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Nepal stakes its claim to basmati rice

As India, Pakistan compete for geographical indication rights, Nepal drafts its first Gl law to protect local products.
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A farmer tends to his Kalanamak paddy crop in Ramtalaha, Kapilvastu, in this picture taken last year.

O UPENDRA RAJ PANDEY
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

Across South Asia, basmati rice has
long been associated with prestige.
It is the mainstay of parties during
special occasions—from weddings
and religious ceremonies to Dashain,
Tihar and Eid celebrations. The
fragrance of basmati—the word ‘bas-
mati’ means ‘fragrant’ in Sanskrit—
often defines dishes such as pulao and
biryani, adding a sense of occasion to
meals served at family kitchens, res-
taurants and five-star hotel buffets.
This famous aromatic rice is now

at the centre of a long-running
dispute over its origins, geographical
indication (GI) rights and ownership
of its global identity.

India, Pakistan and, in recent years,
Nepal have all entered the race to
claim basmati as their own.

As the three countries continue
their competing claims, Nepal is
preparing to introduce its first
standalone legal framework for geo-
graphical indications.

The government is moving ahead
with an Industrial Property Bill that
would provide legal recognition to GI
products. The proposed law is expect-

ed to create a foundation for protect-
ing Nepali products such as basmati
rice, Ilam tea, Jumla beans and
Bhaktapur’s juju dhau—literally
translating to ‘king of yoghurt'—in
domestic and international markets.
Nepal currently has no dedicated
law governing geographical indica-
tions. Article 25 of the constitution
guarantees property rights, including
intellectual property, while the
Copyright Act 2002 provides some pro-
tection for intellectual creations.
However, the government is seeking
to replace the outdated Patent, Design
and Trademark Act 1965 with a broad-

er industrial property law. The bill
was previously introduced in the
House of Representatives on June 6,
2025, by then-industry minister
Damodar Bhandari, but became
inactive after Parliament was
dissolved on September 12 following
the Gen Z protests. The government
has now revived the draft as part of its
list of priority legislation to be enact-
ed within a year.

The proposed law defines a
geographical indication as “any sign
or geographical name identifying
goods produced or processed in a spe-
cific geographical location or region
where those goods possess qualities,
reputation or characteristics associat-
ed with that area.”

The bill outlines the criteria for
granting GI protection and includes
provisions allowing Nepal and
other countries to recognise each
other’s GI-protected products through
bilateral agreements. It also proposes
a separate national symbol or logo for
GI products.

The long-running basmati dispute
The international battle over basmati
gained global attention in 1997, when
the Texas-based company RiceTec
registered a patent with the United
States Patent and Trademark Office
(USPTO) for basmati rice and named
it “Texmati.”

India contested the claim through
the Agricultural and Processed Food
Products Export Development
Authority (APEDA), while over
50,000 people staged a protest outside
the US Embassy in New Delhi.
Environmentalist Vandana Shiva
termed RiceTec’s claim ‘absurd’.

Following India’s challenge,
RiceTec withdrew 15 of its original
20 claims. The remaining
rights were limited to three specific
hybrid varieties developed by the
company itself: Basmati-867, RT-1117
and RT-1121.

>> Continued on page 2

New national framework eases university credit transfer

It could be useful especially for students whose education is disrupted by unforeseen circumstances, officials say.

O SUDEEP KAINI
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

Students who have had to discontinue
their studies or move to another
university will now be able to transfer
the academic credits they have earned
and continue their education under
a new system introduced by the
University Grants Commission (UGC).

The UGC has issued the Academic
Credit Bank Establishment and
Operation Directive 2026, setting
common standards for storing and
transferring credits earned at univer-
sities and other higher education
institutions in Nepal and abroad.

The directive, made public on
Friday, aims to make credit transfer
more transparent and consistent
among universities.

“Universities can carry out credit
transfers. The directive has been
issued to establish a credit bank, but
much work remains before the bank
can be fully operational,” said Kedar
Prasad Acharya, director at the UGC.
“It will take some time.”

The commission plans to establish

the Academic Credit Bank itself.
Under the directive, credits earned by
students will be stored on a single
digital platform and can later be trans-
ferred, at their request, to another
institution or another programme
within the same institution.

|_UGC decided in April to
introduce a framework
for credit transfer. A
directive followed.

_

Nepali universities have been allow-
ing credit transfers through their own
arrangements, but there has been no
common standard or formal system
recognised across institutions.

The UGC decided in April to intro-
duce a national framework for
credit transfer and subsequently pre-
pared the directive.

Former UGC chair Devaraj
Adhikari said the absence of clear and

uniform rules had made credit trans-
fers difficult in Nepal.

“Standards have been set to make
credit transfer easier by bringing uni-
formity,” he said. “Universities can
work according to the directive.”

Adhikari said the system would
particularly benefit students who
return to Nepal after having to stop
their studies abroad, those who need
to change universities for various rea-
sons and people who leave or resume
higher education while working.

The need for a common system
gained attention after the death of a
Nepali student at Kalinga Institute
of Industrial Technology in Odisha,
India, in February 2025. Following the
incident, Nepali students studying
there announced plans to discontinue
their studies. Tribhuvan University,
Kathmandu University and
Purbanchal University subsequently
offered to admit affected students
through credit transfer, but each insti-
tution followed different criteria.

Acharya said the new directive was
intended to remove such inconsisten-
cies. “The directive provides a uni-

form basis for credit transfer, which
universities can implement through
their own academic rules,” he said.

The proposed Academic Credit
Bank will serve as a digital, virtual
and online repository of academic
credits earned at higher education
institutions. Students will have to
apply to deposit their credits in the
system. The credits can then be
transferred after the receiving
institution determines that the sub-
jects and academic fields are suffi-
ciently equivalent.

The system will also apply to stu-
dents who studied at institutions
established under the laws of foreign
countries, including those who inter-
rupted their studies midway.

However, there are limits. Credits
earned for a bachelor’s degree can be
transferred and used only within
seven years, while those for a master’s
degree can be transferred within five
years. The amount transferred cannot
exceed 50 percent of the total credits
required for the programme in which
a student seeks admission.

>> Continued on page 2

Judicial Council may
bar lawyers from
Supreme Court bench

With four top court vacancies and 25,000 pending
cases, the Judicial Council is under pressure to fill
the bench while rethinking its appointment practice.

O DURGA DULAL
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

The Judicial Council is preparing to
prioritise career judges from the
district and high courts for upcoming
Supreme Court appointments, poten-
tially ending the long-standing prac-
tice of appointing private legal practi-
tioners directly to the top court.

According to sources within the
council, preparations are underway
to ensure that no lawyers in private
practice are directly appointed to
the Supreme Court in the upcoming
round of appointments. The council is
discussing whether to institutionalise
a system in which judges with experi-
ence at the district and high courts are
given preference for selection to the
country’s highest court.

The appointment of Supreme Court
justices has long been debated,
drawing scrutiny from the public and
the legal community. The Report on
the Eradication of Malpractices and
Anomalies in the Judiciary, 2021, pre-
pared by then Supreme Court justice
Hari Krishna Karki, identified
deep-rooted problems in the judicial
appointment process.

The report found that subjective,
opaque and politically influenced
considerations had often overshad-
owed the objective criteria set by
the Constitution.

It recommended that appointments
be based on a comprehensive assess-
ment of constitutionally qualified
candidates, including their seniority,
practical experience, knowledge of
law and the constitution, efficiency,
integrity, impartiality, professional
and moral conduct, and contribution
to the field of law and justice.

The report also pointed to nepo-
tism, favouritism, political patronage
and political quota-sharing among
major parties, as factors influencing
judicial appointments.

In some cases, it found that individ-
uals lacking the minimum qualifica-
tions required under the constitution
and sufficient judicial experience had
been recommended for appointment.

It is against this backdrop that the

council has begun discussing a
change in its approach to apex court
appointments.

“To ensure that the persistent ques-
tions and allegations of political
manoeuvring and partisan influence
do not surface this time around, we
are actively discussing the implemen-
tation of an appointment style that is
distinctly different and more trans-
parent than past practices,” a current
member of the council said, speaking
on condition of anonymity because of
the sensitivity of the deliberations.

The council member recalled an
appointment made about seven years
ago, when a large group of private
legal practitioners were appointed
directly as permanent justices of the
Supreme Court.

After the appointments, a senior
judicial colleague asked one of the
newly appointed justices, who had
come directly from the Bar, how he
was finding the job.

N

pproach floated amid
criticism of opaque and
politically influenced

judicial appointments.

_

“I am learning,” the justice replied,
having spent barely a month on the
top court bench, according to the
council member.

“The Supreme Court is not a place to
learn,” the senior justice responded.

The anecdote has resurfaced in the
council’s current discussions over
whether judges should first gain expe-
rience in the lower courts before
reaching the apex court.

The debate has also been fuelled
by questions raised over the perfor-
mance of some justices appointed
directly from private practice, includ-
ing concerns about their efficiency,
judicial temperament and overall
performance.

>> Continued on page 3
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The appointment of justices has long been debated, drawing public and legal scrutiny.

Poor preparation leaves people vulnerable to Japanese encephalitis

Six deaths were reported in Koshi province, two in Madhesh and one in Lumbini in less than a month.

O ARJUN POUDEL
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

At least nine people have died and 37 others
have been infected with Japanese encephalitis
(JE) virus in less than a month, and health
officials warn that the toll could rise as the
peak season for the mosquito-borne disease
approaches.

What has particularly concerned immunisa-
tion officials is the death of a person in
Nawalparasi East, where authorities had
launched a JE vaccination campaign a few
months ago.

“Our surveillance and investigation show
that the person who died of JE infection was
unvaccinated,” said Dr Abhiyan Gautam,
chief of Immunisation Section at the Family
Welfare Division under the Department of
Health Services. “Coverage of JE vaccination
in Nawalparasi East was only 77 percent and
the recent death shows that unvaccinated peo-
ple are at risk of getting seriously ill or dying
from the infection.”

JE is a viral brain infection endemic to Asia
and parts of the Western Pacific. It is transmit-
ted by mosquitoes and belongs to the same fla-
vivirus family as dengue, Zika, yellow fever,
and West Nile viruses.

The virus Kkills about one-third of those who
develop severe illness, while up to half of sur-

vivors are left with severe lifelong disabilities,
according to the World Health Organisation.

Six of the nine deaths were reported in
Koshi province, two in Madhesh and one in
Lumbini. Health authorities are probing other
reported deaths and infections.

Last year, 41 people died and 141 others were
infected with JE, which spread to over 117 local
units across 45 districts. The case fatality rate
was around 23 percent.

In 2024, 23 people, including one person in
Kathmandu Valley, died of JE, while at least
80 were infected.

Around 20 percent of the cases reported this
year have resulted in deaths. Officials say
unvaccinated people are at serious risk of get-
ting severe and dying from the infection. The
disease can cause permanent injuries to the
brain and the nervous system, and there is no
specific treatment. Care focuses on managing
symptoms and complications.

Immunisation experts and members of the
National Immunisation Advisory Committee,
have recommended a single dose of the JE
vaccine for all unvaccinated people, saying
they remain at high risk of infection, severe
illness, and death.

Last year’s data show that 76 percent of
those who died from JE were over 40 years old,
while around 70 percent of those infected were
older than 15. The figures indicate that the
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Culex mosquito transmits JE.

disease is affecting a large number of people
beyond the age group coerced by routine child-
hood vaccination.

Asked why authorities have not taken broad-
er preventive measures after 41 people died of
JE last year, officials say vaccination was the
only effective measure to prevent infection and
deaths, but the government did not have the
budget to vaccinate all vulnerable populations.

“We know that vaccination is a safe and
proven method to prevent deaths, permanent
disabilities and infection from JE,” said
Gautam. “We know that we can save our popu-
lation by a single dose of vaccine.

But the government did not have the budget to

vaccinate the entire population at once, he said.
“We only managed to launch vaccination in
Nawalparasi East and some wards of Chitwan
districts, where infection rate was too high.”

The government has allocated Rs460 million
to vaccinate people in 11 districts with a high
JE burden. Chitwan, Kailali, Tanahun, Dang,
Jhapa, Kapilvastu, Morang, Rupandehi,
Sunsari, Rautahat and Sarlahi districts have
been selected for the campaign based on their
high morbidity and mortality rates.

However, the vaccination programme will
not start before April next year, because vac-
cine procurement and supply will take time,
according to officials. JE has long been a major
public health problem in Nepal. The virus
killed nearly 2,000 people in Nepal in 2005,
mostly children in the Tarai districts.

