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[ran war 1s making
it harder for millions
of children to stay

in school

From Cambodia to Africa,
rising fuel, food and
transport costs are forcing
families to choose between
school and putting food

on the table.

O ANIRUDDHA GHOSAL,
SOPHENG CHEANG &

ANTON L. DELGADO/AP
KAMPONG PRAHOK, CAMBODIA, AUG 17

Sou Sreynich dreams of becoming a
teacher. But she knows she’s far behind.

The 13-year-old first entered a class-
room at 10, an age when most
Cambodian children already have been
in school for years. Her mother waited
until she was old enough to swim, fear-
ing the boat to school could capsize —a
decision familiar to many parents on
Cambodia’s Tonle Sap, the largest
freshwater lake in Southeast Asia.

Now, the price of gasoline has spiked
because of the Iran war, an additional
burden. Unlike outright school clo-
sures during Covid, the Iran war’s
impact on education is less visible. But
it is falling first and hardest on the
poorest families. Soaring fuel prices
are making it more expensive for chil-
dren and teachers to get to school, and
for governments to fund education as
national budgets come under strain.

On the lake, getting anywhere has
always meant navigating the water.
Climate change is making it harder,
with increasingly unpredictable
floods and droughts. Teachers at her
school say 10 students have drowned
over the years.

I_Girls could be hit
hardest in South Asia,
where families often
prioritise sons.

_

If the war continues, it could push
up to 23.4 million more children like
Sreynich into poverty by the end of
the year, according to a recent United
Nations Children’s Fund report.
About 80% of those children would be
in Africa and Asia.

Most mornings, a gas-powered boat
chugs through Kampong Prahok,
steered by students often no older
than those climbing aboard. They pull
up alongside floating homes, as peers
in crisp uniforms clamber aboard,
careful to keep their backpacks dry.

Like most on Tonle Sap, Sreynich’s
family relies on fishing to survive.
They earn some money picking chili
peppers and gutting fish for others.
Rising fuel prices because of the Iran
war mean the family can’t afford to
travel to deeper waters where fish are
more plentiful. When money is tight,
Sreynich skips a day or two of school
to work alongside her parents. She
dreads every absence. “I want to com-
plete my studies,” she said.

For families already living on the
edge, the war’s ripple effects are forc-
ing difficult choices: whether to pay
for food, fuel, rent and electricity, or
keep every child in school.

>> Continued on page 2
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Devotees worship serpent deities at Nagpokhari in Naxal, Kathmandu on the occasion of Nag Panchami on Monday. On this day, people paste
Nag images at the entrances of their homes, seeking protection from lightning and fire.

Finance Ministry delays forwarding
MCA-Nepal’s request to extend projects

The Millennium Challenge Account-Nepal seeks a one-year extension citing delays
caused by Donald Trump’s aid pause and failed transmission line bids.

O ANIL GIRI
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

The Ministry of Finance has held up a
request from the Millennium
Challenge Account Nepal (MCA-
Nepal) for a one-year extension of
US-funded infrastructure projects,
with the proposal yet to reach the US
government’s Millennium Challenge
Corporation (MCC).

MCA-Nepal sent the request to the
ministry mid-May, asking it to formal-
ly approach MCC headquarters for an
extension of the $747 million projects,
which include a 315-km transmission
line and road upgrade works.

A senior finance ministry official
told the Post that they had received a
letter on behalf of MCA-Nepal but
had not yet been forwarded to MCC

headquarters. “It is still under discus-
sion,” the official told the Post, with-
out disclosing why the request had
been held up or when it would be sent.

The MCA-Nepal board member said
MCA-Nepal sent the request to the
Finance Ministry, which serves as the
liaison ministry and must formally
approach the MCC headquarters on
Nepal’s behalf. The finance secretary
heads the MCA-Nepal board.

|_Land acquisition and
compensation issues

have hampered 315-km
transmission line projectJ
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Nepali and US officials break ground for the construction of a substation in Nuwakot on June
10. This is one of the projects funded under the Millennium Challenge Corporation compact.

Under the MCC Compact, the pro-
jects are supposed to be completed by
August 30, 2028. But MCA-Nepal says
implementation has been delayed by
about 14 months because of the US
government’s temporary suspension
of MCC operations and the cancella-
tion and re-tendering of contracts for
the transmission line.

“Due to some reasons, we have
already sought a one year term exten-
sion for the completion of the two
projects,” said a senior MCA-Nepal
board member who is not authorized
to speak to the media.

“It has been three months that the
MCA-Nepal had sent such a request to
the finance ministry but there is no
information about the term exten-
sion,” the board member said.

Once the finance ministry forwards
the request, the MCC headquarters
will review the reasons cited by MCA-
Nepal and decide whether to grant the
extension.

In its letter, the MCA-Nepal stated
that due to some unavoidable circum-
stances including US President Donald
Trump’s decision in July 2025 to pause
US foreign assistance and halt MCC
payments. The suspension put the pro-
jects in limbo for several months before
the administration decided in July 2025
to allow MCC’s global operations,
including in Nepal, to continue.

MCA-Nepal also cited the cancella-
tion of bids in October 2023 for con-
struction of the 315-km 400kV transmis-
sion line after all bidders quoted prices
substantially above the estimated cost.

Following the cancellation, MCA-
Nepal had to restart the bidding pro-
cess. It took almost nine months to
award a fresh contract, an MCA-Nepal
official told the Post.

The official said MCC headquarters
is positive about the term extension
and that a new US law could also facil-
itate the extension.

>> Continued on page 2

Speaker tells PM to
face lawmakers on

August 26

The ruling follows months of tension over Shah's repeated
absence from the House and his controversial remarks.

O JAYA SINGH MAHARA
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

Prime Minister Balendra Shah, who
has been absent from the House of
Representatives for a long time, will
now have to stand at the parliamenta-
ry rostrum and answer lawmakers’
questions. Speaker DP Aryal issued
the ruling after Shah repeatedly
skipped the monthly question-and-an-
swer session required under parlia-
mentary rules.

Speaker Aryal had to issue the rul-
ing as Prime Minister Shah has been
violating the House of Representatives
regulations, which require the prime
minister to answer lawmakers’ ques-
tions during the first week of every
month. Lawmakers had been demand-
ing that Shah come to parliament and
clarify his position since he made
controversial remarks about the bor-
der in the House of Representatives
on May 31. Earlier, lawmakers had
also demanded that the prime minis-
ter respond to questions during dis-
cussions on the government’s policies
and programmes, but Shah had
ignored their demands.

“Members of parliament have been
raising this issue for a long time, and
it has come to my attention,” said
Speaker Aryal before directing the
prime minister to attend the House
and answer questions as per House of
Representatives Regulations, 2026.

Speaker Aryal clarified that each
parliamentary party will be guaran-
teed at least one question during the
direct question-and-answer session.
Up to 15 additional questions will be
selected according to the parties’
numerical strength in the House.
Lawmakers can submit written ques-
tions to the parliamentary secretariat
by 1 pm on Friday.

The dispute dates back to Shah’s
first appearance in the House of
Representatives on May 31, when he
answered questions after weeks of
pressure from opposition parties.
Responding to a question about Nepal-
India border disputes, Shah said
Nepal had also encroached on Indian
territory in several places, a state-
ment that immediately drew -criti-
cism.

“You may find this surprising, but I
too only recently learned, after becom-
ing prime minister, that Nepal has
encroached on Indian territory in
many places, not just India on Nepali
territory,” PM Shah had said while
addressing Parliament.

In response to Shah’s controversial
remarks, the opposition parties
demanded that Shah retract the state-
ment, provide evidence and clarify his
position in Parliament. They also pro-
tested against the Speaker’s handling
of the session, arguing that Shah’s
appearance had not followed the nor-
mal format of the monthly direct
question session.

The controversy has since led to
repeated deadlocks in the House. The
opposition parties had already been
demanding Shah’s presence after he
repeatedly skipped parliamentary dis-
cussions on the government’s policies
and programmes. The dispute intensi-
fied when the prime minister designat-

ed Finance Minister Swarnim Wagle to
respond to lawmakers on his behalf.

The latest ruling is therefore signif-
icant for both the government and the
Speaker. Aryal himself has faced crit-
icism from opposition lawmakers,
who have questioned whether he has
acted independently of the ruling
Rastriya Swatantra Party RSP), from
which he came to the Speaker’s post.
Critics said the opposition’s trust in
Aryal had weakened over his handling
of the dispute.

RSP Chairman Rabi Lamichhane,
General Secretary Bipin Acharya,
deputy parliamentary leader Ganesh
Parajuli and chief whip Kabindra
Burlakoti, among other senior leaders
were present at Monday’s meeting of
the House of Representatives.

CPN-UML parliamentary party dep-
uty leader Padma Kumari Aryal wel-
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Speaker DP Aryal

s

efore ruling, Aryal
twice visited the prime
minister’s office to urge
Shah to attend House.

_

comed Monday’s ruling. “The opposi-
tion has been seeking an answer on
the same issue in Parliament for a
long time. I want to thank the Speaker
again for issuing a ruling that ensures
an answer,” she said in the House.

The ruling party also welcomed the
development. RSP chief whip
Burlakoti said the Speaker had coordi-
nated with the prime minister and set
a date for his appearance.

“The Speaker took the initiative and
coordinated on this matter, and it has
now been decided that the prime min-
ister will come [to parliament] on
August 26,” said Burlakoti. “There had
been discussions and coordination,
and after today’s ruling the prime
minister will come to parliament and
move the matter forward.”

He said the ruling could help end
the dispute that had paralysed House
proceedings. “The initiative to resolve
the problem is positive,” he said, add-
ing that Shah’s busy schedule should
not prevent him from attending parlia-
ment.

A member of Shah’s secretariat
said the prime minister had already
been preparing to answer lawmakers.

>> Continued on page 2

Durgalal Shrestha, the ‘people’s poe

’ dies at 93

The poet, lyricist, playwright and language activist spent more than eight decades writing in a style that was simple enough for ordinary readers but deep enough to endure.

O HIMESH
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

Poet and lyricist Durgalal Shrestha,
one of the best-known poets of mod-
ern Nepal Bhasha literature, died at
his home in Budhanilkantha on
Sunday night. He was 93.

Kishan Sundar Malla, chancellor of
the Nepal Bhasha Academy and a
close associate of Shrestha, said the
poet’s death was a major loss to Nepal
Bhasha literature. “He was born to
write,” said Malla, describing
Shrestha as a son of Saraswati, the
Hindu goddess of learning.

Born in Nhyakatol in central
Kathmandu in Nepal Sambat 1057,
Shrestha was the son of Aashamoti
and Ganesh Lal. He entered the liter-
ary world by writing plays, and in
Nepal Sambat 1075, his poem
‘Santwana’ was published in
Dharmodaya magazine. He later
became best known as a poet, although
he was also a lyricist, playwright and
translator. In 2003, the Nepal Bhasha

Parishad conferred Shrestha with the
title of Janakavi—people’s poet.

Shrestha often recalled with pride
that he wrote, directed and acted in a
play in Nepal Bhasha when he was
only 11. Street theatre was common in
Kathmandu neighbourhoods at the
time, and the experience began his
long literary career.

Although he wrote poems, songs,
plays, essays and translations,
Shrestha became best known as a
poet. His writing earned him the title
Janakabi, or people’s poet, because his
language was accessible to ordinary
readers while carrying strong emo-
tions and ideas.

Essayist Ramesh Kaji Sthapit, who
followed Shrestha’s literary career
closely, said the most striking quality
of his poetry was its musicality. “His
poems were like songs,” said Sthapit.
Almost all could be sung because they
had rhythm and melody.

Shrestha’s first book ‘Chiniyamha
Kisicha’ was a collection of children’s
poems and became one of the best-sell-
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Durga Lal Shrestha passed away on Sunday night.

ing books published in Nepal Bhasha.
He went on to publish more than a

dozen collections of poems and songs.
His writing often dealt with national-

ism, language and community
advancement.

The veteran poet and lyricist also
wrote in Nepali. His song ‘Phoolko
Aankhama Phoolai Sansar’ remains
among his best-known works.

Sthapit said Shrestha’s work as a
playwright was often overshadowed
by his poetry and songs. “His pen per-
haps ran even faster for plays than for
poems,” he said. “His plays were
equally strong, but his identity as a
poet and lyricist covered them.”

For Shrestha, literature was also a
form of cultural activism. After Radio
Nepal stopped broadcasting news in
Nepal Bhasha in 1965, he became an
active participant in the movement
against the state’s one-language policy.
Literary conferences were organised
across Kathmandu Valley neighbour-
hoods for about a year against the poli-
cy, and Shrestha actively took part in
them. His poems and songs from that
period became part of the wider cam-
paign for recognition of Nepal Bhasha.

Shrestha remained active in organi-

sations devoted to Nepal Bhasha and
Newari cultural rights, and became a
founding member of Nepal Bhasa
Manka Khala.

Shrestha’s influence extended beyond
books. His neat handwriting became so
closely associated with him that a type
front was later named after him. His
poems and songs have travelled beyond
Nepal through translations.

Shresha’s funeral is scheduled for
Tuesday; colleagues, admirers and
members of the Nepal Bhasha com-
munity are expected to gather to pay
their final respects. His body will be
kept at the Nepal Bhasha Manka
Khala building in Bijeshwari before a
funeral procession and cremation at
Karnadeep.

For a literary community that saw
him as both a creator and an advocate,
Shrestha’s death marks the end of an
unusually long career—one that
began with a child’s neighbourhood
play and grew into a lifelong effort to
make language, literature and identi-
ty speak to ordinary people.
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TB treatment is free in Nepal,
but families face steep costs

The costs include medical tests, transportation, food, accommodation, and income lost due to illness.

O ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

Laxmi Chaudhary from Dhangadhi
Sub-metropolitan City in Kailali dis-
trict has been living in Kathmandu for
the past one year for treatment of
gland TB, medically known as tuber-
culous lymphadenitis.

The 54-year-old was referred to Bir
Hospital by doctors at Seti Provincial
Hospital in Dhangadhi after her con-
dition did not improve even after a
year of medication.

“In the initial stage, she used to
come to Kathmandu every month,”
said Dr Prajowl Shrestha, senior chest
physician and associate professor at
the National Academy of Medical
Sciences. “But when she ran out of
money, she decided to rent a room in
Kathmandu. Expenses were huge, as
she had to bring her family
members also.”

Although tuberculosis medicines
are provided free of charge in Nepal, a
new study shows that 51 percent of
households with a TB patient face cat-
astrophic costs due to the disease.

According to a report titled
‘Catastrophic Costs and
Impoverishment Among Tuberculosis-
Affected Households in Nepal: Results
from a National Patient Cost Survey,
free medicines and clinical services
alone are not enough to protect
TB-affected families from financial
hardship.

These costs include spending on
medical tests, transportation, food and
accommodation, as well income lost
due to illness.

“One in two TB-affected households
in Nepal face -catastrophic costs
despite free diagnosis and treatment,”
the report published recently in
Health Policy and Planning, a peer-re-
viewed international scientific jour-
nal published by Oxford University
Press, stated. “Drug-resistant TB
leaves three in four affected house-
holds facing catastrophic costs in
Nepal.”

Tuberculosis, or TB, is caused by
Mycobacterium tuberculosis, which
most commonly affects the lungs.

When people with pulmonary TB
cough, sneeze, or spit, they release TB
bacteria into the air, and people who
inhale them can become infected.

Along with medicines, the govern-
ment provides sputum testing and
chest x-rays free of charge for TB
diagnosis, but patients must pay out
of pocket for other investigations,
including CT scans, MRI scans, and
some laboratory tests, which can be
costly.

“Some TB patients also have to
undergo cerebrospinal fluid analysis,
tissue biopsies and pleural fluid tests,”
said Dr Shrestha, who is a principal
investigator of the study “These and
other tests do not come under the free
scheme.”

Besides the lungs, TB can affect
other parts of the body, including the
lymph nodes, bones and joints, brain,
kidneys, urinary tract, abdomen,
intestines, liver, spleen, reproductive
organs, skin and eyes, and multiple
tests are required to diagnose the ail-
ments, Shrestha said.

