of the biggest challenges is rec-
onciling the constitutional guarantee
of free education with the reality fac-
ing schools and families.

Educationist Bidyanath Koirala,
who took part in consultations across
provinces, said the demand for imple-
menting free and compulsory educa-
tion was consistent nationwide.

“The overwhelming feedback from
provinces is that ‘compulsory’ educa-
tion must be guaranteed by local gov-
ernments, and free education must be
heavily supported through financial
collaboration with the federal govern-
ment,” Koirala said during a discus-
sion in Kathmandu on Sunday.

Nepal’s Constitution recognises edu-
cation as a fundamental right and
guarantees compulsory education up
to grade 8 and free education up to
grade 12. Yet around 750,000 children
remain outside the school system,
according to government statistics,
while many students drop out before
completing Grade 8.

Stakeholders said the constitutional
promise of free education has also
been undermined by underfunding.

Community schools continue to
collect fees under various headings,
they said, because government
funding is insufficient to meet their
operating costs.

The bill has also revived a dispute
over the division of powers between
the federal and local governments.
Under the Constitution of Nepal, local
governments are responsible for man-
aging school education up to grade 12.
Local representatives have accused the
federal government of trying to cen-

tralise powers that were constitutional-
ly devolved to them.

Bhim Prasad Dhungana, president
of the Municipal Association of Nepal,
said local governments had already
demonstrated their ability to provide
free education despite inadequate
teacher quotas from the federal
government.

“Even though the federal govern-
ment has completely failed to provide
the necessary teacher quotas, several
rural and urban municipalities have
successfully implemented free educa-
tion using their own limited resourc-
es,” Dhungana said. “The upcoming
Education Act must formalise and pro-
tect this local initiative.”

Parbati Sunar, secretary of the
National Association of Rural
Municipalities in Nepal, similarly
urged the federal government not to
encroach on local governments’
constitutional authority. She also
called for measures to restore the dig-
nity and self-respect of teachers at the
local level.

Private schools, meanwhile, are
seeking greater certainty over their
future. A draft considered before the
dissolution of parliament last year pro-
posed gradually converting private
schools into non-profit trusts. This pro-
posal prompted strong opposition from
school operators who warned that the
measure would drive private invest-
ment out of education.

Yuvraj Sharma, president of the
Higher Institutions and Secondary
Schools’ Association Nepal, called
for a long-term policy on private
investment.

“We want to believe that the state
intends to regulate the private sector
whilst simultaneously encouraging it,”
Sharma said. “The new School
Education Bill must provide a clear
and stable legislative roadmap for the
next two to three decades. We should
also be exploring avenues to attract
foreign direct investment into our edu-
cation system.”

Subash Neupane, president of
National PABSON, said inadequate
investment in community schools was
hampering the delivery of technolo-
gy-driven education. He called for
school mapping rules to apply to pri-
vate schools as well.

PABSON President Krishna Prasad
Adhikari opposed the existing
requirement that private schools
provide scholarships to 10 percent of
their students. He called for the quota
to be reduced to five percent and
strictly enforced, arguing that the cur-
rent provision was unsustainable for
many schools.

Adhikari also said local govern-
ments should not arbitrarily cap
school fees without considering indi-
vidual schools’ infrastructure and
operating costs.

More than a dozen student repre-
sentatives at Sunday’s discussion
called for students to have a greater
role in policymaking. They also
demanded a curriculum focused more
heavily on practical skills and modern
technology.

Teachers’ rights are another major
point of contention. Laxmi Kishore
Subedi, president of the Nepal
Teachers’ Federation, warned that
teachers would launch nationwide
protests if the new law failed to
guarantee their professional rights
and welfare.

He called for job security and mini-
mum remuneration standards for
teachers and school employees, includ-
ing Early Childhood Development
facilitators, Grade 12 teachers, tempo-
rary staff and relief teachers, with
benefits comparable to those of federal
civil servants.

The government last week
announced a blanket monthly wage
increase of Rs5,000 for ECD teachers
and school employees.

Teacher unions, however, have
described the measure as a temporary
fix, saying many educators continue to
survive on low wages funded through
federal grants and irregular support
from local governments.

“Why is the teaching profession fail-
ing to attract new talent? Why are cur-
rent teachers abandoning the profes-
sion for other careers?” Subedi said.
He urged greater investment in infra-
structure and human resources in
community schools, particularly in
remote districts.

Education Minister Pokharel said
the new law would require coordina-
tion among the three levels of govern-
ment. He acknowledged that local gov-
ernments have constitutional authori-
ty over school education but said those
powers must be accompanied by corre-
sponding responsibilities.

“The constitution has granted local
governments the right to oversee
school education, but with those rights
come profound responsibilities,” he
said. “One cannot demand constitu-
tional rights whilst running away from
the corresponding duties.”

Pokharel said the government would
pursue a transparent legislative pro-
cess and acknowledged deep-rooted
problems in the education sector.

According to Shailendra Jha, an
adviser to the education minister and
led the provincial consultations, the
ministry has received detailed recom-
mendations from teachers, school
employees, private school operators
and local officials.

Jha said the ministry had begun
drafting the bill based on the nation-
wide feedback and aimed to table the
legislation in the House of
Representatives well before the upcom-
ing winter session of parliament.

Bher1 bridge lies in ruins
four years after collapse

Four Salyan villagers have no option but to cross the
bridge to reach schools, health facilities and market.

O BIPLAB MAHARJAN
SALYAN, AUG 23

Nearly four years after a landslide
severely damaged a suspension bridge
over Bheri River on the Salyan-
Jajarkot border, the structure lies in
disrepair, forcing residents to make
risky crossings for essential services.

The bridge, which connects Salyan
with Chhedagad bazaar in neighbour-
ing Jajarkot, is steep and sagging.
Despite the danger of it swaying vio-
lently in the wind, residents, students
and patients from Baundada, Parilla,
Chaite and Kurille in Bame, all within
Bangad Kupinde Municipality-2,
continue to use it because they have
no alternative.

The bridge initially collapsed on
October 4, 2022, following monsoon-in-
duced landslides.

Residents say repeated appeals to
local, provincial and federal govern-
ments have brought no repairs, leav-
ing them struggling to access health-
care, education and daily necessities.

With the Bheri swollen in the rainy
season, parents are now physically
escorting children across the precari-
ous bridge to school. Only one person
can cross safely at a time.

For Bame residents, Chhedabazar
in Jajarkot is the main commercial
hub, about a 30-minute walk away. By
contrast, reaching healthcare facili-
ties and schools within their own
municipality requires a trek of more
than three hours.

“When the landslide struck, the
edges of the bridge became steep, and
the middle section sagged heavily,”
said Gopilal Acharya, a local resident.
“It swings violently when the wind
blows. Only the bravest dare to cross.
Men who absolutely must go to the
market grip the wire mesh and sus-
pension cables just to make their way
to the other side.”

The absence of a safe crossing has

also increased the burden on families
who depend on Chhedabazar for food
and other household supplies.

During heavy rain, residents say
the risks become greater as the river
rises and the damaged bridge becomes
harder to negotiate. Those needing
treatment face difficulties, while stu-
dents must continue crossing despite
concerns over their safety.

Residents say they have little choice
until the authorities restore the bridge
or provide an alternative crossing.

Chandra Roka, another local, said
the bridge’s condition had also created
serious difficulties for patients.

“Because the river is swollen, we
cannot safely transport patients at
night,” he said.

“People in the village are being
deprived of timely medical treatment,
and selling our local produce has
become excessively difficult.”

Ishwar Batha, a resident of Parilla,
said the 157-metre bridge, constructed
in 2015 at a cost ranging from Rs5 mil-
lion to 6 million, had ended residents’
dangerous reliance on tyre tubes to
cross the Bheri.

“Now that it has collapsed, we are
forced to risk our lives again just to
buy daily groceries,” he said.

Man Bahadur Khatri, ward
chairman of Bangad Kupinde
Municipality-2, said his repeated
appeals to higher authorities had
yielded no results.

“When we speak to political leaders,
they assure us that the budget has
been allocated and work will begin
this year,” Khatri said.

“It has been nearly four years, and
not a single repair has taken place.”

For residents, the unrepaired
bridge is more than a damaged
piece of infrastructure. It has become
a daily obstacle to education, health-
care and livelihoods, with the mon-
soon further increasing the risks of
crossing the river.

Cosmetic imports rise as
demand grows in Nepal

The country imported cosmetic products
worth Rs13 billion in fiscal 2025-26, a Rs2 billion
rise from the previous fiscal year.

Notice Regarding Newspaper Price Revision

O PRAKRITI DAHAL
KATHMANDU, AUG 23

Nepal’s imports of cosmetics
and personal-care products
increased sharply in the last
fiscal year, with consumers
spending more on makeup, skin-
care and haircare items.

According to data from the
Department of Customs, Nepal
imported cosmetic products
worth Rs13.004 billion in the
fiscal year 2025-26, an increase
of around Rs2 billion from the
previous fiscal year.

Imports had totalled Rs11.25

billion in 2024-25.
The imported products
include perfumes, lipstick,

face cream, body lotion, sham-
poo, hair colour and other beau-
ty products. The largest share
of import value was recorded
under “other makeup prepara-
tions”, which amounted to
Rs4.98 billion.

Cosmetic products were
imported from countries
including Lebanon, Pakistan,
Turkey, Uzbekistan, Germany
and India.

The data shows that Rs61.53
million was spent on perfume
imports, while lipstick imports
accounted for Rs794.73 million.
Eye makeup products accounted
for Rs297.98 million.

Imports of nail polish were
worth Rs66.55 million and mani-
cure and pedicure preparations
Rs57.78 million.

Nepal spent Rs284.44 million
on powder imports and Rs1.96
billion on face creams.

Body lotion imports were val-
ued at Rs827.07 million, while
Rs12.46 million was spent on
sindoor and Rs77.74 million on

skin creams and petroleum jelly.

Haircare products also
accounted for a significant
share of the import bill.
Shampoo imports were worth
Rs1.27 billion.

Imports of hair-straightening
products totalled Rs42.22 mil-
lion, while hair colour was
worth Rs352.25 million and hair
0il Rs706.47 million.