Nepal started administering the JE vaccine
in 2006, eight years before the WHO officially
issued prequalification certification, due to
high rates of infection and deaths. The pro-
gramme was later expanded with support from
donors and global health partners.

Experts say everyone who remains unvacci-
nated should receive at least one dose of the JE
vaccine, which is effective in preventing severe
illness and death.

“As JE infection causes high mortality and
disability, authorities concerned must arrange
the vaccine for the unvaccinated population,”

said Dr Shyam Raj Upreti, former director gen-
eral at the Department of Health Services.

Upreti, who is also an immunisation expert,
said vaccination is the only effective way to
prevent further deaths and disabilities from JE.

Along with vaccination, awareness drives
and promotion of sanitation and hygiene and
behavioural change are also crucial in prevent-
ing the spread of the deadly viral disease.

Officials say the responsibility for public
awareness drives lies with the local govern-
ments. However, poor coordination among the
three tiers of government — federal, provin-
cial and local — has hampered other preven-
tive measures. Many local governments say
they do not even receive timely information
about JE outbreaks.

Nepal has included the JE vaccine in its rou-
tine immunisation programme and adminis-
ters it free of charge to children at state-run
health facilities.

An estimated 12.5 million people are thought
to be at high risk of JE infection in Nepal.

The vaccine is also available at pharmacies,
but it is costly, meaning that many vulnerable
people cannot afford to pay out of pocket.

JE is transmitted to humans through the
bite of infected Culex mosquitoes. Pigs and
ducks are considered natural reservoirs of the
virus. Pig farmers and those residing near the
paddy fields are at particularly high risk.
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Sudurpaschim approved no new bills in
2025-26, yet to pass budget for this year

Only two amendment bills were passed last fiscal year due to political disputes.

O ARJUN SHAH
DHANGADHI, AUG 9

The Sudurpashchim Provincial
Assembly spent Rs140.2 million
in the fiscal year 2025-26 but
failed to pass even a single bill. It
has also yet to approve the annual
budget for the current fiscal year,
leaving the province in a
financial uncertainty.

The assembly secretariat said
the provincial government regis-
tered two new and three amend-
ment bills in 2025-26. Only two
amendment bills were passed.

“Not a single new bill could be
passed,” said Yubaraj Jaisi, infor-
mation officer at the Provincial
Assembly Secretariat. Nine bills,
including two new bills regis-
tered last fiscal year, remain
under consideration. Among
them seven bills were sent to the
respective committees.

According to Speaker Bhim
Bahadur Bhandari, the assembly
held 30 meetings during three
sessions last fiscal year—eight in
the sixth, five in the seventh and
17 in the eighth sessions. The
irregular functioning of the pro-
vincial assembly has affected the
lawmaking process. The assem-
bly members claimed that law-
making had not been a priority
for either the provincial govern-

reveals

ment or the assembly.

“Recent sessions have been
affected by struggles for power.
Various bills are stuck in commit-
tees, and bills already tabled have
not moved through discussions
quickly,” said Meghraj Khadka,
an assembly member elected from
the Nepali Congress. “The assem-
bly members have not been given
an environment in which they can
play an effective role.”

Nepali Communist Party mem-
ber Shiva Singh Oli blamed poor
coordination between the provin-
cial executive and assembly.

“A tradition has developed in
which the government does not
take seriously even the issues
raised by assembly members,” he
said. “The committees have also
failed to become effective or con-
nect with the public. A lot of legal
work needs to be done, but it has
not happened.”

Data provided by the Provincial
Treasury and Comptroller Office
that the
incurred a total expenditure of
Rs140.23 million over the fiscal
year. These taxpayer funds were
disbursed to cover salaries for
assembly members and their per-
sonal secretarial staff, adminis-
trative upkeep, meeting allow-
ances, vehicle maintenance, and
fuel expenses.

Service

Management.

rejected the

assembly

ment in a minority.

Despite these expenditures,
legislative productivity remained
abysmal. According to Jaisi, the
government registered two new
bills and three amendment bills
in the assembly during 2025-26.
The only legislative achieve-
ments were the approval of the
Sudurpaschim Province Local
(Formation
Operation) First Amendment Bill
and an amendment to the 2018
Act on Assembly Secretariat

The slowdown comes as the
province faces another budget
crisis. The assembly has failed to
endorse the budget for the fiscal
year 2026-27, leaving government
spending paralysed. A protracted
dispute between the Nepali
Congress-led government and
coalition partner CPN-UML had
stalled deliberations. The UML
budget.
Minister Kamal Bahadur Shah
then dismissed four UML minis-
ters, after which the party with-
drew support, leaving his govern-

The lawmaking record is weak
even across the current assem-
bly’s second term. Jaisi said 23
bills were registered in nearly
four years, but only 16 were
passed—13 amendment bills and
three new bills among them.

O KAMAL PANTHI

BARDIYA, AUG 9
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Universities will also have to record transferred
credits on the academic certificate issued to stu-
dents. The UGC said the directive was designed to
promote student mobility and continuity in higher
education by allowing credits earned inside and out-

side Nepal to be accumulated and transferred.

The directive allows federal and provincial
universities, as well as academies, to amend their
rules and regulations to implement the provisions.
Universities have generally treated 16 hours of
learning under the semester system as equivalent to

one academic credit.

Officials say the new framework could be especial-
ly useful for students whose education is disrupted
by unforeseen circumstances. Rather than forcing
them to start a degree again after changing institu-
tions, the system will allow them to carry forward

eligible academic work.

The commission says the digital credit bank will

eventually provide a national record of students’

require further technical and administrative work.

their studies at another university or institution.

iversity credits

can return to Bardiya.”

have crossed from Nepal.

tuary for rhino conservation.

mammals in western Bardiya.
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University Grants Commission (pictured) says the new credit
academic credits, although its full operation will transfer system will make it easier for for students to continue

The number of one-horned rhinoceros in
Bardiya National Park (BNP) is declining
and despite years of success in controlling
with conservation officials
blaming dwindling water sources, shrink-
ing grasslands and a shortage of wallow-
ing ponds, all compounded by growing

The BNP, the largest national park in
lowland Tarai covering an area of 968
square kilometres, counted 38 rhinos in its
2021 census. According to the park admin-
istration, seven rhinos died over the past

Around 20 rhinos were believed to have
crossed into India’s Katarniaghat Wildlife
Sanctuary through the Khata corridor
over the past two years, mainly due to

Conservationists, however, are less con-
fident about their return. Bijaya Raj
Subedi, chief of the Division Forest Office
in Bardiya, said Katarniaghat has suffi-
cient water and grasslands, making it a
more attractive habitat for rhinos that

Conservationists say Indian authorities
have in recent years developed grasslands,
water, and wallowing facilities in the sanc-

The Geruwa river, a major offshoot of
the Karnali, is at the centre of the prob-
lem. Its flow has declined as the river has
gradually changed course, while floods
and sediment deposits have altered the
riverbed. The Geruwa coastal area is the
main habitat of rhinos and other large

“Safe habitat, adequate food and water
throughout the year need to be managed,”
said Ramesh Kumar Thapa, a former chief
conservation officer of the park. “The nar-
rowing of biological corridors, expansion
of settlements, roads and other human
activities have also become problems.”

Several streams in and around Bardiya
dry up during the winter months.
Karnali river is the park’s main natural

Authorities have not conducted fresh sur-
veys to track the endangered species. The
census scheduled for 2025 was postponed
because of a funding shortage, leaving the
current population uncertain.
Conservationists are worried regarding the
declining rhino population in Bardiya.

“Even though the number of rhinos has
declined, they are not on the verge of
extinction,” said Mahesh Neupane, infor-
mation officer at the park. “Rhinos natu-
rally cross the border, and since they don’t
stay in one place, those that reach India

water source, but part of its flow is divert-
ed for irrigation, while the Geruwa
receives less water after changes in the
river’s course. The park has built around
200 artificial ponds, but conservationists
say these are not enough for large animals
such as rhinos, which need natural water
bodies and grasslands.

Ajit Tumbahamphe, Bardiya pro-
gramme chief of the National Trust for
Nature Conservation, said the shortage of
natural water had pushed wildlife towards
India through the Khata bio-corridor. The
24-km corridor links Bardiya with
Katarniaghat, allowing rhinos, tigers, ele-
phants and other animals to move across
the border.

The decline is also reflected in deaths.
Seven rhinos—four males and three
females—have died in Bardiya over the
past five years, according to Neupane.
Several died in territorial fights as they
competed for increasingly limited habitat.

On August 1, a male rhino of about 20 to
22 years was found dead after apparently
fighting another rhino at Saijanghat along
the Geruwa river. In April a rhino calf was
found dead after a tiger attack in Shiva
Community Forest. Three other rhinos
died after fights in 2024 and 2022, while one
was Kkilled by a tiger and another died of
natural causes.

Neupane said better habitat manage-
ment could help reduce conflicts among
rhinos, particularly by expanding grass-
lands and water sources. The park said a

The donor organisation plans to fund new

ponds, grasslands management and habi-

Dwindling rhino population in
Bardiya worries conservationists

Around 20 rhinos are believed to have crossed the border over the past two years,
driven by shortages of water and grasslands in Bardiya National Park.

PHOTO: COURTESY OF BARDIYA NATIONAL PARK
Arhino believed to be 20-22 years old was found dead in the Geruwa River at Saijanghat in Bardiya on
August 1, apparently after fighting another rhino.

tat improvements this year.

Bardiya’s rhino population has also
been shaped by past translocations.
Between 1986 and 2000, 83 rhinos were
moved from Chitwan to the Babai Valley
and Karnali river area. Park records show
36 were Kkilled by poachers during Nepal’s
armed conflict between 1996 and 2006 and
24 died from natural causes. No rhino
poaching has been reported in Bardiya for
nearly two decades.

Thapa says habitat management now
needs to be treated as urgently as security.
He proposed keeping rhinos in a scientifi-
cally managed, secure enclosure of at least
500 hectares for breeding and gradually
releasing them into natural habitat after
their numbers increase. “This model is
used in national parks in India and South
Africa, but it has not been introduced in
Nepal. It could be suitable here,” he said.

Neupane believes that without reliable
water, adequate grasslands, wallowing sites
and safe corridors, Bardiya’s rhinos will
remain under pressure.

The one-horned rhino, which is native to
Nepal and India, is an endangered animal
species. According to the national rhino
census held in 2021, Nepal is home to 752
one-horned rhinos. The rhinos are found
in four protected areas in the country—
Chitwan National Park, Bardiya National
Park, Shuklaphanta National Park and
Parsa National Park. According to the cen-
sus, Chitwan National Park alone hosts 694
rhinos while Bardiya National Park has 38,
Shuklaphanta National Park has 17 and
Parsa National Park has three.

Who owns basmati? Nepal enters a global battle over a prized grain

>> Continued from page 1

The company did not gain exclusive rights
over the traditional name “basmati”. Later,
after failing to pay maintenance fees, RiceTec
lost its patent rights altogether.

The dispute also created a rare moment of
alignment between India and Pakistan, two
countries that have historically clashed over
political and territorial issues. Both opposed
any attempt by a foreign company to claim
ownership of the traditional rice name.

India later applied for GI protection for bas-
mati in the European Union on July 20, 2018.
The application was published in the EU’s
Official Journal on September 11, 2020.

India had already granted GI status to bas-
mati in May 2010, covering regions including
Punjab, Haryana, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, Delhi’s surrounding areas, Uttar
Pradesh and parts of Jammu and Kashmir.

Pakistan strengthened its own claim by
introducing GI legislation in 2021 and submit-
ting a separate application to the EU on August
24, 2023.

Nepal entered the dispute on December 9,
2020, when it filed an objection with the
European Union against India’s GI applica-
tion.

But the move did not happen automatically.

Advocate Gauri Shankar Kharel, intellectual
property and international trade law expert,
said Nepal’s intervention came only after gov-
ernment agencies and researchers were repeat-
edly urged to act.

“We have done so much research on basmati.
If we remain silent, India will claim it exclu-
sively,” Kharel recalled telling scientists at the
National Agricultural Research Council
(NARC) and the National Agriculture Genetic
Resource Centre (Genebank).

“This was the first time Nepal had formally
challenged a claim at an international forum,”
he said.

Documents obtained by Kantipur show that
Nepal based its EU objection on several argu-
ments.

