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Rautahat police
fake arrests

to boost their
performance record

QO SHIVA PURI
RAUTAHAT, AUG 22

When a team from the Gaur district
police office called Om Giri of
Chandrapur-5 in a cheque bounce
case, he expected to be summoned to
court. Instead, officers met him on the
roadside on June 1, collected his Rs500
fine, and let him go. The next day,
police issued a statement, calling him
a fugitive who had been arrested.

“They collect the money from you
on the street and then report that they
arrested you as a fugitive,” Giri said.
“That damages a person’s reputation.”

Giri’s case is one of several
Kantipur identified in which Rautahat
police collected court-ordered fines
from people at their homes, shops, or
on the road, then publicly reported the
transactions as fugitive arrests, even
though the individuals were never
taken into custody or presented before
a judge, as the law requires.

The pattern surfaced on August 11,
when the Rautahat Police Office
emailed local journalists a list of nine
people it said had been arrested and
handed over to the court as part of
efforts to enforce its verdicts.

Verification by Kantipur found that
the list didn’t hold up. Ravikant
Chaudhary of the Rautahat District
Court’s enforcement section said
police had brought only three of the
nine to court that day: Birendra Raut,
sentenced to 11 months and 12 days in
an arms case, and Khobhari Sah
Sonar and Shivamangal Prasad
Kushawaha, each sentenced to three
years in a vehicular homicide case.

“The other six were not people
sentenced to prison. They had only
been fined in various cases,”
Chaudhary said.

>> Continued on page 2

Nepal stalls on UN rapporteur
visit amid delays in transitional
justice appointments

Nepal is seeking a third term on the UN Human Rights Council while repeatedly stalling UN
rapporteur Bernard Duhaime’s visit to assess the country’s transitional justice process.

O BINOD GHIMIRE & DURGA DULAL
KATHMANDU, AUG 22

After years of resistance from
successive governments, the then KP
Sharma Oli government finally agreed
in August 2025 to allow Bernard
Duhaime—the UN Special Rapporteur
on the promotion of truth, justice,
reparation and guarantees of non-re-
currence—to visit Nepal.

But nearly a year later, the
long-awaited visit remains uncertain,
with the government yet to respond
to Duhaime’s proposal to visit Nepal
in November. The government had
initially agreed to a 10-day visit from
March 10 to 20, but the dates coincided
with Nepal’s general elections. The
government and Duhaime subse-
quently agreed to reschedule the visit
for June 9 to 19.

However, after the Balendra Shah
government in May first week dis-
missed the office-bearers of the two
transitional justice commissions,
along with hundreds of other appoin-
tees made by previous governments,
it informed Duhaime that the June
visit would not be possible.

In its May 18 letter, the government
said it would “highly welcome” a
rescheduled visit after September.
Duhaime responded by proposing
his visit for November 17 to 27. Three
months later, however, he is still wait-
ing for a response from Kathmandu.

“No formal response from the Nepal
government has been received so far,”
Duhaime said in an email response to
the Post. His visit is intended to assess
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Nepal’s efforts on truth, justice,
reparation, memorialisation and
guarantees of non-recurrence in
addressing serious human rights vio-
lations committed during the 1996-
2006 Maoist insurgency.

The Balendra Shah administration
cited the vacant leadership of the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission
and the Commission of Investigation
on Enforced Disappeared Persons
when it cancelled Duhaime’s June
visit. But with the government yet to
begin the appointment process for the
two transitional justice bodies, it is
unclear whether the vacancies can be
filled before his proposed visit.

Past appointment processes suggest
that filling the vacancies could take
around six months, from the call for

applications to the final selection. The
government itself has no clear
answer on when Duhaime will be
allowed to visit Nepal.

“We believe his visit would be
effective after the appointments in the
commissions,” Ramji Danai, chief of
the Human Rights Division at the
Prime Minister’s Office, told the Post.
Danai, however, could not provide a
specific timeline for the visit.

The latest uncertainty is part of a
longer pattern of Nepal delaying
access to UN human rights experts.
Along with the special rapporteur on
truth, justice and reparation, UN
experts and working groups on
enforced or involuntary disappearanc-
es and extrajudicial, summary or arbi-
trary executions have repeatedly
sought to visit Nepal, with some
requests dating back to 2019.

After keeping such requests on hold
for years, the government agreed last
year to a visit only by Duhaime.

The government’s non-committal
position in the special rapporteur’s
visit comes as Nepal seeks a third
term on the UN Human Rights
Council, with elections scheduled for
October. The special rapporteur is a
part of the council’s special proce-
dures, through which independent
experts are mandated to report and
advise on human rights issues.

Human rights experts see a paradox
in Nepal seeking a third term on the
council while remaining non-commit-
tal about a visit by one of the council’s
independent human rights experts.

>> Continued on page 2

Arghakhanchi to issue
hunting licences to curb

wild boar,

deer menace
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A farmer shows a maize crop raided by wild boars in Arghakhanchi district.

O BIRENDRA KC
ARGHAKHANCHI, AUG 22

The Division Forest Office in
Arghakhanchi is all set to issue licenc-
es to hunt wild boars, barking deer,
and spotted deer. The decision follows
a surge in grievances from farmers
who suffer heavy crop losses due to
the wild animals.

The forest office has invited applica-
tions from interested Nepali citizens
for hunting licences in a bid to control
the menace.

The office decided to issue hunting
permissions after farmers across var-
ious areas in five local units of
Arghakhanchi, a hill district of
Lumbini Province, grew frustrated by
persistent crop destruction by wild
boars, deer and other animals.

On Friday, the forest office issued a
public notice asking individuals will-

ing to hunt wild boars, barking deer,
and spotted deer using arms permit-
ted by law to apply by August 26.

According to Senior Divisional
Forest Officer Narayan Dev Bhattarai,
the call aims to minimise damage to
major crops. The notice specifies
that applicants must submit a copy
of their Nepali citizenship certificate,
a valid licence for their firearm,
and other documents required by law.

The forest office stated that licences
will be issued under Rule 9 (1),
Schedule 1 of the National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Rules, 1973, and
Section 11 of the National Parks and
Wildlife Conservation Act, 1973.

“As crop destruction has reached a
point where farmers are being dis-
placed from their villages, the goal is
to protect food crops and support
farmers,” said Bhattarai.

>> Continued on page 2
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In Rautahat, paying a pending fine gets
you counted as an ‘arrested fugitive’

Police collected court fines at convenient locations before reporting them as arrests,
allegedly to boost performance figures, while court officials and legal experts question the practice.

>> Continued from page 1

“The police say they arrested people
who had been fined, but they collect
the money from them and deposit it
with the court. That is how things are
being done now.”

None of the six who had only been
fined was actually arrested or brought
before the court that day. Police had
simply collected the fines and deposit-
ed the money with the court.

Under the law, people sentenced to
prison or fined by a court who remain
on the fugitive list must be taken into
police custody and formally presented
before the district court. The court’s
registrar then oversees the next step,
payment of the fine or imprisonment,
a process known as clearing the out-
standing court record.

Instead, according to people who
paid fines and officials familiar with
the practice, police obtain lists of
names and family details of people
with outstanding court penalties,
track them down at a market, shop, or
roadside location, collect the fine,
and later report the transaction as a
fugitive arrest.

A police constable involved in
enforcing court verdicts confirmed
the practice. “We are instructed to do
it that way by the district,” he said.
“We take the money to the court and
later give the concerned person the
receipt showing that the outstanding
record has been cleared.”

Money collected from multiple peo-
ple is pooled and deposited with the
court along with an official letter,
allowing the outstanding records to be
cleared, without the accused ever
appearing before a court and without
police completing the formal arrest
process, according to court officials
and legal experts.

The August 11 list said Puja Parajuli
of Chandrapur-4 was arrested in a
dishonoured-cheque case; a court had
fined her Rs1,000. Parajuli said police
simply came to her shop, collected the
fine, and gave her a receipt.

“They never arrested me. I later
learned that the police had reported
my arrest,” she said. She had also paid
a separate Rs1,500 fine in another
cheque case on June 2.

Laxmi Ghimire of Chandrapur-4
paid a Rs500 fine on behalf of her
brother, Bibek Ghimire, who had been
placed on the fugitive list after failing
to pay a court-ordered fine in a dishon-
oured-cheque case. Bibek had been liv-
ing in India for several years and was
not in Rautahat—a fact confirmed by
Rabi Rana Magar, chairman of
Chandrapur-4. Police nonetheless
issued a statement on June 2 listing
Bibek among 26 fugitives they had
arrested. Laxmi said she had yet to
receive a court receipt for the payment.

“My brother was not arrested. He
has been in India for a long time,” she

said. Rana Magar objected to the prac-
tice more broadly: “You cannot collect
a fine from people and then publicly
humiliate them by saying they were
arrested as a fugitive. I am ready to go
wherever necessary to raise my voice
against this.”

A businessman fined Rs2,000 in a
separate dishonoured-cheque case
said he paid the amount in cash to a
police team at a cafe in
Chandranigahpur Chowk on June 2,
another case reported as an arrest.

|_District police office
reported more than
400 fugitive arrests
in the last fiscal year.

_

Kantipur found that most people on
the police lists of “fugitives arrested”
were  defendants in  dishon-
oured-cheque cases. According to the
Gaur District Police Office, 188 people
were placed on the fugitive list last
fiscal year after being fined in such
cases, and police collected Rs205,920
from them. The district police office
separately reported more than 400
fugitive arrests over the same period.

Court sources say that where the
people on those lists had only been
fined—not sentenced to prison—
police sent the court consolidated lists
of names and amounts collected,
clearing the outstanding records with-
out bringing anyone before the court.
Those sentenced to prison, by con-
trast, were generally presented before
the court.

Those fined say they became entan-
gled in these cases after their busi-
nesses ran into financial difficulty,
and that being publicly described as
arrested fugitives, even after paying,
has caused further humiliation.

After a court imposes a fine in an

POST PHOTO
According to the District Police Office, 188 people were placed on fugitive list last fiscal year.

ordinary case, the person has 75 days
to appeal to the High Court, court offi-
cials said. If no appeal is filed, the
court orders the fine recovered; if the
person still doesn’t pay, the court plac-
es them on its fugitive list and refers
them to police for arrest.

Keshar Nath Aryal, registrar of the
Rautahat District Court in Gaur, said
anyone arrested as a fugitive must be
presented before the court. “Once
someone has been declared a fugitive
and is arrested, they must be brought
before the court. Only then can they
pay the fine and be released,” he said.
He noted police can lawfully collect
outstanding fines from people at their
homes during the process of locating
them, provided the money is deposited
with the court and a receipt is issued.

District court judge Rajesh Kumar
Katuwal said fines should be paid at
the court itself: “Police cannot go from
house to house collecting money. The
concerned person also needs to verify
whether the amount due has been
deposited.” He added that anyone
fined and placed on the fugitive list
must still be brought before the court
if arrested.

Arjun Prasad Koirala, joint regis-
trar and spokesperson for the Supreme
Court, was direct: “The rule is that the
fine must be paid at the court.”

Former Nepal Police chief Keshab
Adhikari said officers are inflating
arrest figures to improve performance
scores and create a media impression
of active enforcement.

“Police cannot simply go to
someone’s home and collect a
court-imposed fine. Once a case has
been decided and a fine has been
imposed, the person should pay it at
the court,” he said.

“Publicising the arrest of people
facing ordinary allegations simply to
make it look as though the police have
done their job is not right.”

Lawyer Bipin Gautam went further,
calling the practice a legal violation
rather than a procedural lapse. “Going

to someone’s home to collect a fine and
then preparing false paperwork to
show an arrest is not merely a proce-
dural mistake. It is a serious violation
of the law,” he said. “It also violates
citizens’ fundamental rights.”