Hair dye and colour products
accounted for Rs1.10 billion
in imports, while hair cream
imports were worth Rs49.08
million and hair conditioners
Rs66.45 million.

Traders say the growing use
of cosmetics has intensified
competition in the market.
Demand has increased not only
among individual consumers
but also at beauty parlours
and salons.

Suraj Shrestha, a cosmetics
wholesaler in New Road,
Kathmandu, said social media
had played a major role in
expanding the market.

Videos and promotional con-
tent on platforms such as
TikTok and Facebook have
encouraged consumers to
seek out products they see
online, he said.

“People are looking for cos-
metic products after watching
videos and promotions on
TikTok and Facebook,”
Shrestha said. “Whatever goes
viral sells more. That has also
contributed to the rise in
demand and imports.”

Shrestha said the limited
availability of locally produced
cosmetics meant many consum-
ers preferred to buy branded
products, further increasing
demand for imported products.
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OUR VIEW
Stand against rape culture

The government must challenge the systems that
allow social ills such as rape to persist.

Nepal has once again failed a girl child who should have been
protected. The horrific sexual exploitation and killing of a three-
year-old girl from Bara has sent shockwaves across the country.
The girl, who went missing on August 16, was found lifeless two
days later in an abandoned house near her home, following a
delayed official search. Protests spread across the country, with
the public demanding a fair investigation, the arrest of those
responsible and the maximum punishment allowed by the law. In
response, the government has promised to meet the family’s
demand and to review existing legal provisions concerning seri-
ous crimes.

Sadly, this case is just one of many that the country has wit-
nessed over the years. Just as the public mourns one incident and
calls for justice and governments promise that such cases will
never recur, another heart-wrenching case surfaces within days.
Recently, a 16-year-old boy was arrested in Palpa for sexually
assaulting a 10-year-old girl.

Nepali society, fundamentally patriarchal, treats women as sec-
ond-class citizens, giving men the freedom to treat women’s dignity
and autonomy as negotiable. No wonder the number of cases of
domestic violence, including marital rape, is so high in the country.
According to data from Nepal Police, in 2022 alone, the country
reported more than 2,300 cases of marital rape. Young boys who
grow up in environments where women are stripped of their digni-
ty tend to think that it is acceptable to coerce young girls. Society
often protects men and boys, excusing inappropriate behaviour—
even harassment—as youthful or childhood indiscretion.

Nepal does have laws that criminalise rape and sexual violence;
they are strong on paper, but it is one thing to have strong laws
and quite another to follow through. The way police handle
reports of missing individuals, dismiss survivor testimony, delay
filing FIRs and investigations in rape cases, involve themselves in
settling cases of sexual violence, and mishandle and destroy evi-
dence is only emboldening perpetrators. Their conduct in Nirmala
Panta’s case, including the handling of suspects and evidence,
was heavily criticised. Even in the recent case, questions have
been raised about police response. Women’s rights activists are
questioning why the police didn’t consider a missing girl child a
matter of urgency—and rightly so.

Just as the government summoned the victim’s family to
Kathmandu and promised legal reforms—including the pledge to
fulfil their demands—it must introduce survivor/victim-friendly
policies, implement the existing laws, ensure that perpetrators
face punishment in accordance with the law, confront the culture
of impunity and hold the police department accountable.

But these actions alone will fall short if people don’t change
their attitudes towards women. The government should therefore
also challenge the systems that permit social ills such as rape to
persist. It is important to dismantle deep-seated double standards
that police women while excusing men of their wrongdoings
through curricula that teach gender sensitivity, mutual respect,
as well as comprehensive consent education early on. Still, text-
books will lose their persuasive power if families don’t normalise
mutual respect and gender equality Community leaders and
women’s groups can be mobilised to encourage women-friendly
households, environments and societies. The names of Nirmala
Panta, Bhagirathi Bhatta, Rinku Kumari Sada, Inisha BK, and
many other young women are etched in the memories of Nepalis.
We cannot afford to add another name to the list.

Punishment is not protection

Legal reform regarding punishment in rape cases, albeit necessary, addresses only part of the problem.

MONIKA NIROULA

Following a recent sexual exploitation
and murder of a three-year-old girl in
Bara, the government on Saturday
signed a three-point agreement with
the victim’s family, promising to form a
committee for legislative reform. The
committee is mandated to review cur-
rent statutory provisions regarding
offences and penalties for heinous
crimes in accordance with ‘citizens’
expectations’ and submit recommenda-
tions for legislative reform.

Amid widespread public outrage,
demands for capital punishment for
perpetrators in rape cases often resur-
face in Nepal. Just five months earlier,
a similar case of a 16-year-old Dalit girl
in Surkhet had also led to similar pub-
lic outcry. In March, the Ministry of
Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs
formed a committee to conduct a simi-
lar study; the committee submitted its
report in May, and the law minister
announced that an amendment bill
would be presented in Parliament.
Three months later, no such bill has
been tabled. Instead, the government
has promised yet another committee in
response to another child’s death.

Legal reform regarding punishment
in rape cases, albeit necessary, address-
es only part of the problem. Offences of
rape and murder of a child attract the
highest degree of punishment in Nepal
allowed within constitutional limits—
imprisonment for the remainder of the
offender’s natural life. Punishment
decreases with the survivors’ age; it is
much more relaxed for the rape of
adult women. There is an implicit
assumption within the legal provision
that an adult woman has some kind of
agency in her rape. However, stricter
punishment alone cannot solve all the
problems within both the criminal jus-
tice system and the larger society with
regard to cases of rape and sexual vio-
lence. Evidence shows that the failure
of the system does not lie in a single
point—the law—but within the entire
chain a survivor navigates from report-
ing to conviction and survival.

The statute of limitations for report-
ing rape cases prevents many survivors
from ever being able to pursue justice.
On July 14, 2022, Nepal’s National
Assembly ratified amendments to the
law concerning sexual violence,
increasing the statute of limitations for
the reporting of rape from one year to
up to three years. Adult survivors can
file a report within two years of the

incident occurring, while survivors
who are minors can file a case within
three years of them turning 18. The
amendment came after a 24-year-old
model made revelations about repeated
rape and sexual assault, and how
Nepal’s statute of limitations meant
she had no way to access justice; how-
ever, the amendment still did not give
her access to justice.

The amendment ignored widespread
calls for the complete removal of the
limitation, including the Convention
on the Elimination of All Forms of
Discrimination Against Women
(CEDAW) Committee’s recommenda-
tion to “repeal the statute of limita-
tions provision on the registration of
cases of sexual violence in all contexts
to ensure effective access for women to
justice for the crime of rape and other
sexual offences.” The statute of limita-
tions fails to take into account the
social stigma and the psychological
trauma that survivors have to navigate
and instead seeks the ‘perfect’ victim
who can immediately report.

The police administration is itself a
big hurdle for those seeking justice in
cases of sexual violence; the lack of
trust within the institution is one of
the factors that drives the public
demand for harsher punishment even
in cases where the highest form of pun-
ishment constitutionally available is
legally codified. As in this case,
delays and outright refusal to file com-
plaints by the police are frequently
reported. Survivors are often subjected
to intrusive questioning and vic-
tim-blaming as part of the investiga-
tion process. Police are also alleged to
participate in negotiating out-of-court

settlements. Caste, class, ethnicity, gen-
der and sexual identity often mediate
access to justice and how the adminis-
tration responds to victims and survi-
vors, compounding barriers for victims
from historically marginalised commu-
nities.

While disaggregated data for cases
of rape is not readily available, accord-
ing to a study conducted by Feminist
Dalit Organisation (FEDO) in 2019, of
the total incidents of rape, 21 percent
of the victims belonged to the Dalit
community. Only 15 percent of the
Dalit victims got justice. Alarmingly,
the victims were killed in 80 percent of
the cases. No such separate data is
available for the Tharu community or
other marginalised groups. On one
hand, women from marginalised com-
munities are more likely to be raped.
On the other, they face heightened bar-
riers in accessing justice or are less
likely to receive justice. Barriers com-
pound for gender and sexual minori-
ties, with the gendered and binary
nature of the law itself posing as a
source of the problem, which does not
even acknowledge adult males and
trans, non-binary persons as victims
of rape.

Unlike Indian law, Nepal’s law is
silent on the introduction of character
evidence relating to the past sexual
history of the victim, which in practice
means that the victim’s character is
brought up in court. While courts have
held that convictions in rape cases can
be based on the sole testimony of the
victim, in practice, courts often look
for corroboration through medical evi-
dence or other testimonies. Victims
continue to report being subjected to

POST FILE PHOTO
the horrifying non-scientific two-finger
test.

Nepal’s rape laws merit review and
amendment. However, stricter punish-
ment does not solve the problem. Often,
Nepali society finds a ‘perfect victim’,
who was wearing the ‘right’ clothes,
was of the ‘appropriate’ age and was
not just ‘raped’ but also ‘murdered’.
This leads to widespread popular
demand for capital punishment.
However, it does little to demand struc-
tural change. From broadening the
definition of rape and consent to
removing the statute of limitations,
and reviewing the provisions for pun-
ishment, Nepal’s rape laws need
reform. But legislative reform does
nothing to address the failure of insti-
tutions to effectively deliver justice for
survivors.

The justice system fails survivors at
multiple points. Society often holds the
victim responsible. Implementation of
the existing provisions and laws is one
area the government should focus on to
effectively deliver justice. Prevention
of rape altogether is another area that
requires much more rigorous invest-
ment, along with the complex work of
social transformation that might not
yield straightforward returns. None of
these much-needed reforms might be
as popular as amending laws to intro-
duce the death penalty. It is worrisome
that the public discourse around
capital punishment completely over-
shadows the conversation about
reforms in the implementation of
existing laws to ensure effective admin-
istration of justice.

Monika is a queer feminist activist.
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Stricter punishment without dismantling rape culture is an ncomplete solution

Minister’s meeting with victim family is a PR stunt to project empathy while avoiding transparent, auditable accountability.