Nepal argued that basmati has historically
been cultivated, traded and consumed in the
country; that international researchers have
recognised the Tarai-Madhesh region of Nepal
as one of the possible origins of basmati; and
that Nepal possesses significant phenotypic
and genetic diversity in basmati rice varieties.

Nepal also highlighted the cultural impor-
tance of aromatic rice cultivation, noting that
varieties including basmati, Kalanamak,
Hansharaj and Jhinuwal are grown across
more than 30,000 hectares in 41 districts.

The country pointed out that four local bas-
mati varieties, including Pokhareli
Jethobudho, Lalka Basmati, Shuddhodhan
Kalanamak and Kalonuniya, have been regis-
tered with the National Seed Board. The
Genebank has also collected and preserved
more than 80 germplasm samples of basma-

ti-type rice from across Nepal.

Bal Krishna Joshi, chief of the Genebank,
said Nepal’s intervention, although delayed,
was an important step.

“It is encouraging that Nepal finally submit-
ted its claim,” he said. “This was the first time
the country formally presented its position on
this issue at an international forum.”

Pratyush Nath Upreti, an international
expert on intellectual property and trade
investment law and a reader at Queen’s
University Belfast, said Nepal’s claim has
merit.

“Historical links, the cultural significance of
basmati and traditional cultivation practices in
Nepal strengthen Nepal’s position,” he said.

However, Upreti also pointed out a major
weakness.

“Much of Nepal’s historical evidence and
research has not been effectively presented
internationally,” he said. “Some evidence has
remained overlooked because of language and
translation barriers.”

Kharel argues that India’s own GI claim
could indirectly support Nepal’s position
because India’s proposed basmati region
includes areas bordering Nepal, including
parts of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

“Basmati does not grow according to politi-
cal boundaries,” he said. “If the same geogra-
phy and climate exist on both sides of the bor-
der, it cannot be argued that basmati can grow
on one side but not the other.”

He also said Australia had refused to grant
GI certification to Indian basmati after objec-
tions from both Pakistan and Nepal.

Indian exporters reject Nepal’s claim.
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Vinod Kumar Kaul, executive director of the
Indian Rice Exporters Association, told
Kantipur, “Nepal is not a region where basmati
is grown.”

However, he did not respond to questions
about why basmati could not be grown in
Nepal’s similar geographical conditions or
why India had not yet secured final GI certifi-
cation from the EU or other countries.

Muhammad Javed, senior vice-chairman of
the Rice Exporters Association of Pakistan, also
declined to comment, stating that “the matter is
sub-judice in the international court.”

India challenges even basmati produced
and packaged in Nepal

APEDA has challenged trademarks registered
by Nepali companies for basmati products
after Nepal objected to India’s GI claim in the
European Union.

According to Kharel, APEDA has filed
around 20 to 25 such objections with Nepal’s
Department of Industry.

On April 25, 2018, APEDA challenged the
trademarks of Shiv Shakti Agri Pvt Ltd’s “Urja
Rice” and “Jeera Premium Basmati Rice”,
alleging that they infringed on India’s claim
over the exclusive “basmati” trademark.

The Department of Industry dismissed the
objection on April 28, 2025, saying APEDA had
failed to provide sufficient evidence to support
its claim.

Pankaj Mallick, general manager of the Shiv
Shakti Group, said basmati should not be treated
as the exclusive property of a single country:

“Basmati does not belong to only one coun-
try. A particular variety of basmati may be

associated with a specific region, but no
one can claim a monopoly over the name
itself,” he said.

He added that while the dispute was pend-
ing, the company had temporarily sold its rice
under different names.

However, Nepali companies have not won
every case.

In the case involving Nepal Food Processing
and Packaging’s “Biryani-1121 Premium Royal
Rice”, APEDA won after the Nepali company
failed to submit a written response. The
Department of Industry ruled in APEDA’s
favour on June 30, 2025, following a one-sided
hearing.

Similarly, APEDA won a dispute involving
Nagnagina Food Industry’s “Mahalaxmi Rice”
after the company failed to respond within the
deadline.

In the case of Chitwan Food Industries’
“Raj” trademark, both sides settled it.

Shree Krishna Paudel, undersecretary at the
Department of Industry’s legal division, said
Nepal also has a legitimate claim over basmati.

“Basmati belongs to us as well. Unless there
is a direct conflict between trademarks, we
have ruled in favour of Nepali companies after
reviewing the documents,” he said. “However,
there have also been cases where APEDA has
won because Nepali companies did not appear
during the proceedings after receiving objec-
tions.”

Kharel said he had repeatedly urged govern-
ment agencies to protect Nepal’s position.

“I have told the department many times
that we cannot allow a claim that we ourselves
have made to be lost because of procedural
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Sacks of basmati and other rice varieties with price tags at a grocery in Kathmandu in this recent photo. Basmati is famed for its long, slender grains and distinctive aroma.

issues,” he said.

Joshi suspects APEDA’s repeated objections
are partly aimed at testing whether India can
influence the process.

Why Nepal needs a GI law
The economic importance of the basmati dis-
pute is reflected in Nepal’s trade figures.

Nepal imported basmati rice worth Rs8.4
billion in the last fiscal year alone, with India
accounting for the largest share of Nepal’s
overall rice and paddy imports.

By contrast, Nepal’s rice exports remain
negligible. Last year, Nepal exported only bro-
ken rice worth around Rs28,000.

Of Nepal’s nearly 1.4 million hectares of
paddy cultivation area, around 150,000 hec-
tares are used for aromatic rice varieties,
including basmati. Around 60 rice mills cur-
rently sell such products under different
brands.

Ram Thapa, senior vice-president of the
Association of Nepalese Rice, 0il and
Pulses Industry, said Nepal has several indige-
nous rice varieties with international market
potential.

“Nepal has traditional varieties such as
Pokhareli, Banepari, Marsi and Jethobudho,”
he said. “We repeatedly urged the government
to brand these products and promote exports,
but instead the government did not even allow
rice exports.”

He said India’s objection to Nepal’s basmati
claim was unjustified. “Basmati is not only
theirs. It is ours too,” he said.

Experts, however, warn that passing a GI law
alone will not be enough.

Upreti said the bigger challenge would be
implementation and maintaining quality
standards.

“The main issue is enforcement and quality
assurance,” he said. “If a product receives GI
protection but fails to maintain its quality, its
reputation declines and the GI itself becomes
diluted.”

Kharel and Joshi both argue that Nepal
needs a dedicated and powerful enforcement
institution, similar to India’s APEDA, possibly
under the Nepal Agricultural Research
Council.

“Passing a law alone will not solve the prob-
lem,” Kharel said. “The institution responsible
for implementing it must also have the capaci-
ty and authority.”

Agricultural scientists say more than 100 well-
known Nepali agricultural products could poten-
tially qualify for GI protection, although no
comprehensive study has yet been conducted.

Upreti points to products such as sel roti
(ring-shaped sweet rice bread), bara (savoury
lentil patty), Palpa’s chukauni (spiced pota-
to-yoghurt salad) and Bhaktapur’s juju dhau as
possible candidates.

“But first, proper research needs to be car-
ried out,” he said.
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Hetauda textile
factory’s looms whir
again after 24 years

A Nepali Army-led test run has revived the state-owned
factory, but restarting commercial production will
require major investment and modern machinery.

O PRATAP BISTA
HETAUDA, AUG 9

The clatter of weaving looms returned
to the grounds of Hetauda Textile
Industry on Saturday morning, as the
historic state-owned factory conducted
its first preliminary test production
after nearly two and a half decades
of closure.

The trial followed the government’s
decision to task the Nepali Army with
repairing the dilapidated factory and
restoring its production capacity.

A technical team from the Army’s
Directorate of Military Material
Production in Kathmandu has spent
the past 40 days at the industrial com-
plex. About 40 technicians and soldiers
of various ranks were deployed to
clear the neglected premises, overhaul
the ageing power supply system and
service mechanical looms that had
remained idle for years.

“The initial test run was successful,
although significant work remains
before full-scale commercial operations
can resume,” said a senior military
officer involved in the operation. “The
successful trial confirms that the facto-
ry can indeed be brought back to life.”

The Ministry of Industry, Commerce
and Supplies had given the military
team two months to carry out initial
maintenance and conduct test
production.

Ram Bandhu Subedi, joint secretary
at the ministry, said the Army complet-
ed the work ahead of schedule.

|_The successful trial
also exposes
the scale of the
challenge ahead.

_

“The successful preliminary test
run provides a strong signal that full
commercial production is viable,”
Subedi said.

Pradeep Pariyar, personal secretary
to Prime Minister Balendra Shah, also
confirmed that the restored machinery
produced cloth during Saturday’s trial.
Pariyar posted a video of the operating
looms on social media, saying the
sound of textile production had
returned to the factory after 24 years.

“The clicking sound of the looms
has been echoing across the premises
since early morning,” said a female
officer from the Armed Police Force
stationed at the facility for security.

The test production is in line with
recommendations from a government
task force formed to study the revival
of sick state-owned enterprises. The
task force recommended an immediate
trial production run, with longer-term
plans to be determined based on its
outcome.

Industry Minister Gauri Kumari
Yadav has put Hetauda Textile
Industry at the top of the govern-
ment’s industrial revival priorities,
alongside the Butwal Dhago Karkhana
and initiatives to promote domestic
cotton farming.

Addressing the House of
Representatives on June 17 during
discussions on the national budget,
Yadav pledged to resume the factory’s
operations within the current fiscal
year as part of the government’s 100-
day action plan.

The Cabinet formally endorsed the
revival plan on July 2, setting the resto-

ration process in motion.

The Ministry of Industry released
Rs3 million from an emergency
budget of Rs3.3 million requested for
immediate repairs.

“The ministry has established a
strategic partnership with the Army’s
production directorate to reactivate
the enterprise,” Subedi said. “A fully
operational textile factory will signifi-
cantly advance Nepal’s path towards
self-reliance in garment production.”

Long-term feasibility

and investment

The successful test run is only an ini-
tial step. Military engineers say a sus-
tainable restart will require substan-
tial capital investment, structural
improvements and modern machinery.

A detailed feasibility study conduct-
ed by the Nepali Army under state
policies for the 2023-24 fiscal year
estimated that fully reviving the facto-
ry would require an initial capital
investment of Rs1.93 billion. Annual
operating costs were projected at
Rs780 million.

The study concluded that the factory
could reach break-even and become
profitable within nine years of contin-
uous operation.

The factory owns 166 ropanis of land
and retains basic infrastructure that
could be used for the revived operation.
The feasibility study also identified
steady demand for uniforms from the
Nepali Army, Nepal Police, Armed
Police Force and civil service, while
key raw materials are available
domestically.

These factors, according to the
study, mean the factory faces minimal
market risk. The broader revival pro-
ject could be financed through the
Army Welfare Fund.

The military had originally pro-
posed a three-year implementation
plan beginning in the 2023-24 fiscal
year. The plan envisaged transferring
management of the factory to the
Army, preparing a Detailed Project
Report (DPR), procuring modern
machinery in 2024-25 and expanding
production capacity alongside the
Butwal Yarn Factory in 2025-26.

Political changes, however, delayed
the plan.

From industrial success to closure
Hetauda Textile Industry was estab-
lished in 1975 with financial and tech-
nical assistance from the Chinese gov-
ernment and capital investment from
the Nepal government. It began com-
mercial production in 1978.

For two decades, the factory was a
major pillar of Nepal’s manufacturing
sector. But persistent political interfer-
ence, weak management, load-shed-
ding, overstaffing and failure to mod-
ernise its technology gradually under-
mined its financial viability.

Production stopped completely in
1999, and the factory was formally
closed in 2000.

The government decided to liquidate
the enterprise in 2002, leaving the
factory and its machinery abandoned
for years.

Now, after 24 years of silence, the
return of the looms has provided the
first tangible sign that one of Nepal’s
most prominent state-owned industrial
enterprises could once again become a
functioning factory.

But the successful trial has also
exposed the scale of the challenge
ahead: bringing the machines back to
life is one thing; making the factory
commercially sustainable is another.

A woman weeds a paddy field in Khokana, Lalitpur on Thursday.
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Overseas jobs for Bangladeshis fall to five-year
low amid Middle East uncertainty

According to Bangladesh’s Bureau of Manpower, Employment and Training (BMET) more than 969,000 people
left Bangladesh for overseas jobs during the last fiscal year, down 5 percent from the previous year.