If police say someone has been
arrested but do not present that per-
son before a court, it needs to be inves-
tigated, Gautam argued. He said the
practice—police acting as both collec-
tor and enforcer, settling payments at
people’s homes—puts the integrity of
the judicial process itself at risk.

The provincial police office defend-
ed the approach as a convenience for
people who had missed fine deadlines.
Senior Superintendent Prabhu
Dhakal, spokesperson for the Madhesh
Provincial Police Office in Janakpur,
said there was nothing wrong with
officers collecting fines at people’s
homes once courts had declared them
fugitives.

“They know they have to pay the
fine. If they go to the court themselves
and pay it, there is no problem,” he
said. “But if they do not fulfil their
own obligation and the police provide
them with a facility, why should that
be viewed negatively? It is appropriate
to understand police collection of
fines at people’s homes as a service.”

Adhikari rejected that framing, say-
ing that collecting a fine and arresting
someone are two distinct legal pro-
cesses, and that police should not
count someone as a “fugitive arrest”
when court records show they were
never brought before the court and
only the fine was deposited.

Superintendent of Police Sitaram
Rijal, Rautahat police chief, acknowl-
edged that some people on the fugitive
list had fines of only Rs1,000 or Rs2,000
and that police had simply contacted
them and facilitated payment. He nev-
ertheless maintained that those on the
fugitive list were arrested and handed
over to the court.

Police officials say the number of
fugitives arrested and fines collected
are performance indicators Nepal
Police headquarters and provincial
offices use to evaluate district police
chiefs. District chiefs, wary that weak
figures could affect transfers or pro-
motions, are accused of inflating the
numbers by any means available—
with officers and senior officials alike
benefiting when a district reports
more arrests.

Critics of the practice say collecting
money from people who are easy to
reach has become a substitute for the
harder work of genuinely searching
for and locating fugitives. District
police offices routinely issue press
statements citing monthly arrest and
collection totals, which Gautam said
are designed to create a public impres-
sion that police are actively enforcing
court verdicts.

Nepal seeks UN rights
council seat even as rapporteur

visit remains n limbo

=
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People protest at Maitighar, Kathmandu demanding justice for conlifct-era victims recently.
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Gauri Pradhan, a former member
of the National Human Rights
Commission, said a democratic coun-
try should be receptive to scrutiny
from UN human rights experts.
“Keeping a UN special rapporteur
waiting does not reflect well on the
country that has already served on the
Human Rights Council twice and
aspires for the third consecutive
term,” he said.

Pradhan added there was no justifi-
cation for the powerful government to
delay appointments in the commis-
sions responsible for delivering jus-
tice to thousands of victims of the
1996-2006 insurgency.

“If the lack of office-bearers in the
transitional justice commissions is
the only reason for delaying the visit,
what is stopping the government from
making the appointments in time?” he
said.

Under the Enforced Disappearances
Enquiry, Truth and Reconciliation
Commission Act, a five-member rec-
ommendation committee headed by a
retired chief justice recommends 10
office-bearers—five for each of the
two commissions. The law, as well as
several Supreme Court rulings,
requires the committee to consult a
range of stakeholders before making
its recommendations to the govern-
ment. The process is therefore
time-consuming.

While the government has already
appointed, or begun the process of
appointing, officials to many of the
positions it vacated in May, it has
made little progress towards filling
the vacancies in the two transitional
justice commissions.

Law Minister Sobita Gautam said
her ministry has completed the pre-
paratory work for forming the search
committee to select office-bearers of
the transitional justice commissions

and forwarded the names to the Office
of the Prime Minister and Council of
Ministers.

“The work that needed to be done by
the ministry has been completed and
sent to the Office of the Prime
Minister and Council of Ministers,”
Gautam told the Post. “The remaining
work now needs to be carried out by
the Prime Minister’s Office.”

|_Government has made
little progress towards
filling vacancies in the
two T) commissions.

_|

The ministry has prepared a list of
nominees for the chairperson and
members of the search committee and
sent it to the PMO. Once the Cabinet
approves the names, the legal process
for forming a recommendation com-
mittee led by a former chief justice
can move ahead.

Appearing before the Law, Justice
and Human Rights Committee on May
25, Gautam had said political-level dia-
logue, coordination and consultations
were continuing and that the govern-
ment was regularly engaging with
stakeholders to restart the transition-
al justice process.

Nearly three months have passed
since that commitment but the pro-
cess has yet to move beyond the pre-
paratory stage.

Asked about the way forward,
Duhaime said, “It is expected that fur-
ther dialogue will take place during
the coming session of the Human
Rights Council, in September 2026.”

Gautam, meanwhile, declined to
comment about Duhaime’s potential
visit.

PRESS RELEASE

intervention.

integrity of Nepal’s foreign employment

\_ General Secretary

Hira Bahadur Dangi (Hari), ‘

Nepal Association of Foreign Employment Agencies (NAFEA) strongly calls upon the
Government of Nepal, Ministry of Youth, Labour and Employment, Department of Foreign
Employment, Embassy of Nepal in Malaysia, Embassy of Malaysia in Nepal, and the concerned
Malaysian authorities to immediately intervene in the ongoing concerns surrounding the
recruitment of Nepali workers through Malaysia’s Foreign Worker Centralized Management
System (FWCMS). NAFEA firmly believes that the bilateral labour understanding, established
diplomatic practices, and principles of fair competition must be fully respected to ensure a
transparent, non-discriminatory and worker-friendly recruitment process. While approximately
1,200 recruitment agencies and institutions are legally licensed to conduct foreign employment
business in Nepal, serious concerns have arisen regarding the reported restriction of access to
the FWCMS system to 25 selected agencies, while other legally licensed agencies have allegedly
been excluded. NAFEA seeks an immediate and transparent clarification from the concerned
authorities regarding the legal basis, eligibility criteria, selection process and authority under
which these 25 agencies were granted access. Any system that provides selective or preferential
access without a clear, transparent and uniformly applicable basis risks undermining fair
competition and the credibility of the Nepal-Malaysia foreign employment mechanism.

President

65 structures encroaching on ponds cleared in Janakpur

Dik Bahadur Khatri (Kumar),

In view of these concerns, the Association’s emergency meeting held on 2083/05/06 B.S. has
decided to suspend, from NAFEA membership, all 25 institutions currently reported to be included
in the FWCMS system, pending satisfactory clarification. This suspension is an internal
institutional measure of the Association and does not mean, nor does it purport to mean,
suspension or restriction of any agency from the FWCMS system itself. The concerned
institutions have been directed to submit, within three days, a clear written explanation supported
by relevant facts, evidence and documents stating how, on what basis, and through whose
initiative, recommendation or coordination they obtained inclusion in the FWCMS system. They
are also required to clarify whether any agreement, financial transaction, commission, service fee,
benefit, facility or other consideration was involved in the process. NAFEA emphasizes that these
guestions are being raised in the interest of transparency, accountability and fair competition and
shall not be construed as a finding of wrongdoing against any individual or institution unless
established by competent authorities. If satisfactory clarification is not received within the
stipulated period, the Association will take the strictest institutional action available under its
statute, code of conduct and applicable law, irrespective of pressure, influence or external

NAFEA further calls for an impartial and competent investigation into any alleged preferential
arrangement, coordinated activity or attempt to create a monopoly or syndicate-like control over
access to foreign employment opportunities in Malaysia. If necessary, the Association will
formally submit relevant information, documents and evidence to the Ministry of Youth, Labour
and Employment, Department of Foreign Employment, concerned Government authorities,
Embassy of Nepal in Malaysia, Embassy of Malaysia in Nepal, relevant Malaysian authorities,
Department of Money Laundering Investigation, Commission for Investigation of Abuse of
Authority, Nepal Police and other competent investigative bodies, requesting appropriate inquiry
and action within their respective jurisdictions. Foreign employment is a national economic sector
and cannot be allowed to operate for the exclusive benefit of any individual, group or limited
number of agencies through selective access, preferential treatment or anti-competitive
practices. NAFEA therefore makes it unequivocally clear that it will neither remain silent nor act as
a bystander where the principles of equal opportunity, fair competition, institutional integrity and
the legitimate interests of legally licensed recruitment agencies are at stake. The Association
stands firmly against any form of monopoly, syndication or discriminatory recruitment practice
and is prepared to take all lawful and decisive institutional measures necessary to protect the
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O AJIT TIWARI
JANAKPUR, AUG 22

Local authorities on Saturday deployed heavy
machinery and a large security contingent to
remove 65 houses and temporary structures
encroaching upon historic ponds across Janakpur.
The clearance drive, led by a committee formed
under the Guthi Sansthan, began early Saturday
after an eviction notice issued to occupants
expired. Prem Prasad Luitel, chief district officer
of Dhanusha, said illegally occupied land around
seven sacred ponds was reclaimed during the day-
long operation. Among the structures demolished
were a five-storey building, three commercial
shanties and hotels, as well as permanent con-
crete houses and temporary huts built along pond
embankments. The targeted water bodies include
Dashrath Talau, Angraj Sar, Ratnasagar Pokhari,

Murali Sar, Dirghika Sar and Goddai Pokhari.
Authorities had previously surveyed and demar-
cated the boundaries of the ponds to prepare for
the clearance drive. According to Janak Pokharel,
member-secretary of the Guthi Land Protection
and Encroachment Removal Implementation
Committee, Saturday’s demolition marked the
first phase of a broader campaign to reclaim pub-
lic and religious land in Janakpur. “We will sys-
tematically demolish encroached structures built
around 49 ponds across Janakpur,” Pokharel said.
“All ponds in the city will be cleared of encroach-
ment in due course.”

He said survey and demarcation work for the
remaining ponds was underway. The committee
issued a 35-day public notice on July 17, asking
occupants to voluntarily vacate the encroached
land. After residents failed to comply, authorities
broadcast warnings through loudspeakers across

Janakpur on Friday before deploying bulldozers
the following morning. The committee’s action
plan is divided into phases. Restoration of ponds
is the first priority, followed by the uplift of tem-
ple premises and the management of other
encroached Guthi lands that are the property
held by religious trusts. The clearance drive
draws primarily on a report submitted in 2005 by
a task force led by Bhojraj Ghimire, which iden-
tified extensive encroachment of Guthi proper-
ties in Janakpur.Janakpur’s ponds are central to
the city’s religious and cultural identity, with
many serving as sites for religious rituals and
festivals. Prime Minister Balendra Shah has also
repeatedly expressed concern over the degrada-
tion of cultural heritage in Janakpur. During a
public address in January, he reiterated his gov-
ernment’s commitment to restoring the historic
city’s religious sites.

Arghakhanchi mvites gun licence holders to
apply to hunt amimals troubling farmers

>> Continued from page 1

Although hunting of barking deer and spotted
deer is permitted under the rules, priority will be
given to Kkilling wild boars based on complaints
raised by farmers. Once the application deadline
passes, hunting permits will be granted follow-
ing discussions within the District Security
Committee, headed by the Chief District Officer.

“Hunters will be allowed to cull wild boars
whether in farmlands or in the forest. Hearing
gunfire will not only scare wild boars but also
drive away monkeys, which will help protect
crops,” said Bhattarai.

Individuals receiving permission from the for-
est office will be allowed to hunt for a maximum
of 10 days. Due to peace and security considera-
tions, hunters will be deployed under strict condi-
tions specifying designated areas, timeframes,
and terms. Bhattarai emphasised that the prima-
ry objective is to safeguard agricultural output by
controlling the soaring population of wild boars.

“Entire villages face the risk of desertion due
to wild animals. To protect crops and support
farmers, we have adopted this legal mechanism,”
said Bhattarai. He added that legal provisions
allow hunters to consume the meat of the wild
boars they Kill.

Keshar Khadka, information officer at the
Division Forest Office, noted that sub-division

offices identified 22 high-risk locations in the
district where wild boars cause severe damage.
Hunting permissions will be granted specifically
for these affected areas. According to Khadka,
the hardest-hit areas include six locations in
Sitganga Municipality, three in Panini Rural
Municipality, and several sites across
Sandhikharka Municipality, Chhatradev Rural
Municipality, and Malarani Rural Municipality.