The study, which included 1,000
patients enrolled in the National
Tuberculosis Programme, found that
the financial burden was primarily
driven by direct non-medical costs,
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which accounted for 44 percent of the
total costs.

Direct medical costs included out-
of-pocket payments for consultations,
laboratory tests, and medications.
Direct nonmedical costs comprised
expenditures for transportation, food,
accommodation, and nutritional sup-
plements or additional food.

Indirect costs, mainly income lost
due to illness and treatment, account-
ed for another 39 percent. Indirect
costs represented the economic value
of time lost due to illness and
care-seeking and were estimated
using the human-capital approach.

Total costs for the entire TB episode
were estimated by aggregating three
components: pretreatment costs,
intensive-phase costs, and continua-
tion-phase costs, according to the
report.

Of the total participants, over one-
third (36 percent) were the primary
income earner in their households.

“TB-related costs pushed 13 percent
of households below the poverty line,
increasing to 31 percent among DR-TB
households,” reads the report.

Overall, 35 percent of participants
reported borrowing money to cover
treatment-related expenses, including

42percent of those with drug-resistant
TB (DR-TB) and 31 percent of those
with drug-susceptible TB (DS-TB).

A smaller proportion had to sell
assets such as land, livestock or gold
jewellery to meet these expenses—5.7
percent of DS-TB patients and 7.7 per-
cent of DR-TB patients.

Nepal continues to face a substan-
tial TB burden. According to the latest
WHO estimates, around 67,000 people
developed TB in Nepal in 2024, equiva-
lent to an incidence rate of 227 cases
per 100,000 population. TB also caused
an estimated 16,000 deaths in the coun-
try that year-- 44 people every day.

Of the estimated 67,000 people who
developed TB in 2024, only 38,606 were
diagnosed and received treatment,
leaving a substantial number of
people with the disease undetected
and untreated. Health officials say
these missing cases pose a serious
challenge to controlling the further
spread of TB.

“Finding hidden cases in communi-
ties is the main challenge for us in
controlling tuberculosis,” said Dr
Bhuwan Paudel, director of the
National Tuberculosis Control Centre.
“Despite various efforts, we have not
been able to detect all the estimated
TB patients.”

Nepal has committed to ending TB
through the WHO End TB Strategy by
2035. But the National Prevalence
Survey carried out in 2018-19 with the
technical and financial support from
the WHO showed that the country is
“not on track’ to meet the target.

The survey estimated that 117,000
people were living with TB at the time.

Nepal started providing TB treat-
ment some 93 years ago, but it contin-
ues to remain one of the major public
health burdens.

Dr Shrestha said Chaudhary needs
extended treatment, which could last
several months, and he must remain
under close supervision by medical
personnel.

“I have already spent all I could in
my treatment,” Shrestha quoted
Chaudhary as complaining. “Now,
there is no one in my village to pro-
vide additional loans either.”

The world’s poorest
children are paying
the price of Iran war

>> Continued from page 1

“The Iran war is likely going to force
millions of children out of school and
could force millions of children to
make the decision not to enroll in the
first place,” said Sabrina Hervey of
the Qatar-based Education Above All
Foundation.

Some children in Southeast Asia
are dropping out of school to work.

Ly, 16, and her sister Nhi, 13, two of
nine children from a fishing family on
Vietnam’s rocky northern coast, have
long drifted in and out of school as the
family struggled to make ends meet.

They are identified by their first
names only because of Vietnamese
laws protecting vulnerable minors.

Their father lost his fishing job
after the war pushed diesel prices so
high that boat owners could not afford
to go out to sea. Already burdened by
debt, the family was surviving on his
odd jobs. It wasn’t enough to keep all
nine children fed and in school.

The girls dropped out of school and
moved to Vietnam’s capital Hanoi to
work long hours in a restaurant,
where they were exposed to sharp
tools, hot surfaces and heavy lifting.

For 13-year-old Nhi it was also ille-
gal because of child labor laws.

In April, the Hanoi-based nonprofit
Blue Dragon Children’s Foundation
intervened and the two returned to
school.

The war’s impact has unfolded slow-
ly but is devastating, said Michael
Brosowski with the foundation.

When families reach a financial
breaking point, they tend to go into
triage—keeping some children
enrolled while pulling others out to
work, he said. The children not in
school are far more vulnerable to
exploitation, trafficking and home-
lessness.

“It’s the tipping point for a lot of
families,” Brosowski said.

Higher fuel prices are driving up
costs of nearly every part of educa-
tion, from getting students and teach-
ers to school to stocking classrooms
with pencils and chalk. It’s more
expensive for teachers and aid work-
ers to reach remote communities.
Governments are also grappling with
rising food and energy bills, leaving

less money for education.

In Cambodia, everything already
costs more on Tonle Sap since supplies
have to be brought in by boat.

“Even the electricity to run this lab
is 10 times higher,” said Samphors
Vorn of the nonprofit Aide et Action,
which supports the school.

Iran war disrupts

education worldwide

Developing countries reliant on
imported energy have been the most
exposed to disruptions from the war.
Rising fertilizer costs and falling
remittances also are straining these
smaller economies.

The war is threatening years of
progress in education and poverty
reduction in Bangladesh, whose econ-
omy already was under strain.

Pressure on the government’s
finances, driven by rising costs for
fuel and subsidies, could leave it with
less money to spend on health care
and education, warned a report by the
U.N. Development Programme.

In some South Asian nations, girls
are likely to be affected more because
families tend to prioritize sons, said
Arshad Malik of the nonprofit Save
the Children International. Economic
hardships could mean more girls
dropping out of school and an increase
in child marriages, he said.

South Asia accounts for 45% of the
world’s child brides, the highest share
of any region, according to UNICEF.

More than 466 million children
worldwide receive at least one meal a
day at school, according to the U.N.
World Food Programme. These meals
help keep children in school, improve
their ability to learn and concentrate,
and support healthy brain develop-
ment. Such programs also could come
under pressure as the conflict dis-
rupts fertilizer shipments and raises
transport costs, especially in coun-
tries in West and Central Africa that
rely heavily on imported food, said
Hervey, with Education Above All.

Across northern Nigeria, it is
becoming more common for children
to relapse into malnutrition, accord-
ing to local health and aid workers.

“I'm really afraid to see what’s
going to happen,” Hervey said.

Finance Ministry sitting on MCA-Nepal’s

request for project term extensi

Millennium Challenge Account Nepal (MCA-Nepal)
Electricity Transmission Project

Groundbreaking Event

i Substations and Transmission Lines

PHOTO: COURTESY OF MCA-NEPAL

US Chargé d’Affaires a.i. Scott Urbom (second from left) hands over a shovel to a construction
company at the groundbreaking event for a substation at Ratmate, Nuwakot on June 10.

>> Continued from page 1

“First, the MCC headquarters itself is
positive because our reasons are
grounded and valid. Second, the
Trump administration has introduced
a new law that permits a one year
term extension to the projects cur-
rently in operation in four countries,”

the official said. MCA-Nepal is a gov-
ernment agency set up to manage the
MCC Compact in Nepal.

The five-year compact was signed
between the government of Nepal and
MCC in September 2017. The US ini-
tially committed $500 million in
grants, while Nepal agreed to contrib-

on

ute $150 million, which was later
jacked up to $197 million. The total
investment in two projects has there-
fore reached $697 million. The MCC
board had also agreed to provide an
additional $50 million to cover a fund-
ing gap, potentially taking the total
value of the compact to $747 million.

Dragged in controversy, the com-
pact was ratified from the House of
Representatives in February 2022 and
entered into force on August 30, 2023.

MCA-Nepal is seeking more time
mainly because of delays in getting
the projects off the ground. But offi-
cials say implementation continues to
face problems, especially in the trans-
mission line project.

The road project is progressing
smoothly, they said. But the transmis-
sion line project has been held up by
problems with land acquisition, com-
pensation, construction quality and
compliance with environmental rules.

Construction of substations has
also raised quality concerns. Many
people have yet to receive compensa-
tion for their land acquired for the
transmission line’s right of way,
according to officials. “So far compen-
sation has been distributed for only 18
km of the transmission

The British School

line’s right of way,” an offi-
cial told the Post, adding,
“how can contractors start
work until they get the site

The British School Kathmandu is seeking to recruit dynamic,
creative, and caring staff members who are committed to the pursuit of excellence in
an exciting and unique international school environment.

TBS is a culturally diverse international school, representing students from 30
different countries around the world. We are inviting applications for the following
position for the academic year 2026/27.

clearance.”

“Land acquisition is still
facing hurdles and has not
been resolved despite a
large team and resources
being mobilised on the
ground,” an official who
regularly monitors the

MCC projects from both the
centre and the field.

“The way compensation

Required Number : 1

Bachelor's degree.

VACANCIES
Job Title Qualification Experience
Thinking Skills Recognised teaching | Beginners may apply for this job.
Teacher qualification and a Strong knowledge and

understanding of effective
formative and summative

British school, or a school
delivering a British-style
curriculum, is desirable.

assessment. Experience in a

is being provided to affect-
ed families and land own-
ers under the MCC project
could create problems for
future transmission line
projects. We may not be
able to afford similar levels
of compensation in other
projects,” the official said.

Indian army chiet
conferred honorary
general of Nepali Army

General Dhiraj Seth will call on Prime Minister

Balendra Shah Tuesday, sources say.

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

Indian Army Chief General Dhiraj
Seth has been conferred the honorary
rank of General of the Nepali Army
by President Ramchandra Paudel dur-
ing a ceremony at Sheetal Niwas on
Monday.

The event was attended by Vice
President Ramsahay Prasad Yadav,
Foreign Minister Shisir Khanal, Chief
Secretary Govinda Bahadur Karki,
and Chief of Army Staff Ashok Raj
Sigdel, alongside former army chiefs.
Prime Minister Balendra Shah, who
currently holds the defence portfolio,
was absent. According to sources at
the prime minister’s office, General
Seth is scheduled to meet Prime
Minister Shah on Tuesday.

Please submit a letter of application, TBS Application Form (available in website) & CV
to the Human Resource Department at recruitment@tbs.edu.np by Monday, 24th
August 2026. Early applications are encouraged.

The British School Kathmandu is committed to safeguarding children and
young people. All post holders are subject to appropriate vetting procedures,
including checks with past employers, a satisfactory Disclosure and Barring
Service check, a Prohibition Order Check, and the successful application of an
ICPC (International Child Protection Certificate). Our safeguarding and safer
recruitment policies are shared with all prospective candidates.

The British School Kathmandu is committed to creating a safe, respectful, and
inclusive school environment where all students and staff can be happy,
confident, and resilient, irrespective of any protected characteristics,
including those identified in the Equality Act 2010.
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Indian Army Chief General Seth at the investiture ceremony at President’s Office, Kathmandu.

Official records at Nepali Army
Headquarters show that the tradition
of conferring the honorary rank of
general on each other’s army chiefs
began in 1950. However, military histo-
rians trace the practice back to the era
of Rana Prime Minister Bir Shumsher.
Military officials note that this tradi-
tion reflects strong military and polit-
ical ties, though it has been paused
during past diplomatic strains, such
as the 1989 blockade when planned
visits were omitted.

Army Spokesperson Rajaram
Basnet highlighted the significance of
the tradition, describing it as a reflec-
tion of deep-rooted connections. “This
unique tradition represents the conti-
nuity of cultural, religious, historical,
and friendly military relations
between Nepal and India,” said
Basnet. He added that General Seth
paid tribute to brave soldiers at the
Army Pavilion in Tundikhel and
inspected a guard of honour at Army
Headquarters, where he also handed
over military and medical supplies
provided under military assistance.

Earlier on Monday, General Seth
held a courtesy meeting with Chief of
Army Staff Sigdel to discuss mutual
interests and bilateral military rela-
tions. During his three-day visit,
General Seth will address trainees at
the Army Command and Staff College
in Shivapuri, interact with instruc-
tors and foreign trainees, and attend a
gathering of former Gurkha soldiers
in Pokhara before returning home.

Opposition sees
Speaker's ruling as a
win for accountability

>> Continued from page 1

“The prime minister had been prepar-
ing to answer lawmakers’ questions
this time. The process of collecting
written questions and preparing
responses was under way,” the official
said. “After the Speaker issued the
ruling, the prime minister will attend
the House.”

Nepali Congress whip Nishcal Rai
said Prime Minister Shah must use
the opportunity to answer lawmakers’
questions and address the controversy
over his earlier remarks. He credited
the Speaker with helping hold execu-
tive accountability to parliament.

“We wanted the Speaker to issue
such a ruling,” Rai said. “The Speaker
has a primary responsibility to uphold
parliament’s dignity and plays a key
role in holding the executive account-
able to the legislature.” Rai said oppo-
sition lawmakers had ended their pro-
test because they had faith in the
office of the Speaker. “We believe the
prime minister will attend parliament
as instructed by the Speaker, clarify
his earlier remarks and, we hope, cor-
rect or withdraw them from the
record,” he said.

The government’s willingness to
have Shah attend Parliament could
ease a dispute that has dominated
House proceedings since his first
appearance. But Monday’s ruling also
highlights how difficult it has been to
enforce parliamentary procedures
that require the prime minister to
answer lawmakers’ questions
regularly.

Before issuing the ruling, Aryal had
twice visited the prime minister’s
office to meet Shah and urge him to
appear in parliament.

According to people familiar with
those meetings, the Speaker told the
prime minister that it would be better
for him to appear in person and
answer lawmakers’ questions. Shah
did not set a date, responding only
that he would attend at an
appropriate time.

Former Parliament secretary-gen-
eral Manohar Prasad Bhattarai
said Speaker Aryal would not have
had to issue a ruling if Prime Minister
Shah had understood his responsibili-
ties and attended parliament
regularly.

“An accountable government must
answer questions raised by elected
representatives in Parliament. This
should not have needed to be said,”
said Bhattarai.

Bhattarai said it would be good par-
liamentary practice for Shah to
address national and international
issues in the House. “The prime min-
ister cannot ignore Parliament. He
must be accountable to the House
under the Constitution, parliamenta-
ry rules, practices, and conventions,”
he said.
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Concerns over interference
after PMO reviews Nepal
Telecom billing tender

The estimated Rsb hillion procurement has been delayed
by legal challenges and internal disputes.

O SAJANA BARAL
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

The prime minister’s office (PMO) has
begun examining the tender process
and technical specifications for Nepal
Telecom’s proposed new billing sys-
tem, prompting concerns within the
state-owned operator over what
employees describe as growing exter-
nal involvement in technical and pro-
curement decisions.

The information technology section
of the PMO instructed the Ministry of
Communications and Information
Technology on May 27 to provide docu-
ments related to the procurement, with
a copy sent to Nepal Telecom. The
requested records include procure-
ment documents, system design and
architecture diagrams, geographic
information system frameworks and
details of the company’s 4G/LTE oper-
ations. The review is being conducted
by an information technology study
task force under the PMO, according to
Hemraj Aryal, PMO spokesman.

“Our IT study task force is reviewing
the issues related with the billing sys-
tem,” Aryal told Kantipur. “However, a
comprehensive report detailing specific
findings has not yet been submitted.
Detailed insights will be accessible once
the task force concludes its evaluation.”

Aryal said the review was a routine
assessment and was not intended to
interfere with Nepal Telecom’s pro-
curement or operations. “It is merely
a standard study intended to assess the
overall status of public information
technology infrastructure,” he said.
“The task force was previously consti-
tuted to review various IT systems
across state organs. This routine assess-
ment is unlikely to halt or impede Nepal
Telecom’s ongoing operational proce-
dures.” The explanation has done little
to ease concerns among senior Nepal
Telecom officials, who argue that deci-
sions involving the company’s core
systems should be guided by estab-
lished technical and procurement pro-
cesses rather than political or admin-
istrative intervention.

The scrutiny comes as Nepal
Telecom prepares fresh tender docu-
ments for a new billing system esti-
mated to cost around Rs5 billion.
Previous attempts to procure the sys-
tem were stalled by legal challenges,
complaints over tender specifications
and administrative decisions.

The company’s board has recently
delegated full authority to the manag-
ing director to execute the procure-
ment, apparently to streamline deci-
sion-making and prevent further delays.

Nepal Telecom joint spokesperson
Prakschet Thapa Chhetri said prepa-
rations for the revised tender were
under way.