O THE DAILY STAR
DHAKA, AUG 9

The number of Bangladeshis leaving
for overseas jobs fell to a five-year low
in the recently concluded fiscal year
2025-26 as demand from the Middle
East weakened amid uncertainty fol-
lowing the US-Israel war on Iran.
More than 9.69 lakh people left
Bangladesh for overseas jobs during
the last fiscal year, down 5 percent
from a year earlier, according to data
from the Bureau of Manpower,
Employment and Training (BMET).
The number of Bangladeshis taking
up jobs overseas has been declining
over the past two years. The weak out-
look for the current fiscal year has
also raised concerns about a slow-
down in remittance inflows, which
have helped shield the economy from
external shocks in recent years.

|

“We have been seeing a slowdown in
the outflow since March because of
the war and the disruption of flights
to Middle Eastern destinations,” said
Shariful Hasan, associate director of
the migration programme and youth
platform at BRAC.

He said around 1 lakh people had
been going abroad for
jobs each month in
recent years. That flow
has now been affected.
Between FY2015 and
FY2025, more than 86
lakh people left
Bangladesh for over-
seas jobs. The Middle
East accounted for three-quarters
of all overseas employment during
that period.

In FY2024, Bangladesh sent nearly
12 lakh people abroad for work, the
highest number on record.
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“The region has been the main
source of jobs for Bangladesh’s
migrant workers and of remittance
inflows for the last four decades,” said
Shariful. “However, the war-induced
uncertainty has affected investment
and employment in the major destina-
tion countries — Saudi Arabia, Qatar
and the United Arab
Emirates.”

There are 60-70 lakh
Bangladeshi nationals
working in the region,
and a large proportion
of them do not have
permanent jobs, he
added.

“The Iran war has shaken the confi-
dence of many foreign investors in
Qatar and Dubai,” he said. “What we
are seeing is that many workers are
returning. If the war continues, the
impact will be more visible.”

AN
Migrant workers and activists holding placards shout slogans during a protest demanding the implementation of a six-point charter, including
safer and lower migration costs, in Dhaka on June 17.

“So, if we cannot make a break-
through in creating alternative
employment destinations, there will
be an impact on remittance,” he said.

Bangladesh received a record of
more than $35 billion in remittances
in FY2025-26. In July, remittance
inflows rose 15 percent from a year
earlier but remained below $3 billion
for the second consecutive month,
according to Bangladesh Bank data.

Ali Haider Chowdhury, a former sec-
retary general of the Bangladesh
Association of International
Recruiting Agencies (Baira), said
Saudi Arabia is the only market cur-
rently recruiting Bangladeshi workers.

“The rest of the destinations are
virtually closed,” he said. “Good news
is that the opportunity for migrant
workers in Malaysia is going to open.
If that happens, more jobs will be
created.”

Shameem Ahmed Chowdhury
Noman, proprietor of recruiting agen-
cy Sadia International, said Prime
Minister Tarique Rahman’s recent
visit has created an opportunity to
reopen the Malaysian labour market.
There is a demand for 2-3 lakh workers
in the Southeast Asian country.

Recruitment could begin as early as
September, he added.

Noman, a former secretary general
of Baira, said there is also demand for
workers in Eastern Europe, but
Bangladesh faces problems with visa
processing.

“It takes up to five months for visa
issuance. The foreign affairs ministry
should look into this. Jobs for migrant
workers will increase if the visa pro-
cess is made easy,” he said.

“The Middle East as a traditional
market will remain. We need to
explore Eastern Europe, Far East and
Pacific countries such as New
Zealand,” he said. “We have plenty of
job markets. But we should create
quality workers. We have to modern-
ise training facilities and establish
labs so that workers can learn
practically.”

He urged the government to invest
in the sector.

- Asia News Network

Judicial Council to bar lawyers from direct appointment as Supreme Court justices

>> Continued from page 1

There is currently no justice on the Supreme
Court who has followed an uninterrupted
career path from the district courts through
the high courts to the apex court. The bench
comprises justices appointed directly from pri-
vate practice as well as those elevated from
high courts.

The council believes the Supreme Court’s
role as the country’s final court of appeal and
a court of record, whose precedents bind lower
courts, makes extensive judicial experience
particularly important.

The council is chaired by Chief Justice
Manoj Kumar Sharma. Its members are Sapana
Pradhan Malla, the senior-most justice of the
Supreme Court; Minister for Law, Justice, and
Parliamentary Affairs Sobita Gautam; Mahesh
Kumar Nepal, appointed on the recommenda-
tion of the prime minister; and Damodar
Khadka, appointed on the recommendation of
the Nepal Bar Association.

Asked about the forthcoming appointments,
Chief Justice Sharma confirmed that prepara-
tions were under way but said the council had
not reached any final decision on the candi-
dates or their professional backgrounds.

He said the recommendations would be
based on constitutional qualifications, experi-
ence and professional efficiency.

The proposed shift has already caused con-
cern within the legal fraternity, particularly
the Nepal Bar Association, which has long
argued that appointments should include both

experienced career judges and qualified
lawyers from private practice.

Bijaya Prasad Mishra, president of the
Nepal Bar Association (NBA), said the organi-
sation had formally urged the council to
maintain such a balance.

“We have explicitly told the Judicial Council
and its chair to appoint judges of high integri-
ty from both the ranks of career judges and the
NBA,” Mishra said. “The NBA remains hope-
ful that this balanced approach will be fol-
lowed. However, if this established practice is
disregarded and the NBA is deliberately
excluded, we will be forced to take a firm
position against it.”

The constitution sets out several routes to
appointment to the Supreme Court. Article 129
provides for up to 20 justices in addition to
the Chief Justice. A person is eligible if they
have served as a chief judge or judge of a high
court for at least five years, or practised contin-
uously as a senior advocate or advocate for at
least 15 years.

The constitution also allows the appoint-
ment of someone who has worked continuous-
ly in the field of justice or law for at least 15
years and has gained a reputation as a distin-
guished jurist, or someone who has served in a
gazetted first-class or higher post in the
Judicial Service for at least 12 years.

The constitutional framework therefore does
not exclude lawyers in private practice from
the Supreme Court. The council, however, is
considering giving priority to career judges for

the current round of appointments.

The move comes as a shortage of judges has
put growing pressure on the top court. Of the
constitutionally prescribed 21 positions,
including the Chief Justice, only 17 judges are
currently active in regular hearings. Justice
Til Prasad Shrestha has been away from the
bench for an extended period while receiving
cancer treatment in India, and a formal letter
notifying him of his impending retirement has
already been sent.

The remaining judges are dealing with
about 25,000 pending cases, or roughly 1,470
cases per judge. Four positions at the apex
court are currently vacant, a situation that has
been exacerbated by the council’s practice of
delaying appointments and leaving positions
unfilled.

Chief Justice Sharma has acknowledged the
problem. During his parliamentary confirma-
tion hearing on May 19, he pledged to establish
a system under which judicial appointments
would be completed before vacancies occurred.

More than a month after his endorsement by
the parliamentary hearing committee and
appointment as Chief Justice, however, the
formal process for appointing new judges had
yet to begin.

Asked about the delay, Sharma said appoint-
ments at all levels of the judiciary would
begin soon.

“The appointment of judges will take place
soon. The council and I are making the neces-
sary preparations,” he said. “The appoint-

ments will begin with the Supreme Court.”

The Judicial Council Act, 2016, sets out spe-
cific deadlines for appointments. Section 4
requires the council to recommend a Supreme
Court justice at least one month before a posi-
tion falls vacant because of mandatory retire-
ment. If a vacancy occurs for another reason,
the recommendation must be made within one
month of the position becoming vacant.

Council has routinely failed to follow these
deadlines. A council member, however, said
there is now a push to comply with the statuto-
ry timeframe, beginning with the current
appointments.

Nine High Court judges are currently being
considered for the four vacant positions at the
Supreme Court. The council is preparing a list
of potential candidates that includes five
current chief judges and other senior high
court judges.

Those being considered include high court
chief judges Rajan Prasad Bhattarai, Lal
Bahadur Kunwar, Ratna Bahadur Bagchand,
Hari Prasad Bhandari, and Rajeshwar Tiwari.

High court judges Dinesh Prasad Yadav,
Krishna Lal Bhattarai, Yamuna Bhattarai, Tek
Narayan Kunwar and Chandra Bahadur Saru
are also being discussed. Yadav and Kunwar
are serving as acting chief judges of the
Dipayal and Janakpur High Courts, respective-
ly, while Bhattarai is serving at the High Court,
Dhankuta.

Appointments to the Supreme Court would,
however, create further vacancies in the lower

courts. The high courts currently have seven
vacancies, including two chief judge positions
and five judge positions. If four high court
judges are elevated to the Supreme Court, the
number of vacancies in the high courts would
rise to 11.

The Constitution also sets eligibility criteria
for high court chief judges. Candidates must
have served as a district judge for at least five
years or practised continuously as a senior
advocate or advocate for at least 10 years.
Those who have continuously worked in teach-
ing, research or the practice of law and justice
for at least 10 years are also eligible.

For district judge appointments, the
Constitution requires a broader assessment of
candidates. This includes their caseload, the
extent to which their decisions have been
upheld, quashed or reversed by higher courts,
as well as seniority, academic qualifications
and professional performance.

Candidates from outside the judicial service
are to be assessed on the continuity of their
professional practice, integrity, professional
conduct and contributions to law and justice.

The debate over the current Supreme Court
appointments therefore extends beyond the
four vacancies. It could determine whether the
council moves towards a more structured
career-judge system, in which judges gain
experience through the lower courts before
reaching the apex court, or retains the existing
practice of appointing lawyers directly from
private practice.
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Rescue the failing digital state

Requiring citizens to access public services digitally
also means ensuring reliable platforms.

Delivering seamless digital governance was one of the Rastriya
Swatantra Party’s ambitious election agendas. After winning the
election and assuming office in March, it set out a 100-point good
governance plan that promised reforms in taxes, healthcare, agri-
culture and accountability to enable seamless public service
delivery. Initially, it upgraded the Hello Sarkar grievance platform
to operate 24 hours a day. It introduced paperless processing for
passports, citizenship certificates and driving licences through
the Nagarik App and cleared the backlog of smart driving licenc-
es. The emphasis on technology and digital governance in the
reform agenda, along with the actions taken since assuming office
in the sector, is commendable. Still, it is not doing enough to
resolve the long-standing issues that hinder the country’s digital
governance ambition, without which that ambition will remain a
distant dream for Nepalis.

Frequent server crashes, operational bottlenecks and pro-
longed service outages are forcing people to navigate a complex
bureaucratic maze, stand in long queues, and leave without com-
pleting essential administrative work. For instance, the Nepal
Rastra Bank requires citizens to obtain a National Identity Card
to open bank accounts. The government has a basic obligation to
ensure that the platform to apply for it works. Yet, the underlying
database frequently collapses under peak traffic, creating bottle-
necks nationwide. Other services that frequently go down include
immigration services, passport issuance, land registration, trans-
port management, licence renewals and tax payments.

The problem has long been ailing the public, but the urgency to
tackle it is lacking. Successive governments have failed to make
digital platforms work because of flawed planning and a weak
system. Once installed, digital technologies require constant
investment in maintenance, upgrades, patching and technical
expertise and IT professionals, but governments haven’t put in
the effort to keep them running, rendering them useless after a
few years. Additionally, officials heavily rely on foreign technolo-
gy firms for critical government systems. While there is nothing
wrong with using that expertise, local workers often cannot
resolve the problem independently when the system goes down.
Procurement committees constantly buying cheap, short-lived
systems that require long, bureaucratic delays to maintain is also
creating a massive backlog for citizens. Concomitantly, with the
focus on purchasing physical assets, software issues, such as their
maintenance, are sidelined, leading to security vulnerabilities.

Given the widespread server crashes, it’s high time Nepal over-
hauls its digital systems. The government cannot continue to
disregard maintenance to the point that the system completely
breaks down and fails to serve the public. Any serious investment
in a digital system must involve maintaining and upgrading it
from the outset. The procurement process also warrants reform
in line with rapidly changing technology. Moreover, rather than
fully depending on foreign expertise, the government must utilise
and retain the country’s young talent in the engineering and IT
sector to manage critical government systems independently.

This government carries the immense trust of a public eager
for reforms, which presents both a great opportunity and a
responsibility to address the problems and take digital govern-
ance to a better level. It cannot afford to waste this chance.

Fixing Nepal’s antibiotic paradox

Bridging the gap between access and misuse of antimicrobials requires a balanced
approach that acknowledges local realities and fosters collaborative solutions.