Only individuals holding valid firearm licenc-
es will be eligible to hunt. Khadka explained that
decisions regarding how many hunters will be
deployed and in which specific areas will be
finalised during the licence distribution process.

“Under current provisions, a single person can
hunt a maximum of two wild boars in a year.
Applicants must pay Rs7,000 for the licence and
an additional revenue fee of Rs5,000 to the gov-
ernment for each wild boar killed,” said Khadka.
Selected hunters will be dispatched to designated
forest areas under strict terms regarding territo-
ry, duration, and timing after technical assess-
ments of submitted applications.

In Arghakhanchi, wild animals such as wild
boars, monkeys, barking deer, and spotted deer
cause year-round damage to food grains, vegeta-
bles, spices, and fruit crops. While monkeys raid
maize fields during the day, wild boars cause
havoc at night.

“In our village, wild animals destroying crops
now outnumber humans,” said Pitambar Khanal,
a farmer from Balkot. “An individual cannot
chase away troops of monkeys or herds of wild
boars alone. They do not just destroy farms; they
enter homes, wreck cooked meals, and ruin
clothes.” Khanal added that farming has become
nearly impossible as crops cannot be protected.

However, the authority’s plan to control wild-
life menace by issuing hunting licences may hit a
snag with the very limited licensed firearms in
the district. According to Chief District Officer
Toya Narayan Subedi, only four people in
Arghakhanchi currently hold valid firearm
licences. Since hunters from outside the district
may also apply, the forest office will make deci-
sions based on applications received within the
deadline. “There is no legal provision to issue
new firearm licences. We will proceed with fur-
ther discussions on hunting permits based on
how many applications we receive from existing
licence holders,” said Subedi.

Monkey menace on farms is also unchecked in
Arghakhanchi. To mitigate wildlife intrusion,
the Division Forest Office deployed 26 monkey
watchmen in Sitganga Municipality this year,
funded by community forest user groups operat-
ing under conservation frameworks. There were
20 monkey watchers last year.
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Nepal wants no Caesar

Democracy will be measured by creating stronger
institutions, not by relying on a Caesar to save the country.

SAMAR SJB RANA

In 1937, The Modern Review (India)
published an article titled The
Rashtrapati written under the pseu-
donym Chanakya. It was written
against the backdrop of rising
strongmen in European states—
Hitler in Germany, Stalin in Russia,
and Mussolini in Italy. Chanakya is
critical of Jawaharlal Nehru, whose
popularity was rising among the
Indian populace and the cadres of
the Indian National Congress. The
article was an early warning
against the hero-worship of politi-
cians and about how such behav-
iour from the citizenry, seeking a
saviour, could jeopardise democra-
cy. Chanakya recognises this peril
and writes, “Therein lies the dan-
ger for Jawaharlal and for India.”
A new democracy like Nepal
could also succumb to such a threat
when personality cults are wel-
comed with adulation while dissent
against deified political leaders is
met with severe derision and cyber-
bullying. In a democracy, when citi-
zens seek salvation from only one

individual, it could undermine the
distribution of power among public
authorities.

In the aftermath of the Gen Z
uprising of September, the Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) secured a
near two-thirds majority in March’s
snap polls, instating Balendra
‘Balen’ Shah. The protests voiced a
rejection of the older political par-
ties, given their repeated failures to
deliver, poor governance, Syco-
phancy, economic stagnation, and
corruption. The election slogan, Ab
ki bar Balen sarkar and the RSP
campaign were somewhat fixated on
Balen’s popularity and on placing
him in the prime minister’s chair.

Despite receiving an overwhelm-
ing mandate, the incumbent’s
modus operandi has been called
into question in terms of parlia-
mentary processes, issuing ordi-
nances, dealing with a constitution-
al body and at the diplomatic level.

Recently, the prime minister’s
advisors summoned the chief and
officials from the Commission for
the Investigation of Abuse of
Authority (CIAA) and rebuked
them over delays in an investiga-
tion, showcasing an overreach
while undermining the independ-
ence of constitutional bodies. The
operating style is further plagued
by provocative statements. For
instance, during his speech at the
RSP general convention, he men-
tioned, “If required, we will consult
with the CIAA not just for five
hours but for five years.” The ad
hoc behaviours of walking out of
the parliament mid-session and rep-
rimanding the head of a constitu-
tional body do not bode well for a
young democracy.

In a democracy, leaders matter,
but lasting institutions matter
more. Benjamin Jones and
Benjamin Olken, in their paper, ‘Do
Leaders Matter? National
Leadership and Growth since
WWII', investigate whether leaders
have an impact on the growth of the
country. The article concludes that
institutions play a bigger role than
an individual leader in a democra-
cy. It is not that countries like Nepal

do not require strong leadership.
But more than good leaders, they
need strong institutions and
branches of government that can
maintain checks and balances
against any form of executive over-
reach.

However, the graver threat to
democracy emerges from the citi-
zenry’s inability to question their
leader, yielding to personality cults.
When citizens turn leaders into
messiahs, supporters struggle to
hold their leaders accountable. The
idea of not questioning the incum-
bent was evident from the RSP’s
election campaign—‘Chup Chap
Ghanti Chaap’ (quietly stamp the
bell)—or the prime minister’s social
media post that said dukkha hunus
(rest assured). It is a telling sign
when leaders encourage the public
not to think critically or speak free-
ly in a democracy, but to mechani-
cally believe that the government is
doing good work for the people.
Advocating such a practice will be
the death of a thoughtful Nepal.
Dissent and questioning leaders are
fundamental tenets in a democracy.

The single greatest blessing that
emerged from the Gen Z movement
is not that RSP now commands a
majority in the House of
Representatives. Instead, it is that
the movement inspired the coun-
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try’s youth to embrace their civic
duty and actively participate in the
democratic process.

The democratic process does not
cease after voting. It is a continuous
practice of seeking transparency,
holding leaders accountable and
asking questions from the very first
day after a new government
assumes power. When someone
questions or criticises the Shah
administration, it doesn’t necessar-
ily mean they are loyal to the three
legacy parties or are against the
country’s development.

The pseudonym Chanakya was
used by none other than Jawaharlal
Nehru, who had been the president
of the Indian National Congress for
two consecutive terms. Nehru's
self-deprecating article warns the
citizens and writes, “What if the
fancy turns? Men like Jawaharlal,
with all their capacity for great and
good work, are unsafe in democracy.
He calls himself a democrat and a
socialist, and no doubt he does so in
all earnestness, but every psycholo-
gist knows that the mind is ulti-
mately a slave to the heart and logic
can always be made to fit in with
the desires and irrepressible urges
of a person. A little twist and
Jawaharlal might turn a dictator,
sweeping aside the paraphernalia
of a slow-moving democracy.”

The fallacy of hero-worship is the
belief that a single leader will pro-
vide Nepal with its elixir for devel-
opment. Leaders require loyalty
from their supporters. However,
both leaders and supporters need to
draw a line between loyalty and
sycophancy. The onus is on the citi-
zens and party loyalists not to sur-
render themselves to a messiah.
Nehru ends the article with, “We
want no Caesars.” It is a warning to
a democracy not to fall under the
spell of a popular leader. Democracy
in Nepal will be measured by the
creation of stronger institutions,
not by relying on a Nepali Caesar to
save the country.

Rana holds a Master of Arts in Law
and Diplomacy (MALD) from the
Fletcher School at Tufts University.
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One year of visceral adrenaline rush

Ayear after the dizziness of freedom, Nepal is still deciding whether it got a revolution or a very expensive tantrum.

JANAK RAJ BHATTA

In 1859, while Jung Bahadur Rana
was busy counting the loot his sol-
diers had usurped from Lucknow
after helping the British crush the
Sepoy Mutiny, Charles Dickens had
published a novel about a revolution
that devoured everything around it,
including itself. “It was the best of
times, it was the worst of times,” it
began, describing an aristocracy so
deaf to hunger that a nobleman could
run over a child with his carriage and
pay him a coin. Paris burned for this.
A year since Kathmandu was aflame,
that line describes us better than any-
thing written since.

One clear anxiety-pumping point
is: is our version of urban spring at
risk of devouring itself? We are free,
wow, hurray, but now we have to make
choices, and difficult ones.

Nepal’s deadliest unrest since the
fall of the monarchy broke out in the
second week of September. A govern-
ment committee later put the toll at 77
dead and physical losses at Rs84.45
billion, nearly $586 million. The
Parliament was torched to the
ground, the Supreme Court was
uprooted, and close to 934,000 case
files a year in the making were burnt.
Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli
resigned and left under army guard.
Sushila Karki, a former chief justice,
became Nepal’s first woman prime
minister with a widely publicised
Discord voting, albeit interim, keep-
ing the country together until an elec-
tion almost no one believed would
take place on time.

It did. On March 5, the Rastriya
Swatantra Party, spearheaded by for-
mer Kathmandu mayor Balendra
Shah, created a political tsunami,
winning 182 of 275 seats. Three weeks
later, at an astrologically chosen min-
ute, Nepal’s youngest prime minister
took his oath.

The government looked quite on
track; the old elites of political thea-
tre were gone. Poof! Dream come
true, right? The Westerners would
call it a glorious moment in 10-11,000
generations of Homo Sapiens.

As we scroll through never-ending
reels and shorts from the Parliament,
this is the part of the story we enjoy

telling. The harder part is what it did
to us in between and what it is doing
to us now.

For years, the most honest ambition
available to a young Nepali was to
leave, run. My own research in labour
migration found that people don’t
cross borders for wages alone; they
leave because home has stopped pro-
viding a sense of future, status, mobil-
ity and a feeling of being someone.
Gen Z-ers briefly reversed that arrow.
For a few weeks, ‘Desh ta banaunu
parchha,” (we have to build this nation)
sounded less like a slogan than a blue-
print. That confused, half-formed urge
to stay and build rather than queue for
a visa might be the one entirely good
thing to come out of last year.

The rest gets a little tricky. The
movement was very clear about what
it hated—corruption, nepotism, cen-
sorship; much less about what should
take their place. Some wanted the
constitution to be enforced. Some
wanted an executive directly elected.
Some were for the king. Orwell had
warned that political language is
designed to make lies sound truthful;
Nepal’s problem was closer to the
opposite, a language honest about its
rage and thin on its plan. Camus
penned a name for that kind of revolt:
the rebel who says no without saying
what he is saying yes to. Nepal in
September was a magnificent ‘no’,
still awaiting its ‘yes’.

The institutional cost was not
abstract. Nepal’s National Human
Rights Commission, in a report sub-
mitted this May, termed the
September 9 arson an act of organ-
ised crime and named the then prime
minister, home minister and informa-
tion minister as violators. The
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Supreme Court is still authenticating
recovered files by hand. A movement
demanding accountability from insti-
tutions ended up needing a fire bri-
gade for the one meant to deliver it.
Kafka spent a career describing
bureaucracies that quietly devour the
people trying to reform them; Nepal
spent a September finding what hap-
pens when you skip the bureaucracy
and go straight to the fire.

Which brings us to the test every-
one predicted, and nobody wanted:
can the swag survive the over-inflated
expectations? So how are known
knowns, known unknowns, and
unknown unknowns looking with
almost five months in with a ‘cool’
government?

First, the unglamorous cleavage.
The government sacked 1,594 politi-
cal appointees from 110 bodies in a
single sweep, only to face its own
nepotism complaints when a minister
was recalled over his wife’s appoint-
ment to a health board. Riverside
squatters were cleared with little
rehabilitation behind. Fuel shocks
and local strain brought gas queues
and price hikes to a private sector
still nursing unrest-related losses;
investment decisions remain frozen,
by the government’s own admission.