“Our technical team is working
intensively. Given the intricate and
highly sensitive nature of this procure-
ment, thorough preparation is manda-
tory,” he said. “Once finalised, the
details will be released transparently
into the public domain. We view the
prime minister’s office’s interest as a
constructive and supportive gesture.”

Dispute over splitting the system

The latest scrutiny followed a request
from the IT study task force for histor-
ical and current records relating to
Nepal Telecom’s billing and other sys-
tems. The company initially submit-
ted digital copies of tender documents

by email, but officials at Singha
Durbar later asked telecom represent-
atives to provide physical copies.“The
tender documents were already avail-
able publicly on the Public
Procurement Monitoring Office web-
site,” said an employee familiar with
the process, speaking on condition of
anonymity. “Yet, after being pressured
by central officials, our staff spent
hours photocopying thousands of
pages of technical archives.”

The request has also revived an ear-
lier debate over whether Nepal
Telecom should procure the billing
system as a single integrated platform
or split it into separate contracts.
According to telecom officials, the
Ministry of Communications and
Information Technology, reflecting
views from the prime minister’s office,
initially favoured separating the sys-
tem’s software and hardware, with
part of the software to be potentially
developed by domestic companies.

Under the proposed model, Nepal
Telecom would retain the Online
Charging System (OCS) and hardware
infrastructure, while the Business
Support System (BSS) would be pro-
cured or developed separately.

The proposal met resistance from
Nepal Telecom’s management and
employee unions, who argued that the
billing platform is not simply a com-
mercial software application but a
core telecommunications system
closely linked to customer identities,
SIM registration, international roam-
ing and real-time usage information.
Separating the integrated system,
they said, could create gaps in respon-
sibility during failures and increase
security and operational risks.

“This infrastructure integrates
international roaming protocols, real-
time location tracking, and critical
socio-economic indicators,” said
Lokendra Paneru, general secretary
of the Nepal Telecom Workers’ Union.
“It handles live profiles and data
streams involving everyone, from
high-ranking government officials to
ordinary citizens. Approaching it cas-
ually poses immense national risks.”

Telecom engineers have similarly
argued that the OCS and BSS, while
performing different functions, oper-
ate within an integrated architecture
and require coordinated hardware,
software and technical support.

Following technical briefings from
Nepal Telecom, officials at the prime
minister’s office have reportedly sof-
tened their earlier position.

A senior PMO official, speaking on
condition of anonymity, acknowl-
edged that separate procurement had
previously been proposed.

“A joint proposal had previously
been drafted by ministry leadership
and prime minister’s advisers recom-
mending the split procurement
model,” the official said. “However,
Nepal Telecom’s technical team main-
tained a firm stance that breaking up
an integrated architecture creates
severe accountability gaps during sys-
tem failures.” The dispute has thus
moved beyond whether the govern-
ment should scrutinise a major public
procurement. It has raised a broader
question over how far administrative
oversight should extend into technical
decisions at a state-owned telecommu-
nications operator, particularly as
delays could jeopardise the replace-
ment of an ageing system.

The trouble with sexuality education in
Nepal is too much of it goes untaught

Though itis part of curriculum through grade 8, Comprehensive Sexuality Education is often reduced to a few chapters,
hampered by limited teacher training, and dropped from the compulsory curriculum just as adolescents enter teenage.

O AARYA CHAND
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

The girl had only asked a question.

Seema (name changed) was in grade
7 in Rithapata in Bhajang District,
when her teacher first explained that
human reproduction involved inter-
course, embryos and how bodies work.
She went home and asked her parents
about it. Her father slapped her. Then
he walked to the school and told the
teachers they were teaching his
daughter unnecessary things.

Sauriya Budhathoki, 17, a student
at Divya High School in Kathmandu,
had a different experience. She says
she was lucky because of one teacher.
A female English teacher at her school
took it upon herself to go beyond the
curriculum. “She told us that in her
time, they weren’t taught these things
so she wanted us to learn about it
early,” Sauriya said. But the subject
disappeared the following year. There
was no Health, Population and
Environment (HPE) in grade 9.

What the school didn’t teach her,
her older sister did—partially. What
she wishes had come earlier, and from
school, is simple: “Periods and bodily
changes, should have been explained
to us much earlier, rather from grade 5
or6.”

Two students, two different loca-
tions and entirely different education
about their own bodies. The difference
was not policy but luck: the particular
teacher, the particular school and the
particular year.

Seven years ago, Nepal’s education
officials made a series of public com-
mitments on Comprehensive
Sexuality Education (CSE). Lekha
Nath Poudel, then director general of
the Curriculum Development Centre,
said CSE would be introduced in phas-
es from grade 1, while the Ministry of
Education said a mandatory policy
was forthcoming. At the time, interna-
tional organisations including
UNESCO, UNFPA and UN Women
were also running a pilot programme
in Bajura, Achham, Sunsari, Rautahat
and Sarlahi districts.

Seven years later, the gap between
those commitments and what students
experience in classrooms remains
wide. CSE content is incorporated into
the curriculum through grade 8, but
much of it appears only in one or two
chapters and remains limited in scope,
leaving students with only surface
level understanding.

At grades 9 and 10, when adoles-
cents are navigating puberty, relation-
ships, Health, Physical Education
remains an optional subject. Teachers
and experts say CSE remains limited
and heavily dependent on support
from international organisations,
while lessons are often skipped in
classrooms.

The curriculum does cover these
topics, on paper. For grades 1 to 3,
age-appropriate topics like good touch
and bad touch, family and personal
hygiene are included in Hamro
Serofero, the interdisciplinary subject
that covers surroundings, social stud-
ies, and science. From grade 4, CSE is
incorporated into Health, Physical
Education and Creative Arts as a com-
pulsory subject, with three credit
hours per week. “Grade 6 has a dedi-
cated unit on Sexual and Reproductive
Health,” said Kamal Prasad Mishra, a
curriculum officer at the CDC. “Grade
7 introduced LGBTQI+ content. Grade
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Teachers attending a Training of Trainers programme on Comprehensive Sexuality Education.
The training was conducted with the support of UNFPA and KOICA through FPAN.

8 covers puberty, menstruation and
nocturnal emissions.”

At grades 9 and 10, where four cred-
it hours are allocated, the subject
becomes optional.

“The content exists just in defini-
tions and delivery remains surface-lev-
el, a topic here and there, rarely enough
to give students a real framework,”’said
Meena Sharma, chairperson of
Institute of Human Rights
Communication Nepal (IHRICON), a
human rights organisation.

The decision to make Health option-
al at the secondary level was made by
the National Curriculum Development
and Evaluation Council, chaired by
then federal education minister, part-
ly because students were considered
overloaded. The practical consequenc-
es play out not in policy documents
but in staffing rosters. Because the
subject is not compulsory, many
schools have no dedicated teaching
position for it.

Prabin Khadka, youth and CSE man-
ager at the Family Planning Association
of Nepal, said teachers of subjects such
as mathematics or English are often
asked to teach CSE despite lacking the
necessary competence.

At Manakamana Secondary School
in Harion, Sarlahi, Mina Dhungana
Baral, a Social Studies teacher teaches
HPE in grade 8 despite it not being her
area of expertise. She has received no
formal CSE training. “I think Science
teachers would be better equipped to
teach the technical details of repro-
ductive health and gender identity
than I am,” she said.

She has nevertheless found ways to
teach the subject. Students are curi-
ous but often hesitant to ask ques-
tions. She said teachers have to find or
create their own materials and need
formal training on how to approach
sensitive topics.

Her principal, NT Lama, said the
school had received neither adequate
materials nor training from the gov-
ernment. He has noticed students
becoming visibly uncomfortable when
lessons on consent or reproductive
health come up.

“If we had been teaching them this
content from a young age, they would
not be reacting that way,” he said.

It is a problem the government says
it is working to fix. Ram Chandra
Dhakal of the Centre for Education

and Human Resource Development
(CEHRD), said his office runs a one-
month certification programme for
HPE teachers in grades 4 to 8 and a
customised five-day programme.
Ministry of Education spokesperson
Shree Prasad Bhattarai said 1,500
teachers are benefiting from the latter.

A more targeted intervention came
this year in the form of a Training of
Trainers conducted in collaboration
with FPAN and supported by UNFPA
through KOICA, the Korean aid agen-
cy. Dhakal said CEHRD coordinated
with Education Training Centres
across all seven provinces to invite
participants. Of the twenty-five teach-
ers invited, 24 teachers came from
across the country, which has around
26,000 community schools. And the
training is not held annually, because
it depends on funding.

What happens after teachers return
to their classrooms is also unclear.
Dhakal said monitoring falls to local
governments. Mishra said the CDC is
primarily occupied with curriculum
development and lacks the resources
for consistent field feedback.

The reasons teachers skip CSE les-
sons are not difficult to find. Khadka
said hesitation is one of the most per-
sistent barriers.

“Local teachers often find it diffi-
cult to teach these topics as students
who are their relatives or neighbours
are in the same class,” he said.

In provinces like Sudurpaschim,
superstitions around menstruation
make the subject harder still. Parents,
he said, often believe CSE is only
about sexual relationships and fear it
will lead children towards “immoral
behaviour”. “In reality, CSE covers
gender-based violence prevention,
communication skills and life skills.”

A 2025 Nepali study on CSE delivery
in schools found the same pattern.
Teachers often focused on abstinence
rather than factual information.
Students were left with questions
because teachers were too uncomfort-
able to discuss the topic openly. Its
title captured what students them-
selves reported: “The teacher himself
feels shy, so how can we ask questions
to him?”

Sharma, who has conducted field-
work across Karnali, Madhesh and
Sudurpaschim provinces, described
what that hesitation looks like from

the other side of the classroom. In
Madhesh, she said, teachers often
laugh the subject off. In Baitadi, she
documented a case where a mathemat-
ics teacher would reach into female
students’ pockets under the pretext of
looking for chocolates or erasers. The
students said nothing. They were
weak in mathematics and afraid.
“There was no complaint mecha-
nism,” she said. “At the same time,
they had no word for what actually
happened to them. They were not
aware of the concept of good touch or
bad touch and consent.”

The consequences of that gap show
up in the data. A recent report by the
Centre for Research on Environment
Health and Population Activities
found that even as Nepal reduced ado-
lescent pregnancy nationally, from 56
percent to 14 percent between 2001 and
2022, Madhesh and Karnali recorded
the highest rates throughout the
entire period. They are the same prov-
inces where Sharma says CSE deliv-
ery is weakest.

The classrooms themselves com-
pound the problem. In regions like
Karnali and Sudurpaschim, signifi-
cant age gaps exist within a single
grade, a 13-year-old sitting beside an
18-year-old who has returned from
working in India. Their needs, their
exposure and their understanding of
what CSE content means are entirely
different. “Schools must create safe
spaces,” Sharma said. “But they are
not equipped to.”

With internet penetration in Nepal
now above 80 percent, students are not
waiting for the next class to find
answers. “Curious minds need more
than just lectures,” she said. “They
need audio-visual methods to be
impactful. Students often have
half-knowledge and explore other
options because HPE classes aren’t as
regular as Math or Science.”

For many students, there is nowhere
to turn when something goes wrong.
According to Nepal Police data, an
average of seven to eight rape cases
are reported every day in the country,
roughly 2,200 to 2,300 cases annually.
In the fiscal year 2017-18, 64 percent of
rape victims were girls below age 18. It
was partly in response to this that
Nepal Policelaunched the Community-
Police Partnership programme in
2018. Abi Narayan Kafle, spokesperson
for Nepal Police, confirmed the pro-
gramme is still ongoing, with Police-
School Liaison Committees estab-
lished across the country. Through it,
officers visit schools to teach students
about sexual harassment, good touch
and bad touch, and rape prevention.
But the programme operates under
the Ministry of Home Affairs, not the
Ministry of Education and a police
awareness programme, however
well-intentioned, is not a substitute
for a compulsory curriculum.

Mishra at CDC was direct about the
limits of what his office can do. “It
happens through stakeholder pres-
sure: from students, teachers and soci-
ety. It is a matter for the Ministry and
political leadership.” He added: “I per-
sonally feel it would be good if HPE
were compulsory for grades 9-10 as
well. However, this won’t happen just
because I say so.”

Sharma disagreed with that
approach. “It is better to invest in
health education early than to spend
on health services later,” she said. “It
should be made mandatory.”

Thapa faction presses ahead with Congress convention despite Deuba camp’s legal challenge

Party president Gagan Thapa insists the October 2-5 convention will proceed as planned as the rival faction seeks a court order to halt the process pending a Supreme Court review.

O KUL CHANDRA NEUPANE
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

The Nepali Congress establishment
faction led by party president Gagan
Thapa has decided to proceed with the
party’s 15th General Convention on
October 2-5, rejecting the rival Sher
Bahadur Deuba faction’s demand to
suspend the process pending a
Supreme Court review.

The Central Working Committee
concluded its meeting on Monday
after discussing the convention sched-
ule and the party’s legal status follow-
ing the apex court’s decision to review
an earlier ruling that had validated
Thapa’s presidency. The formal deci-
sion on the convention schedule will
be announced on Tuesday.

Thapa said the party was constitu-
tionally and legally bound to proceed
with the convention.

“The convention will be held in
October. There is no question of delay-
ing it,” Thapa told reporters. “The
process starts tomorrow, and we want
every ward to take part. If anyone
responsible for organising the process
tries to obstruct it, we will assign the
responsibility to someone else. The
convention will not stop.”

The Deuba faction, however, says
the convention process should remain
suspended until the Supreme Court
settles the legal dispute over the par-
ty’s leadership.

The Supreme Court on August 6
ordered a review of its earlier deci-

sion validating the Special General
Convention and Thapa’s leadership,
giving the Deuba faction new leverage
in its challenge to the current party
structure.

Congress leader NP Saud said the
party should not take decisions with
potentially far-reaching consequences
while the court is reconsidering the
earlier ruling.

“The review means the dispute is
still before the court, so the party
should not take steps that could funda-
mentally alter the situation,” Saud
said. “If the establishment faction
proceeds unilaterally, we will seek an
interim order from the court.”

Thapa rejected the argument that
the Supreme Court’s review order pre-
vents the party from proceeding with
its internal affairs.

“The court will deal with the legal
questions, while the party must deal
with its organisational affairs,” Thapa
said. “The review will determine
whether the earlier judgment was con-
sistent with the constitution and the
law. It does not mean the court will
decide how the party should conduct
its internal politics.”

The dispute has deepened a split
that has been building since the par-
ty’s Special General Convention in
January and has now widened into a
contest over who has the authority to
convene the next regular convention.

The Deuba faction, which met at
Chundevi, has declared that the 15th
General Convention must be organ-

.
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Some Congress leaders have urged Thapa and Deuba to resolve the issue through dialogue.

ised by the 14th Central Working
Committee under Deuba’s leadership.
It has rejected the Special General
Convention and the Central
Working Committee elected by it as
unconstitutional.

But the faction itself is divided over
how far it should go in challenging
Thapa’s leadership.

Senior leader Shashank Koirala,
who led the Chundevi gathering, has
called for dialogue between Deuba and
Thapa and indicated that he is pre-
pared to recognise Thapa as party
president.

“I urged President Gagan Thapa to
stay in the leadership and bring every-
one together,” Koirala told reporters
on Monday. “If that is not possible, we
need to find another way forward. Our

gathering was about unity, not person-
al differences. The leadership should
sit down and resolve the dispute
through dialogue.”

Koirala’s position differs from the
formal resolutions adopted by the
Deuba faction, which recognise Deuba
as the party president and reject
Thapa’s leadership. The faction has
also placed Deuba’s nameplate at its
party contact office.

The disagreement over leadership
has been accompanied by differences
over the party’s position on religion.

The Deuba faction was unable to
release the final document from its
Chundevi gathering on Sunday after
leaders failed to agree on a provision
concerning religion, according to Min
Bishwakarma.

“Most issues were agreed upon, but
we could not reach a common position
on religion,” Bishwakarma said.
“Because there was no consensus, we
had to postpone the press conference
where we were supposed to release the
final document.”