BIPIN ADHIKARI
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Many people have heard about antibiot-
ics, but do not precisely know what this
medicine is and how it works, let alone
what antimicrobial resistance (AMR)
means. Yet, many have wondered why
some infections become difficult to
treat, even when antimicrobials are
available. Do antimicrobials always
work against infections? The fact
remains that infectious agents, such as
bacteria, do spontaneously develop
resistance over time. But this process
can be accelerated when bacteria are
repeatedly exposed to antimicrobials,
including through unnecessary or
inappropriate use.

For the past several years, studies
have consistently shown that Nepal,
like other South Asian countries, expe-
riences excessive and inappropriate
use of antimicrobials. In urban areas,
one can easily walk into a drug shop,
explain symptoms and buy antibiotics,
often without a prescription. A patient
with a common cold may demand anti-
biotics even though antibiotics do not
work against viruses.

But this is only one side of Nepal’s
story. Travel to remote areas, and the
problem may be the opposite. For popu-
lations in far-flung villages, access to
even basic and essential antimicrobials
can be difficult. A bacterial infection
that could have been treated relatively
easily could become severe and compli-
cated. By the time the patient reaches a
hospital, treatment can be more com-
plicated and much more expensive.

This is the tension between access
and excess. In one place, antimicrobials
are easily available and consumed
unnecessarily; in another, people who
genuinely need them struggle to obtain
them. Here lies the unsettling heteroge-
neity of who becomes vulnerable and
who does not, and who needs attention
and who, relatively, does not. This is the
first premise where community
engagement can offer solutions.

Such contradictions in Nepal’s sup-
ply side and demand side cannot sim-
ply be fixed by bombarding people with
recommendations about ‘appropriate
antibiotic use’. In such scenarios,
stakeholder analysis allows one to
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explore a multitude of interests and
their interactions, understand why
people behave as they do, and analyse
how health systems, pharmacies,
patients, farmers and communities
function within their own circum-
stances and in relation to each other.
This is the second premise where com-
munity engagement can help resolve
the puzzle.

Yet, engagement strategies have
sometimes been given unequal weight,
particularly with a preference for par-
ticipatory and dialogue-based activities
over approaches that prioritise breadth
of engagement. In practice, however,
both approaches can and need to coex-
ist, often complementing each other.

Historically, experts developed rec-
ommendations at the centre, bureau-
cracies converted them into pro-
grammes, and instructions travelled
downward through the health system
until they eventually reached commu-
nities. Nepal is familiar with this
model where a guideline is prepared in
Kathmandu, training is provided at the
provincial or district level, posters
reach health facilities, and communi-
ties are told what behaviour should
change. Inadequate community
buy-in as such can undermine the
entire effort.

The one-way nature of vertical
engagement has also been rightly criti-
cised. Experts and bureaucrats may
prescribe solutions for communities

SHUTTERSTOCK
whose everyday experiences are radi-
cally different from their own.
Recommendations can be technically
sound and well-intentioned but also
poorly grounded and unrealistic.
Imagine telling a person in a remote
village that antibiotics must only be
taken after consulting a qualified doc-
tor when reaching that doctor requires
a day’s walk and considerable expense.
Or telling a small poultry farmer to
simply reduce antimicrobial use with-
out discussing veterinary access, dis-
ease prevention and the possibility that
losing chickens may mean losing the
household’s income.

Participatory engagement has enor-
mous value. Community members can
be involved from the outset, contribute
to identifying problems, setting agen-
das, designing interventions, imple-
menting activities, and evaluating
results. Such involvement can garner
trust, ownership and produce interven-
tions grounded in local realities.
Patients may explain why they avoid
health facilities. Farmers may describe
why antimicrobials are important for
protecting their livestock. These
conversations can reveal problems that
an expert sitting in Kathmandu may
never see.

But enthusiasm for deep participa-
tion should not lead us to undervalue
another dimension of engagement—
breadth. Nepal’s experience with vacci-
nation, mass drug administration and

public health campaigns demonstrates
the value of reaching hundreds of
thousands, sometimes millions, of peo-
ple. Radio, television, schools, social
media, health facilities and community
networks can carry simple messages
about antibiotics across enormous pop-
ulations.

Such breadth-based engagement may
lack the depth of a small participatory
meeting, but its scale is precisely the
strength. A community dialogue
involving 30 people can uncover why
antibiotics are misused in one munici-
pality. A nationwide radio campaign
can make hundreds of thousands
think twice before demanding antibiot-
ics for a viral cold. Why must one be
considered inherently superior to the
other?

This is precisely where diagonal
community engagement becomes use-
ful. It combines vertical, popula-
tion-wide strategies with bottom-up,
participatory and dialogue-based
engagement. This is particularly rele-
vant for Nepal as it is efficient for low-
and middle-income countries. AMR is a
super-wicked problem. It involves
human health, animal health, agricul-
ture, food systems, pharmacies, hospi-
tals, sanitation, environmental contam-
ination, regulation, economics and
human behaviour. There will never be
one community, one message or one
intervention capable of addressing all
these dimensions.

Nepal therefore needs engagement
that can travel in both directions.
Scientific evidence, surveillance, regu-
lation and national communication
must move outward from institutions
to communities. At the same time,
experiences, constraints and solutions
emerging from communities must trav-
el back towards policymakers and
researchers. Health governance, in
other words, should re-orient the
approach to reap benefits from a combi-
nation of conventional vertical and
more recent participatory approaches.

For AMR control, while relevant to
many other public health interven-
tions, the idea is to blend these
approaches to reach millions at scale
and listen deeply to socio-cultural fea-
tures while identifying and safeguard-
ing vulnerabilities.

Adhikari is a senior scientist at the
University of Oxford and the author of
‘Diaries in Global Health: A Southern
Perspective’.

MONDAY INTERVIEW RAKSHYA BAM

This government 1s on the wrong track

The fact that even PM Shah's own party’s MPs are questioning him in Parliament suggests there is a problem with his way of working.

As Nepal approaches the first anniver-
sary of the historic Gen Z protests, the
political landscape remains fraught
with tension, high expectations and
mounting frustration. Born from the
momentum of a movement that
demanded sweeping reform, good gov-
ernance and accountability, the cur-
rent administration under Prime
Minister Balendra Shah finds itself
under intense scrutiny.

The Post's Biken K Dawadi sat
down with prominent social activist
from the Gen Z age group, Rakshya
Bam, in her first interview since the
March elections, to discuss the state
of the nation, dissecting the govern-
ment’s response to recent communal
clashes in Tarai-Madhesh, the system-
ic shortcomings in police riot control,
and a perceived absence of empathy in
urban governance. From concerns
over digital authoritarianism and
shrinking spaces for civic dissent to
deep-seated structural neglect in mar-
ginalised regions like Sudurpashchim,
the discussion cuts to the heart of
contemporary Nepali politics. As crit-
ics weigh the rhetoric of ‘clean inten-
tions’ against administrative reality,
the conversation explores whether the
state is genuinely fulfilling the demo-
cratic mandate carved out by its citi-
zens or if, as some fear, this government
is veering dangerously off course.

To begin with current affairs, how do
you evaluate the government’s
response to the communal clashes in
Madhesh, which critics have
described as both inadequate and
delayed?

In regard to the incidents in Madhesh,
we were all waiting for an address from
the Prime Minister. Once that address
finally came, it did provide a sense of
relief, even for those of us sitting here
in the capital. Hearing the news that
Prime Minister Balendra Shah, as the
guardian of the nation, was finally
addressing the situation was some-
thing we were anticipating. However,
while we felt that relief, my thoughts
immediately went to those living in the
heart of the clashes and the riots. I
couldn’t help but wonder what they
were experiencing and feeling in that
moment. I firmly believe that a state’s
primary priority must always be its
citizens. Had the PM addressed the
Sunsari incident on the first or second
day, perhaps fewer bullets would have
been fired, and fewer lives would have
been lost. Whether an address comes
five days or ten days later, it is still an

address, but the priority should have
been on minimising damage and
resolving the crisis effectively.

Do you believe the government,
which came to power with a signifi-
cant mandate following the Gen Z
protests, truly required five days to
formulate a ‘national security strate-
gy’ before the Home Minister visited
the field?

What occurred in Sunsari was more
than just an isolated problem. It was a
full-blown crisis. In such situations,
you don’t just solve the issue; you have
to deal with it through immediate
engagement. There was a desperate
need for representatives to be on the
ground, speaking with every commu-
nity. If the presence of the Prime
Minister or the Home Minister on the
field could save even a single life, then
why wouldn’t they go immediately?
The Home Minister did eventually go,
but only after five days. He mentioned
in interviews with The Post and
Kantipur that they were in Kathmandu
for those five days developing a
‘national strategy’. But what exactly is
this ‘national strategy’? He didn’t
elaborate. If a strategy to simply go
and talk to these groups takes five
days to create, then I find that hard to
believe. Such things should be clear
within a single day. While we are
relieved the riots stopped, there are
many areas where the government’s
approach needs great improvement
for the future.

Given that the police response in
Madhesh appeared to involve indis-
criminate and disproportionate
force, similar to what was seen dur-
ing the Gen Z protests of September,
do you feel the state has failed to
learn any lessons regarding the pro-
tection of general lives?

I see this as a systemic failure rather
than just the fault of individual
officers. When we look back at the Gen
7Z movement, we saw the position the
police were put in and the resulting
distance and atmosphere of fear that
developed between the youth and the
security forces. I blame the system
and those leading the institutions for
this because the system isn’t provid-
ing the police with the necessary
resources or clear criteria for riot
control. In the Sunsari riots, all the
public knows is that bullets were fired.
We don’t know the actual process or
criteria the police were supposed to

follow. The state needs to invest in the
police and ensure they understand
their primary role is to save lives, not
take them. There is a massive differ-
ence between a trained professional
using a weapon and an untrained per-
son. The state must invest in proper
training and equipment.

Regarding the portrayal of these
clashes as inter-religious conflict,
what steps do you believe are neces-
sary to foster genuine communal
harmony in the Tarai-Madhesh
region?

While we should wait for the official
reports before reaching definitive con-
clusions about who was behind the
unrest, it is clear from the outside that
religious tensions, particularly
between Hindu and Muslim communi-
ties, are being stirred. Our society has
a long history of living together in
harmony. There is a saying that when
you sleep on the same pillow, you
might occasionally Kkick each other,
and perhaps that is what is happening

Rakshya Bam, social activist

now. But we must never forget the
essence: We are all human beings. No
religion teaches us to hate one anoth-
er. In fact, the more diverse the reli-
gions, the more there is to learn from
one another. I am reminded of some-
thing Javed Akhtar once quoted: “If T
am only ‘T’, then what is ‘I'? If you are
only ‘you’, then what is ‘you’?” This is
the core philosophy of secularism—
respecting all religions. It is not about
insulting others or imposing your
beliefs, but about finding a balance
between ‘yourness’ and ‘my-ness’.

Let’s change track. How do you inter-
pret the way in which some Rastriya
Swatantra Party (RSP) MPs have
started speaking out quite strongly
against the very government they are
part of?

This is a standard parliamentary pro-
cess. An MP has every right to voice
their concerns to the Prime Minister,
the House, or the Speaker. We are
often accused of wanting to topple this
government or wishing for its failure,
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but that is completely untrue. If this
government fails, we—those of us
who campaigned for change—will be
the ones who face the most criticism.
This government was formed on the
momentum of our movement, with a
mandate for change, good governance
and reform. For the sake of public
sentiment and the votes cast, this gov-
ernment must succeed. Our questions
are not meant to harm the govern-
ment. They are meant to make it suc-
cessful, accountable and responsible. I
believe the PM needs to be more wary
of the people immediately surrounding
him—his ‘team’—rather than our ques-
tions. The fact that even his own party’s
MPs are protesting suggests there is a
problem with his pattern of working.

When the PM claims he has ‘good
intentions’ but admits he may not
always follow the established pro-
cesses, how do you evaluate such a
narrative?

The narrative of ‘good intentions’ is
something we hear a lot, even in his
social media updates, but having clean
intentions is not enough on its own.
This must be demonstrated through
actions. We have to ask: What are your
intentions regarding the Constitution?
What are your intentions regarding
your attendance in the House? What
about your intentions toward state
institutions, the police, inclusivity
and democracy itself? You cannot
claim clean intentions while disre-
garding the process. What the public
ultimately needs is a functioning sys-
tem. If we don’t build a system now,
what happens if the next PM doesn’t
have ‘clean intentions’? You can dis-
tract the public with talk of intentions
for a while, but it isn’t sustainable. We
need results.