In a harrowing reflection of Nepali
society, a three-year-old girl was recent-
ly subjected to brutal sexual exploita-
tion and brutal murder after police
callously dismissed her family’s miss-
ing-person report for 24 hours. This
systemic failure, compounded by
deep-seated societal prejudices and
delayed state intervention, has reignit-
ed nationwide outrage over child safe-
ty, accountability and the protection of
vulnerable communities.

The Post’'s Biken K Dawadi sat
down with intersectional feminist
activist Anjali Sah to unpack the
structural failures underpinning this
tragedy and similar high-profile cases
across the country. She critically
examines widespread police negli-
gence, the superficial handling of
officer suspensions, and the class and
identity-based double standards
ingrained in public outrage and law
enforcement. Sah also addresses the
impracticality and dangers of capital
punishment within a compromised
justice system, the performative activ-
ism surrounding marginalised vic-
tims versus celebrity defendants, the
ethics of media trials, and the coer-
cive political dynamics that silence
grieving families behind closed doors.

When the victim’s family reported her
missing, police initially dismissed it.
How do you view this lack of urgency?

A three-year-old disappearing is an
absolute emergency, but they brushed
it aside, treating it as a routine occur-
rence rather than a high-priority situ-
ation. This initial 24-hour delay was
utterly devastating. This was later
raised in parliament, raising ques-
tions on how such a delay could have
been allowed. The tragedy is that this
crime was committed by a neighbour
right in the victim’s immediate neigh-
bourhood. Had the police mobilised
within just one hour of the initial
report, the victim might still be alive
today. Instead, because of their refusal
to treat the report with urgency, her
parents were forced to wait, and she
was subsequently sexually exploited
and brutally murdered.

It is important to demarcate this
case as sexual exploitation, not rape.
Under court practices, ‘rape’ implies
non-consensual sex, assuming a capa-
bility for consent that a three-year-old

lacks. A child is an infant. This was
pure sexual exploitation and murder.
The police’s failure to recognise the
emergency represents a systemic fail-
ure where criminal investigation is
treated as a joke.

Is this dismissive attitude a broader
issue across Nepal, or is it unique to
Madhesh?

This is a systemic problem that you
see everywhere in Nepal, not just in
Madhesh, but even in Kathmandu.
The general public and the law
enforcement apparatus share a deeply
naive, stereotyped mindset when it
comes to missing children. If a young
child goes missing, people in our soci-
ety instantly assume they are just
hiding nearby, playing around, eating
ice cream, or visiting a relative’s
house. If a teenager goes missing, the
police dismissively tell the family to
wait, suggesting they have probably
just run off with a partner. They sim-
ply do not see these situations as
immediately serious.

Furthermore, police completely
lack child-sensitive training. Without
specialised guidelines, they do not
handle reports with urgency. When
my uncle’s son went missing in
Kathmandu, the police told us to wait,
suggesting he was probably with a
girlfriend. This cultural lack of seri-
ousness is exactly what played out in
the recent case. The police simply do
not understand that in child disap-
pearances, every minute is a matter of
life and death.

Following the public backlash, the
Police Headquarters recalled DSP
Sandeep Chhetri and Inspector
Prakash Thapa. Is this a genuine
measure of accountability?

Absolutely not. Recalling officers is a
superficial technique to soothe public
outrage. The government is terrified
that if public anger boils over, it could
lead to a complete regime change,
much like the recent Gen Z-led pro-
tests. They immediately recalled local
officers to quiet the streets, avoiding
true accountability.

Under the Police Act, there are clear
guidelines for proper departmental
action, including suspensions, demo-
tions and inquiries. Yet, we rarely see

them enforced. Instead of facing prose-

cution or demotion, controversial
officers often have a history of being
promoted. For instance, the
Kathmandu SSP during the Gen Z pro-
tests was promoted and is now a DIG.
When the system rewards negligent
behaviour with promotions, it sends a
message that local lives do not matter.
Recalling them is just a temporary PR
stunt, not systemic accountability.

Why is there such a stark contrast in
how the police handle child-sensitive
issues compared to other offences?

It is highly questionable. If someone
is smuggling drugs across the border,
the police do not wait for a public out-
cry to act. Regardless of society’s out-
rage, they will immediately coordi-
nate, arrest the suspects, and throw
them in jail. If police officers are
found to be complicit in drug smug-
gling, the department takes immedi-
ate, strict action against them. Yet,
when it comes to child-sensitive and
gender-sensitive crimes, that same
level of gravity, urgency, and institu-
tional seriousness is absent from the
police department.

We have to ask why drug trafficking
is treated as a high-priority national

security threat, while the sexual
exploitation and murder of a three-
year-old child is treated like a routine
administrative matter. The police’s
entire administrative mindset is reac-
tive rather than proactive. They only
move when the public outrage
becomes so loud and brutal that it can
no longer be ignored. This double
standard is a direct reflection of a
system that does not value child pro-
tection or gender sensitivity as core
duties of the state.

One of the primary suspects is
reportedly a minor. If he is convicted,
is sending him to juvenile detention
centres enough?

We need a stronger legal approach,
but we must also look beyond simple,
reactive punishment. When horrific
crimes occur, the public naturally
demands matching violence. I respect
that raw anger. Just today, my
rideshare driver, noticing my lawyer’s
coat, asked me what the punishment
for this crime is. When I told him it is
life imprisonment, he was furious and
asked why the state should feed such a
criminal for the rest of their life. That
anger is understandable when an
infant is brutally killed. My own niece

POST PHOTO: HEMANTA SHRESTHA

is exactly three, and when I talk about
the victim, I constantly think of her.
But killing the offender would not
bring her back; violence cannot cure
violence.

Under Nepal’s legal framework,
children under ten face no punish-
ment, those aged ten to twelve face up
to six months, twelve to fourteen face
half the adult sentence, and sixteen to
eighteen face two-thirds. The law also
outlines disantar (diversion), keeping
minors out of court for rehabilitation.
While this makes sense for juvenile
delinquency, it feels entirely inade-
quate for heinous crimes like the sex-
ual exploitation and murder of an
infant.

But we must also ask: How does a
sixteen-year-old develop such horrific
criminal intent in the first place? This
is where we must look at the pervasive
rape culture actively fueled by unmon-
itored social media and mobile access.
When children have unrestricted
access to any website on their mobile
phones, and when our entertainment
industry continually objectifies
women, it shapes their minds. A
minor’s criminal intent does not
appear in a vacuum. It is cultivated by
the toxic social fabric we allow to
exist. Focusing on punishment alone
without dismantling this culture is an
incomplete solution.

There is a persistent demand for the
death penalty in these cases. Is such
a provision practical?

The demand for the death penalty is
common on the streets, but it directly
contradicts our constitutional frame-
work. Nepal completely banned the
death penalty in the 1990 Constitution.
Furthermore, Nepal is a signatory to
the Second Optional Protocol to the
ICCPR, which legally binds us to abol-
ish capital punishment. We are a
nation committed to Amnesty
International principles and the fun-
damental right to live with dignity.
People protest demanding execu-
tion because they are unaware of
what our actual laws are. Because
governments have failed to build pub-
lic awareness and enforce existing
laws, people feel the only way to get
justice is through retaliatory violence.
But in our social reality, the criminal
justice and investigation system is

deeply biased.

If we had the death penalty, who do
you think would be executed? If you
look at our prison system today, it is
disproportionately filled with individ-
uals from marginalised communities
and the low-income class. If a wealthy,
elite Brahmin person is accused of
stealing Rs500,000, the social reality is
that they can easily pay a Dalit person
Rs100,000 to take the blame and go to
jail for them. In a corrupt system with
a deeply flawed investigation process,
introducing the death penalty would
simply mean executing the most vul-
nerable and voiceless members of
society, while the wealthy and con-
nected continue to buy their way out
of trouble. True justice is about ensur-
ing the right culprit is caught through
a transparent investigation, not about
satisfying public bloodlust.

Does this disparity extend to social
media platforms where people select
which victims to champion and
which ones to ignore?

The double standards and selective
activism on social media are quite
apparent. We see a performative form
of empathy where people only care
about a case if it fits a certain trendy,
socially acceptable narrative. Recently,
two Nepali students died at KIIT
University in India. For the first vic-
tim, there was massive public outrage.
But for the second victim, there was
almost complete silence. Why?
Perhaps because the second victim
carried a Madheshi identity.

When we went to protest for her at
Maitighar, the police administration
actively mocked us, sneering and ask-
ing, “Is this all the Madheshis you
could gather?” Even within main-
stream feminist circles, when we
speak up for victims like Rinku Sada,
we are dismissed and told, “Oh, you
people are always crying, always
bringing up your own issues.”

During Sada’s case, which was a
horrific murder, the local police did
not even want to register the FIR. It
was only after exhausting protests and
legal pressure that they finally accept-
ed the registration and initiated an
investigation.

Read full interview at
kathmandupost.com

(CIV <]



05 | MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2026

THE KATHMANDU POST

MONLEY

FOREX
US Dollar 15342
Euro 179.2
Pound Sterling 209.23
Swiss Franc 191.54
Australian Dollar 110.09
Canadian Dollar 11144
Singapore Dollar 120.84
Japanese Yen (10) 965
Chinese Yuan 22.83
Saudi Arab Riyal 40.86
Qatari Riyal 42.09
Thai Bhat 469
UAE Dhiram 41.77
Malaysian Ringit 3799
Korean Won (100) 11.07
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank
BULLION PRICE PER TOLA
S Fine Gold Rs 319,500
S, Siver Rs 4,975

SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA

O BIZLINE

Tesla teases imminent launch
of Cybercab ‘robotaxi’

REUTERS
NEW YORK: Electric vehicle-maker
Tesla is teasing the upcoming debut
of its self-driving robotaxi, dubbed
“Cybercab,” to compete with the likes
of Uber and Waymo. The Elon Musk-
founded company shared a promo-
tional image on social media late
Friday promising “exclusive access”
to Cybercabs at a September 3 event
in Austin, Texas, where Tesla is head-
quartered. “We’re celebrating the
launch of our Cybercab robotaxi with
an exclusive event in Austin—and
you could be there,” the company
said on its website, promoting a
sweepstakes to win a chance to attend
the event. First unveiled in October
2024, the gold-coloured vehicle can
carry two passengers and marks the
first Tesla car with no steering wheel
or pedals. At the time, Musk said the
company was planning to begin pro-
duction of the self-driving cars before
2027 and sell them to private buyers
for under $30,000. US tech industry
publication The Information reported
this week that Tesla staffers have
been told the rollout will begin with
Cybercab rides for employees on pub-
lic roads, followed by the vehicle
being incorporated into the ranks of
its Robotaxi service in Austin. (AFp)

Alibaba proposes $10 billion
share placement to fund
global Al drive

HONG KONG: Chinese tech giant
Alibaba said on Sunday that it plans
to issue HK80billion (10.2 billion)

in new shares in Hong Kong to fund
its global artificial intelligence
ambitions. The Hangzhou-based
firm has been ploughing tens of bil-
lions of dollars into AI, with its
shareholders eager to see how it will
monetise the huge investments. “The
Equity Placement is being undertak-
en to extend the Company’s global AI
leadership,” Alibaba said in a state-
ment. The company intends to use all
of the net proceeds to invest in its
“full stack AI capabilities, including
to expand and enhance its Al infra-
structure”, it said. Alibaba on
Thursday announced nearly 269 bil-
lion yuan ($40 billion) in revenue in
its most recent quarter—a nine per-
cent year-on-year increase—boosted
by the global artificial intelligence
frenzy driving demand for its prod-
ucts. The firm is known for its open-
source “Qwen” AI models, which
have gained popularity with develop-
ers worldwide.