The gathering had initially agreed
on 19 of 20 proposed points.
Disagreement centred on a provision
on religion. A subsequent five-point
proposal reflected Deuba’s preference
for promoting Sanatan religion as a
national identity and seeking changes
to the constitutional provision on sec-
ularism.

Senior leaders including Krishna
Prasad Sitaula, Bimalendra Nidhi,
Prakash Man Singh and Bishwakarma
opposed the revised proposal,
preventing the faction from reaching
consensus.

The internal differences have com-
plicated the Deuba faction’s attempt to
present a united challenge to Thapa’s
leadership.

The establishment faction had kept
its Central Working Committee meet-
ing running since August 9 while wait-
ing to see how the Deuba faction
would position itself after the
Chundevi gathering.

Thapa said the party had already
moved ahead through decisions taken
by the Special General Convention,
subsequent parliamentary processes
and updates to the party’s legal and
organisational framework.

He also criticised Deuba for return-

ing to active party politics after step-
ping down from the leadership on
October 14, 2025, saying his former
allies were now drawing him back into
an internal power struggle.

“The Central Working Committee
gave you a respectful farewell, and we
were proud of your contribution,”
Thapa said, addressing Deuba. “But
some people came back and told you
that previous positions would be
restored or that you should still be
treated as president. Before you
returned, none of them had raised
these issues.”

Thapa said Deuba would be given
due respect as a former party presi-
dent during the 15th General
Convention, but rejected the political
significance of the Chundevi resolu-
tions.

“Party policy is decided by the
Mahasamiti, General Convention or
Special General Convention,” he said.
“Decisions taken at an informal gath-
ering cannot change the party’s con-
stitution or official policy.”

General secretary Pradeep Paudel
also criticised Deuba for aligning him-
self with the faction rather than help-
ing resolve the dispute.

“We expected the former president to
return as a referee, but he came back
wearing the jersey of one side,” Paudel
said. “That has made reconciliation
more difficult. Instead of weakening the
party, he should come to the party office
at Sanepa, help strengthen it and take
part in shaping its policies.”
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OUR VIEW
Protect the private sector

Declaration about the Industrial Security Force must
translate into protection on the ground.

The private sector has long served as the primary engine of the
Nepali economy, generating approximately 86 percent of jobs and
contributing roughly 81.55 percent to the national output. Yet, for
decades, commercial enterprises have borne the brunt of broader
political instability and social grievances, routinely finding them-
selves the first targets of arson, extortion and looting. Against
this backdrop, the Government of Nepal’s recent decision to
revive the Industrial Security Force (ISF) under the newly
launched Private Investment Protection and Promotion Strategy
is a welcome move.

Albeit late, the strategy represents the Balen Shah administra-
tion’s pragmatic shift towards acknowledging that capital accu-
mulation cannot flourish if the physical security of enterprises is
compromised. After recurring instances of civil unrest—most
notably the Gen Z movement of September, which inflicted losses
exceeding Rs84 billion to private businesses across the country,
and the more recent arson of enterprises in Golbazar, Siraha,
towards the end of July—the government seems to be attempting
to rebuild the shattered confidence of the business community.
This is also in line with PM Shah’s meeting with leaders of the
business community on July 8.

The historical precedent of the ISF is deeply discouraging. The
Armed Police Force personnel initially deployed under the ISF
concept in 2012 were permanently redeployed to border regions
during the Covid-19 pandemic and never returned to their indus-
trial posts. This security vacuum, even after the pandemic ended,
left major industrial corridors completely vulnerable, inducing a
climate of persistent risk that stagnated private investment
growth at a dismal 0.2 percent in the last fiscal year.

While declaring industrial zones as ‘peace zones’ and establish-
ing rapid-response teams are commendable policy steps, such
strategic formulation alone will not assuage the deep-seated inves-
tor scepticism. Timely amendments to laws such as the Industrial
Enterprises Act, the Foreign Investment and Technology Transfer
Act, and the Special Economic Zone Act also help the cause by
demonstrating commendable legislative intent. However, the intro-
duction of security strategies remains mere symbolism until the
government demonstrates a resolute zero-tolerance stance against
offenders through actual prosecution and punishment. The Shah
administration’s ambitious economic targets—expanding the
national economy to nearly $100 billion, raising per capita income
to $3,000, and maintaining an average annual growth rate of 7 per-
cent—will remain entirely unachievable if the state fails to guaran-
tee basic property rights and physical safety.

To convert the strategic initiative of ISF into a tangible econom-
ic catalyst, the Shah government must focus on decisive, mul-
ti-layered execution. First, the deployment of the revived security
force must be institutionalised through dedicated, permanent
units, ensuring that personnel are never again diverted to auxilia-
ry state duties during crises. Second, the state must establish a
clear legal precedent of accountability. Legal proceedings against
individuals involved in commercial vandalism must be swift, res-
olute and transparent, ending the decades-long culture of impuni-
ty that has surrounded targeted attacks on private enterprises.

Furthermore, the government should swiftly operationalise the
proposed joint coordination and facilitation committee compris-
ing state officials and private-sector representatives. It is incum-
bent that this framework empowers business leaders to directly
highlight emerging security vulnerabilities before localised pro-
tests escalate into destructive violence. Combining these security
measures with proactive administrative relief—such as stream-
lining relocation permits through Initial Environmental
Examinations for damaged businesses and granting targeted tax,
fee, or penalty waivers for struggling firms—will provide immedi-
ate support to the commercial landscape. Ultimately, policy decla-
rations must translate into tangible protection on the ground.
Only by guaranteeing a safe, predictable and resilient operational
environment can Nepal inspire domestic enterprise, attract for-
eign direct investment, and place its national economy on a sus-
tainable trajectory toward long-term prosperity.

THEIR VIEW
Forests in peril

Government must stop seeing forests as isolated
patches of land and protect them.

The degree of indifference and neglect seen from the authorities
when it comes to saving our forests is unacceptable and alarming,
considering the accelerating rate of deforestation across the country.
According to Global Forest Watch, Bangladesh lost around 9.4 thou-
sand hectares of humid primary forest between 2002 and 2025.
Additionally, the country’s humid primary forests shrank by 10 per-
cent over two decades. Despite such alarming data, we do not see
enough coordinated institutional efforts to save our forests, even
though Bangladesh does not lack relevant laws or institutions.

A recent story published by this daily illustrates how illegal sand
extraction and encroachment have deepened the damage in an
already depleted Garjan Forest in Cox’s Bazar. The Paglir Bil Road
area, located about 2.5 kilometres southeast of Dulahazara Bazar in
Chakaria upazila, was once shaded by towering Garjan trees. Today;,
these trees have largely disappeared, replaced by wild shrubs and
smaller acacia trees. The Forest Department’s social forestry initia-
tive, introduced after 2012, has failed to yield positive results, largely
because the trees planted by locals are indiscriminately felled.

Meanwhile, despite visible sand extraction, government agencies
cannot seem to agree on who exactly is responsible for conservation
efforts in the area. Forest Department officials claim they cannot take
legal action for sand extraction as the area is not a reserved forest.
The district administration says that without the Department of
Environment’s (DoE) involvement, their hands are tied. Meanwhile,
the DoE said it had no scope to act under the existing soil and sand
management law in this case, alleging the district administration
held the jurisdiction to do so. Such confusion among concerned
authorities is deeply frustrating. If no government agency is willing
to take responsibility for a forest that is being depleted by truckloads,
what is the point of having multiple agencies tasked with ensuring
environmental protection?

Unfortunately, many forests across the country are withering away
due to illegal settlements, development projects, commercial ven-
tures, and other extractive activities. In many cases, politically con-
nected local actors exploit weak enforcement to continue operating
with impunity, as has been the case for Garjan Forest. We, therefore,
strongly urge the relevant authorities to come together and formulate
a plan to protect this forest from further exploitation and chart a
course of action for its restoration. It is high time the government at
large stopped seeing forests as isolated patches of land and began
treating them with the dignity and protection they deserve.

— The Daily Star (Bangladesh)/ANN

Building trust through tax

People are more willing to pay taxes when public resources are managed effectively and transparently.

VIDYADHAR MALLIK

The 2026-27 fiscal budget deserves
appreciation for one important reason.
Amid competing fiscal pressures and
slowing economic activity, it has com-
mitted to launching a second genera-
tion of tax reforms. The timing could
not be more appropriate. Nepal’s tax
system has reached a stage where
incremental changes are no longer suf-
ficient. What is now required is a com-
prehensive reform agenda that restores
public trust, promotes investment,
broadens the tax base, and prepares
the country for a rapidly changing
economy.

But despite all the promise and hype
around tax reforms with the change in
government, there are signals of policy
flip-flops, unpredictability, loss of trust,
and even backsliding of earlier
reforms. This is especially true with
the probability of introducing multiple
Value Added Tax (VAT) rates (for exam-
ple, a different rate of 5 percent on
electricity) and losing the fairness and
equity—both horizontal and vertical—
elements in the new tax tariffs or
administrative measures. Moreover,
the government has introduced several
new tax concessions and exemptions
(as summarised in sections 68 and 73 of
the Budget Speech 2083-84) despite the
promise of comprehensive application
of the tax regime to broaden the tax
base.

Nepal is not starting from scratch.
The country has already witnessed the
first generation of tax reforms in the
1990s. The reforms introduced in that
period had three landmark departures
from the earlier tax regime. First,
self-assessment in income taxation
shifted the relationship between tax-
payers and the tax administration from
official determination to voluntary
compliance. Second, the introduction
of a single-rate VAT, an input tax credit
mechanism, and a built-in self-policing
system created one of the most effi-
cient indirect tax structures. Third,
self-declaration in customs and excise
moved tax administration away from
excessive official discretion towards
greater trust in taxpayers.

These reforms were guided by a
simple philosophy: lower tax rates, a
broader tax base, and greater tax
equity. Moderate, universally applied
tax rates were expected to encourage
compliance, reduce tax evasion, and
generate higher revenues without dis-
couraging investment and economic
growth. For many years, this frame-

work served Nepal well.

The challenge today is not that the
original reforms were flawed, but that
their underlying principles have gradu-
ally been diluted. Over the years, sub-
stantive tax laws have increasingly
been amended through annual finance
acts. Frequent policy changes have
depleted trust in the tax system by
introducing uncertainty and unpre-
dictability, and have made long-term
business and investment decisions dif-
ficult. Equally concerning has been the
proliferation of tax exemptions and
concessions. Every exemption narrows
the tax base, creates opportunities for
leakage, and often rewards influence
rather than genuine economic merit.

At the same time, tax procedures
have failed to modernise to meet the
needs of a digital economy. Compliance
remains costly and cumbersome.
Excessive paperwork, multiple report-
ing requirements, and outdated admin-
istrative practices increase the cost of
doing business. These weaknesses have
adversely affected investment, produc-
tivity, growth and employment.

Tax Reform 2.0 must, therefore,
begin by restoring trust. No tax system
can function efficiently unless taxpay-
ers have confidence that tax laws are
predictable, fairly administered and
consistently applied. Predictability,
policy stability, impartial administra-
tion and transparency should become
the cornerstones of Nepal’s tax system.

Tax administration itself requires
fundamental modernisation. Paperless
and contactless procedures should
become the norm. Full self-assessment,
supported by risk-based audits and digi-
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tal verification, can significantly reduce
compliance costs while improving
administrative efficiency. Honest tax-
payers should find compliance easier,
while deliberate non-compliance should
become increasingly difficult through
intelligent data analysis rather than
excessive physical enforcement.

A comprehensive review of tax
exemptions is equally essential. Most
concessions should either be eliminat-
ed or subjected to transparent public
disclosure through annual tax expendi-
ture statements. Tax equity must guide
reform once again. Horizontal equity
requires taxpayers with similar eco-
nomic capacity to bear similar tax bur-
dens. Vertical equity demands protec-
tion of lower-income households from
excessive tax incidence. Where envi-
ronmental taxes such as carbon taxes
are introduced, targeted budgetary
compensation should protect poorer
households from their regressive
effects.

Digital economic activities should be
brought under a tax framework by sub-
jecting such transactions to both direct
and indirect taxes based upon emerg-
ing international practices. Likewise,
informal businesses should gradually
be integrated into the formal tax sys-
tem initially at low tax rates and with
simplified procedures to formalise the
economy and expand the tax base.

Technology should become the back-
bone of modern tax administration.
Integrated databases capable of com-
municating with banking systems,
business registries and other govern-
ment databases can verify transactions
intelligently while reducing unneces-

sary compliance costs. Artificial intel-
ligence and advanced analytics can
improve audit selection, detect fraud
and strengthen revenue administra-
tion. Such modernisation requires sus-
tained investment in reliable hardware,
secure software and skilled human
resources.

Tax reform must also reflect Nepal’s
federal governance structure. Tax pro-
cedures should be harmonised across
federal, provincial and local govern-
ments to provide an integrated nation-
wide tax framework to the taxpayers.
Double taxation of the same transac-
tion should be eliminated while ensur-
ing fair revenue sharing among all
three levels of government. The indi-
rect tax structure also deserves careful
review. Preserving a single VAT rate
maintains simplicity and minimises
disputes, while a modest reduction in
the rate, combined with a broader tax
base and improved compliance, could
stimulate economic activity without
compromising revenue.

Revenue reform should extend
beyond taxation alone. Better manage-
ment of non-tax revenues—including
market-based pricing of natural
resources, fair returns from public
assets, improved utilisation of public
infrastructure, and modern cash man-
agement through short-term treasury
instruments—can significantly
strengthen public finances.

Ultimately, tax reform is about
rebuilding the social contract between
the state and its citizens. People are
more willing to pay taxes when they see
that public resources are managed effi-
ciently, transparently and for the com-
mon good.

A second generation of tax reform
will undoubtedly demand strong com-
mitment at both the political and
organisational levels. There are no
gains without pains. Every meaningful
reform temporarily disrupts estab-
lished interests as it realigns resourc-
es, priorities and economic and social
structures. It therefore requires careful
management of the political economy
of reform and sustained leadership to
overcome inevitable resistance.

Yet, the long-term rewards far out-
weigh the short-term costs. A good tax
system is not one that simply collects
more revenue; it is one that releases the
productive resources of businesses for
greater investment, innovation and
employment while ensuring fairness
for all. In an ideal economy, investment
decisions should be driven by the eco-
nomic merits of the investment itself—
not by tax distortions or preferential
treatments. That should be the true
objective of Tax Reform 2.0.

Mallik is the chairperson of the Nepal
Transition to Peace Institute (NTTPI).

Journalism 1n the age of algorithms

With technological advancement, ‘newsworthiness' is being outpaced by a data-driven logic of ‘share-worthiness.

UMESH POKHAREL

Who decides what becomes news today?
Principally, journalists and editors
play the central role in deciding which
events and issues deserve public atten-
tion. But the process is changing now.
The news we see, read and engage with
is being increasingly shaped by forces
beyond the newsroom. This shift raises
a question: Who, or what, is now influ-
encing the news production process
and overall news agenda?

Algorithms at present influence
every stage of news production, distri-
bution and consumption. For example,
many newsrooms globally use AI and
algorithms to identify potential news
stories even before journalists start
collecting information. A number of
newsrooms use tools like Slack-based
newsbots to help journalists identify
trending signals and social media men-
tions at an immense scale. It is interest-
ing to note that with technological
advancement, the traditional priority
of ‘newsworthiness’ is being ruthlessly
outpaced by a data-driven logic of
‘share-worthiness’.

Algorithms do not necessarily prior-
itise democracy, pluralism or social
welfare for news stories; instead, they
ask which content will generate the
most clicks, shares and watch time.
There are also some cases where the
news media have started practicing
automated journalism. For instance,
The Washington Post uses an Al ‘robot
reporter’, called Heliograf. Twana
Nasih Ahmed and colleagues describe
these phenomena as the ‘Click, Code,
and Consequences’ framework, where
the ‘Click’ economy pressures report-
ing and the ‘Code’ of Al-driven automa-
tion create new ethical dilemmas.

As algorithms gain influence, the
role of the editor has also evolved.
Their responsibilities extend beyond
traditional editorial judgment to
include Search Engine Optimisation
(SEO), data-driven content decisions
and headline optimisation. Hagar and
Diakopoulos , in their 2019 article
Optimizing Content with A/B Headline
Testing: Changing Newsroom Practices,
note that many news organisations use
A/B headline testing to compare multi-

ple headline versions and identify
which performs best with algorithms
and audiences.