Is it appropriate for a PM to commu-
nicate vital national updates and
responses to parliamentary ques-
tions primarily through Facebook
posts?

It isn’t appropriate at all. We don’t
always know what the Prime Minister
is doing because the PMO’s informa-
tion flow to the citizens is often ineffec-
tive. We have to ask if the information
being provided is accessible to every-
one. For instance, how does the govern-
ment communicate with citizens who
are visually impaired or those who are
deaf? To truly connect with the people,
there needs to be direct engagement,
perhaps a weekly address where the

public is informed about the govern-
ment’s work. The PM holds the highest
political power; he should be making
the public feel his presence as a guard-
ian. Remaining silent and only posting
on social media is not a healthy sign for
a democracy.

As a prominent face of dissent out-
side of Parliament, how do you
respond to the increasingly aggres-
sive and negative reactions you face
in digital spaces?

There is a concerted effort to shrink
the space for dissent, but we shouldn’t
allow it to happen. When we used to
pose questions to previous govern-
ments, the response was never this
irrational or irrelevant. Now, there is
so much negativity, and chaos is
spread to attack anyone who speaks
up. However, it doesn’t matter to me if
someone sitting in a room in Lalitpur
writes a negative comment about me.
What matters is my conviction. For
younger activists, I would say you
must anticipate that the path will be
difficult. In Nepal today, activists are
often viewed through a negative lens,
despite the good work they have
achieved. You must hold onto your
convictions and, if faced with digital
harassment, remember there are legal
avenues like the Cyber Bureau.

Given the government’s handling of
squatter settlements and the use of
force without prior management, do
you feel there is a fundamental lack
of empathy in their governance?

There is zero empathy and no compas-
sion. The way bulldozers were used in
squatter settlements was unjustifia-
ble, not just for today but for the future
of Nepal’s history. Perhaps it would be
different if the PM admitted it was a
mistake, but displacing people with-
out any prior management plan is a
violation of their constitutional
rights. This goes back to the ‘clean
intentions’ issue—the PM might say
his intentions are clean, but if he
ignores the constitutional right of
every citizen to live with dignity, then
hisintentions are irrelevant. Watching
children, pregnant women, and the
elderly crying while the settlements
were destroyed was a spectacle of
indignity. The government failed to
maintain the dignity of its citizens
and ignored the proper process.

Read full interview at
kathmandupost.com
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Xtreme Energy

Drink awards
golden balls to
three winners

More than 120,000
consumers participated in
lucky draw, which

invited entries through QR
codes printed on Xtreme
Energy Drink cans.

KATHMANDU: Xtreme Energy Drink has
awarded golden balls containing 3.5
tolas of gold each to three lucky win-
ners of its “Scan and Win Gold” cam-
paign launched on the occasion of the
2026 FIFA World Cup.

Pramesh KC, Tipsika Rana and
Sabina Thapa were declared the first,
second and third winners, respectively,
and received the golden balls at a cere-
mony held on Friday. The campaign,
aimed at connecting the excitement of
the FIFA World Cup with Nepali con-
sumers, attracted more than 120,000
participants from across the country.
Consumers entered the lucky draw by
scanning the QR code printed on cans
of Xtreme Energy Drink.

The three winners thanked Xtreme
Energy Drink for the prizes and
expressed hope that the company
would continue to launch innovative,
attractive and consumer-oriented
campaigns in the future.

At the same ceremony, Xtreme
Energy Drink and Bhat-Bhateni
Supermarket announced the winner
of their special motorcycle giveaway
scheme. Samir Chandra Sharma
Paudel was declared the lucky winner.

The company thanked consumers
for their enthusiastic participation
and trust, saying it would continue to
launch creative, technology-driven
and consumer-oriented campaigns to
offer new experiences to Nepali con-
sumers. (PR)

Nepal rolls out first insurance
scheme for small businesses

New policy covers income losses and other risks faced by small retailers and service
providers as report finds only 10 percent of MSMES have insurance.
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If a shop owner is injured or hospitalised, the insurance scheme will compensate for the lost income due to the shop’s closure.

O KRISHANA PRASAIN
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

Nepal has brought into force an insur-
ance scheme aimed at protecting small
businesses from risks that can disrupt
their operations and income.

The first-of-its-kind policy, targeting
small retail and service businesses
such as fruit shops, motorcycle work-
shops, tailoring businesses and plumb-
ing services, came into effect with the
start of the new fiscal year in mid-July.

For instance, if a fruit shop owner
is injured or hospitalised, the policy
will cover lost income if the shop has
to close.

Nirmal Adhikari, director of the
Nepal Insurance Authority, said insur-
ance penetration among Nepal’s micro,
small and medium enterprises
(MSMESs) remains severely low and
that the new policy is the first step
towards addressing the vulnerabilities
of the sector.

He said microinsurance has largely
been implemented through coopera-
tives and community business groups
but has failed to reach MSMEs as
expected.

“It’s because of limited awareness,
weak distribution channels and inade-
quate public understanding of insur-
ance,” Adhikari said.

Last week, a joint report by the
United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) Nepal and the
Nepal Insurance Authority was
launched, finding that MSMESs, par-
ticularly those operating in agricul-
ture and tourism, remain dangerously
underinsured.

Existing insurance products fail to
cover many of the risks faced by these
businesses, leaving them highly vul-
nerable to climate shocks, disease, pan-
demics and income losses, according to
the report, titled Risk Management in
Nepal’s MSMEs: The Insurance
Protection Gap.

Formal insurance has failed to ade-
quately address the diverse risks faced
by MSMEs despite agriculture and
tourism being among Nepal’s key eco-
nomic sectors.

Only about 10 percent of MSMESs in
Nepal currently hold any form of
insurance. Small businesses face heavy
exposure to climate-induced hazards,
natural disasters and unexpected busi-
ness disruptions.

Cumbersome paperwork and
unclear policy terms mean existing
payouts often cover only a fraction of
actual losses.

Based on surveys and focus group
discussions involving 134 MSME repre-
sentatives across the seven provinces,
the study found that agriculture-based

MSMEs face acute climate, disease and
credit-related risks that current insur-
ance products do not adequately cover.

Tourism MSMEs, meanwhile,
remain fragile after the Covid-19
pandemic and continue to face signifi-
cant indirect risks with limited insur-
ance protection.

According to the report, insurance
products currently available do not
reflect the actual needs of MSMEs,
leading many entrepreneurs to
view insurance as costly, inaccessible
and irrelevant.

In agriculture, insurance products
mainly cover crops and livestock while
ignoring indirect risks such as income
loss, credit defaults and supply chain
disruptions, according to the report.

“Although weather index insurance
was introduced as an innovative solu-
tion, poor calibration means rainfall
and temperature triggers often fail to
match actual field-level losses, leaving
insured farmers without compensa-
tion,” the report said.

The report said slow claims process-
ing, lengthy paperwork and unclear
eligibility requirements further dis-
courage smallholder farmers from pur-
chasing insurance.

In tourism, insurance coverage is
largely limited to vehicles and proper-
ty, leaving major risks such as business
interruption, liability for accidents or
employee injuries, and pandemic-relat-
ed disruptions largely uninsured.

Claims processing, even for manda-
tory vehicle insurance, is often delayed
and disputed, reducing confidence in
insurance providers.

Weak distribution networks in rural
and peri-urban areas, coupled with
high transaction costs, have also limit-
ed insurers’ outreach to smaller busi-
nesses.

The report further said misconcep-
tions about insurance continue to
undermine public trust.

“Many agriculture entrepreneurs
mistakenly believe insurance only
applies to catastrophic events or expect
guaranteed financial returns similar
to savings schemes. When claims are
rejected or payouts do not reflect actual
losses, these misconceptions are rein-
forced,” according to the report.

“Similarly, many tourism entrepre-
neurs believe insurance is meant only
for large businesses.”

The report attributes these percep-
tions to low insurance literacy and
inadequate communication by insur-
ers. Despite these challenges, the
report says the sectors present signifi-
cant opportunities for insurers.

In agriculture, provinces such as
Karnali, Koshi and Madhesh, where
vulnerabilities are high but insurance

uptake remains low, offer commercial-
ly viable markets if products are rede-
signed to suit local conditions and dis-
tributed through trusted community
networks.

The report recommends bundled
insurance products that combine pro-
tection against climate, livestock, busi-
ness continuity and credit risks to bet-
ter meet MSMESs’ needs while improv-
ing insurers’ commercial viability.

For the tourism sector, it suggests
simplified claims procedures and prod-
ucts covering business continuity and
liability risks.

Bundling insurance with licensing,
accreditation or association member-
ship could also expand coverage, par-
ticularly among trekking, hospitality
and seasonal tourism businesses.

Adhikari said the Nepal Insurance
Authority has directed insurance com-
panies to market the new product
through organised groups to improve
outreach. Nepal has more than 923,000
businesses, over 95 percent of them
microenterprises.

These businesses contributed an
estimated 22 to 27 percent of the coun-
try’s gross domestic product (GDP) and
accounted for more than 84 percent of
non-agricultural employment.

The report says a handful of SME-
focused insurance products exist, but
most are narrowly targeted.

For example, the Youth and SME
Insurance Policy is available only to
borrowers under the Youth and Small
Entrepreneur Self-Development Fund.

Although the government has prior-
itised expanding insurance coverage
through the 16th Five-Year Plan (2024-
25 to 2028-29) and introduced the
Microinsurance Directive, 2023, requir-
ing insurers to allocate 10 percent of
their portfolios to microinsurance
implementation has been slow.

Insurers cite a lack of incentives,
skilled personnel and technological
infrastructure as major obstacles
to expanding non-life insurance
coverage.

The report said the shortage of
innovative and inclusive insurance
products forces many MSMEs either
to purchase multiple policies that
cover only a fraction of their risks or
rely on informal coping mechanisms
such as personal savings, family sup-
port, small loans, cost-cutting meas-
ures and business diversification.

According to the report, while
access to credit has received consider-
able policy attention, financial risk
management through insurance
remains largely neglected, leaving
most MSMEs exposed to financial
shocks and undermining their long-
term growth prospects.

EV traders press
for policy stability,
infrastructure upgrade

Ahead of NAIMA auto show, traders raise concerns over tax
changes, northern route disruption, spare parts smuggling.

O POST REPORT
KATHMANDU, AUG 9

Policy uncertainty, inadequate infra-
structure and the growing grey market
for spare parts are emerging as major
challenges for Nepal’s rapidly expand-
ing electric vehicle market, according
to automobile traders.

They said frequent changes in taxes
on electric vehicles, poor road condi-
tions along the northern trade routes
and inadequate infrastructure for EVs
are undermining the growth of the
automobile sector despite rising con-
sumer demand and expanding charg-
ing infrastructure.

Speaking at a roundtable organised
by Kantipur Media Group in
Kathmandu ahead of the NAIMA
Nepal Mobility Expo 2026, automobile
traders urged the government to bring
greater stability to EV taxation and
address infrastructure- and import-re-
lated problems.

“EV taxes have been unstable over
the past four to five years,” said Sahil
Shrestha, CEO of Cimex Inc., the
authorised distributor of BYD EVs in
Nepal. “Customers have now started to
understand the pattern of changes in
EV tax policy and have begun making
early bookings to avoid possible tax
changes.”

EVs now account for 80-85 percent of
passenger vehicle sales, up from
around 70-75 percent previously,
Shrestha said, attributing the increase
partly to the disruption caused by the
conflict in West Asia since February-
end. The ecosystem supporting EVs
has also expanded alongside the
growth in sales. The Nepal Electricity
Authority has set up nearly 52 charg-
ing stations, while the private sector
has opened more than 1,000 charging
stations with around 1,700 charging
guns, according to Shrestha.

The passenger vehicle market has an
annual turnover of around Rs50 bil-
lion, with approximately 15,000 vehi-
cles traded each year, he said.

But infrastructure has not kept pace
with the growth in vehicle numbers.
Ramhari Pokharel, joint secretary at
the Ministry of Physical Infrastructure
and Transport, said Nepal has regis-

customs clearance to transporting
them to warehouses. These problems
need to be addressed by the govern-
ment.”

Government officials said the
National Transport Policy has priori-
tised public transport and that a study
has been conducted on the sector.

Traders also raised concerns over
the growing grey market for automo-
bile spare parts, saying illegal imports
are hurting legitimate businesses,
reducing government revenue and
making it difficult for consumers to
distinguish genuine parts from coun-
terfeit or unauthorised products.