The PM was immature even by the
standards of sympathetic accounts—
walking out of Parliament mid-policy
address, sending a colleague to field
questions he owed the House himself,
and keeping foreign envoys at arm’s
length for months. Religious intoler-
ance, dormant for years, has resur-
faced in the Tarai; a reminder that old
fault lines never closed.

Now for the fairer forte. This is still
a government elected, not installed; a

real change from the sluggish, vague-
ly aristocratic manner of potbellied
leaders it replaced. The man at the
helm has not had any serious corrup-
tion charge stick, and is trying to get
the old-style production going. After
the walkout, attendance was steadier,
and a pledge was made to reply direct-
ly to the House. The diplomatic freeze
melted into a balanced round of meet-
ings with India, China and the US,
treating old partners as equals, rather
than choices. The swagger that the
old guard sneered at is still a genuine
relief for many young Nepalis, proof
that power need not look bored with
those it serves. That faith howls at
every gas line, every question dis-
missed, but it remains unshaken. Yet,
visibly, people want to believe, with
never-ending exercise of hope.

The best part this year can take
solo credit for is making a younger
generation hopeful. We can simply
choose to believe that we have passed
that Sophistrian illusion to India as
well; an exporting nation at last—yay!

There is a contested story about F
Scott Fitzgerald and The Great
Gatsby: that he saw the cover art, a
pair of haunting eyes over a fair-
ground, before the novel was finished
and wrote passages to make the book
earn the cover it already had. Nepal’s
new politics does the trick in reverse.
First came the look, then the sneak-
ers, then the memes, then a country
that finally got its own joke and now
awalits to see whether Balen’s govern-
ment will deserve that image and not
just look like it.

Whether it can be the only question
will matter in a year. Dickens closed
his novel on a scaffold, with a curi-
ous, dogged hope that something bet-
ter was rising from the ashes of Paris.
Nepal doesn’t need a scaffold. It needs
its politicians, old and new, to remem-
ber that the people who put them
there are still betting on hope and a
shared future. That’s a good bet. It’s
not going to last forever.

And yet, what a year these five
months have been! Maybe if Jung
Bahadur Rana were literate and alive,
he would agree with Dickens,
wouldn’t he? Revolutions can truly
devour themselves from within. Since
we are on a roll, I would call it a
‘freevolution.’ Hope I am right, unlike
in old times.

Bhatta is a social behaviour change
communication professional and a
culture/literature student.

Substance over symbolism

Do we see cooperation with China as a long-term strategy or a saviour only in emergencies?

RUPAK SAPKOTA

As Nepal and China mark the 71st
anniversary of their diplomatic rela-
tions, both nations have the opportu-
nity to move beyond ceremonial com-
memorations and confront the hard
realities that have left Kathmandu
struggling to transform its geographi-
cal proximity to Beijing into tangible
economic prosperity. This relation-
ship, which reflects a civilisational
grandeur, is increasingly tested by the
complex nature of modern geopoli-
tics, implementation failures and
institutional frailties. This milestone
therefore invites us not just to cele-
brate but, more importantly, to reflect,
to assess, and to envision the future of
our bilateral ties.

Civilisational dialogues

The Nepal-China relationship predates
the very concept of nation-states. In the
5th century, the Nepali monk
Buddhabhadra crossed the Himalayas
to translate Buddhist scriptures in
China. In the 7th century, Princess
Bhrikuti carried Nepali civilisation to
Tibet, where her influence on
Buddhism remains legendary. Later; in
the 13th century, the master architect
Araniko made a lasting impression on
Chinese art and architecture. His
designs endure today as symbols of our
shared creative heritage.

Far more than diplomatic missions,
these were acts of civilisational dia-
logue, exchanges of knowledge, faith
and artistic interactions that bound
our peoples across the trans-Himala-
yan expanse long Dbefore the
Westphalian system existed.
Connected by the enduring legacies of
two great philosophers, Gautama
Buddha and Confucius, Nepal and
China have maintained deep mutual
respect for centuries. This is the lega-
cy we have inherited.

The strategic shift

In 2019, Nepal-China relations took a
decisive turn when the two countries
agreed to elevate their ties to a for-
ward-looking ‘strategic partnership’
under the Belt and Road Initiative,
with the shared ambition of trans-
forming Nepal from a landlocked
country into a land-linked one. Since
then, economic engagements have
grown significantly. Yet, economic
cooperation remains unbalanced, as

does our trade deficit. This asymmetry
in economic relations is not merely a
statistic but a structural vulnerability.
It is time to transform this asymmetry
into a more balanced proportion.

Modern bilateral security is deeply
intertwined with development and
connectivity. True security is not
merely defensive posturing at the bor-
der; it is the security of shared pros-
perity. Nepal-China relations have
already evolved beyond the narrow
confines of border stability and tradi-
tional security into a comprehensive
partnership that emphasises connec-
tivity, infrastructure and trade. The
best way to build strong borders is
based on mutual well-being, develop-
ment and trust.

The geopolitical tightrope
Nepal’s position between China and
India, two of the world’s fastest-grow-
ing economies with different political
and economic systems, has long
required a mature diplomatic balanc-
ing act. This approach demonstrates a
remarkable capability for strategic
restraint and autonomy. Yet such
efforts also face immense headwinds.

In an increasingly polarised world,
remaining non-aligned and neutral is
difficult. China, India and a renewed
US focus on this region. This evolving
strategic triad constantly tests our
political stability and institutional
capacity. Geopolitical rivalry is com-
plicating our connectivity projects,
disrupting trade routes and casting a
shadow over investment flows. As a
result, international economic cooper-
ation is faltering, national develop-
ment strategies are getting under-
mined, and political instability is
looming.

Our internal problems are far more
significant than our external ones.
After navigating through numerous

AI'GENERATED
challenges, Nepal’s political landscape
has achieved a measure of stability,
setting the stage for an era of econom-
ic transformation. Nepal was expected
to make a quantum leap. Political sta-
bility is widely seen as the bedrock for
prosperity, but it has also failed to
unlock and expand economic opportu-
nities. Instead, corruption, crony capi-
talism and rent-seeking have often
prevailed, weakening the very politi-
cal stability we achieved. This cycle
has created deeper distrust, especially
among the youth. When genuine eco-
nomic avenues are lacking, even a
strong political foundation begins to
crumble. This raises an unavoidable
question: why has Nepal not been able
to harness the dynamism of China
and India?

China certainly has implementa-
tion challenges. But a more critical
question is whether Nepal itself has
been able to effectively implement the
agreements it has signed with China
over the past decade. Have we
remained stuck in political arrange-
ments and institutional shortcomings
that delay or hinder execution? Do we
view cooperation with China through
a parallel structural lens grounded in
long-term strategic thinking, or see
Beijing as a saviour only in moments
of emergency? Are our perceptions
shaped more by emotion than by
rational assessment?

Beyond bilateral

The regional picture is equally frus-
trating. The huge disparity in popula-
tion, geography and economic size
among India, China and Nepal has
long made genuine trilateral coopera-
tion elusive. As the smallest partner,
Nepal constantly navigates vast dis-
parities in power and capacity. This
structural imbalance often limits the
scope for balanced three-way initia-

tives and puts pressure on Nepal’s
ability to pursue independent econom-
ic and strategic choices.

Shifts in the global order might
bring China and India closer. But the
reality on the ground remains more
complex. Persistent geopolitical ten-
sions and big strategic differences
continue to create a difficult, some-
times adversarial environment for
their shared neighbourhood.
Frameworks like the Bangladesh-
China-India-Myanmar (BCIM) corri-
dor and various trilateral dialogues
remain largely aspirational. They gen-
erate headlines but rarely produce
tangible outcomes. While economic
logic is recognised, it simply fails to
translate into sustained cooperation.

What comes next?

Looking ahead, the trajectory of
Nepal-China relations will be shaped
by the broader strategic competition
between China and the United States,
as well as by India’s enduring influ-
ence in the region. Nepal’s foreign
policy has always been guided by
national interest, not ideology or any
particular value system. Our strategic
calculus is based on avoiding any
alignment, including multi-alignment.
Instead, we need to practice a mul-
ti-engagement approach to maximise
benefits, while maintaining our non-
aligned credentials.

After years of constructive dialogue
and careful consideration, we have a
clear national consensus: to actively
promote and deepen our economic
cooperation within the framework of
building the high-quality Belt and
Road. In this context, economic and
infrastructure diplomacy will contin-
ue to be central to our bilateral ties.
However, we need new horizons too.
Technological advancement and artifi-
cial intelligence are emerging areas
where Nepal can access affordable
new technologies and new products
from China to enhance its develop-
ment capacity and help address the
difficulties holding back our progress.

We have history. We have geography.
What we lack is the institutional disci-
pline and strategic clarity to turn
proximity into prosperity. Unless we
address our domestic shortcomings
first, neither our deep historical ties
nor modern partnership will secure
the future that we deserve. The
Himalayas have connected us for cen-
turies. It is time to build bridges wor-
thy of the landscape itself.

Sapkota served as foreign affairs

advisor to the Prime Minister of Nepal
from October 2023 to July 2024.
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In Panchthar, the century-old
tradition of ‘harguhar’ lives on

Amid repeated floods and landslides, residents are rediscovering the
strength of collective action to keep their district connected.
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Residents of Phalelung-4 in Panchthar repair a damaged road recently.

O LAXMI GAUTAM
PANCHTHAR, AUG 22

Villagers would gather at one place
carrying hoes, spades, picks and shov-
els. Whether they had to build a track
or a phadke, a makeshift footbridge,
village chieftains would send word
from house to house. And villagers
would turn up for ‘harguhar’. There
were no mobile phones to call people.

Nearly a century later, the practice
remains alive in Panchthar, a hill dis-
trict of Koshi Province. The world has
changed, and so have the tools and
equipment, but the tradition of joining
hands to rebuild public infrastructure
mainly during disasters survives.

Gangaram Bhattarai, aged 96, of
Phidim Municipality-1 still remembers
those days. The Jimmawals, Tharis and
Subbas (the village leaders) would send
messengers from house to house. And
on the given day, villagers would
arrive carrying hoes, spades, picks and
shovels.

“Timber and bamboo were laid
across big rivers and torrents to make
phadke,” Bhattarai told the Post recent-
ly. “Whether it was to make a path for
people or build a public structure, vil-
lagers worked together.”

Bhattarai said overseas employment
was virtually unknown then. Those
who left home for work generally went
to India. Most households had young
men, and one man from each household
would join the harguhar. Women main-
ly prepared food and distributed it. If
someone could not attend, another per-
son was sent to their place.

People also mobilised collective
labour to reconstruct school buildings
damaged by the major earthquakes of
1934 and 1988. Before the major festivals
of Dashain and Tihar, footpaths and
horse trails would be cleared, damaged
tracks would be repaired, and public
resting shelters, stone taps, and water
springs would be restored.

Local residents also contributed
labour to the construction of the Ilam-
Taplejung section of the Mechi
Highway, which links Jhapa with
Taplejung via Ilam and Panchthar
According to Bhattarai, the then village
panchayats were assigned different sec-
tions, or ‘blocks’, of the road. Villagers
worked in their respective areas to
clear the route and lay the road. “At that
time, people from each village
panchayat were assigned different
blocks and asked to build the road,”
said Bhattarai.

That system gradually weakened as
roads reached villages and machines
replaced manual labour. Excavators
reduced the need to spend hours dig-
ging with hoes and spades. Old foot-
paths and horse tracks fell into disuse,
and some suspension bridges were
neglected. Collective labour for devel-
opment also declined.

But the tradition did not disappear in
Panchthar.

Floods, landslides and other disas-
ters have repeatedly brought people
back together. Rather than wait for
government agencies, residents have
increasingly started clearing roads,
repairing crossings and restoring
access themselves. The old harguhar
has returned in a new form.

Panchthar’s difficult geography and
repeated water-induced disasters have
made such efforts particularly impor-

tant. The floods and landslides cut the
district’s main road links, including the
Mechi Highway, Mid-Hill Highway and
Tamor Corridor repeatedly.