Likewise, the distribution of news
has transitioned from a centralised
broadcasting model to a decentralised
‘datacasting’ paradigm. In this environ-
ment, the flow of content is determined
entirely by algorithmic suggestions
and data patterns rather than a broad-
caster’s editorial control. This shift has
created profound platform dependency.
A 2024 Reuters Institute report found
that the majority of people across 47
global markets get their news primari-
ly via social media and search engines,
with only one-fifth starting their jour-
ney on a news website or app.

The algorithmic era has also radical-

ly transformed the news consumption
pattern. We have moved towards ‘dis-
tributed discovery’, where news is not
something people intentionally seek
out but something they encounter inci-
dentally while browsing their feeds. By
repeatedly surfacing content that
aligns with a user’s historical data and
pre-existing beliefs, these systems can
reduce exposure to diverse perspec-
tives and contribute to ideological
polarisation. This environment has
also contributed to a global rise in
‘news avoidance’, as audiences feel
overwhelmed by toxic or emotionally
draining content surfaced by engage-
ment-driven metrics.

In this context, the flow of content is
organised based on data that the plat-
form collects from users’ interactions.
Although it were the editors and the
newsroom that decided what and when
to show, present and offer, the order of

content in the audience’s end, con-
sumed through social media feeds, is
now determined by algorithms.

McCombs and Shaw in the Agenda
Setting Theory (1972) argue that
throughout the history of journalism,
it has been up to the editors and news-
papers to decide what their audience
sees, reads, hears and consequently
forms opinions. However, with the
advent of digital technology, algo-
rithms influence editorial decisions
and control news visibility. Once news
gets into social media and other plat-
forms, algorithms dictate what is going
to be seen, placed first, recommended,
or hidden based on the preferences and
interests of each user, not just the news
organisations’ criteria.

SHUTTERSTOCK

Algorithms have given rise to what
scholars call ‘traffic media’, a business
model that aims to maximise and con-
trol user attention through algorithmic
technologies and corporate policies. At
the same time, traditional business mod-
els based on advertising and subscrip-
tions have weakened, while technology
giants such as Google and Meta have
captured a larger share of the digital
advertising market. It is important to
note that there is growing confrontation
over revenue sharing between digital
platforms and media organisations. A
2025 study by Peter Chiridza and Admire
Mare, titled Digital Platforms and
Revenue Generation Strategies Adopted
by Zimbabwean Mainstream News
Publishers, highlights that most social
media platforms do not offer meaningful
revenue-sharing partnerships to news
publishers, exacerbating these organiza-
tions’ economic vulnerabilities.

Early signs of all the shifts described
above have gradually emerged in
Nepali media ecosystem as well. Some
Nepali newsrooms are prioritising
news stories based on the degree of
audience engagement calculated in
terms of clicks, views, shares, likes and
other metrics. This has led to an
increase in space allotted to lighter
genres, such as entertainment, life-
style, celebrity and highly-shareable
content, while neglecting more serious,
investigative or public-service journal-
ism. Likewise, journalists in Nepali
media are also engaging more directly
with social media, including the report-
ing or re-packaging of issues that have
already gone viral. Similarly, at the
level of dissemination, newsrooms are
increasingly struggling to achieve
reach and visibility, as stories that are
algorithmically identified, ranked or
recommended are more likely to circu-
late widely.

The way forward is not to resist algo-
rithms but to use them responsibly
while preserving journalism’s core val-
ues of accuracy, independence, fair-
ness and public interest. In the very
spirit, Nepali news organisations
should invest in AI and digital literacy
so that journalists understand how
algorithms shape news visibility and
audience engagement. Newsrooms
should adopt hybrid models where AI
supports tasks such as content discov-
ery, translation, transcription and
audience analytics, while journalists
retain the editorial decisions.

Nepal can also learn from interna-
tional practices. The European Union’s
Digital Services Act (DSA) has intro-
duced stronger platform accountability
by requiring transparency about algo-
rithms and measures to address the
spread of misinformation. Australia’s
News Media Bargaining Code provides
an important example of how govern-
ments can reduce the unequal bargain-
ing power between digital platforms
and news publishers by requiring tech-
nology companies to compensate media
organisations for news content.
Similarly, Nepali media can adopt
transparency initiatives inspired by
global efforts such as The Trust Project,
NewsGuard and the Journalism Trust
Initiative, to learn how to promote
greater openness about editorial stand-
ards, ownership, funding and sources
to strengthen public trust.

Pokharel is a media researcher:
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FOREX
US Dollar 153.27
Euro 17772
Pound Sterling 20781
Swiss Franc 189.29
Australian Dollar 109.2
Canadian Dollar 1106
Singapore Dollar 12011
Japanese Yen (10) 963
Chinese Yuan 22.75
Saudi Arab Riyal 40.82
Qatari Riyal 42.05
Thai Bhat 464
UAE Dhiram 41.73
Malaysian Ringit 3775
Korean Won (100) 10.85
Exchange rates fixed by Nepal Rastra Bank
BULLION PRICE PER TOLA
S Fine Gold Rs 306,800
S Silver Rs 4,770

SOURCE: FENEGOSIDA
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Singapore sees surge in non-oil
exports driven by Al demand

SINGAPORE: Singapore’s non-oil
domestic exports rose by 24.2 percent
in July, the government said on
Monday, following a 20.8 percent
increase in June driven by robust
Al-related demand. July’s data came
after the government sharply raised
its growth forecast for 2026 earlier
this month due to a strong thirst for
products linked to artificial intelli-
gence. The growth was supported by
a surge in electronic shipments,
which grew by 112 percent in July,
higher than the 105.1 percent in June,
government trade agency Enterprise
Singapore said. Disk media products
performed best, with a 339.1 percent
increase, followed by integrated cir-
cuits and personal computers at 120.8
percent and 84.5 percent, it said in a
statement. Singapore’s non-electronic
exports however, fell by 2.3 percent,
owing to a decline in pharmaceutical
exports, which dipped by

56.7 percent. (AFP)

Virgin closer to launching

Furostar rival in 2030

LONDON: British group Virgin has
been granted track access to run new
cross-Channel train services from
2030, the country’s rail regulator said
Monday, bringing it closer to launch-
ing a rival service to Eurostar. The
agreement allows Virgin Trains to
operate up to 20 daily return services
between London and Paris, Brussels
and Amsterdam from October 1, 2030
to the end of 2040, the Office of Rail
and Road (ORR) said in a statement.
Founded by British entrepreneur
Richard Branson, Virgin promises to
shake-up cross-Channel rail traffic by
challenging Eurostar, which has held
a monopoly on passenger services
through the tunnel linking Britain
and France since it opened in 1994.
“This is an important next step in
bringing competition and growth to
the market for international rail ser-
vices,” said Martin Jones, deputy
director of access and international
at the ORR. “While there is still more
work to do, we are supporting Virgin
and the wider industry to grow inter-
national services,” he said. (AFp)

Japan Q2 growth misses
forecasts on weaker
spending, investment

TOKYO: Japan’s economy slowed in the
second quarter and missed market
forecasts on softer household and
business spending, highlighting the
fragile nature of its recovery as the
Middle East war clouds the outlook.
However, long-term bond yields hit a
three-decade high as investors
brushed aside the soft reading as
reflecting one-off factors, and focused
more on mounting inflationary risks
that could prod the Bank of Japan to
raise interest rates next month. Gross
domestic product rose 1.1 percent in
annualised terms, government data
showed on Monday, missing a median
market estimate of 2.0 percent in a
Reuters poll and below a revised 1.9
percent expansion in the previous
quarter. While the data revealed some
temporary soft patches in demand,
analysts say robust underlying
momentum and persistent price pres-
sures are likely to keep the case for
imminent interest rate hikes intact.
“Today’s GDP data was a bit weak but
the economy is likely to continue
recovering moderately,” said Naoki
Hattori, chief Japan economist at
Mizuho Research Institute. “Given
risks of underlying inflation over-
shooting its target, the BOJ is likely
to proceed with a rate hike next
month.” (REUTERS)

Worker shortage threatens Nepal's
rising orthodox tea production

Tea estates in eastern Nepal offer wages of up to Rs40,000 a month, but migration
abroad and movement to urban areas are making workers harder to find.

O LAXMI GAUTAM
PANCHTHAR, AUG 17

The tea bushes at the Pathibhara Tea
Estate, spread across 51 hectares in
Panchthar, an eastern hill district, are
flush with fresh shoots these days.

The estate plucks and processes the
‘two leaves and a bud’ used to make
high-quality premium loose-leaf
tea, which it exports to third-country
markets.

The factory has the capacity to
employ up to 50 workers a day.
However, only 10 to 15 workers are
currently working at the estate in

Falelung and Yangwarak rural
municipalities.
Pathibhara, located at

Charibhanjyang, is not alone. Most tea
gardens in eastern Nepal are current-
ly waiting for workers to pluck tea
leaves. Tea gardens and factories pay
workers Rs110 per kg for plucking
leaves. In addition, workers receive
extra wages for withering, rolling,
processing, sorting and packaging tea
in the mornings and evenings.

“Despite these incentives, tea
gardens are facing a shortage of
workers,” said Rajan Bhattarai,
proprietor of the tea estate.

Experienced workers employed
in the tea sector can normally earn up
to Rs40,000 a month, including
accommodation.

For Shashikala Rai from ward 2 of
Falelung Rural Municipality who was
plucking tea leaves, working on the
hillside is not as strenuous as going
abroad and working in the heat.

“At a time when our brothers and
sisters are wandering around villages
saying there are no job opportunities,
and are forced to do strenuous work in
40-degree [Celsius] heat abroad, we
are working in the cool and scenic tea
gardens here,” she said.

“The earning is not bad either. We
earn up to Rs40,000 a month. With
such opportunities available, why go
abroad?” said Rai. According to her,
women workers account for a large
share of those involved in tea pluck-
ing and processing.

In recent years, an increasing num-
ber of both men and women have been
going abroad for employment. Most
women who remain in the villages are
increasingly moving to district head-
quarters and urban areas to live with
their children for their education.

This has created a shortage of work-
ers in small and medium-sized facto-
ries and tea gardens operating in
rural areas.

Annually, nearly 800,000 Nepalis go
abroad in search of jobs, leaving
Nepal’s farm sector without sufficient
manpower. In recent years, tea estates
in eastern Nepal have been hit hard by
the shortage of workers.

There are around 60,000 tea workers
across eastern districts such as Ilam,
Panchthar and Jhapa. Most are tempo-
rary or daily-wage labourers, meaning
they miss out on steady year-round
income and robust benefits. As a
result, tea work has not been attrac-
tive to many.

Jeet Bahadur Limbu, another tea

.
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An overview of the tea gardens across the rolling hills of Kanyam, llam, in this undated photo.

worker, said tea gardens offer employ-
ment for nine months of the year,
except for the three-month period
from early November to January.
Limbu, however, said he is comforta-
ble with the earnings.

“It is frustrating to see young people
leaving the country saying they are
unemployed despite such opportuni-
ties being available here,” Limbu said.

Organic orthodox tea produced here
without using chemical fertilisers and
pesticides is reaching international
markets. Although production and
market prospects are expanding, a
shortage of workers is constraining
the capacity of tea gardens.

Tea gardens producing orthodox tea
that sell for Rs5,000 to Rs7,000 per Kilo-
gram in overseas markets are current-
ly waiting for workers.

The tea leaves produced at
Pathibhara and other tea gardens in
Panchthar are processed into
high-quality organic orthodox tea.

Bhattarai said tea produced without
chemical fertilisers and pesticides
comes in more than 10 flavours, with
natural sweetness, a high-altitude
aroma and a distinctive taste, generat-
ing demand in third-country markets.
He said the tea is exported to interna-
tional markets including the United
States, Germany, France, Japan, South
Korea and China.

According to data from the Tea
Expansion Project (Chiya Bistar
Yojana) in Lalikharka, Panchthar, a
government-established tea garden
managed by the National Tea and
Coffee Development Board, Panchthar
has six tea estates and factories and 10
small tea producer groups.

Tea is cultivated on 600 hectares
across the district by estates and indi-
vidual farmers. Although around
2,000 farmers are involved in tea farm-
ing through factories and producer
groups, factories and tea gardens are
facing a shortage of workers.

According to operators, Pathibhara
alone produces around 8,000 kg of tea
annually.

Bhattarai said the estate has devel-
oped the capacity to produce more
than 12,000 kg if there is no shortage

of workers, but the labour shortage is
likely to affect production.

Demand for Nepali organic tea is
increasing in international markets.
Despite good local income, residential
accommodation, and regular employ-
ment opportunities, the shortage of
workers is delaying the plucking of
tea shoots, Bhattarai said.

Nepal exports more than 88 percent
of its orthodox tea to India, leaving
only a small fraction for third-country
markets.

Nepal processes 7,838 tonnes of
orthodox tea annually. Exports of
orthodox tea to third countries
account for 11.4 percent. Orthodox tea
uses traditional methods, including
plucking, withering, rolling, oxidation
and drying.

There are two types of exports:
organic certified and uncertified. The
export of organic-certified orthodox
tea to third countries accounts for
21.63 percent.

A report by Nepal Rastra Bank
highlights that Nepali organic ortho-
dox tea has significant potential in
Japan, China, the Netherlands,
Canada, Russia, Poland, Turkey and
South Korea.

Despite its potential, Nepali organic
tea faces multiple challenges, includ-
ing difficulties in marketisation, fair
pricing, access to credit facilities and
a lack of skilled workers.

Other obstacles include a lack of
technical assistance, insurance and
incentives for organic production.
These challenges hinder orthodox tea
entrepreneurs from unlocking poten-
tial new markets.

According to the central bank
report, seven factories export to
Japan, four to China, two to the United
States and eight to other countries.
The study included 84 orthodox tea
factories and 42 orthodox tea growers.

In September 2020, Nepal’s ortho-
dox tea received its own trademark,
157 years after the country began
growing it. The trademark includes
the words “Nepal Tea Quality from the
Himalayas.” Koshi province has 100
orthodox tea processing factories, 21
of which are organically certified.

[ left New York for
Kathmandu. Did the
egg crisis follow me?

Turns out inflation doesn't need your new
address to find you; it just needs an appetite.

O ANUP KAPHLE
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

Earlier this year, I decided to move
back to Nepal with the particular
smugness of someone who thinks he
no longer has to pay for exorbitant
groceries. I'd left New York, where a
dozen eggs had become more than a
small financial event—screaming
headlines in national publications
about how eggs became a luxury or
how to make an omelet without break-
ing the bank. I'd gone from paying
$4.35 for a baconeggandcheese to $8.17
at the same bodega on downtown Wall
Street in a matter of months. In mov-
ing to Nepal, I'd assumed I didn’t quite
have to think twice about paying for
eggs. It’s a different hemisphere, a
different chicken.

A month since I landed back in
Kathmandu, the local supermarket
has raised its egg price each time I've
visited it. I hadn’t done the math
myself until I read a newspaper report
last night: Egg prices increase for the
fourth time in a month, hovering at
around Rs575 for a crate. The eggs in
Kathmandu, for what it’s worth, are
good.

New York’s egg crisis had a villain
everyone could name: H5N1. The
avian flu strain, which had been
grinding through American laying
flocks since 2022, took its worst swing
yet in early 2025. The average dozen
hit $4.95 in January, a record, then
kept climbing—wholesale prices in
New York touched $7.24 a dozen at one
point. The ones I preferred, eggs with
a bright orange yolk that came from
“pasture-raised” hens, reached $11.
Restaurants started adding surcharg-
es. And then the government inter-
vened, because in America, you don’t
mess with breakfast. In June 2026, the
Justice Department sued three of the
country’s largest egg producers,
accusing them of coordinating supply
and pricing between 2022 and 2025.
The producers deny it.

Nepal is having the same emergen-
cy, but here, no one wants to ask ques-
tions. Remember when the banana
prices were going bananas a few
months ago?