Nirakar Shrestha, executive direc-
tor of Laxmi Group, official distributor
of Hyundai vehicles, said the volume
of spare parts entering Nepal illegally
through the southern border is twice
that of genuine spare parts imported
through formal channels.

“There are a high number of illegal
traders who bring spare parts from the
Indian market in bags,” he said. “This
has made it difficult for customers to
know whether the parts are genuine or
not. The government is losing revenue,
while automobile traders are also
being affected. The grey market for
spare parts has been increasing gradu-
ally.”

The five-day NAIMA Nepal Mobility
Expo 2026 begins Tuesday. The expo
will feature 55 automobile brands,
including around 40 new vehicle
launches, according to organisers.

The event will showcase vehicles
ranging from Rs2 million to Rs35 mil-
lion and will feature 52 stalls, including
18 two-wheeler and 29 four-wheeler
brands. Banking and insurance com-
panies will also participate, while ses-
sions will be held on foreign direct
investment, battery licensing, and eth-
anol blending.

More than 100,000 people visited last
year’s expo, and organisers expect visi-
tor numbers to rise this year.

Among the four-wheeler launches,
Continental Trading Enterprise will
introduce three Kia models, EV Ride
will launch the Honri Boma, and
Himalayan Motrox will introduce
three Maxus models.

Laxmi Commercial will launch two

tered 6.3 million vehicles, including
around 630,000 electric vehicles.

Of the country’s 104,000-km road
network, only around 21,000 km has
been blacktopped, Pokharel said.
Timely maintenance has been ham-
pered by resource constraints, while
problems in the contracting system
have also delayed road works, he said.

Problems are particularly acute
along the northern trade routes used to
import vehicles from China.

“Problems on the Tatopani and
Kerung routes emerge as soon as the
monsoon begins,” said Ritu Vaidya,
president of the Nepal Automobile
Importers and  Manufacturers
Association. “There are systematic
problems in importing vehicles, from

POSTO: COURTESY OF NAIMA
Preparations ongoing at Bhrikutimandap for the NAIMA auto show, which kicks off, Tuesday.

Karry commercial vehicles, while
Laxmi E-Mobility will introduce a
Kaiyi model. Laxmi Motorhub will
launch an Arcfox vehicle and a new
motorcycle brand. Sangrila Motors
will introduce a Leapmotor vehicle,
United Traders Syndicate will launch
two Toyota models, and VG Impex will
introduce two GWM EVs.

SPG Automobiles will launch new
models from Omoda and iCaur, while
Pioneer Motocorp will introduce a
Nissan vehicle and Go Automobiles
will launch a new MG EV.

Several electric two-wheeler brands,
including Eco Infinity, Evoque, Hansraj
and Hulaschand, Jagdamba Motors
and Kuju Nepal, will also unveil new
scooters and motorcycles at the expo.

/ZXMoto leads China’s charge to dominate the global motorbike market

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
CHONGQING (CHINA), AUG 9

Zhang Xue wept with joy and furious-
ly waved a Chinese flag as he watched
his company’s superbike scream
across the finish line four seconds
ahead of competitors in only its third
world championship race.

That victory at the Supersport
World Championship in March saw
orders for ZXMoto’s two-wheelers
skyrocket and provided a boost for
the firm as it battles for an edge in
the highly competitive Chinese motor-
bike market.

The company was founded just two
years ago but already rivals leading
manufacturers such as Europe’s
Ducati and Japanese giants Yamaha
and Honda with a bike retailing for a
fraction of their prices.

“You have this dream you’ve been
thinking about for many years, and
when it finally comes true... I was so
happy,” Zhang, 39, told AFP at his com-
pany’s headquarters in Chongging.

ZXMoto has doubled its workforce
since March and its factory runs
24-hours a day to meet demand, but
customers still wait months for orders.

“Chinese brands are very clear

about where our future lies,” said
Zhang, a former mechanic who claims
he can assemble an engine with his
eyes closed.

“It has to be global.”

The firm’s flagship 133-horsepower
820RR motorbike—which accelerates
from zero to 100 kilometres an hour in
2.8 seconds—sells for around 43,000
yuan ($6,370) in China, at least 30 per-
cent cheaper than foreign rivals.

“Compared to imported ones like
Kawasaki, it’s very good value,” said
28-year-old rider Yang, who owns
an 820RR.

“First off, we support domestic pro-
duction, and second, if the product is
truly good, we’ll choose it.”

Sales have soared from 25,000
bikes in 2025 to a projected 100,000
this year, with plans to double that
figure by 2027—a target on par with
BMW'’s scope.

However, it faces a shrinking domes-
tic market, vicious competition and
squeezed profits.

“Twenty years ago, as long as you
produced a motorcycle, even if it
didn’t start, people would line up to
give you money,” Zhang said.

“Now... If you don’t get serious, you
will be eliminated by the market.”
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This picture taken on July 20 shows a worker assembling a motorcycle at the ZXMoto factory

in Chongging, southwestern China.

China’s motorbike sales fell 3.4 per-
cent in 2025, and slid again this year as
consumers increasingly favour cars or
less regulated electric bikes.

In China, Zhang can rely on loyal
fans who see him as a symbol of the
country’s manufacturing prowess,

drawn by his rags-to-riches back-
ground. “Zhang Xue has brought glory
to China, so I want to support him,”
said Hu Zhaomeng, picking up his
gleaming red 500 model from a
Chongqing dealership.

But weakening domestic sales are

pushing manufacturers like Zhang to
seek fatter margins abroad, where
consumers have more purchasing
power.

Half of the 22 million motorcycles
produced in China last year were
exported, and nearly all brands are
looking overseas.

Zhang hopes to export 40,000 bikes
to Europe in 2027, while rival manu-
facturer Shineray sells 90 percent of
its low-end models to South America,
Southeast Asia, and Africa.

“The domestic market situation is
very ‘juan’,” said Shineray’s overseas
marketing head Nie Jianwei, using a
Chinese buzzword for extreme compe-
tition. “We are constantly reducing
the price of our products to make
them more competitive.”

In Chongging, more than 50 manu-
facturers and hundreds of component
suppliers are able to leverage the
booming industry of China’s “motor-
bike capital”.

“Companies like ZXMoto are emerg-
ing from one of the world’s most com-
petitive industrial ecosystems, where
rapid iteration, integrated supply
chains, and relentless competition
yield world-class products rapidly,”
said Bill Russo, an expert in China’s

automotive industry.

Zhang told AFP the city’s cheaper
production costs offer Chinese brands
“a greater advantage” over Japanese
or European rivals.

“They have reached a [technologi-
cal] ceiling, so they can only wait for
me there... the speed of their progress
is limited.”

For Russo, “the motorcycle industry
today reminds me of where China’s
passenger car industry stood roughly
a decade ago”.

Chinese auto giants like BYD and
Geely eventually out-competed estab-
lished foreign rivals on price and are
increasingly at the industry’s techno-
logical forefront.

However, two-wheelers may prove a
more resilient market to break into.

“Motorcycles remain more emotion-
ally driven purchases than cars.
Heritage, racing history and brand
prestige still matter much more, giv-
ing established Japanese and
European manufacturers a stronger
defensive position,” Russo said.

“The gap is closing, but it won’t
close overnight.”

Still, momentum is building, and
ZXMoto expects to sell most of its pro-
duction overseas within five years.
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Japan nuclear debate
unnerves proponents

of pacifism

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TOKYO, AUG 9

As Japan marks the anniversary of
the 1945 atomic bombs, its leaders are
pushing for a renewed debate on
nuclear weapons in a challenge to the
nation’s long-time pacifist stance.

Japan’s constitution renounces
offensive  military force, and
successive governments have main-
tained a decades-old pledge not to
possess nuclear weapons, produce
them or permit their introduction into
the country.

That commitment is now under
pressure as East Asian neighbours—
notably China—boost their military
capabilities, while doubts persist
about the reliability of Tokyo’s big-
gest security backer, the United States.

Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi has
refused to clarify whether she will
maintain the stance known as the
three non-nuclear principles, and
Defence Minister Shinjiro Koizumi
called last month for a “discussion
without a taboo” on the subject.

In December, an unnamed senior
administration official told local
media in an off-the-record session sug-
gesting that Japan should possess
nuclear weapons.

The remark was widely reported by
major Japanese outlets including
national broadcaster NHK and Asahi
Shimbun, sparking public criticism.

“If T look at it cynically, I can’t help
but think that maybe she really wants
to change” Japan’s anti-nuclear com-
mitment, 82-year-old Satoshi Tanaka,
a campaigner who survived the 1945
attack on Hiroshima, told AFP.

The country marked the 81st anni-
versary of the Hiroshima bombing on
Thursday and will do the same on
Sunday to commemorate the attack on
Nagasaki. The August 1945 assault by
the United States killed more than
210,000 people, including many from
the effects of radiation exposure.

It remains the only time that atomic
weapons have been used in warfare,
and was one of the last major acts of
World War II.

‘New militarism’
The Takaichi administration is under-
taking a major update of the national

14 s

defence strategy this year in the face
of China’s expanding military ambi-
tions. The prime minister has already
lifted Japan’s self-imposed ban on
weapons exports and expanded
defence spending, while pushing to
amend the constitution.

Those policies have drawn rebukes
from China, which accuses Japan of
“new militarism” and Takaichi of
bending to the whims of the far right.

They have also unnerved survivors
of the 1945 bombings, who have long
helped shape Japan’s post-war pacifist
political culture.

Tanaka, the Hiroshima survivor,
expressed frustration that current
political leaders like Takaichi are
focusing on military capacity at the
expense of diplomacy.

“There is so much talk about nation-
al security. What about building peace
through diplomacy?” he said.

Despite winning the 2024 Nobel
Peace Prize for their efforts, they are
debating whether to continue their
national association as their members
grow older. As of March, Japan recog-
nised just over 91,000 survivors of the
Hiroshima and Nagasaki attacks,
down from over 164,000 a decade ago.
Their average age is 86.7.

‘It only worries me’

The focus has turned firmly towards
the future of the non-nuclear princi-
ples, which date to 1967.

Takaichi’s supporters argue that
the final clause needs to be changed to
allow the United States to bring nucle-
ar arms to Japan and ensure regional
deterrence. Hirofumi Yoshimura,
head of the Japan Innovation Party, a
coalition partner of Takaichi’s gov-
ernment, said the principle deserved
discussion in the context of the
US-Japan security alliance.

“Of course, we need to work toward
building a world without nuclear
arms,” Yoshimura told reporters on
the anniversary of the Hiroshima
bombing. “But when considering how
to ensure the effectiveness of extend-
ed nuclear deterrence within the
framework of our alliance with the
United States, I believe we should...
continue to adhere to the principle of
‘neither possessing nor producing’
nuclear weapons,” he said.

AFP/RSS

Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi (centre) bows during a ceremony at the Peace
Memorial in Nagasaki on Sunday, marking the 81st anniversary of the atomic bombing.

Israel PM Netanyahu rejects Gaza plan
in new break from US President Trump

O SHAUN TANDON/AFP
JERUSALEM, AUG 9

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu on Sunday rejected
a US-led Gaza plan endorsed by
Hamas, putting distance between
himself and President Donald Trump
as he tries to shore up his base ahead
of close elections.

After more than a week of gradual-
ly escalating criticism of the plan,
and despite receiving assurances
that Israel would not need to start
withdrawing in Gaza immediately,
Netanyahu explicitly opposed the
deal following pushback from his
right-wing allies.

“Israel rejects the 15-point docu-
ment,” Netanyahu said, referring to
the plan Hamas agreed to in late July.

The Israeli military “will not
carry out any withdrawal until Hamas
is genuinely disarmed, and will con-
tinue to thwart threats against our
forces and our citizens”, he told a cab-
inet meeting.

Netanyahu described Trump, who
had hailed the Gaza deal as a mile-
stone for peace, as “our greatest friend
in the White House”—but quickly
made clear he was willing to challenge
him, saying Israel was raising its
objections with the United States.

“They have ideas; some of them are
acceptable to us and some are not, and
we know how to stand our ground on
these matters,” he said.

Netanyahu, Israel’s longest-serving
leader, is running even or trailing in
some polls ahead of October 27 elec-
tions, the country’s first since the
devastating October 7, 2023 attack by
Hamas that sparked the Gaza war.

Polls show that the Gaza plan is
unpopular with Netanyahu’s right-
wing base, and far-right members of

AP/RSS

President Donald Trump listens as Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu speaks at
President Donald Trump’s Mar-a-Lago club, in December last year, in Palm Beach, Florida.

his cabinet have urged him to Kill it.