Six EU countries urge
windfall tax on energy firms

FRANKFURT: Six EU countries are step-
ping up calls for a bloc-wide windfall
tax on oil companies as profits soar
due to the Middle East war, according
to a letter seen by AFP Saturday. The
finance ministers of Germany;, Italy,
Austria, Poland and Portugal, along
with Spain’s economy minister, sent
the joint letter to Ireland’s finance
minister. Ireland currently holds the
EU’s rotating presidency, and the
ministers urged the issue of a levy be
put on the agenda at a meeting of the
bloc’s finance chiefs in Dublin next
month. “Oil companies are enjoying
overall profitability and margins on
refined products that exceed the rise
in crude oil prices,” it read. “We are
experiencing one of the biggest sup-
ply shocks in decades, and all over the
world there is growing discontent
about the rise in the cost of living.”(aFp)

Udayapur Cement, once Nepal’s pride,
teeters on the brink of bankruptcy

>> Continued from page 1

Despite having access to high-quali-
ty limestone, an established “Gainda
Chhap” brand and a nationwide mar-
ket, Udayapur Cement has been
pushed to the brink of bankruptcy,
with total liabilities now exceeding
Rs5 billion.

The factory’s financial troubles
have been compounded by years of
political meddling, frequent changes
in management and outdated produc-
tion machinery, leaving the once-im-
portant state-owned cement producer
struggling to maintain operations.

A lack of working capital has
brought production to a halt since last
February. Once regarded as a symbol
of pride in Nepal’s public industrial
sector, Udayapur Cement is now strug-
gling for survival.

The industry has been trapped for
years in a cycle of financial crisis,
managerial instability, outdated tech-
nology, political interference and
labour problems.

Established in 1987 at Jaljale in
Triyuga Municipality-6 of Udayapur,
the industry was built with assistance
from the Japanese government and
began production in 1992. Its design
was prepared by Onoda Engineering
of Japan, while Kawasaki Heavy
Industries and Tomen Corporation
constructed the plant.

The industry is wholly owned by the
Nepal government, and one of its big-
gest strengths is its own limestone
mine. The mine at Sindhalidanda,
about 27 kilometres from the factory,
is estimated to contain 73-75 million
tonnes of high-quality limestone,
according to the factory.

Gopi Krishna Neupane, a former
general manager of the factory, said
the limestone contains less than 2 per-
cent magnesium oxide and around 52
percent calcium oxide. A study he
conducted for his doctoral research
found that only around 4 million
tonnes had been extracted so far. At
the current rate of production, he
said, the mine could support the
industry for more than 300 years.

The industry has a daily production
capacity of 800 tonnes. But with
machinery and technology nearly four
decades old, it can currently operate
at only around 35 to 40 percent of
capacity.

Mechanical engineers say that even
with regular maintenance, four-dec-
ade-old technology makes it impossi-
ble to achieve the production efficien-
cy and cost competitiveness of a mod-
ern cement plant. They have recom-

mended modernising the kiln, coal
mill, burner, conveyor and cement
mill systems.

Neupane has suggested installing
at least 10 megawatts of solar power,
improving the ropeway and adding
calciner technology. Such measures
could reduce production costs and
raise daily output to around 1,100
tonnes.

The factory’s financial crisis has
continued to deepen.

Baijanath Jha, acting general man-
ager of the factory, said its liabilities
have exceeded Rs5 billion and are
growing each passing day.

Almost all of the factory’s 30 bank
accounts have been frozen. Some sup-
pliers took legal action after the facto-
ry failed to make payments on time,
resulting in the freezing of its
accounts.

“This has directly affected the
industry’s financial operations,”
said Jha.

The factory does not have enough
money to purchase raw materials, he
said.

“Because suppliers have lost confi-
dence in us, we have not been able to
obtain coal, red soil, gypsum and
other necessary materials on credit,”
he said.

Jha said the industry also lacks
skilled technical personnel as well as
competent staff in administration,
accounting and financial manage-
ment.

According to him, investment in
human resources is as important as

POSTFILE PHOTO
The entrance to the Udayapur Cement Factory at Jaljale in Triyuga Municipality, Udayapur.

investment in machinery to revive the
industry.

A lack of money to buy cement bags
meant that around Rs60 million worth
of finished cement and clinker
remained stockpiled at the industry
for nearly six months.

The factory recently resumed sales
only after obtaining bags on credit. It
purchased 53,187 bags from Ashirwad
Poly Packs Pvt Ltd in Chitwan.

The bags were supplied on the con-
dition that the supplier would be paid
from the proceeds of cement sales,
according to the factory. After the bags
arrived, the industry sold around
Rsl1.3 million worth of cement and
paid approximately Rsl.2 million to
the supplier, Jha said.

‘Gainda Chhap’ cement was once a
well-established and highly regarded
brand in the Nepali market. But its
reputation alone has proved insuffi-
cient to withstand today’s competitive
market.

Numerous private cement brands
have entered the market with attrac-
tive advertising campaigns.

Traders say Gainda Chhap has
struggled to compete with private
brands that use modern technology,
higher production capacity and
aggressive marketing strategies.

Private cement manufacturers have
been offering cement at comparatively
lower prices, while Udayapur Cement
has become less competitive because
of its high production costs.

The factory currently sells cement
at around Rs725 per bag. According to

the factory, sales have declined
because its product is around Rs100
more expensive than those of private
manufacturers.

Local trader Bharat Rai said con-
sumers who understand quality still
choose Gainda Chhap, while those
who prioritise price opt for other
brands.

“Producing a quality product alone
is not enough,” Rai said. “The product
should be brought to the market at a
competitive price.”

Another major problem facing the
industry is managerial instability.

Twenty-nine general managers
have been appointed to the industry
in the past 33 years. Employees
accuse successive governments of
changing leadership based on political
interference and power-sharing
arrangements, making it difficult for
the industry to formulate long-term
strategies.

They say the industry has been
hollowed out because successive gov-
ernments failed to treat a national
industry as an institution above the
interests of individual parties, leaders
and groups.

Jha said the lack of sufficient
authority for management and overly
complicated procedures for everything
from procurement to financial deci-
sions have compounded the problems.

Various complaints related to finan-
cial and administrative issues have
also reached the Commission for the
Investigation of Abuse of Authority.
The anti-graft body has reportedly
warned the factory to control unpro-
ductive spending amid its weak finan-
cial condition.

The CIAA has also filed a case over
the disappearance of clinker worth
Rs460 million and the misappropria-
tion of public property.

Eight senior officials—including
former general manager Surendra
Kumar Poudel, former acting general
manager Nawal Kishor Sah, former
deputy general manager Mahesh
Prasad Kafle and other former depart-
ment chiefs—are facing trial at the
Special Court in Kathmandu.

A team from the Prime Minister’s
Office has conducted an assessment of
the industry, and the government is
expected to take steps to restart opera-
tions, according to Jha.

Pravesh Khadka, secretary of the
Industry Rescue and Vigilance
Committee, said local residents have
repeatedly urged the government to
save the industry.

The committee was formed several

months ago after citizens became con-
cerned about the possible collapse of
an industry regarded as a source of
national pride. At a time when new
industries are not being established
while existing ones are closing, local
residents have begun efforts to save
the plant.

Following pressure from locals, a
government team assigned to assess
state property studied the industry;, its
land and limestone mine, and submit-
ted a report to the government. The
report includes several options for
operating the industry.

Khadka said locals have suggested
operating the industry under a pub-
lic-private partnership model.

He said the industry’s existing
machinery could be upgraded imme-
diately to increase production capaci-
ty. In the long term, however, a mod-
ern plant could be established in the
Sukura area near the limestone mine
on around 550 ropanis of land, with a
daily clinker production capacity of
10,000 metric tonnes.

Under the proposed model, the fed-
eral government, provincial govern-
ment, local government, residents of
the mining area and employees would
jointly hold a 45 percent stake, while
the private sector would contribute
the remaining 55 percent.

The proposed plant would require
an investment of around Rs20 billion.
Its clinker could be supplied to cement
factories across Nepal and potentially
exported to Bihar and Uttar Pradesh
in India.

According to the industry’s annual
report for fiscal year 2021-22, the pro-
posed plant could generate more
than Rs3 billion in annual govern-
ment revenue.

Ramesh Rasaili, president of the
Triyuga Chamber of Commerce and
Industry in Gaighat, said the crisis
will deepen if the old cycle of political
appointments, unstable leadership,
opaque procurement and weak man-
agement continues.

He suggested bringing in new,
skilled personnel to make the industry
more effective.

“If professional and empowered lead-
ership, a transparent procurement sys-
tem, modern machinery, financial
restructuring, skilled human resources
and a long-term investment plan can be
implemented, the industry can regain
its glory,” he said.

“But if it again becomes trapped in
power-sharing and political games,
the crisis facing state-owned indus-
tries could become even deeper.”