The Nepal Layers Poultry Farmers’
Association raised its support price
for eggs four separate times within a
single month. The association’s presi-
dent points to the obvious culprit: bird
flu has killed close to a million birds
since February, and the country’s lay-
ing hens can no longer keep pace with
demand—roughly 4.1 million eggs are
devoured in a day against 3 million
that are laid.

But the part I keep returning to is
that in New York, there is a mecha-
nism—an antitrust law, a paper trail,
subpoenas—built for exactly the ques-
tion of whether a shortage is real or
performed. A consumer rights advo-
cate said the quiet part plainly to
Kantipur: there is no law and no
standard that governs how egg prices
get set. Traders and associations point
to demand and scarcity, and raise pric-
es at their own discretion, he said,
because nothing stops them from
doing so. A supply department official
confirmed the shape of it from the
other side: his office checks whether
eggs are sold at the price the produc-
ers’ association announces. It does not
have the authority to ask why that
price is what it is.

The two egg crises I've had to live
through back-to-back appear to rhyme,
but something tells me they don’t quite
resolve the same way. New York’s bird
flu led to a shortage and, eventually, a
lawsuit that asked whether the short-
age was entirely honest. Kathmandu’s
bird flu has produced a shortage and,
so far, an association meeting that sets
a new number every week or two, with
nobody positioned to ask it anything at
all. Even the farmers say they’re not
seeing the money.

did not move eight thousand miles
to have opinions about eggs. I moved
for the family, for the mountains, for
reasons that had nothing to do with
poultry markets on two continents
behaving rudely and interrupting my
breakfast. But I'll admit the coinci-
dence has worn down some of my
smugness. I thought I could leave
inflation behind on tlhe tarmac at
John F Kennedy Airport. Turns out it
doesn’t need your address to find you,
just your appetite.

ILLUSTRATION GENERATED BY OPENAI'S CHATGPT

China’s recovery sputters as consumption, output lose steam

O REUTERS
BELJING, AUG 17

China’s economy lost momentum at
the start of the second half, with
industrial output and retail sales slow-
ing as extreme weather disruptions
and persistently weak domestic
demand renewed pressure on policy-
makers to step up stimulus.

The disappointing data, following
second-quarter growth that cooled to a
three-and-a-half-year low, highlights
China’s continued dependence on
exports to offset sluggish consump-
tion and investment even as it con-
fronts headwinds from US tariffs and
the conflict in the Middle East.

Factory output grew 4.5 percent
from a year earlier last month, com-
pared with 5.3 percent in June, data
from the National Bureau of Statistics
(NBS) showed on Monday, missing a
Reuters poll forecast for 4.8 percent
growth. “The poor performance is due
in part to ineffective use of the policy
measures in hand. Fiscal spending
has lagged behind, for example,” said
Xu Tianchen, senior economist at the
Economist Intelligence Unit. “It’s a
call for officials to be bolder about
spending what they have.”

“Attention should be paid to invest-
ment, whose sharp decline is by no
means acceptable to Beijing,” he
added.

Fixed-asset investment contracted
6.7 percent in the first seven months
of 2026, compared with an expected 6
percent decline. It fell 5.7 percent in
the January-June period.

Fu Linghui, an NBS spokesperson,
told a press conference that officials
would step up counter-cyclical policy
adjustments to bolster domestic
demand.

Getting China’s roughly 1.4 billion
population spending again will not be
easy while the country’s property sec-
tor remains in a slump, with new

home prices in July down 3.2 percent
from a year earlier and 0.1 percent
from June. Economists estimate that
about 52 percent of household wealth
is tied up in real estate, a share that
has declined in recent years as the
protracted property crisis has pushed
investors toward gold and other assets.

Retail sales grew 0.6 percent, slow-
ing from a 1 percent rise in June
despite summer holiday tourism
spending. Analysts had forecast 1.5
percent growth. The drop was “partly

just payback for the consumer goods
trade-in scheme, which boosted sales a
year ago by bringing forward
demand,” said Julian Evans-
Pritchard, head of China economics at
Capital Economics.

Analysts at Citi noted that the pace
of subsidy distribution had weakened
again in July, with daily average sales
dropping to 6.3 billion yuan ($934.8
million) from 9 billion yuan in June.

Policymakers are also having to
contend with factors beyond their con-

trol, such as the weather.

Industrial output and retail sales
were likely hampered by unusually
active extreme weather last month,
with three typhoons making landfall
and millions of people relocated
across China’s eastern and southern
manufacturing hubs.

Auto sales declined for a 10th
straight month in July, albeit at a slow-
er pace, contrasting with strong exter-
nal demand as automakers eye over-
seas expansion to offset domestic

People walk past a lane lined with restaurants, at a shopping area in Shanghai, China on September 28, 2024.

weakness.

Economic indicators released so far
have pointed to a weak start to the
third quarter. The official manufac-
turing purchasing managers’ index
unexpectedly slipped into contraction,
while export and import growth both
moderated from June, though they
remained in double-digit territory.

Still, Fu was confident the recent
weather would not rain on policymak-
ers’ ambitions to see the $20 trillion
economy grow by between 4.5 percent
and 5 percent, stating that the founda-
tion remained solid.

Robust exports, buoyed by the glob-
al Al infrastructure buildout, have
continued to support China’s facto-
ries. But weak domestic demand
remains a major risk that leaves the
economy vulnerable to shocks such as
weather disruptions and trade barri-
ers. China logged another month of
more than $100 billion in trade sur-
plus last month, with the full-year
total on track to top $1 trillion for a
second year.

That has continued to unnerve
trading partners, with the European
Union weighing tougher measures to
curb its trade deficit with China, and
the US announcing new tariffs on
Chinese goods.

China’s leaders pledged to shore up
the slowing economy by accelerating
fiscal spending and introducing new
policies “in a timely manner”, but
have so far stopped short of signalling
major new stimulus measures.

“The emerging pattern is one of
selective strength amid broad soft-
ness,” said Yuhan Zhang, principal
economist at The Conference Board’s
China Center. “The question is, there-
fore, not simply whether China can
sustain growth, but whether poli-
cy-supported pockets of activity can
eventually generate a broader recov-
ery in household spending and private
investment.”
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Thousands in Indonesia await aid after quake
kills 68, overshadowing Independence Day

More than 1,300 homes were damaged when the quake struck
East Nusa Tenggara province on Saturday, with nearly 250 destroyed on Flores alone.

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
REO, INDONESIA, AUG 17

Thousands of people were still wait-
ing for aid on the Indonesian island of
Flores as the country marked its 81st
Independence Day on Monday, days
after a powerful earthquake killed at
least 68 people, injured more than 200
others and damaged hundreds of
homes and other buildings.

Many residents on Flores island in
East Nusa Tenggara province spent
the day mourning victims and waiting
for aid to arrive to communities still
cut off by the deadly quake.

During Indonesia’s Independence
Day ceremony in the capital Jakarta,
President Prabowo Subianto asked
participants to pray for people affect-
ed by disasters in East Nusa Tenggara
and other parts of the country, while

leading a nationwide moment of
silence honoring the nation’s inde-
pendence heroes.

More than 1,300 homes were dam-
aged when the quake struck East Nusa
Tenggara province on Saturday, with
nearly 250 destroyed on Flores alone.
Some 5,000 people were forced into
temporary shelters and 213 people

were injured, according to the
National Disaster Management
Agency or BNPB.

The province’s governor declared a
14-day state of emergency on Sunday.

The quake occurred at a depth of 10
kilometers (6 miles) shortly before 6
a.m. Saturday, according to the US
Geological Survey, and residents fled
in panic as tsunami warnings were
issued but later lifted. Authorities
have since recorded 1,576 aftershocks
into Monday, though only a small pro-

AP/RSS
People take shelter in makeshift tent amid fears of aftershocks, following an earthquake in Reo, East Nusa Tenggara province, Indonesia, Monday.

portion were felt by residents.

Thousands await aid

amid devastation

Thousands of people on Flores
camped outside collapsed homes
under tarpaulin tents overnight into
Monday, sleeping outside because of
the danger of more aftershocks.

An Associated Press photojournal-
ist saw widespread devastation across
the island, with fallen trees blocking
roads, giant boulders hurled down
slopes by landslides, and homes left
shattered or heavily damaged.
Buildings collapsed onto parked cars.

For many residents, the disaster
revived painful memories of a power-
ful earthquake and tsunami that
struck Flores in 1992, killing about

2,500 people.

“My house is just rubble now,” said

Rasyid Jafar, a clothing trader in the
village of Reo, the hardest-hit area in
Manggarai regency, "We need food,
medicine and clean water urgently.”

Nearly 1,500 military and police per-
sonnel have been deployed across the
disaster zone, supported by 10 aircraft
to distribute 275 tons of aid to the area
as logistical challenges have slowed
deliveries to some hard-hit communi-
ties, said Abdul Muhari, the BNPB’s
deputy chief, in a video statement.

Authorities set up two emergency
field hospitals in the worst-hit town of
Ruteng to treat earthquake victims
after local hospitals were damaged,
with two crisis management teams
overseeing a health emergency opera-
tion center, Muhari said.

He also said rescue teams continue
searching for victims in the affected
areas, although no residents have
reported any family members still
missing.

Rescuers struggle to

reach isolated communities

Aid workers reached tiny Palue
Island, one of the areas closest to the
earthquake’s epicenter, late Sunday,
after a difficult sea and land journey
through landslide-hit terrain, authori-
ties said. Thousands of residents
remained in urgent need of assistance
after days of isolation.

“The roads are steep and many were
blocked by landslides. It was a near-
death journey,” said deputy police
chief of Sikka regency, Marselus Yugo
Amboro, whose team was among the
first to reach the island with emergen-
cy supplies.

He said initial assessments revealed
extensive damage, with one villager
killed, two seriously injured and near-
1y 150 homes destroyed.

Indonesia, an archipelago of more
than 17,000 islands, is prone to earth-
quakes and volcanic eruptions
because of its location on the Pacific
“Ring of Fire,” a horseshoe-shaped
arc of seismic faults and volcanoes.

In 2018, a magnitude 7.5 earthquake
triggered a tsunami on the island of
Sulawesi that Kkilled more than 4,400
people. In 2004, a magnitude 9.1 quake
off Sumatra unleashed a tsunami that
killed about 230,000 people in a dozen
countries, nearly 170,000 in Aceh
province alone.

Palestinians celebrate
Jerusalem Festival return
after Gaza war hiatus

The event, which will run for two months, opened on
Sunday with a tribute to the late Lebanese musician Ziad
Rahbani, a staunch supporter of the Palestinian cause.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
JERUSALEM, AUG 17

Three years after its last edition, hun-
dreds of fans are again able to enjoy
the Jerusalem Festival, a Palestinian
cultural celebration which had been
on hold because of the horrors of the
Gaza war.

The event, which will run for two
months, opened on Sunday with a trib-
ute to the late Lebanese musician Ziad
Rahbani, a staunch supporter of the
Palestinian cause.

At Yabous Cultural Centre, in the
Israeli-annexed east of the city, the
Jerusalem Arabic Music Ensemble
played a selection of Rahbani’s work.

“An evening dedicated to Ziad
Rahbani represents a major part of
our memory. Jerusalem needs this
kind of event,” filmmaker Yousef
al-Salhi told AFP.

The Lebanese musician and play-
wright, the son of iconic singer Fairuz
and a musical pioneer in his own
right, died last year aged 69.

Throughout the evening, Rahbani’s
repertoire, from mawwal --slow Arabic
free-form vocal music- to lively

Levantine folk-pop, enthused the audi-
ence. The last edition of the festival
was held in the summer of 2023, before
the war in the Gaza Strip erupted fol-

lowing Hamas’s October 7 attack on
Israel. “We insist on coming back...
Today we return to give people hope.
The festival brings hope and brings
people together,” said musician Suheil
Khoury, chairman of the board of the
Yabous Cultural Centre.

The festival is now four decades old,
though the city’s tumultuous past
means this is only the 30th edition,
with several wars as well as the intifa-
das, or Palestinian uprisings, of the
1980, 90s and 2000s forcing it to pause.

The festival will continue with
musical performances, cultural talks
and art exhibitions taking place at
various locations across east
Jerusalem until October 15.

“Everyone is thirsty for this kind of
gathering amid the difficult circum-
stances we are going through—the
genocidal war, restrictions on
Jerusalem and the West Bank, and the
violence being perpetrated against
us,” Mona al-Dajani, an academic
researcher who attended the opening,
said.

Moussa al-Qawasmi, a resident of
east Jerusalem, was enthusiastic to
attend an event promoting Palestinian
culture. “They (Israel) don’t want us
to exist, but no, we are always ready...
we will continue to celebrate, sing and
dance.”

AFP/RSS

The audience reacts as Palestinian musicians perform on stage during the Jerusalem Festival,
held at the Yabous Cultural Centre after a two-year hiatus, in East Jerusalem on Sunday.

Ukraine energy
company says 1ts
facilities damaged
after 13 Russian
strikes i a week

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
KYIV, UKRAINE, AUG 17

Russia attacked facilities of Ukraine’s
Naftogaz Group 13 times over the past
week and has targeted its premises almost
300 times since the start of the year, the
state energy company said Monday.

Russia has repeatedly battered the
Ukrainian power grid since its all-out inva-
sion more than four years ago. Moscow
hopes to sap Ukraine’s will to fight by
denying civilians light, heating and run-
ning water during the bitter winter
months. Ukrainian officials, who say
Russia is “weaponizing winter,” fear
Moscow will pursue its campaign through
the coming winter, too.

Russian drones and missiles struck
facilities in several regions of the country,
with one asset hit multiple times during
the week, Naftogaz said, reporting serious
damage to equipment and production
capacity. No employees were hurt in the
attacks, the company said.

DTEK Group, a coal mining and power
production company which says it is the
largest private investor in Ukraine’s ener-
gy sector, also said a Russian attack started
a fire at one of its mines, killing a 52-year-
old man. With troops largely bogged down
by drones and robots along the roughly
1,250-kilometer (780-mile) front line, both
Russia and Ukraine are expanding their
aerial campaigns and devising new long-
range weapons. Ukrainian long-range
attacks on Russia killed seven people,
while five civilians died in Ukraine after
strikes by Moscow’s forces, officials said
Monday as they collated overnight attacks.

With the Russian capital now within the
range of Ukrainian drones that regularly
attack the region, organizers canceled a
large military music festival due to be held
on central Moscow’s Red Square from
Friday. The organizers of the Spasskaya
Tower International Military Music
Festival said on social media Monday that
the event was postponed until next year
due to reasons beyond their control.

In May, authorities significantly scaled
back Russia’s annual Victory Day celebra-
tions on Red Square for the first time in
nearly two decades. Officials put the move
down to the “current operational situa-
tion” but did not elaborate. Ukraine
depended heavily on foreign military aid
after Russia’s full-scale invasion of
February 2022 but has gradually increased
its domestically produced firepower.

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
LAS VEGAS, AUG 17

Tupac Shakur fans arrived at a Las
Vegas courthouse Monday for open-
ing statements in the trial of a man
accused of orchestrating the legend-
ary rapper’s Kkilling, the start of
weeks of testimony revisiting what
happened on a Las Vegas night near-
ly 30 years ago.

Duane “Keffe D” Davis, 63, is
charged with murder with a deadly
weapon with the intent to promote,
further or assist a criminal gang in
the rapper’s death. He pleaded not
guilty, but if convicted, faces life in
prison.

The long-unsolved drive-by shoot-
ing gripped the hip-hop community,
partly because no one was charged
until Davis was indicted in 2023.
Shakur remains a cultural icon and

is considered one of the most influen-
tial and versatile rappers of all time,
despite dying at 25. He was nominat-
ed for six Grammy Awards and was
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of
Fame in 2017.

In recent years, he received a post-
humous star on the Hollywood Walk
of Fame, had a street in Oakland
named in his honor and inspired a
character in the upcoming video
game “Stranger than Heaven.”

A few fans lined up early Monday
for a coveted seat in the courthouse to
watch the first day of testimony. Din
Malone took a bus from Denver and
hopes to stay for the entire trial.

“As a brother and a fan, I felt like
he talked through his music,” said
Malone, who wore a Tupac shirt and
played Shakur’s music from his
phone while waiting to get inside.