In June 2023, floods destroyed the
Hewa bridge and a Bailey bridge on the
Tamor Corridor, severing road connec-
tions to Hilihang, Yangwarak and
Phalelung. Temporary crossings built
afterwards have themselves repeatedly
been washed away. In 2024, landslide
risks forced 60 households in
Yangwarak Rural Municipality-3 to
move to safer places. In 2025, repeated
flooding again damaged diversions and
roads in various sections.

On May 22 this year, a flood washed
away the diversion at Dobhane Khola
along the Mid-Hill Highway in
Yangwarak Rural Municipality-2, halt-
ing traffic. Residents formed a con-
struction committee and built a motor-
able wooden bridge. The work was led
by Narbahadur Gurung, ward member
of Yangwarak-1, with Tejendra Rai
coordinating the construction. Local
residents supplied labour and materi-
als, and the crossing was completed.

About 250 people from Yangwarak
wards 1 and 2 took part. They collected
timber themselves and raised money to
buy gabion wire and fuel for an excava-
tor. Traffic resumed on August 18 after
the bridge was completed.

|_These days, people’s
representatives use
Facebook to call for
volunteer labourers.

_

Local residents are also working to
restore the road at Phalam Khola on the
Mid-Hill Highway by installing a hume
pipe. Another road from Mewa Khola to
settlements including Chamlingdanda,
Biruwa and Perunge has been blocked
for about three months, and residents
have agreed to reopen it through
voluntary labour.

A similar scene unfolded this month
at Shivakhola along the Phidim-
Samdin-Mayalumod road connecting
Shiva, Lumphabungand Nawamidanda.
A flood on August 10 washed away a
culvert, bringing traffic to a halt.

Hundreds of locals from Phidim
Municipality-6 and Phalgunanda
Rural Municipality-1 joined the effort.
Ward chief of Phidim-6 Bipan Tumrok
and Phalgundnada-1 ward chairman
Hom Prasad Angdembe took initia-
tives for voluntary labour to resume
transportation there. Some cleared
mud, others carried stones and built
gabion walls. There was little distinc-
tion between elected representatives
and ordinary residents: everyone
worked towards the same goal of reo-
pening the road.

The people’s representatives used
Facebook to call for volunteers, and
residents arrived the following morn-
ing with household tools. About 100
people worked continuously for 12
hours and reopened the road. Transport
operators, drivers and senior commu-
nity members arranged snacks.
Teenagers, adults and people up to 70
years old joined, with women
making up about one-quarter of the
participants.
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Local residents at work to reopen a blocked road at Phalelung-7 in Panchthar recently.

According to Tumrok, hundreds of
vehicles and goods carriers were
stranded on either side of the stream
after the flood washed away the cul-
vert. Drivers were forced to remain on
the road, while the supply of food and
other essential goods was disrupted.
He said a prolonged closure could
have fuelled public anger and prevent-
ed patients from being taken to the
district headquarters for treatment.
Fearing that a delay would make the
problem harder to resolve, he appealed
for volunteers through his Facebook
account. By the following morning,
local residents had gathered at
Shivakhola with their own tools to
help reopen the road.

Phalelung has its own long record of
collective labour donation. A flood in
2023 washed away the motorable bridge
at Ghumaunetar. Residents worked for
two months to restore the road, joined
by people from neighbouring Phidim
and Hilihang. They raised money as
well as providing labour, and deposited
the funds in the rural municipality’s
disaster fund. Bir Bikram Thamsuhang,
chairman of Phalelung Rural
Municipality, said a strong culvert built
through that effort has carried traffic
and freight for three years.

Last week, a landslide blocked the
road from Khewatham stream in
Phalelung-4 towards Memeng-
Bardanda. The ward office called resi-
dents to clear it, and more than 100
people gathered each day According
to ward chair Santa Kumar Rai, infor-
mation was spread through social
media, local media, neighbourhood
organisations and people visiting the
ward office.

Residents worked for four days to
reopen the road. Women accounted for
around 20 percent of the volunteers. A
month earlier, residents had similarly
reopened the road to Thokpan Basic
School after a landslide blocked it.
“Voluntary labour should be spontane-
ous, selfless and free of party politics,”
said Jebi Chamling, who has taken part
in such work.

Suryakumar Tumrok, a local of
Phidim-7 who worked at Shivakhola,
said residents should see roads and
other public infrastructure near their
homes as a shared responsibility. “We
could ask the government to build the
road in front of our own homes, but the
habit of waiting for the government
and watching from the sidelines is
growing,” he said. “That is wrong.”

He argued that waiting for the state
can take time and costs public money.
Wherever possible, residents should
use their own labour to reopen roads
and repair public structures while
seeking government help for work
beyond their capacity.

Jaharman Tumrok, former ward
chief of Phidim-6, agrees. He said vol-
untary labour was not a substitute for
government efforts but a way of adding
citizens’ responsibility to public work.

Under the district’s wage rates, a
skilled worker earns Rs1,200 a day, a
semi-skilled worker Rs800 and an
unskilled worker Rs1,000. Yet people
who join such campaigns do not
demand wages. They bring tools, work
without pay and often arrange their
own food and snacks.

Mitra Prasad Kaphle, mayor of
Phidim Municipality, said the commu-
nity’s willingness to act during disas-
ters gives local governments valuable
support. When residents repair public
structures and reopen blocked roads
themselves, it also strengthens the rela-
tionship between local government and
citizens, he said.

For nonagenarian Bhattarai, the
revival of harguhar is more than a
practical response to disasters. It is a
link with a social tradition that pre-
dates modern roads, machines and dig-
ital communication.

“Some villagers worked more and
some less,” Bhattarai said, wistfully.
“But everyone worked and sweated at
public sites.”

Bhattarai went on, “I worked hard
when I had strength and youth, but now
old age makes it difficult for me to walk.
These days, when I hear on the radio,
television or mobile phone that people
in Panchthar are gathering because
floods have washed away roads, land-
slides have blocked them or bridges
have collapsed, I feel happy.”

e
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Youth networks take the lead in
tackling Chhaupadi and child marriage

Despite resistance from families and limited support from community leaders,
child club members in western Nepal are dismantling menstrual huts and
helping stop underage marriages.

O MENUKA DHUNGANA
ACHHAM, AUG 22

It has been a year since 15-year-old
Dhurba Adhikari became president of
the ward-level Child Network in
Panchadeval Binayak Municipality-3.
Soon after taking charge, the network
drew up a one-year action plan focused
on social practices affecting children.

At the top of its agenda were
Chhaupadi, the practice of isolating
menstruating women and girls in
unsafe sheds, and child marriage.

Over the past year, the network has
demolished 10 Chhau sheds in the
ward. Members identify the huts, talk
to families and seek help from the
Nepal Police and other stakeholders
when necessary. Adhikari said the
campaign has also helped stop five
child marriages.

“We started demolishing Chhau
sheds in our neighbourhood. The
locals strongly resisted, but we did not
back down,” Adhikari said. “We
showed the same resolve in stopping
child marriages and prevented five
underage weddings.”

By reporting planned child mar-
riages and monitoring Chhau sheds,
the young activists are challenging
entrenched practices while also push-
ing child rights and safety higher on
the local agenda.

But challenging deeply rooted social
practices has not been easy. Adhikari
said the network receives little of the
support it expects from local leaders
and elected representatives, making
its work more difficult.

Despite the lack of institutional
backing, members are trying to lead
by example in their own homes.

Ramila Shahi, 14, another network
member, persuaded her family to
demolish their Chhau shed.

“Going to network meetings while
keeping a Chhau shed at home made
me uncomfortable,” Shahi said. “My
family initially refused and asked
where I had learned these things. With
support from my friends in the net-
work and the police, we demolished it.
I now stay inside the house during my
periods and encourage other families
to do the same.”

—
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Members of the child club in Kamalbazar Municipality-5 hold a discussion with local
stakeholders regarding campaigns against social malpractices last week.

Similar child-led efforts are gaining
ground in other parts of Achham.

In Kamalbazar Municipality-5,
Kuika, the ward-level child network
has become an informal information
network for preventing child
marriages.

IT\ a year, the Child
Network has demolished
10 Chhau sheds in
Panchadeval ward 3.

_

According to network member
Kuber Devkota, members gather
information about planned underage
marriages and alert authorities.
Acting on their information, ward
officials and police recently tracked
down and brought back 13 underage
individuals who had been taken to
India after getting married.

The Kuika network also promotes

marriage at the legal age. The legal
age of marriage in Nepal is 20.
Devkota said the ward office recently
honoured 25 couples who married
after reaching the legal age, giving
young people an incentive to wait
rather than marry as children.

The network also monitors Chhau
sheds and urges families to allow
women and girls to stay safely inside
their homes during menstruation.
Reshma Bhul, a network member, said
young people regularly visit house-
holds to monitor whether families are
continuing the practice.

Their persistence appears to be
changing attitudes among local lead-
ers as well.

Ratan Bhul, a ward member in
Kamalbazar-5 who also serves as a
traditional Dhami, or faith healer,
said his own views had changed.

“I am an elected representative and
a Dhami. Whatever the practices in
the past, I have now joined the cam-
paign to ensure women remain safe
inside their homes during menstrua-
tion,” he said.

In Loving Memory of,

f Mr. Lokendra Kharel

2039-04-01 2083-04-26
0 0
\ With deep sadness, the K&A Power \
) family mourns the untimely passing of )

Mr. Lokendra Kharel, Director of K&A

Power, Nepal.

He will always be remembered for his
compassion and commitment. We
extend our deepest condolences and
heartfelt sympathy to his family.

May God rest his soul in

eternal peace.

K&A Power
Family
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MONEY

FOREX
US Dollar 15342
Euro 179.53
Pound Sterling 209.55
Swiss Franc 191.98
Australian Dollar 109.89
Canadian Dollar 111.61
Singapore Dollar 120.92
Japanese Yen (10) 967
Chinese Yuan 22.83
Saudi Arab Riyal 40.86
Qatari Riyal 42.09
Thai Bhat 469
UAE Dhiram 4177
Malaysian Ringit 3799
Korean Won (100) 11.08
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank
BULLION PRICE PER TOLA
S Fine Gold Rs 316,700
S Silver Rs 4,985
SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA
O BIZLINE
Iran allowed Iraqi tankers
to pass through Hormuz

Strait: State media

TEHRAN: Tehran has granted permis-
sion for some Iraqi oil tankers to pass
through the strategic Strait of
Hormuz after repeated requests from
Baghdad, state media reported on
Saturday. “Despite being subjected to
the most severe military measures
and insecurity created in the strait
due to the hostile actions of the
United States, Tehran has granted
permission to a number of Iraqi oil
tankers to pass through the Strait of
Hormuz over the past six months,”
the IRNA news agency said. The
report said Iraq had requested pas-
sage for its oil tankers through sever-
al channels, including during the trip
to Iraq by Mohammad Bagher
Ghalibaf, Iran’s parliamentary speak-
er and its lead negotiator in talks
with the US. Iran has asserted control
of Hormuz, a vital waterway, since
the outbreak of the war in the Middle
East on February 28. It requires ves-
sels to obtain permission and pay
transit fees before using the water-
way. But US President Donald Trump
claims Washington “has total con-
trol” over the strait, through which
around one fifth of the world’s oil and
LNG exports passed before the war,
and views it “as an American territo-
ry.” “The experience of the past six
months has shown that there is no
alternative for Iraq other than the
Strait of Hormuz to export the bulk
of its crude oil,” IRNA said. (AFp)