Bangladesh’s gas crisis hits
factories, homes and transport

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BRAHMANBARIA (BANGLADESH), AUG 23

The giant structures of Bangladesh’s
Ashuganj fertiliser factory have stood
silent for more than a year, as a natu-
ral gas crisis shuts industries, trig-
gers power cuts and sparks protests
over fuel shortages.

Machinery once ran round the
clock, using natural gas to produce
urea that farmers depended on to
grow crops for the country’s 170 mil-
lion people.

Now the state-owned factory, which
once employed more than 1,200 people
and produced more than 1,000 tonnes
of fertiliser a day, is a rusting shell.

Ashuganj closed in March 2025,
with the country battered by a gas
shortage sparked by a plunge in pro-
duction owing to underinvestment in
ageing fields and exploration, while
the US-Iran war has choked imports
from the Middle East.

“Only the skeleton of the factory

remains,” said Md Bazlur Rashid, 59,
who spent his entire working life at
Ashuganj, built near the eastern Titas
gas field. “It has lost its life”.

The factory is one of six major urea
fertiliser plants that have been forced
to close down or restrict operations
because of gas shortages.

Trade union leader Md Abu Kawsar
said the shutdowns had cost workers
their jobs while threatening an indus-
try linked to food security.

“You cannot simply let these facto-
ries sit idle and allow them to deterio-
rate,” he told AFP. “Reviving them
could also help save foreign currency.”

But the consequences of the gas
shortage extend far beyond fertiliser
production. Hundreds of factories,
including textile plants, are cutting
production or shutting.

Bangladesh is the world’s sec-
ond-largest garment exporter, which
accounts for about 80 percent of the
country’s export earnings.

At home, domestic piped gas is often

cut. Power plants turning gas into
electricity are struggling to meet
demand, creating regular blackouts.

The government issued electrici-
ty-saving measures in August, includ-
ing ordering shopping malls to close
an hour earlier.

Electricity generation, industry
and captive power plants account for
more than three-quarters of
Bangladesh’s gas consumption.

Households, which account for just
over a tenth of the country’s gas con-
sumption, have also been hit.

“We don’t get a drop of gas over-
night,” said housewife Nargis Begum,
50, who lives close to the Ashuganj
factory.

“Then sometimes the pressure is
too low. We can’t turn on two burners
at the same time.”

Many households, particularly in
rural areas, have switched to
wood-burning stoves, while electricity
cuts leave residents without fans in
the sweltering humidity.

Canada’s Carney retahates
agamnst Trump’s tarifts

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
OTTAWA, AUG 23

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney
announced retaliatory tariffs on the US
on Saturday, after walking away from a
“bad deal” on trade in a deepening rift
between the longtime allies.

Negotiations between the neighbor-
ing countries broke down Friday in
Washington, putting into force new
50-percent US tariffs impacting about
$20 billion worth of goods, or 5.5 percent
of Canadian exports to the US. Impacted
products range from hockey sticks to
cement. “You’re at war when you get
attacked. We got attacked,” Carney said.

US President Donald Trump hit
back at Canada on Sunday, saying,
“Canada wants the benefits of being a
State, without being one!!!”

“They have also charged our great
farmers, for many years, massive
amounts of Tariffs. No more!!!”
Trump added in a post on Truth
Social. New Canadian tariffs will nota-
bly target the US steel and dairy

industries and take effect on
September 8. More details would come
next week, Carney said.

Trump had previously said
Washington “should be able to have a
deal with Canada,” citing his “good
relationship” with Carney.

But on Saturday, Canada’s prime
minister said Trump set conditions that
were ultimately unacceptable even
though earlier talks had been positive.

US Trade Representative Jamieson
Greer told the New York Times on
Saturday that the US had offered to
reduce its tariffs on steel, aluminum
and autos, as well as eliminate a recent-
ly imposed tariff on Canadian lumber.

Greer said those measures would
have given Canada “the most preferen-
tial treatment of any trading partner,”
according to the Times.

Greer told Fox News on Saturday
that Washington was “moving for-
ward with measures that respond to
Canadian retaliation.” He said no new
talks were planned with Canadian
negotiators.

Robots can outrun humans, but can they plug in a cable?

O REUTERS
BEUJING, AUG 23

China’s humanoid robots have
shown they can run quicker than the
fastest humans.

Now comes the real test: can
they also handle packaging and
warehouse operations while reliably
performing precision tasks like con-
necting cables designed to evaluate
their ability to work like humans in
less flashy jobs?

The five-day World Humanoid Robot
Games, which began Saturday in
Beijing, combine events modelled on
human sports with those designed
to test the robots in simulated facto-
ries, restaurants, offices and in emer-
gency situations.

The games, heavily promoted in
Chinese state media, feature 51 events,
including 30 sports competitions and
21 scenario-based contests. More than
40 percent require robots to operate
fully autonomously, according to
Huawei, a tech partner of the games.

On Saturday, two robots ran faster
than Usain Bolt’s 9.58-second world
record in the 100-meter sprint. That
was a sharp improvement from 2025,

REUTERS

Spectators watch as Tiangong robots walk in formation during the opening ceremony for the
second World Humanoid Robot Games at the National Speed Skating Oval in Beijing, Saturday.

when the winning robot’s time was
more than 20 seconds. Braking was an
issue, as the machines slammed into a
thick mat that organizers placed sev-

eral metres after the finish line.
Another humanoid, the same model

as the 100-meter champion, ran 400

metres in 39.7 seconds, faster than

South African Wayde van Niekerk’s
world record of 43.03 seconds.

“The intensity is higher than last
year, which places significant
demands on the robot’s battery man-
agement and thermal dissipation
capabilities,” said spectator and robot-
ics investor Xu Qiaosheng.

“It holds huge significance for the
development of China’s industrial
sector.”

Robots will compete in tug-of-war
and weightlifting, while Tai Chi and
pitch-pot - in which contestants throw
arrow-like sticks into a narrow-necked
vase - will give traditional Chinese
sports a futuristic twist.

Beyond the spectacle, the more
revealing tests could come when
robots encounter the small imperfec-
tions of the physical world: a cable
at the wrong angle, an object just out
of reach, a shifting package or a
missed step.

That tests whether robots can iden-
tify objects, accurately position their
hands and bodies, apply controlled
force and recover from errors without
human intervention.

Lumos Robotics Chief Executive Yu
Chao said the games could help

improve hardware and provide a
showcase for the industry. But Yu said
the longer-term value will depend on
real-world problem solving.

“Only when it can work in those end
scenarios does it have real value,” Yu
said. “Simply running and jumping
does not improve efficiency.”

In addition to more familiar events
drawn from human sports, robots will
compete in EV charging, restaurant
work, emergency incident handling
and hand-dexterity contests. There
are also industrial assembly and mate-
rial loading events. A cable connec-
tion challenge is a test of vision,
mechanical alignment and force
control.

Beijing-based robotics startup
Galbot said it would stage an autono-
mous humanoid tennis match, with
robots attempting singles and doubles
play, including ball tracking, serving
and returning shots.

For Hua Rong, chief marketing
officer at robotics firm Zeroth, the
real test will come after the demon-
strations end.

“The competition will be whether,
after the product is sold, it can really
solve users’ problems,” she said.
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Indonesian police
arrest 72 people
suspected of
starting forest fires

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
JAKARTA, AUG 23

Indonesian authorities arrested 72
people suspected of starting some of
the forest and peatland fires as huge
blazes in central and west Indonesia
triggered choking haze.

Indonesia has been battling fires
driven by an intensifying El Nino
pattern and a prolonged dry season,
generating dense smoke that crossed
into Malaysia, according to
Indonesia’s National Disaster
Management Agency, or BNPB.

Fires are a regular problem in
Indonesia that strain relations with
neighbouring countries.

Plantation owners and traditional
farmers often start fires to clear
land for farming, said Mohammad
Irhamni, director of special crimes
at the National Police’s Criminal
Investigation Agency.

The arson suspects were being
investigated in connection with 89
forest and land fire cases across five
provinces on the island of Borneo and
four on Sumatra, Irhamni said.

He said most of the suspects were
accused of deliberately burning land
to clear areas for plantations at
lower cost. Investigators were still
tracing financial records to
determine  whether companies
financed or ordered the land clearing,
signalling the probe could expand
beyond those arrested.

“We will not stop at the perpetrators
on the ground,” Irhami said in a news
conference in the capital, Jakarta,
on Sunday. “We will determine who
benefited from these activities and
who was ultimately behind them.”

The suspects face charges that
carry penalties ranging from hefty
fines to prison terms of up to 15 years,
he said.

Blazes on Sunday blanketed parts
of Borneo, the world’s third-largest
island shared by Indonesia, Malaysia
and Brunei. Indonesia administers
about three-quarters of the island,
where the country’s Environment
Ministry recorded more than 3,700 hot
spots on Sunday.

BNPB chief Suharyanto said fire
activity had increased in West, Central
and South Kalimantan provinces on
Borneo, where many blazes worsen
due to peatlands, prolonging haze in
several areas.

“Land that appears extinguished
on the surface may still contain
embers underneath, so sufficient
rainfall is crucial to rewet the
peat and fully suppress the fires,” said
Suharyanto, who, like many
Indonesians, uses a single name.

The western island of South
Sumatra also battled blazes, with
more than 1,700 hot spots detected on
Sunday, causing choked haze and
reducing visibility to only 10 metres in
some areas, the ministry said.

Cloud-seeding operations resumed
over Kalimantan on Sunday, deploy-
ing 30 helicopters for water-bombing
and aerial patrol missions over
Kalimantan and another 22 helicop-
ters covering Sumatra.

Meanwhile, Malaysia has suffered
severe smoke from the blazes, with its
eastern state of Sarawak among the
hardest hit. One district recorded
“very unhealthy” air quality on
Friday, while eight others posted
unhealthy readings, prompting the
closure of nearly 600 schools and
affecting about 200,000 students, the
Sarawak government said.