Over the course of the trial, which

could span weeks, prosecutors plan
to call 35 to 45 potential witnesses,
and the defense will call only a hand-
ful to testify.

Members of Shakur’s family are
expected to be in the courtroom
Monday. Shakur’s stepbrother,
Maurice “Mopreme” Shakur, recent-
ly told The Associated Press that sit-
ting through the trial will be retrau-
matizing for the family, but it’s
important to be there. “We’re gonna
stand by Pac as we always have,” he
said.

All eyes on Tupac

Along with Shakur’s family, friends
and fans traveled to Las Vegas to
show their support during jury selec-
tion. Darryl Harper, a veteran music
producer who collaborated with
Shakur at Death Row Records on
songs released after the 1996 shoot-

ing, said he booked a plane ticket as
soon as the latest trial date was set.

“He became a personal friend of
mine as I worked with him almost
every day of his last days here,” said
Harper, who flew in from his home in
Georgia.

Shakur’s cousins Kendrick Lesane
and William Lesane flew in from
Atlanta last week. William Lesane
said he wants someone held account-
able. “For me, justice has long left the
station 30 years ago,” he said.

Prosecutors allege
Davis was the shot-caller
Prosecutors aren’t claiming Davis
pulled the trigger. Rather, they say he
organized the shooting to get revenge
after Shakur and his entourage beat
up Davis’ nephew at the MGM Grand
hours before Shakur was shot.

The gunfire came from a white

Long-awarted trial begins in rapper Tupac Shakur’s 1996 killing

Cadillac Davis was in with three oth-
ers, all who have since died.

In 2008, Davis spoke to investiga-
tors looking into the deaths of
Shakur and Notorious B.I.G., born
Christopher Wallace. During the
investigation, Davis was under an
agreement that what he said about
Shakur’s killing couldn’t be used
against him. But nearly 10 years later,
Davis published a book with those
details and participated in media
interviews in which he laid out his
role in the shooting.

The book and his public statements
revived the Las Vegas investigation
and became key pieces of evidence,
prosecutors say.

“Had he decided to never write the
book, he would not, probably, have
ever been prosecuted for the crime,”
prosecutor Marc DiGiacomo recently
said.

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
BORNOVA, TURKEY, AUG 17

On a Turkish hillside overlooking the
olive-covered slopes outside Izmir is
a cave known to generations of locals
as the place where Homer penned
“The Odyssey”. “This place was
always called Homer’s Valley by the
locals. Travellers from all over the
world would come and see the cave
where Homer is said to have com-
posed his poems,” explained Turkish
researcher Altan Altin, who has writ-
ten a book on the subject.

In fact, nobody knows exactly
where Homer wrote his epic poems
and there is much mythology around
the idea of his cave. Today, of course,
the debate has become livelier and
more immediate thanks to
Christopher Nolan’s blockbuster film
“The Odyssey”. The poet has for a
very long time been associated with
the Izmir region of Turkey’s Aegean
coast, which for most of its history
was known as ancient Smyrna.

“The Smyrnaeans have the river
Meles, with its lovely water, and at its
springs is the grotto, where they say
Homer composed his poems,” wrote
the 2nd-century Greek chronicler
and geographer Pausanias. Those
words have fuelled a centuries-long
debate, one that continues today,
about Homer’s life and the location
of the river where he was thought to
have been born in the year 8 BC.

Remarkable precision
Visiting the cave, which is filled with
rocks, is not easy.

Inside, travellers have left Greek
scrawled on the walls, although it is
not clear how old the writing is.

Although other places, notably the
Greek island of Chios, also lay claim
to Homer’s origins, ancient Smyrna
and its hinterland—where Bornova
is located—are closely associated
with the poet. “For me, there’s no
doubt, Homer is from Bornova. In
any case, he is from Ionia, which
includes Smyrna and Chios. He’s
from these lands,” Altin told AFP.
Ionia is the name of an ancient Greek

region on Turkey’s Aegean coast.

To support his thesis, Altin pointed
to a 3rd-century BC frieze depicting
the deification of Homer, which he
says reproduced the Bornova cave
with remarkable precision.

“This bas-relief was already
known, but no one had ever noticed
the identical details to those found in
Homer’s cave. This is the first time
such a detailed geographical descrip-
tion came to light,” he said.

Archaeological evidence from the
area also suggests a link to Homer.

“The discoveries from the excava-
tions, especially coins bearing

Homer’s likeness, show us that the

AFP/RSS

This photograph shows the caves in Bornova Homeros Valley, believed to be where famous
Greek Poet Homer lived and wrote the lliad and the Odyssey, in Izmir on August 7, 2026.

inhabitants of ancient Smyrna con-
sidered the poet to be one of their
own,” archaeologist Mehmet AKkif
Erdem said. “’“The Iliad’ and ‘The
Odyssey’ were written in the (ancient
Greek) dialects of Ionic and Aeolic,
suggesting that ancient Smyrna and
Bornova could be among Homer’s
native lands,” he said.

Homer everywhere

Beyond the academic debate about
his origins, Homer is everywhere in
Bornova. At Yesilova Hoyuk, a
Neolithic site considered to be the
oldest known prehistoric human set-
tlement in Izmir, there is a bust of
Homer with the inscription: “I com-
piled The Iliad and The Odyssey
epics on thisland. Ilived in Bornova.”

The town—which already hosts a
book fair dedicated to Homer and has
a statue of Trojan War hero Hector in
a local park—is planning to refurbish
the cave and open it to visitors to
capitalise on the revival of interest in
the ancient poet.

“Preserving Homer’s legacy is a
duty we owe to humanity. He is one of
the founding fathers of literature,”
Bornova Mayor Omer Eski told AFP.

“The stories he tells are about this
land. The question is not whether we
should claim Homer or not. His story
is also ours,” he said. But not every-
one shares his vision. In 2024, munic-
ipal officials from President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan’s ruling AKP party

[s this cave m Turkey where Homer wrote ‘The Odyssey™

The debate about where Homer wrote his epic poems has become livelier and more immediate thanks to Christopher Nolan's blockbuster film.

proposed renaming Homer’s Valley
after a Turkish fighter, saying the site
should not have a Greek name.

“Erasing Homer’s name would be
one of the worst things we could do to
Bornova,” retorted the mayor, whose
aim is to “make Homer known to the
whole world as a person from
Bornova” and to make the town a
tourist attraction.

‘Proud to be his compatriot’
Mustafa Kocyigit, who runs the
Gargantua bookshop in Izmir, said
the success of Nolan’s film has
revived interest in Homer and boost-
ed sales of the poem “The Odyssey”.

“l knew Homer was from these
lands, but I didn’t know he was spe-
cifically from Izmir. We are incredi-
bly lucky,” said teacher Safak Tosun
outside one of the city’s cinemas
where the film is showing.

“I feel proud, honoured and deeply
privileged to be his fellow country-
man.” For the researcher Altin, there
are clues in Homer’s writing that he
says shows the poet came from the
area. “When you dive into the Iliad,
you really understand that Homer
was an Anatolian. You find anecdotes
and cultural references that are com-
pletely unknown elsewhere,” he said.

He believes Homer’s origins should
not stir up rivalry between Turkey
and Greece. “Homer is 2,800 years
old, while the Turkish-Greek border
is only a century old,” he shrugs.
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Crowdfunded care keeps injured
footballer Rai afloat amid official apathy

National team defender Aashish Rai relies on global citizen donations while the
National Sports Council caps its total aid at Rs250,000 citing rigid budget rules.

O NAYAK PAUDEL
KATHMANDU, AUG 17

It took footballer Aashish Rai over a
year of silent suffering to finally
speak out. His injury was mishandled
from the outset; he was mistreated
during rehabilitation; and the All
Nepal Football Association, the coun-
try’s football governing body, had pro-
vided only erratic support.

Even that meagre backing came to a
complete halt following FIFA's suspen-
sion of ANFA on June 24. Rai then
found himself stranded in Bangkok,
Thailand, where the governing body
had sent him for treatment. Left with
no choice, Rai was forced to go public
with his ordeal. He hoped the new
Balendra Shah administration would
step in to take responsibility for his
recovery as he was injured while play-
ing for the country.

But more than a month after the
Post reported his ordeal on July 14,
state assistance has proven negligible.
To date, the government has provided
just Rs150,000, through the National
Sports Council. That, however, is
nowhere near enough, Rai told the
Post over a phone call on Monday. It
costs him between Rs450,000 and
Rs500,000 per month to cover his treat-
ment, rehabilitation, medication, and
stay in Bangkok. “What should I make
of Rs150,000?” he said.

Rai had initially held high hopes for
the new government, recalling how
happy he felt listening to Balendra
Shah’s speech on supporting football
from the grassroots during his elec-
tion campaign. Today, however, that
optimism has given way to deep disil-
lusionment.

“The issue has also been raised in
the parliament,” Rai said. “But the

overwhelming public generosity and

PHOTO: AASHISH RAI'S FACEBOOK

Supporters stage a rally in Italahari, Rai's hometown, on Saturday demanding that the govern-
ment bear all medical and rehabilitation expenses for the national player.

support Rai’s ongoing treatment.

state is yet to respond properly.”

Harka Sampang, chairman of the
Shram Sanskriti Party who got elect-
ed to the House of Representatives
from Sunsari-1, the neighbouring con-
stituency to Rai’s home in Itahari, had
raised Rai’s situation in the parlia-
ment a week ago.

It is not that the government has not
reached out to Rai yet. Apart from the
Rs150,000 support through the NSC,
Rai got a phone call from a govern-
ment representative.

“I do not know which ministry or
department the person represented,”
Rai said. “He said that the government
did not have any law to send money
abroad.”

For a lack of adequate government
support, Nepalis from around the
world have stepped in to help Rai, rais-
ing funds for him. And this is how Rai
is affording his treatment and stay in
Bangkok. This constrast between

state indifference highlights a grim
reality for Nepali athletes—celebrated
when representing the nation, but
forced to depend on public charity
when injured in its service.
Contributions have poured in for
Rai from across the world—from
Nepal to Japan to Australia. Nepal
United FC in Australia, for instance,
has donated him Rs81,000. The
Malaysia-based N Penang FC, in coor-
dination with Himalayan FC and
Nepbourne FC, collected Rsl1.2 mil-
lion. Shantinagar FC, a club from
Rai’s hometown, is also aiming to col-
lect more funds through the 5th
Monsoon Football Tournament, which
is taking place soon at Budha Subba
Football Ground in Itahari. In Japan,
Spice Purbeli FC announced that a
portion of the proceeds from its
upcoming SMILES GOLD CUP 2026
futsal tournament—scheduled for
August 30 in Chiba—will be donated to

Support has also come in from indi-
vidual well-wishers, including
Prasamsha Bhandari, a ninth-grader
at Tender Feet Boarding School in
Sundarharaincha, Morang, who
donated her Rs1,000 competition prize
money to Rai’s cause.

Funds are also being raised through
GoFundMe, a crowdfunding platform.

“The way Nepalis around the world
supported me with as much money as
they could is how I was able to resume
my rehabilitation in Bangkok,” Rai
said. “I cannot thank them enough.”

Rai was also heartened by a youth
rally organised by his friends and sup-
porters in Itahari on Saturday to press
the government for immediate inter-
vention. Demonstrators marched
holding placards reading, “Applause
when playing for the nation, neglect
when injured—how long will this
injustice continue?” and “The govern-
ment must take full responsibility for

the treatment and compensation of
injured players.”

Public solidarity is there but Rai
stresses that meaningful state inter-
vention remains absent.

“The most crucial support—from
the state—is still missing,” Rai said.
“If given the opportunity, I would like
to speak directly with Education and
Sports Minister Sasmit Pokharel to
explain my reality.”

When contacted, the NSC stated
that it plans to release an additional
Rs100,000 for Rai through the Athlete
Welfare Fund, bringing its total assis-
tance to Rs250,000.

“We initially dispatched Rs150,000
from an emergency fund designated
for accidents involving players or
staff—a fund that had a total budget of
only Rs700,000,” explained Khush Raj
Dahal, spokesperson for the NSC. “We
are now arranging to reimburse
another Rs100,000 through the Athlete
Welfare Fund.”

Asked if Rs250,000 was the maxi-
mum state support available to a
national athlete injured in service of
the country, Dahal cited rigid budget-
ary constraints.

“We cannot spend funds outside
designated budget line items,” Dahal
said. “This Rs250,000 is the absolute
maximum we can extend under cur-
rent rules.”

To date, Rai has received just over
Rs2 million—including the NSC’s ini-
tial Rs150,000—through donations
from well-wishers and crowdfunding
efforts worldwide.

Doctors have advised the defender
that he will require at least six more
months of intensive rehabilitation
before he can return home for surgery
to remove the hardware in his leg.

“When I last consulted the doctors,
they told me I need about six more
months of rehab. Only after that can I
return to Nepal to remove the steel in
my leg,” Rai told the Post. “I have only
one fear left: will my treatment come
to a halt once again in the coming
months for lack of money?”

ANFA has said it would bear all
expenses related to Rai’s treatment
until he fully recovers and will resume
the pending payments and treatment
process as soon as the legal and
administrative issues surrounding its
suspension are resolved. However,
given the government’s present han-
dling of the crisis, an immediate reso-
lution—and the lifting of the ban—
remains a distant prospect.

Even the ruling Rastriya Swatantra
Party’s chief whip Prakash Chandra
Pariyar raised Rai’s issue at the par-
liament on Monday. Whether the gov-
ernment will hear the plea of its own
party’s member remains to be seen.

“This 1s probably my
last year mn football,
says Cristiano Ronaldo

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
RIYADH, AUG 17

Cristiano Ronaldo says this Saudi
Pro League season is likely to be the
last of his professional career.

The 41-year-old superstar’s con-
tract with Riyadh club Al-Nassr,
signed in December 2022, expires
next June, and he has told Vogue
magazine that another is unlikely.

“This is probably my last year of
football, and I want to leave a spec-
tacular legacy,” Ronaldo said.

The Portugal forward, who has
scored 976 career goals, married
long-time partner, Georgina
Rodriguez, earlier this month.

“I have my future all mapped out,”
he said. “I have so many things to
keep me busy that to tell you just one
thing is hard. Because football could
leave a big hole, you have to fill your
time in various ways, not just one.
“And also have more fun, travel
more, watch and play padel, which I
really like, and continue to enjoy
what I've earned—what we’ve
earned. Because after all, it’s been 25
years with a lot of sacrifice.”

The 2026-27 SPL season is
Ronaldo’s 25th as a professional.
During his career, he has won five
Ballon d’Or awards and five UEFA
Champions League titles.

Ronaldo’s 28 league goals last sea-
son helped Al-Nassr become champi-
on of Saudi Arabia in May to secure
his first trophy since arriving in
Riyadh, and a first league title for the
club since 2019.

After returning from his wedding,
he missed Al-Nassr’s first game of its
title defence on Saturday, watching
from the sidelines as it opened with a
3-0 win over Al-Fateh. “Cristiano is
here today, and he is always present
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Postecoglou said after the game.

Ronaldo could play against
Al-Diriyah in the King’s Cup on
Tuesday. “The most important thing
now is recovery, especially as we have
only two days after this match,” for-
mer Tottenham Hotspur and
Nottingham Forest coach Postecoglou
said. Ronaldo’s comments came days
after long-time rival Lionel Messi
revealed that, following his father’s
death, he may soon retire.

“l don’t know how to carry on,”
Messi, 39, said. “I used to just play
football, and now I'm really not sure if
I’ll carry on doing it for much longer.”

with us,” Al—Na/ssr coach Ange

o

AP/RSS
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo waves following the World Cup Group K match against Colombia
in Miami Gardens, Florida, on June 27.
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Follow your instincts, Aries. Even if you tend to
listen more to your reason, put that aside. While
your ears can hear words, your intuition can
hear what’s between the lines and provide you
with a much bigger picture.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
Feed your mind with new knowledge, Taurus.
Visit an internet bookstore or read some inter-
esting information online. If you have more
time, visit the library, if possible, or explore
courses that you might like.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Try to see nightmares as safe ways to under-
stand feelings, Gemini. No one likes to experi-

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Are you living your dreams, Cancer? Are you
still in touch with them? The energy from
today’s planetary aspects can lend strength and
encouragement to this part of your life. Take
hold of the things you want most of all.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Today’s a good day to check into advancing your
career or education, Leo. The energy favors
expansion and growth. When was the last time
you learned a new skill? It doesn’t have to be
work related, either.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Do you recognise your intuition as a valuable
asset, Virgo? Some people do and some don’t.

i)

ence them, and we’d sooner forget them once
awake, the quickest way to ensure they don’t

return is to understand what they’re saying.