World Bank projects Lebanon
economy to contract by
6.4 percent due to war

BEIRUT: The World Bank on Friday
projected that Lebanon’s economy
would contract by 6.4 percent this
year, as the latest Israel-Hezbollah
war derailed the country’s efforts at
recovery. Lebanon has been dealing
with an unprecedented financial cri-
sis since 2019 and was still reeling
from the 2024 Israel-Hezbollah war
when the Iran-backed group drew it
into the Middle East conflict by
attacking Israel in March. Israel
responded with a heavy air campaign
and ground invasion that Lebanese
authorities say have Kkilled more than
4,300 people. Due to the war, “real
GDP is projected to contract by 6.4
percent in 2026, reflecting the collapse
in tourism, weaker consumption, dis-
rupted supply chains, heightened
insecurity, and prolonged displace-
ment,” the World Bank said in a
report. Inflation is also expected to
rise to 17.5 percent this year, “driven
by supply disruptions, higher ship-
ping costs, and rising oil prices, fur-
ther reducing people’s purchasing
power,” the report said. The World
Bank said Lebanon’s economy had
strengthened before the latest con-
flict, with an estimated real GDP
growth of 4.2 percent in 2025, “the
fastest since the onset of the 2019
financial crisis”. (AFp)

Bolivia’s Paz forced to fire
economy minister in mid-crisis
LA PAZ: Bolivian President Rodrigo
Paz was forced to fire his economy
minister on Friday after legislators
voted to remove him for ducking
questions about his handling of a
severe economic crisis. The removal
of Jose Gabriel Espinoza comes as
the South American nation suffers
through its worst economic turbu-
lence in four decades, which the
center-right Paz, elected last year, is
under pressure to fix. Paz named the
current environment minister, Oscar
Mario Justiniano Pinto, to replace
Espinoza until the outcome of a
Constitutional Court challenge
launched by the government against
the vote to oust the minister.
Congress on Tuesday voted to remove
Espinoza after he failed to appear
before lawmakers for questions about
his handling of the economy:. (AFp)

Nepal’s trade routes to China suffer
repeated monsoon disruptions

Landslides, unfinished roads and weak infrastructure cut off northern trade, raising costs and limiting Nepal's exports to China.

O KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, AUG 22

Every monsoon, Nepal’s northern
trade routes are disrupted by
landslides and floods, blocking
roads, washing away bridges and
bringing cargo movement with China
to a near halt.

The problem has persisted for
nearly a decade, and this year is no
different. The disruption comes just
as Nepal enters its peak festival
season, leaving traders and consum-
ers to bear the rising costs.

The problem is partly geographic.
Nepal’s two main overland routes
to China run through steep, unstable
terrain along fast-flowing rivers.

Narendra Pariyar, chief district
officer of Rasuwa, describes land-
slides as “frequent” and the road
as one that “goes on and off during
monsoon”.

But experts say the recurring dis-
ruptions are not simply a product of
Nepal’s difficult terrain. They also
reflect years of inadequate planning
and investment.

“Engineers only design the road,
ignoring the geography connected
to the road,” said Kalpana Adhikari,
general secretary of the Nepal
Geotechnical Society.

Slope investigations and protection
measures are often overlooked during
road construction.

The current government’s decision
to allocate separate budgets for slope
studies and protection is a positive
development, she said.

Trade officials and business leaders
estimate that stabilising the worst
landslide-prone section could cost
around Rs200 million. Yet even pro-
jects that have been contracted have
failed to materialise.

A Rs480 million contract to repair a
vulnerable section was cancelled after
China offered to undertake the work
itself. Years later, neither side has
acted, leaving the section unfinished.

Tatopani, which has operated
since 1967 at the end of the Araniko
Highway, is now completely
closed because of landslides along the
Tatopani-Bahrabise section.

The closure is hardly an isolated
event. For the past eight to 10 years,
the road has been hit by landslides of
varying severity almost every mon-
soon, cutting off the border for weeks
or months.

Krishna Prasad Sharma, assistant
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The Tatopani trading point on Nepal's border with China often shuts down as the Araniko Highway leading to it faces frequent disruptions.

chief districtofficer in Sindhupalchok,
said the geography makes the road
particularly vulnerable.

The highway runs along a steep
slope, with the Bhotekoshi river cut-
ting directly below it.

The crossing’s problems date back
even further. The 2015 earthquake dev-
astated the area, and the route has
never fully recovered. Exports to
China through Tatopani have not
resumed since the earthquake because
China has not reopened the crossing
to outbound cargo.

In normal times, the point handles
30 to 40 trucks a day. Officials had
hoped to generate Rs25 billion in
annual revenue from the crossing.
That target is now out of reach with
the border closed at the beginning of
the fiscal year.

Traders have instead been forced to
route goods through Kerung, on the
Chinese side of the border. The detour
has more than tripled the cost of
transporting a consignment to
Kathmandu, from around Rs90,000 to
about Rs300,000, while also lengthen-
ing delivery times.

“Summer goods can end up arriving
in winter”, said Rajendra Sangraula,
president of the Nepal Freight
Forwarders Association. Delays also
mean higher detention charges for
containers stranded on the route.

Rasuwagadhi faces a similar prob-
lem, although its immediate trigger is
different.

The Syabrubesi-Rasuwagadhi road,
opened by the Nepali Army in 2018,
was supposed to be upgraded under a
2019 Nepal-China implementation
agreement using Chinese grant assis-
tance. The work remains incomplete.

The 16-km stretch continues to flood
and wash out during the monsoon.
Last July, a flash flood on the Lhende
river swept away the Miteri Bridge
connecting Nepal and China and
severely damaged the customs yard.

A Bailey bridge has since replaced
the original crossing, but its capacity
is roughly half that of the old bridge.
Daily cargo movement has fallen from
60 to 70 loaded containers to around 30
to 40. The Integrated Check Post at
Rasuwagadhi is also unfinished.
According to Pariyar, construction is

only around 60 percent complete.
Customs operations on the Nepali side
continue from a makeshift facility.

Kewal Prasad Bhandari, former sec-
retary of the National Planning
Commission and former chief of the
Tatopani Customs, said the lack of
proper facilities is another constraint
on northern trade. “Rasuwagadhi still
lacks smooth customs infrastructure”,
he said.

Korala, a newer crossing that
opened for international trade last
fiscal year, has provided another route
but handles only limited cargo and
remains far less significant than
Tatopani and Rasuwagadhi.

The consequences of the disrup-
tions are being felt beyond the border
districts.

Rerouting goods through Kerung
alone adds an estimated 20 to 25 per-
cent to their cost by the time they
reach consumers. Freight operators
expect overall logistical costs to rise to
around 30 percent this year, from 22
percent last year.

The additional cost comes at a par-
ticularly difficult time, as consumers

prepare for Teej, Dashain and Tihar
and the demand for imported goods
increases.

The disruption also exposes a much
larger imbalance in Nepal-China
trade. Tatopani and Rasuwagadhi
together handled more than Rs93 bil-
lion in imports last fiscal year. Exports
to China, meanwhile, remained below
Rs2 billion, according to trade data.

Poor road connectivity is part of the
problem. But traders and experts say
Nepal’s weak export infrastructure is
an equally important constraint.

Nepal lacks functioning laboratory
testing and quarantine facilities need-
ed to meet Chinese phytosanitary
requirements. Its national trade strat-
egy also focuses its priority export
products largely on the Indian market
rather than China.

“The underlying issue is diplomatic
as much as physical,” said Posh Raj
Pandey, chair emeritus of the South
Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and
Environment. “Diplomatic negotia-
tion needs to be done for the trade
route that is cost efficient.”

According to Pandey, Nepal’s trade
diplomacy has historically focused
more heavily on India, leaving the
northern route under-prioritised in
infrastructure and export planning.
He also pointed to what he sees as an
inconsistency in dealing with non-tar-
iff barriers: restrictions affecting
exports to India attract immediate
political attention, while similar bar-
riers facing Nepali goods entering
China receive far less scrutiny.

Trade experts say the infrastruc-
ture problems reflect a broader weak-
ness in Nepal-China trade relations.

Rabi Shankar Sainju, a trade expert,
said the two countries’ basic trade
framework has failed to keep pace
with changing economic realities.

“The Trade and Payments
Agreement is outdated and this needs
to be reviewed as we stand at a com-
pletely different trade era now,” he
said. The 2018 transit agreement gave
Nepal access, in principle, to Chinese
seaports and dry ports. But the two
countries have yet to finalise the
standard operating procedures
needed to make the arrangement fully
functional.

A provision requiring the agree-
ment to be reviewed every two years
has also seen little meaningful imple-
mentation, with the mechanism meet-
ing only once or twice, largely ceremo-
nially, according to Sainju.

TikTok to pay $400 m settlement

Trump tanfts heap up as Canada
tries to curb US reliance

in US children’s privacy case

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SAN FRANCISCO, AUG 22

TikTok has agreed to pay $400 million to settle
a lawsuit with the US Department of Justice
over claims that the video-sharing platform violat-
ed federal children’s privacy laws, the department
announced on Friday.

Regulators around the world have been ramping
up enforcement against social media companies
that violate laws around protecting children’s
data, privacy and safety.

Chinese company ByteDance—which sold off a
majority stake of its US entity earlier this year in
order to avoid a ban by the Trump administra-
tion—is also named as part of the settlement. It
has a 19.9 percent ownership stake in TikTok US,
according to US media.

“Under the settlement, TikTok will pay $300
million immediately and an additional $100 mil-
lion upon entry of an order vacating a prior con-
sent decree entered against TikTok’s predecessor,
Musical.ly,” the department said in a statement.

It’s “one of the largest recoveries ever obtained”
from a case involving the Children’s Online
Privacy Protection Act (COPPA), the statement
continued. COPPA bars websites from gathering
the personal information of children younger
than 13 without parental permission.

The Justice Department and Federal Trade
Commission jointly sued TikTok in 2024, alleging
that it had placed the safety of millions of chil-
dren in jeopardy by collecting their personal data
without parental permission.

They claimed that TikTok allowed children to
use the app in addition to collecting and using
personal data from young users without letting
their parents know.

Even accounts created in a “Kids Mode” intend-
ed for users younger than 13 gathered email
addresses and other personal information, the
suit claimed.

In 2019, the US filed a COPPA lawsuit against an
app called Musical.ly, which ByteDance bought in
2017 and then merged into TikTok.

AFP/RSS
The TikTok logo displayed on signage outside TikTok social media app company offices in Culver City, California last year.

TikTok did not immediately respond to a
request for comment.

According to an ABC News report in May, the
Trump administration was considering using the
funds for ongoing “beautification” projects, which
have included resurfacing the Lincoln Memorial
Reflecting Pool, renovating the White House ball-
room and building an arch.

It was not immediately clear what the settle-
ment funds will be used for.

The US settlement comes amid a growing global
crackdown on the video app.

Brussels began a probe into TikTok in 2024
under the Digital Services Act (DSA)—a content
law and major weapon in the EU’s boosted legal
armory that it has deployed to rein in Big Tech in
recent years.

In July, the European Union accused TikTok of
failing to protect children through account set-
tings that can expose them to risks like cyberbul-
lying and predatory behavior, putting the compa-
ny at risk of a large fine.

The EU said minors’ accounts should only be
visible to those they have given permission to.
Children ages 13 and over can use TikTok.

“A high level of protection should not be an opt-
in; it should be the default,” EU tech chief Henna
Virkkunen said in a statement at that time.

Under the DSA, children’s account settings
have, by default, the strongest safety and security
protections. “TikTok’s account settings fail to
meet this standard, as they expose minors’
accounts and content too widely,” the EU said in
its preliminary view.

Britain’s communications regulator also
launched an investigation into TikTok in July. The
UK probe will look into whether TikTok is doing
enough under UK law to protect children from
harmful content.

“This investigation will seek to establish wheth-
er there are reasonable grounds to believe that
TikTok has failed, or is failing, to comply with its
legal obligations,” Ofcom said in a statement. It
added that it would in particular look at TikTok’s
age-verification model.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
MONTREAL, AUG 22

US President Donald Trump’s
50 percent tariffs on certain
Canadian goods which took
effect on Saturday delivered
another blow to bilateral
trade, renewing focus on
Ottawa’s efforts to reduce
dependence on its southern
neighbour.

Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney’s strategy
involves a search for new mar-
kets, a focus on domestic trade
and the launch of major pro-
jects. The two economies are
heavily inter-connected, with
roughly 70 percent of all
Canadian exports heading to
the United States.

Previous Trump levies on
autos, steel, aluminium and
lumber have hit Canada hard,
forcing job losses and stunting
growth. Canada has even
entered a technical recession
this year after two consecutive
quarters of economic contrac-
tion. The latest 50-percent tar-
iffs came into force after days
of negotiations failed to pro-
duce an agreement.

They impact some $20 bil-
lion worth of goods, or 5.5
percent of Canadian exports
to the United States, targeting
products ranging from hockey
sticks to cement. Carney said
Friday that Canada would
match the US tariffs “dollar
for dollar to protect our work-
ers and businesses.”

The exports affected by the
US tariffs include products
that were previously protected
under the North American
trade pact, the United States-
Mexico-Canada Agreement
(USMCA).

At first glance, “that’s
frightening,” said Richard
Ouellet, a professor of inter-
national economic law at
Quebec’s Laval University.

“Until now, the USMCA
acted as kind of a shield. The
Americans are opening a
breach,” he told AFP.

Trump declined to renew
the USMCA on July 1, making
it subject to annual reviews.

While Trump ditching
USMCA exemptions could

forecast more extreme meas-
ures to come, Canada’s largest
bank, RBC, predicted the first
package of 50-percent tariffs
won’t “significantly change
broader Canadian growth.”

“That’s because the new tar-
iffs, while significant, will still
impact a small segment of
total trade,” RBC said last
month, adding that around 80
percent of Canadian goods
would still enter the United
States tariff-free.

Since taking office in March
2025, Carney has focused on
diversifying economic part-
nerships to reduce Canada’s
reliance on the US market.

“Canada has what the world
wants,” Carney said in a state-
ment following the breakdown
of negotiations with
Washington. “We will not
allow any nation to determine
our future,” he said.

The prime minister has
headed to China, India and
Saudi Arabia and made sever-
al stops in Europe seeking
deals to expand Canada’s eco-
nomic relationships overseas.

In January, he signed a pre-
liminary agreement with
China, providing for the
import of electric vehicles to
Canada.

Relations with Europe have
also been strengthened. In
July, Canada selected the
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German firm TKMS to build
its new fleet of submarines.

Last month, Canada’s cen-
tral bank said the economy
was “showing signs of improv-
ing,” noting that some busi-
nesses were adjusting to US
protectionism, including by
finding new customers
abroad. A report from
Canada’s international trade
minister also said that in 2025
the value of exports to non-US
markets jumped by 11 percent,
hitting 33 percent at one
point—the highest level in
more than four decades.

Another factor that could
help cushion the impact of
Trump’s tariffs is a renewed
focus on domestic trade.

One of Carney’s first major
initiatives as prime minister
was federal legislation to
reduce interprovincial trade
barriers. Provinces have
shown reluctance to lift their
own restrictions, but Ouellet
said that overall “the
Canadian market has been
reinvigorated and there is
more domestic trade.”

Carney has also tried to
jumpstart domestic economic
activity through his Major
Projects Office, set up to
reduce bureaucratic delays
and grant quicker approval
for select large-scale infra-
structure initiatives.

The latest tariffs impact about 5.5 percent of Canadian exports to the

United States.
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Dhant looks to cage Murdoch’s

online antics in Shanghai

Ahead of his bout against undefeated New Zealander Kasib Murdoch,
the ‘Bajhang ko Baagh'ignores trash talk and stays focused on securing a historic UFC contract.

PHOTOS: COURTESY OF ‘FIGHTERS' INSTAGRAM

Nepal's Rabindra Dhant (left) and New Zealand'’s Kasib Murdoch will fight in the semifinals of Road to
UFC-Season 5 in Shanghai, China, on August 28.

O NAYAK PAUDEL
KATHMANDU, AUG 22

When Nepal’s Rabindra Dhant, aka ‘Bajhang
ko Baagh’, enters the octagon to clash with
New Zealand’s Kasib ‘Murderer’ Murdoch in
Shanghai, China, on Friday, he will be in for
what his coach describes as his toughest fight
so far. Both bantamweights boast impressive
records: Dhant stands at 10-1 in pro MMA,
while Murdoch remains undefeated at 8-0. One
can expect a thrilling showdown as the two
battle it out inside the octagon to claim the
coveted UFC contract.

Outside the octagon, however, the fight has
already begun. In fact, it started months ago.
After Murdoch defeated Yunosuke Minami in
Macau on May 28, he announced, “I am fight-
ing Mr Dhant from Nepal. I'm actually very
excited about this fight.” Earlier that day,

Dhant had defeated Kimbert Alintozon to book
the semi-final spot in the Road to UFC cam-
paign. “I got asked to fight him [Dhant]...in
Bali...about a year ago, and he turned me down
for whatever reason,” Murdoch said. “I think
he was scared.

“I just re-watched his fight. So I'm pretty
confident going to this,” Murdoch continued.
“He got dropped by a flyweight Filipino...I
think I'm going to absolutely smash him. I'm
going to run through him.”

It was just the beginning of bantering by
the Kiwi fighter. Over the months, Murdoch
has only intensified it. And recently, those
from Rabindra’s side have made pointed
counterjabs.

On June 3, Murdoch clarified that he had
asked Dhant to fight on Changgu Fight Night
in 2024. “I have wanted this fight for 2 years
now,” Murdoch wrote, “and on August 28th,

when I finish him inside 3 rounds and steal all
of his hype, I expect an apology and a follow.”

Murdoch’s most provocative jab came two
days ago, when he posted a photo of him hold-
ing Nepal’s flag. “The king of Nepal is coming
to Shanghai,” read the caption.

And that’s probably where Dhant’s coach
and manager Diwiz Piya had enough of
Murdoch’s trash. Piya responded with a short
video of him, Dhant and Yuki Angdembe sip-
ping coffee and laughing out loud. “You know
what happens to ‘Kings’ in Nepal,” Piya com-
mented on his video. Nepali monarchy, after
all, has had a chequered history before it was
abolished in 2008.

Dhant has not personally responded to any
of Murdoch’s banters till now. Settling the
score right inside the ring would probably be
more characteristic of the low-key fighter
made of the rugged hills of Nepal’s far-west.

Dhant’s transformation from a manual
labourer bound for the Gulf to becoming
Nepal’s top fighter is a stuff of lore. And it is
especially this inspiring journey and the effort
Dhant has put in to sharpen himself that the
coaches of the Bali-based Soma Fight Club,
where Dhant has been training for over two
years, back him up earnestly.

“Iunderstand what Kasib is doing now, and I
know what he is up to with this whole [exple-
tive] that he is trying to throw around,” Mike
Ikilei, owner of Soma Fight Club, said in a
video interview with heavywgt MMA recently.
“The kid [Kasib] is just trying to get some spon-
sors...and try to leverage off that...because
this fan base [of Rabindra] is insane.”

Piya, Dhant’s coach and manager, has been
more understated.

“We do not need to bother ourselves with it,”
Piya said in a press conference organised by
the UFC on Thursday. “We have Nepali fans
who will respond to Murdoch’s banters.”

Murdoch, meanwhile, has continued to hype

the fight by giving continuity to his ‘King of
Nepal’ banter. Dhant, on the other hand, is
busy training, locked in, as Piya said during
the conference.

One could reckon that Dhant’s camp is tak-
ing the fight against Murdoch seriously
because of the experience the Kiwi brings.

When Dhant was breaking stones for a living
at the age of 15, Murdoch, around three years
younger, was already a trained fighter.

Murdoch loved WWE , learned wrestling,
and started boxing from his early days—
inspired by his brother Shem, also an MMA
fighter. He has even represented New Zealand
in boxing at the 2018 Summer Youth Olympics.

Even Piya has praised Murdoch and his
background in the combat sports scene. “We
respect Kasib’s...everything. He has been bred
to be a professional,” Piya said during the
interview with heavywgt MMA. “SKkill for skill,
I do not know [who is better]...we will find out
on the night...but the hunger. I have been hun-
gry myself, but not at Rabi’s level...That is a
major factor I think we cannot overlook. So
yeah, we will find out.”

The stakes are high. A win against Murdoch
would help Dhant progress to the final of the
Road to UFC-Season 5. And a win in the final of
the knockout event means Dhant will get a
professional UFC contract and become the first
Nepali to fight at the biggest MMA promotion
in the world.

If Murdoch has kept on throwing jibes on
social media, Dhant has been busy training, as
he always is. “Two days after the fight night in
Macau, Rabindra was back training in Bali,”
Ikilei, Soma’s owner, said. “He hasn’t really
stopped ever since.”

The way that the structure works for the
Road to UFC is that you get a KO [a knockout
win], then your purse will go up, Ikilei added.
“So trust me when I say we will be looking for
the finish,” he said.
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Rabindra Dhant kicks Kimbert Alintozon during the Road To UFC Season 5 bout in Macau on May 28.

ARIES (March 21-April 19)

CANCER (June 22-July 22)
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A sense of urgency could compromise your ability to
maintain composure and think clearly, dear Aries.
Treat yourself to a massage, organic smoothie, or
lengthy yoga session.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Your actions and words pack a punch, dearest bull. If
you’ve been plotting major moves, now is a good time
to see them through.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

You’ll sense resistance from people you normally feel
close to, dearest Gemini. Rather than attempting to
force connection with those who’d prefer to be left

If you’re feeling restless with no one to have an
adventure with, treat yourself to some fun. You can
also find reprieve from tense relationships by
connecting with easygoing friends.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

You may feel bogged down by your responsibilities,
dearest Leo. Reflect on your situation to determine if
you’ve become too unhappy with the work you do, or
if there’s something deeper at play.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Strain within your personal life may cause you
to lash out unfairly, dearest Virgo. Keep your
emotions in check while navigating various social

R

alone, focus on building yourself up.

environments.
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Starc and Islam
take 6 wickets each
i a wild Ist day

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
MACKAY, AUG 22

Mitchell Starc removed Bangladesh opener
Shadman Islam with the first ball of the match
and the veteran Australian fast bowler took six
wickets in the first innings on a wild first day
of the second cricket test Saturday.

Later, Shoriful Islam incredibly matched
Starc’s total with a six-wicket haul on a day
which saw 18 wickets fall. The left-arm
Bangladesh fast bowler has recovered from a
side strain that kept him out of the first test.

After Australia won the toss and decided to
bowl, with captain Pat Cummins suggesting
“the wicket looks pretty good, but if there is any
moisture in it, it might be this morning.” Starc
proved Cummins correct and Bangladesh were
bowled out for 64 runs shortly after lunch.

The wicket, however, continued to be a chal-
lenge for batters well beyond the morning.

In reply, Australia were 165-8 at stumps to
lead by 101 runs despite Shoriful Islam’s 6-35
total. Cameron Green was one of the not-out
batsmen on 51 with Nathan Lyon on 10.

Shadman Islam was caught in the gully off a
leading edge to give Starc his record fourth
career wicket on the first ball of a match. Starc
removed Tanzid Hasan and had captain Najmul
Hossain Shanto caught Ibw in the third over to
leave Bangladesh, which surprisingly won the
first test of the two-test series, reeling.

Starc’s figures were 6-12 in 10 overs and
Cummins finished with three wickets. The
Bangladesh total was the lowest while batting
first in Australia since 1932 when South Africa
were dismissed for 36.

The highest Bangladesh score was by No 11
batter Shoriful Islam with 14.

“Six (wickets) in the first session, can’t beat
that,” Starc told his wife, television commenta-
tor and former Australia captain Alyssa Healy
while walking off the field at lunch. “Obviously
a little bit of anger.”