Zelenskyy details rift with dismissed defence minister,
saying some of his actions were misguided

O SAMYA KULLAB/AP
KYIV, UKRAINE, AUG 23

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy said he believes actions
taken by dismissed defence minister
Mykhailo Fedorov, including his
involvement in mass protests and
calls for elections, were misguided, as
he publicly detailed their dispute for
the first time.

Zelenskyy also alluded to problem-
atic decisions over defence spending
and said inaccurate information pro-
vided by the defence ministry contrib-
uted to an awkward encounter with
US President Donald Trump over the
use of Starlink in Russia.

Zelenskyy disclosed figures show-
ing Ukraine’s growing shortage of
Patriot air-defence missiles needed to
counter Russian ballistic attacks, with
deliveries from Western allies declin-
ing in the past three years even as
Russian missile strikes intensified.

He highlighted battlefield gains,
however, saying Ukrainian forces
have almost completely recaptured
the Dnipropetrovsk region, with only
about 10 square kilometres remaining
under Russian control.

He made the remarks during a two-
hour off-the-record meeting with
reporters on Saturday, with a tran-
script released publicly on Sunday.

Wide-ranging discussion

included first public

comments on Fedorov dismissal
His comments ranged widely,
covering the latest battlefield develop-
ments, efforts to counter Russian bal-
listic attacks, the state of peace nego-
tiations, Ukraine’s budgetary chal-
lenges and the political turmoil sur-
rounding Fedorov’s dismissal.

“I really had and still have a
very positive attitude toward
Mykhailo. We have been through a lot
together. But I believe that he himself
goes, or is pushed, into the wrong
things,” he said.

Fedorov, a popular minister credit-
ed with modernising Ukraine’s armed
forces and accelerating the military’s
embrace of technology and drone war-
fare, was dismissed last month after
reportedly falling out with the coun-
try’s top military commander. His
removal triggered mass protests that
lasted for weeks but ultimately failed
to force a reversal of the decision.

AP/RSS

A woman walks across the debris in the aftermath of an overnight Russian missile and drone attack on Kyiv, Ukraine, on Thursday.

Fedorov later called for elections in a
video address.

Zelenskyy said he had offered
Fedorov four different options to
continue working in government.
Fedorov, he said, rejected all four
proposals.

Inaccurate information

led to uncomfortable

White House situation

Zelenskyy appeared to link Fedorov
to an awkward episode involving
Starlink and Elon Musk. Zelenskyy
said that earlier this year the defence
ministry had told him that SpaceX
had agreed to allow Ukraine to use
Starlink over Russian territory to
carry out deep strike operations, sub-
ject to political approval.

Acting on that, Zelenskyy said, he
raised the issue directly with US
President Donald Trump. He told
Trump that Musk had confirmed the
proposed use. Zelenskyy said the two
sides subsequently sought Musk’s
confirmation and discussed financing

for the project. But at a later meeting,
Zelenskyy said Trump told him that
Musk had rejected the proposal and
accused him of having misled the
US president. Musk considered the
move a dangerous escalation, accord-
ing to Zelenskyy.

“He said that I had supposedly
deceived him because Musk had
denied Ukraine the use of Starlink on
Russian territory. I went back to our
Ministry of Defence and they said that
maybe it was so,” he said.

Zelenskyy did not explicitly accuse
Fedorov of lying. He said this
episode was among the reasons behind
“some of the steps”.

Zelenskyy also pushed back against
protesters’ vilification of former
army chief Oleksandr Syrskyi, whom
he dismissed, and current Defence
Minister Maj Gen Yevhen Khmara,
saying they had gone too far.

“Maybe someone doesn’t like
Syrskyi for one reason or another.
But the slogans ‘Syrskyi is the devil,
Khmara is the devil,”” he said.

“Listen, this is too much. Do you
understand? In principle, you can’t
treat the military like this and
tolerate it, especially when it was the
military that made it possible for any
peaceful protests to take place in the
Ukrainian capital at all.”

Pressure on defence budget

but military successes

The president also described severe
financial pressure on Ukraine’s
defence effort. He said the defence
ministry faced a $27 billion budget
shortfall after spending decisions
earlier in the year brought forward
funds originally intended for the sec-
ond half of 2026.

Touching on a corruption probe that
led Zelenskyy to fire one of his most
senior officials this week, he said
anti-corruption investigators do not
believe the president was involved.

The investigators had named
a deputy head of the presidential
office among the suspects in a mon-
ey-laundering case.

“The heads of anti-corruption agen-
cies have zero questions for me. They
understand perfectly well that I am
not involved in anything like that.
And this is important to me,” he said.

On the battlefield, Zelenskyy was
optimistic, saying Ukraine had
almost completely regained control
of the Dnipropetrovsk region, with
only about 10 square kilometres and
three small villages remaining out-
side Ukrainian control.

He said another operation was
underway elsewhere and that its
results were expected by the end of
August. He also predicted that by the
end of 2026 Ukraine could reach pari-
ty between the territory occupied by
Russia since the beginning of the year
and the territory retaken by Ukrainian
forces. Zelenskyy said Russia had
occupied about 990 square kilometres
since the start of the year, while
Ukraine had restored control over
roughly 820 square kilometres.

The president said Russia’s
principal objective remained the
Konstantynivka-Sloviansk-Krama-
torsk axis and that Moscow was still
demanding Ukraine withdraw from
the Donbas region as a condition for a
settlement.

Still struggling for access to
Patriot missiles

Zelenskyy said Ukraine was receiving
substantially fewer Patriot intercep-
tor missiles even as Russian ballistic
attacks are increasing.

He said Ukraine received 675
Patriot missiles in 2023, compared
with 364 in 2025 and an expected 264
in 2026. Zelenskyy said he wanted to
secure 300 additional Patriot missiles
for the coming winter, while Ukraine’s
Air Force had requested 360.

The shortfall is particularly serious
because the United States and
European partners are struggling to
expand production. Zelenskyy said he
hoped Ukraine could obtain even 5
percent or 10 percent of US reserves
and was able to pay for them.

Zelenskyy said Russia could eventu-
ally produce up to 1,300 ballistic mis-
siles a year, compared with an estimat-
ed current capacity of 600.

He said Ukraine was also preparing
alternatives to Starlink, including a
European communications project, as
Russia and China work on their own
competing system.

Moscow says ambassador to UK no longer in post

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
LONDON, AUG 23

The Russian embassy in London on
Sunday confirmed there was no
longer an ambassador in post, while
blaming Britain for the deterioration
of bilateral relations.

The embassy released a statement
after the Sunday Times reported
that Moscow had “withdrawn” its
envoy, Andrei Kelin, as it “attempts to
force Britain to reconsider its support
for Ukraine”.

Moscow had not put forward any
candidates to replace Kelin “and
embassy staff are understood to have
no indication of when a successor
might be appointed”, the newspaper
reported.

“Following The Times’ article on the
conclusion of Andrei Kelin’s diplomat-
ic mission as Russian ambassador to
the United Kingdom, the embassy con-
siders it necessary to note that nothing

in its comment provided to the newspa-
per implies that the Russian side
intends to downgrade the level of dip-
lomatic relations between our two
countries,” a Russian embassy state-
ment posted on Telegram said.

“As for the state of Russia-UK rela-
tions across all areas, they have deteri-
orated to an unprecedentedly low level
entirely on London’s initiative,” it
added. Kelin, who had been Russian
ambassador to the UK for over seven
years, left his post on July 21, the Times
reported.

“Downgrading a diplomatic relation-
ship by withdrawing an ambassador is
one formal way for a government to
express severe displeasure or protest
without severing ties entirely,” it said.

The Foreign Office told AFP it was
“a matter for the Russian Ministry of
Foreign Affairs”.

“We have an ambassador and embas-
sy in Moscow to engage and raise con-
cerns with the Russian government,”

it said in a statement.

“We continue to stand shoulder to
shoulder with Ukraine, which has the
right to defend itself against Russia’s
illegal and unprovoked invasion,” it
added. Russia on Monday warned
Britain it would pay a “price” after
reports that UK-made drones supplied
to Ukraine had been used in strikes
deep inside Russia.

The embassy in London accused
Britain of becoming “an accomplice
and co-perpetrator” of the attacks and
of “deliberately opting for an escala-
tion” in the conflict.

“The deeper its involvement in the
conflict and the greater its support for
Kiev’s terrorist machinery, the higher
the price it will pay,” it said.

Britain has been one of Ukraine’s
strongest backers since Russia’s full-
scale invasion in 2022, committing
around 25 billion pounds ($33 billion)
in support, including 16 billion pounds
in military aid.

Dozens of attacks in Thailand’s restive
south leave 3 Wounded

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
NARATHIWAT, THAILAND, AUG 23

Dozens of coordinated arson and
incendiary attacks across Thailand’s
insurgency-hit south late Saturday left
at least three people wounded and gov-
ernment property burned, the mili-
tary said.

Multiple local government offices
and several vehicles were damaged
or destroyed in the 51 attacks, accord-
ing to an AFP journalist and the mili-
tary’s Internal Security Operations
Command (ISOC).

Firefighters worked to extinguish
burning tyres left in the middle of a
road and flames inside a 7-Eleven con-
venience store Saturday night, while
police officers stopped motorists for
security checks, footage from local
broadcaster Thai PBS showed.

“Multiple coordinated incidents
aimed at creating unrest occurred in
various locations across the southern
border provinces” from around 8:00
pm (1300 GMT) to midnight on
Saturday, ISOC said in a statement.

Most were in Narathiwat province,
where three civilians were wounded
and an overnight curfew was imposed,
while other attacks occurred in neigh-
bouring Yala and Pattani provinces,
authorities said.

Since 2004, a low-level conflict has
simmered in the southernmost prov-
inces of Buddhist-majority Thailand,
killing more than 7,000 people, as
rebels in the Muslim-majority region

battle for greater autonomy.

No group has claimed responsibili-
ty for Saturday’s attacks.

Two women, aged 45 and 46, and a
21-year-old man were hurt in a road-
side bombing in Narathiwat, provin-
cial officials said in a statement.

All three were hospitalised and in
stable condition.

The national railway operator tem-
porarily suspended part of a route in
Narathiwat after officials found dam-
age on the tracks “caused by a disrup-

AFP/RSS
A woman injured in a roadside blast at a hospital in the Thai province of Narathiwat, Sunday.

tive bombing incident last night”,
ISOC said.