CROSSWORD

47 Part of Scand.

Which group are you in? It can be easy to trust
more in concrete, factual reality than in the

things you can’t touch.

HOROSCOPE

A

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

Use your creativity to make things happen
today, Libra. This doesn’t have to take the form

| of a finished product. You can come up with

new and innovative ways to approach a task,
project, or problem.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

Find new ways to expand your horizons,
Scorpio. The web has an infinite number of

| resources and information to explore. Not only

that, but your community and local colleges
offer various online courses to choose from.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)
Step out of your usual role, Sagittarius. Doing

~ this every now and then can add knowledge and
' expand your life. The day’s planetary aspects

favor such growth.

23 Goofs

SUDOKU

CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

Are you satisfied with your current career,
Capricorn? If not, start by making a plan. There
are specific steps that you can take to give you
the greatest advantage in the opportunities
available.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

Don’t fear change, Aquarius. Even if you think
you don’t adjust well, you have far more adapt-
ability than you realise. Without change, life
would become stagnant and lifeless.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

Make your dreams valuable tools for insight,
Pisces. Back in the old days, great rulers believed
so strongly in the insight of dreams that they
employed interpreters. ASTROLOGY.COM

one

— Martin
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When a parent leaves, a child grieves

Parental migration can bring anxiety, loneliness and attachment difficulties for children,
even when they remain connected through calls and messages.

QO JONY NEPAL
KATHMANDU

hen a parent migrates for

work, they leave behind

fragments of their pres-

ence, which, for a child,

are never quite enough to
make up a whole person.

As parents’ migration for work becomes
more normalised in Nepali society, we
might be underestimating its psychologi-
cal cost, a complex understanding of pres-
ence and absence in the children’s minds.

Through FaceTime, voice memos, pic-
tures, and videos, their parent’s embrace
is known but never truly felt. As a result,
they neither become fully connected nor
entirely foreign, leading to a sense of
ambiguity in their grief.

Sunika Joshi is a mental health profes-
sional specialising in trauma, neurodiver-
sity, child and adolescent mental health,
and suicide prevention. She is also the
co-founder of Lighthouse Neural, a men-
tal health organisation.

Here, she discusses the psychological
impact of parental migration on children,
how prolonged separation can shape
attachment and relationships, and what
families can do to protect children’s emo-
tional well-being.

When one parent goes abroad for work,
what happens inside a child’s mind in the
first few months before the ‘new normal’
setsin?

The new normal depends on who is the
caretaker, living arrangements, and sense
of security/ safety where they live.
Usually, children gradually adapt to new
family dynamics.

Initially, children may experience grief-
like responses such as sadness, confusion,
anger, and somatic complaints like head-
aches, stomach pain, and sleep issues.

Younger children may show stress in
the form of bedwetting, anger issues, and
crying over minor issues that are not
related to the absence. Adolescents may
experience increased worry due to uncer-
tainty, loneliness, and fear.

It can be termed as ambiguous loss,
which is a profound sense of loss and sad-
ness that is not death-related; the parent is
physically absent but psychologically or
emotionally present in some way.

But at the same time, adolescents can
also feel a sense of pride if they see it as a
sacrifice for the family’s financial securi-
ty and remain hopeful that their lives will
improve—economically and socially.

If the child is young, has the family
member explained what migration is and
how the living arrangement will change?
Is anyone helping the child to make sense
of the change? Does the child have access
to communicate with the parent who

migrated? Questions, as such, matter
equally.

There could be many underlying vul-
nerabilities. If the child has the right
support, they can feel hopeful about the
future, but if the child is exposed to uncer-
tainty due to debt or illegal ways to go
abroad, the risk of being cheated and the
family being stressed, the child can also
sense the stress and show emotional and
behavioral symptoms.

How does prolonged physical absence
affect a child's attachment style? Are
these kids more anxious, more avoidant,
or does it vary?

What happens during the absence of the
parent determines the attachment style.
They can be anxious and avoidant.
Prolonged separation can increase the
risk of both.

Anxious attachment means becoming
hypervigilant, fearing abandonment, and
worrying about parents’ return, safety,
and relationship. Experience emotional
vulnerability and loneliness. This attach-
ment happens when caregivers are unable
to consistently meet or respond to the
young child’s emotional and physical
needs. Later in life, they might struggle
with anxiety in relationships, making
them ‘clingy’ or jealous.

Avoidant attachment means to learn to
suppress and avoid emotional conversa-
tions, spending time with family, or com-
municating their issues. Children may
become self-reliant and push people away;

—— MENTAL HEALTH —

don’t actively seek out their caregiver for
comfort or emotional support. It results
when a young child loses a sense of secu-
rity in their environment. It can lead to
suspicion, hostility, and lack of commit-
ment in later relationships.

But these depend on the child’s temper-
ament, the consistency of the substitute
caregiver and how communication with
the absent parent is handled.

But when caregiving is inconsistent, chil-
dren are likely to show anxiety, depressive
symptoms, and challenges in forming an
emotional bond with friends and family.

Can a strong emotional bond survive
almost entirely through video calls and
voice notes? What gets lost that even
daily calls can't replace?

No, physical presence is different than
talking on a call. You see the nuances. It is
like reading a summary of the book with-
out reading the entire book.

Video calls and voice notes help main-
tain a sense of connection and can reduce
separation anxiety compared to no con-
tact, but cannot fully replace physical
presence, especially for younger children.

The child is deprived of physical affec-
tion, which is crucial for co-regulation,
feeling safe and secure, and forming an
attachment to the parent. The child and
parent also miss out on the minor, first-
hand details of daily routines and what
each other’s days look like.

Non-verbal communication is largely
missing, creating a gap in understanding
underlying emotions and in developing
attachment through non-verbal cues. And
if certain things are not communicated
through words or messages, they will be
missed.

In the Nepali context, emotional bonds
are formed by providing material support
in the form of favourite food and gifts.
Families do not communicate through
words and talk about emotions. In
Nepal, fathers, in particular, do not
share vulnerability or emotions.

So, this can create a huge gap
in building a strong emotional
bond as a family. Families
would only know about each
other through events shared
across the device. What gets
lost is the bond, trust, and
reliability you create through
physical presence, making
memories by being in the
same space and engag-
ing in activities like
cooking and celebrat-
ing festivals together.

Also, passing down
the culture, values,

knowledge, and the Psychologist Sunika Joshi
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roots of the family/ethnicity/indigeneity.

Is there any age range where a parent’s
absence particularly leaves lasting dam-
age?

Yes, in young age and in adolescence.

Younger children, when they have not
made sense of the separation and do not
understand the change, can show with-
drawal and aggression. Early childhood is
the time when they learn and understand
attachment, love, care, affection, and emo-
tion regulation from their parents, and
disruptions in this process can have emo-
tional consequences. Adolescents also
face an increasing risk of confusion, lone-
liness, worry, and uncertainty.

As humans, we are all resilient and can
adjust to change, but how a child makes
sense of a parent’s absence largely
depends on the caretaker and guardian, as
well as the family’s response, the commu-
nity the child lives in, and the environ-
ment.

The connection with the parent can
become superficial and may lead to issues
with socio-emotional adjustment. A sense
of security and trust can also change as
the child grows. Psychological well-being
declines if more socio-economic challeng-
es arise after migration.

What's one piece of practical advice you'd
give the parent staying behind to protect
a child’s emotional development?

Choose a safe and secure place to live and
a caregiver. Assess the risk of abuse,
assault, discrimination, and neglect from
the people around.

Do not pressure the child to take respon-
sibility for the missing parent.

Make sure they understand why the
parent migrated; do not expose them to
the news of death, accidents, injury, par-
ent separation.

Create space for the child to express
their feelings, be vulnerable and if they

are showing emotional distress, under-
stand that it can be a reaction to
worry and distress.

Do not shut the children and
ask them to understand
everything.

Help the child to foster a
bond with the migrant parent-
help them maintain a healthy
relationship and communi-
cate.

Avoid putting the
child in the middle of
adult conflicts about

money or return
plans. Seek help from
schools, communi-
cate about the
change in a child’s
life.

COURTESY OF SUNIKA JOSHI

When an oral story
becomes a pamnting

O JONATAN SODERGREN

ten games for modern computers.

same pattern now shapes televi-

Now that it's big business, nostalgia 1s a thing of the past

Almost nothing disappears anymore. Old films stream on demand. Games are endlessly remastered.

may become something different.

‘Myth & Memory brings Kirati Rai folklore,
sisterhood, and the movements of Sakela into a
contemporary series of paintings.

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU

rtist Bivas

Rai’s solo exhi-

bition ‘Myth &

Memory’ will

pen at

Siddhartha Art Gallery,
Baber Mahal Revisited, on

August 28.

Presented by the
Australian Himalayan
Foundation (AHF) and

Siddhartha Art Gallery, the
exhibition brings together
paintings that explore
Kirati Rai culture through
Sakela, a communal dance
and festival celebrated to
honour nature and ances-
tors.

Rali, recipient of the 2025
AHF Himalayan Art
Award, grew up in an extended
Rai family surrounded by stories.
As a child, however, he says he
rarely had the patience to listen to
them. Years later, his relationship
with those stories has changed.

“Indigenous history is primari-
ly passed down in the form of sto-
ries from one generation to the
next,” says Rai. His growing curi-
osity about the stories he once
avoided led him to spend the past
year observing, listening to, and
archiving accounts shared by
elders in his family.

Rather than trying to establish
a single authoritative version,
‘Myth & Memory’ works within
this shifting nature of folklore.

Sakela provides the visual lan-
guage for the series. Its silli, or
dance movements, often imitate
elements of nature, including ani-
mals and flowers. While Sakela
sets the visual tone, Rai says the
exhibition is rooted in sisterhood
and matriarchy.

Every painting in the series fea-
tures one of his sisters. Rai con-

AUSTRALIAN
HI/AALAYAN

FOUNDATION

BIVAS RAI

August 28 - September 20. 2026

nects the women he grew up with
to the Kirati myth of Tayama and
Khiyama, the primordial sisters,
allowing familial memory and
inherited mythology to occupy the
same space.

“My world has been shaped
entirely by the strength and pres-
ence of my mother, her sisters,
and my own sisters,” says Rai.

Through ‘Myth & Memory’,
these recollections are carried
from oral storytelling into paint-
ing, preserving them while
acknowledging that memory itself
continues to shift each time a
story is retold.

The exhibition will be inaugu-
rated by Australian Ambassador
to Nepal Simon Ernst, AHF Chair
Garry Weare, and AHF Himalayan
Art Award founder Margie
Thomas.

Myth & Memory

When: August 28 to September 20
Where: Siddhartha Art Gallery,
Baber Mahal Revisited, Kathmandu
Opening: August 28, 5:30 pm

etro is booming.

Nintendo keeps bring-

ing back old games.

Hollywood can’t stop

making sequels and
remakes. Netflix fills our screens
with shows inspired by the 1980s.
Spotify recommends songs we
loved as teenagers. Even Facebook
reminds us what we were doing
“On This Day” ten years ago.

For businesses, the past has
become big. The market for retro
entertainment has never been
stronger. Companies know that
looking backwards can help sell
products today. A familiar logo, an
old game or a favourite song can
create an instant emotional con-
nection with customers.

For years, researchers have
explained this success through
nostalgia. Looking back on happy
memories can make us feel con-
nected to who we are, remind us
of people we care about and even
help us cope with difficult times.
Marketers have learned to tap into
these feelings by bringing back
old brands, old designs and old
experiences.

But what if business-
es become too good at
selling nostalgia?
Research I carried out
with colleagues sug-
gests that digital tech-
nology is changing
nostalgia itself.
Ironically, by making
the past permanently
available, companies
may be weakening the
very notion they are trying to sell.

Video games show this better
than almost any other industry.
Not long ago, if you missed an old
game, that was it. Consoles became
obsolete, cartridges stopped work-
ing and arcade machines disap-
peared. Part of what made those
games special was that they
belonged to another time.

Today, the opposite is true.
Nintendo lets players revisit clas-
sic games through online sub-
scriptions. PlayStation regularly
releases remastered versions of
older titles. Publishers such as
Nightdive Studios restore forgot-

Fans can play hundreds of clas-
sics through online archives. Old
games rarely stay old for long.

Three connected practices

In our research, we argue that
companies increasingly rely on
three connected practices.

The first is preservation. Digital
archives, cloud storage and online
libraries keep games, films, music
and photographs available for dec-
ades instead of allowing them to
disappear.

The second is restoration. Old

|_I\llarketers have
learned to tap into
these feelings by
bringing back old
experiences.

_

ucts are cleaned
up for modern
audiences. Games
receive better graphics and sound.
Al improves old photographs and
recordings. The past returns look-
ing newer than ever.

The third is “foreverisation”.
This goes beyond preserving or
restoring the past. Companies con-
tinually remake, reboot and recy-
cle successful ideas so they never
really leave the market. Instead of
revisiting the past once in a while,
consumers encounter endless new
versions of it.

Gaming makes these changes
especially easy to see. But the

sion, music, film, fashion and
even our personal memories
stored on digital platforms.

Nostalgia is bittersweet
This is where philosopher Grafton
Tanner offers an interesting twist.
He argues that today’s culture is
less nostalgic than we think. That
sounds strange at first. After all,
we seem surrounded by nostalgia.
But nostalgia has traditionally
depended on something being
gone. You missed the TV show
because it was no longer broad-
cast. Your favourite toy broke. The
record went out of print. The band
split up. The past mattered
because you couldn’t go back to it,
but now you can — easily.
Psychologists have long argued
that nostalgia is bittersweet. It
combines warm memories with
the knowledge that those moments
can’t be relived exactly as they

were. That feeling of loss gives
nostalgia much of its emotional
power.

Digital technology changes
this relationship with the past.
Almost nothing truly disappears
anymore. Old films stream on
demand. Games are endlessly
remastered. Social media
reminds us of what happened
years ago without us even ask-
ing. Instead of remembering the
past, we increasingly live along-
side it. The more the past stays
present, the less distant it feels.
And without distance, nostalgia

Selling familiarity

This creates an interesting chal-
lenge for businesses. Retro prod-
ucts clearly remain successful.
But perhaps companies are no
longer selling nostalgia itself.
Instead, they may be selling some-
thing close to it: familiarity, com-
fort and recognition.

Those feelings are valuable.
Consumers often enjoy revisiting
favourite characters, songs and
brands. Familiar products also
feel safer in uncertain times,
which helps explain why compa-
nies continue investing in them.
Yet our research suggests there is
a potential limit to this strategy.

If nostalgia depends on time,
distance and the feeling that some-
thing has been lost, then endlessly
reproducing the past may slowly
erode the conditions that make
nostalgia powerful in the first
place. Consumers may stop long-
ing for the past because the past
never actually goes away.

That doesn’t mean retro market-
ing will suddenly stop working.
Familiarity will always have com-
mercial value. But familiarity and
nostalgia are not quite the same
thing. The irony is hard to

miss. The compa-
nies that have become
most successful at preserving,
restoring and “foreverising” the
past may eventually exhaust the
emotional resource they depend on.
Gaming shows this most clearly
today. But as streaming platforms,
Al, social media and heritage
brands increasingly keep the past
permanently within reach, every
industry may face the same ques-
tion: the future of nostalgia may
depend on whether we’re still
allowed to let go of the past.
- The Conversation

PHOTO: THE CONVERSATION

Published and printed by Kantipur Publications Limited, Central Business Park, Thapathali, Kathmandu, Nepal, P. B. No. 8559, Phone: 5135000, Fax: 977-1-5135057, E-mail: kpost@kmg.com.np, Regd. No. 32/049/050, Chairman: Kailash Sirohiya, Deputy Editor: Binod Ghimire, Editor-in-Chief: Gokarna Awasthi
000 o0