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

You could awaken to thoughtful messages, darling
Libra. Spend your morning catching up with
friends, filling the spirit as you’re reminded of all
the wonderful people that make your world vibrant.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

News of professional or financial opportunity could
greet you early this morning, dearest Scorpio.
Permit yourself to release old dreams if you see
more potential in another path.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

Touch base with your intuitive and sentimental side,
dearest Sagittarius, honoring the rhythms of the
universe and the voice within. Consider how healing
is facilitated through the choices you make each day.

CROSSWORD

ACROSS 51 Catchall abbr.
1 Spring 52 Antiquity
5 Upholstered 54 Outrigger
seats 56 Compromise
10 Son of Adam 61 Charity event
14 — mater 63 Indigo dye
15 Express a belief 64 British
16 To be (Fr.) composer
17 Speaking 65 Grid
platform 66 Jay of late-night
18 Brewed TV
beverage 67 Costly
(2 wds.) 68 — seal
20 Furniture piece 69 Woody plant
(2 wds.)
22 Compote DOWN
ingredient 1 Put cargo
23 Honest — aboard
24 Hasten 2 — vital
25 Coach — 3 In the company
Parseghian of
28 Forehead 4 Boiled food
31 Composition 5 Gloomy
34 Light wood that 6 Iridescent
floats gemstone
36 Cash drawer 7 Do an office job
38 Agents (Hyph.) 8 Insect
40 Rights org. 9 Personal growth

41 L.A.’s Sunset —

42 Relaxation

43 Rend

44 Limerick

45 Compose

46 Where
Damascus is

48 Sufficiently
cooked

50 Part of Scand.

activity (Hyph.)
10 Set apart
11 Small case
12 Run
13 That girl
19 Part of the eye
21 “Dancing
Queen” group
25 As blind
as — —

1 2 3 4 5
PREVIOUS PUZZLE SOLVED
L|S F AN 14 15
o] [¢] R H N|E
AR E A N|E 17 18
N|T I P E|R
G P 20 21
N|O H E|T|I]|C
L|A]|R THEEN|O|V([A >3
All[D E E N[O|G
I|V|E|[S R I |R|E 25 126 127 58
C|E|R|E O C|Y
A|D[V]A C M
BIE[A|M O |
B|A[S]|E P T
A[R|T Y S S
7-18-26 © 2026 UFS, Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS
26 Marathons 49 Approached
27 Alleviate 53 Distributed
29 Sgt. Snorkel’s cards
dog 54 Remedy
30 Hyper 55 “— Karenina”
32 With full force 56 Old Russian
33 “Say — — the ruler
Dress” 57 Nerve network
35 Give in 58 Humdinger
37 Long car 59 Superior
39 — -do-well 60 Ice mass
41 Futuristic (2 wds.) 61 Craze
45 Join metal parts 62 Writer — Levin
47 “Believe
— — not!”
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SUDOKU

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

You will sense that a weight has been lifted, darling
Capricorn. Opt for a quiet and contemplative morn-
ing to fully release any thoughts or emotions you’re
ready to let go of.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

A sweet, communal, and romantic energy may have
inspired you to stay up late last night, dear Aquarius.
These uplifting vibes continue throughout the
morning, inspiring you to review yesterday’s events
with family and friends.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

You’ll crave structure and efficiency this morning,
dear Pisces. These vibes are perfect for catching up
on your to-do list and preparing for Monday’s arrival.
Take a breather and spend time with friends.
ASTROLOGY.COM
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Budget-friendly places for Nepali students in Nagoya

Fukiage

close enough for a daily commute.

Pros

Cons

savings on rent.

Fukiage sits in Chikusa Ward. It is a residential pocket—mostly
apartment blocks and small local shops—that trades the buzz of
downtown for quieter streets, while still keeping the city centre

The subway ride into Sakae takes about 10 minutes, and cycling
takes around 15 minutes. Rents here are noticeably cheaper than
in areas closer to Sakae, making it one of the better-value
options for students who still want quick access to the city.

There is not much beyond convenience stores and a few local
diners. Students wanting nightlife or a café scene will need to
travel into Sakae or Imaike, adding transport costs on top of the

Imaike

Pros

Cons
Because it’s popular with both students and young profession-
als, competition for units pushes rents up.

Imaike sits at the junction of the Higashiyama and Sakura-dori
subway lines. The streets around the station are packed with
ramen shops and small local eateries. It functions as a mini
downtown of its own, long favored by young Japanese residents.

Plenty of affordable restaurants and shops make eating out
affordable day-to-day, helping offset the cost of rent in the area.

Otobashi

Pros

Cons

Otobashi sits a bit apart from
the city’s main transit grid. It
is a neighborhood where daily
life runs on practicality rather
than student culture.

Rent here runs low, making it
one of the most affordable
options on this list for students
prioritising budget.

The savings come with a
longer commute,
extra time and possibly extra
transport costs to reach cam-
pus or the city centre regularly.

Motoyama

and academics.

Pros

easy reach.

Cons

Motoyama is the closest station to Nagoya University’s
Higashiyama Campus and Aichi Gakuin University’s Kusumoto
Campus. The area carries an atmosphere shaped by research

Locals consider it an underrated pick for affordability—two
subway lines, reasonable rent, and a supermarket within

Because the area caters mainly to students and researchers,
it lacks the boutique shops and retail variety, leaving fewer
options for browsing or casual shopping close to home.

Mizuho Ward

er houses.

transfer.

Pros

Cons
meaning

Mizuho is home to a mix of older
Japanese-style homes alongside larg-
Reached via Mizuho
Kuyakusho Station, it offers a direct
ride into central Nagoya without a

Housing here is more affordable than
in the central and eastern wards, and
it offers a residential environment
with access to schools and transit.

The area’s older housing stock means
some apartments lack modern con-
veniences such as updated insulation
or newer appliances.
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Based on conversations with local Nepali students in Nagoya.

‘Aliens’ at 40: from wearable cameras to exoskeletons,
here are the technologies the film predicted

By 2179, synthetics appear to be approaching human levels of cognitive function.

O STEVE BENFORD

irector James Cameron’s

acclaimed sci-fi movie Aliens

turns 40 in August. It’'s a

sequel to Ridley Scott’s claus-

trophobic breakout hit Alien,
made in 1979. Where the original featured
one terrifying creature, Cameron’s movie
features hundreds — and pits them against
a squad of space marines.

A host of intriguing technologies make
an appearance, including interstellar trav-
el, hypersleep (where humans are pre-
served in stasis for long space journeys)
and terraforming (making other worlds
liveable for humans).

Some of the technologies in the film
have already come to pass — or look likely
to soon. But others were missed and some
remain firmly in the realms of science
fiction.

In Aliens, the marines travel to a distant
moon to investigate the disappearance of
over 100 human settlers. Ellen Ripley
(Sigourney Weaver), the main protagonist
of the first film, goes along to advise.

On arrival, they run into a six-year-old
girl, called Newt, who managed to escape
the grisly fate of the other colonists. When

the marines encounter the alien hive,
chaos and carnage ensue.

The technology featured in Aliens
appears to be there to support the
wonderful storytelling, rather than
predict the path of innovation, as a futur-
ologist might.

But let’s take a look at it. The film is set
in 2179, 153 years into our future.
Journeying 153 years into the past
would land us in 1893, when common tech-
nologies were horse drawn and steam
streetcars and gas lighting. Typewriters
with Qwerty keyboards went on sale the
following year.

Industrial aesthetic

We’'ve moved on considerably, but the
future world of Aliens feels less distant in
many respects. Company executives use
clunky business cards to trigger low-
resolution video calls and wave
computer printouts during meeting room
showdowns.

For modern audiences, however, the
lack of personal electronic devices may be
jarring. One can only assume that they
must have fallen out of favour by 2179.

The gritty, industrial visual style estab-
lished in the first film was taken further

here. Aliens introduces a variety of mili-
tary vehicles that contain futuristic ele-
ments while drawing on real hardware
used in the Vietnam war. The movie’s look
influenced later films, but it has also been
described as “everyday” and “ugly”.

An exception is the tracking technolo-
gy: the motion detectors, wearable camer-
as and biosensors embedded into wrist-
bands. These feel broadly “current”. But
if we extrapolate from the present day, one
might expect engineers in 2179 to make
greater use of surveillance cameras and
computer vision (a sub-field of AI where
machines are trained to “understand”
images and video).

A network of “smart cameras” through-
out the moon colony could have tracked
both the aliens and humans. Similar net-
works today monitor crowds and individu-
als — and watch for suspicious behaviour
- on city streets and public transport.

Sentry guns and exoskeletons

The robots of Aliens are striking. Some
are not so far removed from hardware
used today, but with notable differences. In
two separate scenes, Ripley straps into a
massive mechanical suit known as a
“loader”.

PHOTO: THE CONVERSATION

They are mainly used to move cargo,
but, conveniently, can be appropriated for
fighting xenomorphs. The loaders are a
type of exoskeleton, real life wearable tech
that may enhance human strength or
movement.

Exoskeletons aren’t generally used for
this kind of task yet. Large autonomous or
teleoperated factory robots are the go-to
technology for lifting heavy hardware.
This is safer than having humans operate
in such hazardous environments.

Current exoskeletons are smaller in
scale than the loaders. They are helping
people walk again after traumatic
injury and commercial versions are
available to support those with mobility
issues to hill walk.

The war in Ukraine, meanwhile, has
familiarised us with autonomous combat
robots. One or two share a striking resem-
blance to the film’s automated sentry
guns, which guard an entrance passage in
the colony. But drone aircraft, in heavy
use today, are notable by their absence.

However, one robot in Aliens operates
at a level far beyond the rest: the android
Bishop, played by Lance Henriksen.
Bishop looks like a human on the
outside and is referred to in the film as a
“synthetic”.

By 2179, synthetics appear to be
approaching human levels of cognitive
function - something known as artificial
general intelligence (AGI). They even
seem to observe the laws of robotics
devised by scientist and author Isaac
Asimov. In one scene, Bishop tells crew
members that he cannot harm a human
or allow one to be harmed - Asimov’s
first law.

Synthetics occupy capable and realistic
bodies which seem to incorporate soft
robotics. In this real research area,
scientists create robots with flexible mate-
rials instead of hard ones, such as metal.
Fluids or pressurised air generate move-
ment rather than conventional electric
actuators.

The synthetics probably have soft robot-
ic systems overlaid on a rigid framework,
similar to flesh on bone. They are there-
fore likely to be a mixture of soft and con-
ventional robotics.

Tech conundrum

Some of the tech in Aliens remains well
out of reach. We don’t have propulsion
systems capable of sending crews to
other stars and back within a lifetime.
As regards hypersleep, in rare cases,
humans have survived extreme hypother-
mia for over an hour, but this is not
recommended. Terraforming, meanwhile,

Aliens

Director: James Cameron
Runtime: 2h 17min

Release Date: July 18, 1986

remains resolutely theoretical. But what
of the synthetics?

Rightly or wrongly, many researchers
and companies aspire to create humanoid
robots and achieve AGI. We are bombard-
ed with visions of their latest efforts on
social media. But some proportion of
those working on such ventures are look-
ing to raise money. Many experts would
argue that synthetic humans like those in
the Alien movies are still far beyond
today’s capabilities.

This leads us to a striking conundrum
at the heart of Aliens. Why aren’t there
more synthetics? Why not send a popula-
tion of them to terraform worlds or fight
aggressive ETs?

Perhaps humans are more expendable:
maybe we will end up doing AI's dirty
work because we are the cheaper commod-
ity. But there is a more optimistic answer.
Maybe, despite all of our apparent failings
and weaknesses, humans are the more
capable being.

After all, it is Ripley — not Bishop — who,
wildly improvising with available technol-
ogies and driven by her unstoppable desire
to protect Newt, defeats the alien queen.
Perhaps there is hope yet for our species.

- The Conversation
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