Narathiwat Governor Boonchuay
Homyamyen told local media that
authorities were investigating sites
of the attacks on Sunday, including
a local government office and
telecommunications towers and elec-
trical poles.

The Narathiwat military command
earlier announced a curfew from
Saturday night until 6:00 am on
Sunday.

A vehicle was stolen from the office
of a subdistrict administrative
organisation in Narathiwat during
one of the attacks that left the build-
ing in flames, ISOC said.

The burned-out pickup truck was
later found abandoned on a road.

Expected attacks

At a municipal office in Pattani
province damaged in another attack,
army commander for the southern
region Norathip Poinok said Sunday
that the assailants had aimed to
destroy the building and undermine
public trust in the state.

“We had intelligence reports for
about two months that there would be
attacks on local offices,” he told
reporters, adding that the military
had issued warnings to security agen-
cies but did not know when and where
the assaults would occur.

Insurgents in the deep south regu-
larly carry out attacks on security
officials and government property,
including ahead of visits by officials
to the region.

Last month, assailants killed five
soldiers in a shooting and bomb attack
at a checkpoint in Narathiwat.

Thai Prime Minister Anutin
Charnvirakul and members of his
cabinet are scheduled to make a two-
day visit to the city of Hat Yai in
southern Songkhla province next
week to discuss investment projects,
flooding prevention and security
issues, his office said on Saturday.

Macron hosts Saudi’s
MBS for visit ranging from
esports to Mideast

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
PARIS, AUG 23

French President Emmanuel Macron
welcomes Saudi crown prince and de
facto ruler Mohammed bin Salman on
Sunday for a two-day visit set to range
from esports to the war in the Middle
East. Several agreements on health,
transport and energy will be signed on
the second day of the visit on Monday;,
according to a French presidential
official, underlining the strength of
the Paris-Riyadh relationship.

But the visit will kick off in a differ-
ent style on Sunday evening from 1800
GMT with Macron hosting the Saudi
strongman -- known as MBS -- at the
closing ceremony of the Esports
World Cup hosted by Paris.

The event, which brings together
the leading performers in esports
ranging from computer games to
chess and has been eagerly backed by
MBS, is being held outside Saudi
Arabia for the first time.

The French presidential official
declined to comment on whether the
agreements could touch on a vast
theme park known as Dragons Ball,
backed by a Saudi fund, which is
mooted for the Val-d’Oise region out-
side Paris.

Saudi Arabia is also set to host a
string of key global events, notably
the Expo 2030 and above all the foot-
ball World Cup in 2034.

Rights on agenda?

Saudi Arabia, a close US ally which
has a history of tensions with Iran, is
also closely watching developments in
the Islamic republic in the wake of the
US-Israeli war.

On Monday afternoon, MBS and
Macron are to chair the first meeting
of the Saudi-French strategic partner-
ship council.

Macron and MBS “will discuss key
regional issues, in a context calling for
close coordination between France
and its Gulf partners to foster stabili-
ty and peace” in the Middle East,
according to Macron’s office.

It remains unclear if rights will
feature high on the agenda, some eight
years after dissident Saudi journalist
Jamal Khashoggi was Killed and dis-
membered inside Riyadh’s Istanbul
consulate in 2018.

A United Nations investigation
described Khashoggi’s death as an
“extrajudicial killing for which Saudi
Arabia is responsible”.

US intelligence agencies deter-
mined that MBS had “approved” the
operation that led to Khashoggi’s kill-
ing. Riyadh denies this, blaming rogue
operatives.

In December 2021, Macron became
one of the first Western leaders to
meet MBS in Saudi Arabia in the wake
of the Khashoggi killing. The Saudi
crown prince has made multiple visits
to France since then.

FILE PHOTO: AFP
France’s President Emmanuel Macron with Saudi Crown Prince Mohammad bin Salman.

(CIV <]



07 | MONDAY, AUGUST 24, 2026

THE KATHMANDU POST

SPORTS | MEDLEY

Maresca makes winning start with
Man City after dramatic fightback

Maresca insists he can replicate Guardiola’s trophy haul if he is given time to handle the ‘big changes’ at the club.

AP/RSS

Manchester City’s head coach Enzo Maresca reacts during the English Premier League match against Bournemouth in Manchester on Sunday.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MANCHESTER, UNITED KINGDOM, AUG 23

Manchester City made a winning start
to life without Pep Guardiola as late
goals from Marc Guehi and Josko
Gvardiol snatched a dramatic 2-1 vic-
tory against Bournemouth on Sunday
in Enzo Maresca’s first Premier
League game as the Spaniard’s
replacement.

Marcus Tavernier’s first half goal
put Bournemouth ahead at the Etihad
Stadium before City staged a pulsat-
ing fightback in the final minutes.

Marc Guehi headed City’s equaliser
with six minutes left before Gvardiol
stroked in the stoppage-time winner.

Guardiola won 20 trophies, includ-
ing six Premier League titles, during a
glorious decade with City.

His reign started with a late win at
home to Sunderland in 2016 and
Maresca will hope his own narrow
victory serves as the prelude to an
equally successful spell.

Maresca insists he can replicate
Guardiola’s trophy haul if he is given
time to handle the “big changes” at
the club.

City’s lacklustre 3-0 defeat against
Arsenal in last weekend’s Community
Shield raised questions about their
ability to keep pace with the Premier
League champions this season.

For much of their top-flight opener,
City were again short of inspiration
in attack and cohesion at the back.

But they found a way to dig out a
result that allowed Maresca to breathe
a sigh of relief.

It is a time of major upheaval at
City, with Rodri, Bernardo Silva, John
Stones, Nathan Ake and Tijjani
Reijnders all leaving and Savinho set
to join Tottenham.

England midfielder Elliot Anderson
has been Maresca’s only major sign-
ing and he was unimpressive before
hobbling off in the second half.

City are set to sign teenage Morocco
midfielder Ayyoub Bouaddi from
Lille in a deal worth £86 million ($117

million), according to reports on
Sunday.

But more new recruits will be
needed if City are to close the gap on

Arsenal.

Critical decision

Maresca wasted little time emulating

one aspect of Guardiola’s reign as he

unveiled a curious starting line-up.
The Italian picked six players who

could be classed as defenders, with

Man City star chops off his locks for the new season

Q ASSOCIATED PRESS
MANCHESTER, AUG 23

Erling Haaland’s famed flowing
locks are no more.

The Manchester City superstar
has a new hairstyle for the new
Premier League season: A buzz cut
that went viral on social media on
Sunday ahead of the team’s opening
match against Bournemouth.

It didn’t help him. The Norway
striker missed a couple of great
chances in City’s 2-1 win at Etihad
Stadium.

Haaland has become one of the
most easily distinguishable sport
stars in recent years because of his
long hair. In a video on Haaland’s
YouTube channel, Zlatan
Ibrahimovic asked if the City strik-
er had “lost a bet” when he was
shown the new hairstyle.

“You gonna be faster now, or

what?” Ibrahimovic said.

Former City manager Pep
Guardiola reacted to the haircut by
saying: “You're lucky to have hair. I
would love to have it!”

Haaland arrived at Etihad
Stadium for the Bournemouth game
wearing a cap, but that had been
removed for the warmup — reveal-
ing the buzz cut.

England centre-back Guehi deployed
in midfield and Nico O’Reilly moved
from his usual role on the left to a
position closer to Erling Haaland in
attack. Haaland shed his long blond
hair on the eve of the new season,
describing his close-cropped look as
“new season, new trim”.

The City striker, who starred for
Norway at the World Cup, might have
looked sharp, but his finishing was
rusty when he somehow prodded wide
from close-range after O’Reilly’s cross
presented him with a golden opportu-
nity. City were punished by an inci-
sive counter from Bournemouth in
the 26th minute.

Evanilson’s perfectly weighted
cross fizzed across the penalty area as
City defenders Ruben Dias and
Abdukodir Khusanov stood statu-
esque, allowing Tavernier time and
space to stroke a composed finish past
Gianluigi Donnarumma from six
yards.

City forwards Phil Foden and
Antoine Semenyo struggled to link up
effectively with Haaland, whose glanc-
ing header was clawed away by
Djordje Petrovic.

Guehi should have equalised imme-
diately after the interval from Foden’s
corner, but he surpassed Haaland’s
woeful first half miss with an even
worse header from virtually on the
line.

Moans from supporters under-
whelmed by Maresca’s style of play
were a constant soundtrack to his
time at Chelsea.

It must have alarmed
City’s hierarchy to
hear similar com-
plaints from the stands
before Maresca had
even completed 90 min-
utes in charge.

But Maresca made
the critical decision to
send on French play-
maker Rayan Cherki
and the move changed
the course of the

match.
It was Cherki’s cor-
ner that arrowed

towards Guehi in the
84th minute, present-
ing the defender with
a chance that he head-
ed past Petrovic in
clinical fashion.

And in stop-
page-time, Cherki
slipped a deft
pass through
the heart of the
Bournemouth
defence for
Gvardiol to slot
home as Maresca
punched the air in
delight.

McLaren’s Norris wins Dutch
GP after Verstappen crash

The Briton started on pole and managed to come out on
top of a sensational three-way battle with current title

leader Antonelli and 7-time world champion Hamilton.

{
AP/RSS

McLaren driver Lando Norris of Britain lifts the trophy after winning the Formula One Dutch

Grand Prix in Zandvoort, Netherlands, on Sunday.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ZANDVOORT, NETHERLANDS, AUG 23

Formula One world champion Lando
Norris stormed to victory in a thrilling
Dutch Grand Prix on Sunday, sealing
back-to-back wins in a race marred by
a huge crash for local hero Max
Verstappen.

The Briton started on pole and man-
aged to come out on top of a sensation-
al three-way battle with current title
leader Kimi Antonelli and seven-time
world champion Lewis Hamilton.

Norris crossed the line 11.54 seconds
ahead of Antonelli in second place and
claimed a memorable hat-trick for
McLaren at the Dutch Grand Prix after

wins for teammate Oscar

Piastri last year and the

Briton himself the
year before.

“l made it tough
for myself today, but
a good race. Well
fought. Probably one
of my better wins.
We had to fight for it
well, but the pace
was very strong,”
said Norris.

“I managed things
incredibly well today.
So over the moon,
very, very happy and
nice to win the final
race here in

Zandvoort,” added
the 26-year-old.

Mercedes
driver George
Russell complet-
ed the podium

after holding
off a deter-
mined chal-

lenge from
Hamilton in the
., closing stages of the
race.

A hefty downpour

an hour before lights out meant drivers
had to deal with a drying track and the
conditions created a dramatic start to
the race.

Coming into the last corner of the
first lap, Verstappen lost control of his
Red Bull, smashed into the wall and
careered across the track, forcing sev-
eral rivals to swerve out of the way.

To the relief of the tens of thou-
sands of orange-clad Dutch fans,
Verstappen immediately told his team
he was unhurt and he walked free from
the car.

When the race restarted after a delay
of more than 30 minutes, Antonelli
reacted faster off the grid than Norris,
passing him in the first turn.

Antonelli was ahead until the 54th
lap when Norris pulled off a spectacu-
lar overtake on the Italian.

Norris then cruised towards the
chequered flag while behind him
Hamilton engaged in a nailbiting scrap
with George Russell, which the
Mercedes man won.

The second Ferrari of Charles
Leclerc came in fifth while the other
McLaren driven by Oscar Piastri took
sixth place.

Antonelli still enjoys a 59-point lead
over rivals Hamilton and Russell, but
he will start the next race in Monza
with a 10-place grid penalty after
Mercedes have been forced into an
engine change.

“Just didn’t have the feeling with the
car that was sliding a lot overall,” said
Antonelli, who turns 20 next week.

It was the last edition of the Dutch
Grand Prix, with promoters pulling the
plug this year for financial reasons.

Drivers and fans alike regret the loss
of the track, whose unusual lay-out
with steep banked corners provides a
unique challenge for the drivers.

Many drivers also hailed the rau-
cous atmosphere at the event, with
packed crowds—most dressed from
head to toe in Dutch orange—ensuring
a party spirit.

HOROSCOPE

ARIES (March 21-April 19) CANCER (June 22-July 22) LIBRA (September 23-October 22) CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

You're all business as the work week kicks off, dear-

Put in the effort to build lasting connections, dearest

Remember your roots and draw strength from them,

Without a specific agenda to follow, you may feel

« =

£ est Aries. Now is your moment to demonstrate that Cancer, and be mindful of what you expect in return. . darling Libra. A desire to support and nurture loved slightly adrift, but try not to let a lack of structure

) ) the skills and experience you’ve cultivated thus far Show loved ones that you are reliable, consistent, | ones acts as a secondary byproduct of the luminary ¢ deter you from getting creative. Imagine that reality
have earned you a seat at the table. and rooting for their success. placement. is yours to shape.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
As you visualise the future, ask the universe for

D

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

It’s important to embrace sacrifice and meet people
in the middle, dear Gemini, especially where roman-
tic and professional partnerships are concerned. If
you’re hoping to grow alongside colleagues, you’ll

need to ensure everyone can succeed.

CROSSWORD

guidance and wait for signs to appear. A boost to your y) NS
intuition will make it easier to collaborate with the -!-. J
<) other side. .

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Start the work week on a high note, dear Leo. With a
bit of organisation and forethought, you’ll power
through to-do lists with enough time left over to get

ahead of the curve.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)
Creative strengths give you a professional edge, dar-
ling Virgo. Ideas shared with colleagues will float to
the top, helping you gain notoriety and respect.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

You’re reminded of the power words carry, dearest
' Scorpio. You may feel called to take on a new topic of
| research. Dive into subjects that fascinate you.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
Be methodical and present in your movements, dear

. archer. You'll feel keenly aware of which relation- ‘ﬁ .
| ships or situations are stable and reliable, versus b (Q’ /

those that are not.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

You're called to embark upon a deep dive through
your own psyche, dearest Aquarius. Minimise con-
tact with others, as the work you’re about to take on

is best done in solitude.

SUDOKU

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

Social hierarchies will be difficult to ignore, dearest
Pisces. Though you’re not a fan of popularity con-
tests or bold displays of status, part of you will long
for more recognition.

ASTROLOGY.COM
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Looking for a city he barely knew

Arhant Shrestha’s camera became a way to understand masculinity,
revisit childhood memories, and make sense of his relationship with the Valley.

O SHRINKHALA CHAND THAKURI
KATHMANDU

or Arhant Shrestha, photography

has often begun with distance. He

has photographed from a place of

longing, fear, and, at times, the

courage to confront what feels far
away.

As a child, he learned about Kathmandu
through the windows of a car. The city
appeared to him in fragments, and his
imagination filled in the gaps.

Years later, after a violent attack left
him afraid of men, he found himself creat-
ing distance again, this time between him-
self and members of his own gender.

Photography became a way for him to
confront and move beyond that distance.

Shrestha’s photographic practice takes
root in Kathmandu and in his attempts to
understand the city and the people around
him. In ‘Between Space and Memory’, he
revisits the hazy Kathmandu of his child-
hood imagination, before the realities of
adulthood could replace it. In ‘Loose Fist’,
he confronts trauma stemming from a
deeply personal experience, photograph-
ing men in an attempt to regain comfort in
their presence.

The two bodies of work are different in
subject and circumstance, but Shrestha
sees a common tension between them:
watching something from a distance while
wanting to be close to it. “This tension is
the starting point for both ‘Loose Fist’ and
‘Between Space and Memory’,” he says.

For Shrestha, the impulse to photo-
graph Kathmandu began early. He has
been carrying a camera around the city
since he was 14, driven by what he
describes as a never-ending fascination
with its layers.

“I believe that I’'ll never be able to fully
understand Kathmandu and its people,”
he says. “But the pursuit of uncovering as
much as I can keeps me driven.”

That pursuit first took a distinctly
nostalgic form.

In ‘Between Space and Memory’,
Shrestha photographs the city through
the eyes of a childhood spent at a
physical distance from it. The Kathmandu
he imagined was therefore never
entirely real.
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— WHY DO IT ——

When he returned to those memories at
20, he was not trying to recreate his child-
hood literally. Instead, he wanted to photo-
graph the feeling of having yearned for a
city he barely understood.

Looking back now, Shrestha does not
consider the series a direct reflection of
his adolescent mind. Rather, he sees it as
his interpretation of that adolescence at
20. Yet he does not believe that makes the
work less valuable.

“The need to ‘document’ photographi-
cally—and therefore attempt to under-
stand the world around me—lies at the
crux of my passion as a photographer,”
he says.

That instinct became more urgent after
his assault.

In late 2023, Shrestha and his partner
were attacked in a violent incident in
Kathmandu. In its aftermath, he devel-

oped what he describes as a near-debilitat-
ing fear of men. An experience involving a
small group of people had altered his per-
ception of an entire group.

Rather than withdrawing from the city,
Shrestha decided to confront the fear.

He began walking around Kathmandu
late at night, photographing the men he
encountered. Initially, the photographs
were not intended as an artistic project.
They were an exercise in exposure; an
attempt to force himself back into spaces
that had become frightening.

“I wanted to get better,” he says, “and
once again find comfort in sharing public
and private space with other men.”

There was another option: retreat.

But Shrestha did not want to build his
life around avoidance. He describes the
temptation to remain protected by loved
ones and to retreat permanently from
whatever might trigger his fear. For him,
however, that would have meant accepting
a life narrowed by the experience of
violence.

“So, I picked up my camera to blunt-
force my way through fear,” he says, “to
find myself back in a place where I can
exist comfortably with men in this city
that I love.”

The process eventually changed not
only his fear, but his understanding of the
people he had been photographing.

At first, Shrestha says, he saw the men
almost as an outsider. Repeatedly photo-
graphing them allowed him to recognise
emotional complexity and compassion in
their masculinity—qualities that his fear
had made difficult to see. At the same
time, he began recognising anger and a
capacity for violence within himself.

The distance between himself and the
men around him began to collapse.

“Ultimately, I am just another man, no
more or no less than any other man in this
country,” he says. By the end of the pro-
ject, each portrait felt like holding a mir-
ror up to himself.

Once the immediate fear had subsided,
Shrestha began thinking about the men in
his own life: moments of exclusion along-
side moments of affection and support. He
staged images based on these memories,
attempting to represent masculinity
beyond anger and violence.

The resulting photographs include pla-
tonic, paternal, brotherly, romantic, and
sexual forms of affection.

Shrestha says the original photographic
exercise worked. His fear subsided, and he
became less physiologically reactive
around other men. “So in this sense,” he

says, “I suppose saying photography
‘healed’ me wouldn’t be inaccurate.”

Yet his relationship with masculinity
had been complicated long before the
attack.

As a child, Shrestha experienced exclu-
sion from other boys. Those early experi-
ences grew into what he describes as a
“fissure of misunderstanding” between
himself and the boys around him. As an
adult, he came to see himself as having
greater agency over that alienation.

He wanted proximity rather than pro-
longed victimhood. He wanted community
even within the parts of society from
which he had felt estranged.

That desire for proximity connects
‘Loose Fist” to ‘Between Spaces and
Memory’. And both use photography as a
means of approaching it.

For Shrestha, this is part of what makes
photography different from words. A pho-
tograph can communicate a feeling with-
out explaining it completely. Even the
decision of what to frame, he believes,

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF ARHANT SHRESTHA

reveals something about the person
behind the camera.

His work does not necessarily attempt
to provide definitive answers. He is com-
fortable with viewers finding meanings in
the photographs that he did not intend. “I
just make the images,” he says. “There is
no ‘ultimate meaning’ to the work.”

Perhaps that openness is fitting for a
photographer whose work is so concerned
with things that resist clear definition: a
city remembered through fragments, mas-
culinity seen through fear and intimacy,
and the shifting boundary between being
an outsider and recognising oneself in
another person.

Shrestha continues to photograph
Kathmandu because he does not believe
he has finished understanding it.
Photography, he says, is how he navigates
the world—a language more attuned to his
emotions than written words.

For him, then, making a photograph is
more than preserving what he sees. It is a
way of getting closer.
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