Hamas, days after selecting a new
leader, Khalil al-Hayya, announced it
supported the Gaza plan, and has
since called on Washington to push
Netanyahu to accept it.

“We expect the mediators and the
American guarantor to pressure
Netanyahu and his government to
adhere to the roadmap, and not
obstruct the process for internal
political and electoral reasons,”
Bassem Naim, a member of Hamas’s
political bureau, told AFP.

Hamas in a statement said it was
still committed to the plan.

Friction with Trump

Netanyahu until recently campaigned
on the strength of his relationship
with Trump, who has taken unprece-

dented steps to back Israel, including
moving the US embassy to Jerusalem.

Trump joined Netanyahu in late
February in launching a war against
Iran, but the two diverged when
Trump sought a ceasefire and subse-
quent settlement to the conflict as it
sapped his popularity and sent oil
prices soaring.

Netanyahu told his cabinet that
“with an agreement or without an
agreement, as long as I am prime min-
ister, Iran will not have nuclear weap-
ons”, a goal he has long alleged Tehran
is pursuing.

Netanyahu last week also ordered
fresh strikes on Lebanon in response
to what Israel called a ceasefire viola-
tion by Iran-backed Hezbollah, just as
Israel and Lebanon were holding
US-mediated talks.

The Gaza plan was the latest stage
in a US-brokered ceasefire announced
in October that has reduced, but not
ended, Israeli operations there.

Hamas said it would surrender
weapons to a nascent Palestinian gov-
erning body. The plan said Israel
would begin pulling out forces in tan-
dem with the disarmament, a timeline
it adamantly rejected.

After meeting Netanyahu last week,
Trump’s body implementing the
deal, dubbed the Board of Peace,
backtracked and said Israel would
only need to withdraw after “com-
plete” disarmament, but it was appar-
ently not enough for Netanyahu.

“We are talking about real disarma-
ment, not fictitious disarmament,” he
said Sunday.

Israeli offensive
Egypt, a key mediator, called on all
sides to “honour their commitments”
and refrain from action that could
jeopardise progress, in a call between
Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty and
the Board of Peace’s high representa-
tive for Gaza, Nickolay Mladenov.

Despite Netanyahu’s stance, Israel
appears to have decreased operations
in Gaza since the deal was announced,
but hasn’t halted them completely.

Israeli gunfire on Sunday injured a
child who was taken to hospital in
Khan Yunis, civil defence spokesman
Mahmoud Bassal said

Israeli operations in Gaza have
killed 1,258 Palestinians since the
ceasefire, according to the territory’s
health ministry, which operates
under Hamas authority and whose
figures are considered reliable by the
United Nations.

The Israeli army has reported five
deaths in its ranks during the same
period.

[ran Guards say won't reopen Hormuz
without US meeting all Tehran’s conditions

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
TEHRAN, AUG 9

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards said
on Sunday they would not reopen
the Strait of Hormuz, vital to the
world economy, until the United States
met Tehran’s conditions set out the
day before, including compensation
for war damages.

Iran has imposed an effective
blockade of the strait since the United
States and Israel attacked in late
February, and wants to charge tolls for
passage, striking ships it accuses of
attempting to circumvent its preferred
route. Continued attacks in the water-
way, which was free to transit before
the war, led to the collapse of an April
ceasefire. Mediators have urged both
sides to return to the terms of a subse-
quent June memorandum that set out
a path for peace talks.

Iranian Foreign Minister Abbas
Araghchi said discussions with
Oman over transit and management
of the strait were “approaching the
final stages”, but added that the reo-
pening of Hormuz “is subject to other
conditions and compensation for the

violation” of the June agreement.

He denied on Sunday that Iran was
negotiating with the United States,
saying they were merely “exchanging
messages” via intermediaries.

Iran’s security chief Mohammad
Bagher Zolghadr on Saturday laid
out a list of demands for reopening
the strait, including an end to the
“war and aggression against Iran
and its allies in Lebanon, Palestine,
Yemen and Iraq”.

He also demanded the lifting of a US
counterblockade of Iranian ports, the
end of sanctions, the release of frozen
assets and compensation for wartime
damage, according to remarks report-
ed by the Tasnim news agency.

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards on
Sunday said their strategy was to
maintain the closure “until the enemy
accepts all our conditions... the strait
is now actually a theatre of war for us
and not just a waterway”.

The comments came as transit
through Hormuz has dropped signifi-
cantly, with Iran targeting ships it
accuses of skirting its preferred route
through Iranian waters.

The United Arab Emirates’ foreign

ministry on Saturday condemned
what it called a “hostile Iranian attack
that targeted a tanker belonging to
ADNOC (Abu Dhabi National Oil
Company) with a missile while it was
transiting the Strait of Hormuz, with-
out causing casualties”.

Later on Saturday, the United
Kingdom Maritime Trade Operations
(UKMTO) said a ship was hit by
a projectile off Oman in the Strait
of Hormuz, causing a fire that was
extinguished but no casualties. It was
unclear whether they were referring
to the same ship. Oman’s foreign
ministry on Saturday condemned
“repeated attacks on vessels transit-
ing the Strait of Hormuz”, without
naming Iran. It also said that “ongoing
negotiations regarding navigation
arrangements in the Strait of Hormuz
are proceeding in a positive and
constructive atmosphere”, and urged
against any actions that might jeop-
ardise progress. The previous Iran-US
deal had said Tehran and Muscat
would hash out future arrangements
for the strait in discussion with other
Gulf countries and “in line with the
applicable international law”.

Russia, Ukrame
exchange overnight

strikes: 7 dead

O ASSOCIATE PRESS
KYIV,AUG 9

Russia and Ukraine exchanged strikes
overnight that killed civilians and
injured many others on both sides,
local authorities reported.

Large-scale Russian missile strikes
on UKkrainian cities have become
almost routine in recent weeks, with
Moscow exploiting Ukraine’s critical
shortage of interceptors for the
US-made Patriot systems — the sole
air defence weapon in its arsenal able
to shoot down ballistic missiles.

In the latest attacks, Ukrainian
drones Killed five people and injured
two dozen others, including a 4-year-
old boy, in Russia’s border region
of Belgorod, according to the regional
administration.

In Kharkiv, Ukraine’s second-larg-
est city, Russian missiles struck a
high-rise apartment block in the
Saltivskyi district, killing two people
and injuring 13, according to regional
head Oleh Syniehubov. Eight more
people were injured in Ukraine’s
Black Sea port of Odesa after “dozens
of missiles and drones” struck the
city and surrounding region, accord-
ing to local administration head Oleh
Kiper. Ukraine’s President Volodymyr
Zelenskyy has for months lobbied
other countries, especially the US, to
send Ukraine more Patriot systems
made scarcer by the Iran war, arguing
they are crucial for defending civil-
ians. Failing that, Zelenskyy wants to
make Patriot ammunition in Ukraine
or get approval from Elon Musk to use
his Starlink satellite communications
system to guide strikes inside Russia
that can hit its missile launchers.

Houthi attacks kill 11 in Yemen, target Saudi refinery

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
ADEN, AUG 9

Strikes by Iran-backed Houthi rebels
on Sunday Killed at least 11 people, a
medical source in the Yemeni port city
of Mokha told AFP, after an earlier
drone salvo targeted a Saudi oil refin-
ery on the Red Sea coast.

A years-long truce in Yemen’s civil
war between the Houthis and the
Saudi-backed, internationally recog-
nised government appeared to col-
lapse last month as fighting between
regional allies of the United States
and Iran flared.

The breakdown of the UN-backed
2022 accord came as the rebels
announced a maritime blockade of
Saudi Arabia, hitting Saudi tankers in
the Red Sea and the kingdom’s oil
infrastructure, in parallel with Iran’s
blockade of the Strait of Hormuz.

A medical source in Mokha, held by
Yemen’s internationally recognised,
Aden-based government, said three
civilians and eight military personnel
had been killed in the Houthi attacks.

A further 32 individuals were
wounded, six of them civilians, the
source added, explaining all the civil-
ian casualties had been a result of

strikes on Mokha’s port.

Two military sources with the gov-
ernment forces earlier confirmed at
least eight troops had been killed in
the strikes and more than 40 person-
nel were injured.

The Houthis’ military spokesman
Yahya Saree said the group had target-
ed “Saudi enemy” troops and equip-
ment in the area with missiles and
drones. Earlier, Saree said the Houthis
had struck an oil facility on Saudi
Arabia’s Red Sea coast after the Gulf
kingdom’s energy ministry said it had
extinguished a fire at the Jazan site.

He added that the attack on the

facility operated by Saudi Arabia’s
state-owned oil firm Aramco was
launched in response to incursions by
drones from the Gulf monarchy into
northwest Yemen.

The two military sources with the
Aden-based government confirmed
the Houthis attacked Mokha with sev-
eral waves of missile and drone bar-
rages. One of the two military sources
said the Houthis also targeted pro-gov-
ernment forces and installations out-
side Mokha and sites on islands near
the Bab al-Mandab Strait, the ship-
ping chokepoint at the southern
entrance to the Red Sea.

Syria agrees deal
with Russia over
future use of two
Mediterranean bases

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
DAMASCUS, AUG 9

Syria and Russia have reached an
agreement over the future of two stra-
tegic Mediterranean coastal bases
that ultimately ends their use of mili-
tary outposts for Moscow, Syria’s
Foreign Ministry said on Sunday.

Russia was the top political and
military ally of ousted President
Bashar Assad between 2011 and 2024
when Syria fought against an Islamist-
led armed opposition of which cur-
rent interim President Ahmad
al-Sharaa was a prominent militant
leader. Throughout the conflict, the
Hmeimem air base near Latakia and
the Tartus naval base were Kkey
Russian outposts in the eastern
Mediterranean.

Under the agreement, Syria will
take control of the Hmeimem air base
and the commercial berth at Tartus
port as part of its civil administra-
tion. The military facilities at both
sites will become “joint training and
qualification centers,” the Foreign
Ministry said.

The new arrangements represent
a “reorganising of the Russian
presence” along Syria’s coast, the
ministry said.

“This move marks the most signifi-
cant development since negotiations
began approximately a year and a half
ago, paving the way for a new phase in
Syrian-Russian relations,” a state-
ment read.

Russia did not immediately com-
ment on the agreement.

Moscow did not interfere during the
lightning insurgency that led to the
overthrow of Assad, but it did provide
the longtime Syrian leader and his
family asylum. After Assad’s ouster
Russian troops remaining in Syria
gradually left the country.

A Tibetan cooperative keeps a centuries-old weaving tradition alive

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
SHANNAN, TIBET, AUG 9

More than a dozen men and women sit
at wooden looms, sliding shuttles
through rows of wool yarn before
pulling each thread tight. They repeat
it again and again as they weave
Pulu, the traditional woollen fabric
that has clothed people on the Tibetan
plateau for centuries.

They work at the Ethnic Huaji
Handwoven Cooperative in Shannan,
where artisans are trying to preserve
one of Tibet’s oldest weaving tradi-
tions while creating jobs for local
residents. Founded in 2008 by
Tibetan artisan Pasang, the coopera-
tive employs more than 100 local resi-
dents, including some people with dis-
abilities, while teaching younger
Tibetans a craft that he feared was
disappearing.

The cooperative specialises in Zeter,
a finer variety of Pulu made from
especially soft wool from the necks

and backs of sheep. He said the finer
wool makes the yarn more difficult to
spin than that used for ordinary Pulu.

Pasang said that because Zeter is
lighter, softer and more delicate
than ordinary Pulu, it was presented
as a tribute from Tibet to the
Chinese imperial court during the
Ming dynasty.

Pasang said he learned the craft
from his parents at a time when fewer
than 10 people still knew how to weave
Zeter. He added that the craft has been
recognised as part of China’s national
intangible cultural heritage, and that
he hopes younger generations will
continue practicing it. The wool comes
from sheep raised around Shannan,
about 3,700 metres above sea level.

Statues of Tibet’s 7th century King
Songtsen Gampo and his Chinese
bride, Princess Wencheng, stand at
the center of the workshop, surround-
ed by wooden looms. According to
local tradition, the weaving craft dates
to when Princess Wencheng intro-

duced weaving techniques to Tibet
after marrying the king.

In Chinese official history, their
marriage symbolises the historical
ties between Tibet and China. “It inte-
grated Tibetan and Chinese cultures,”
Pasang said about the fabric’s history.

The Associated Press joined a gov-
ernment-organised trip to Lhasa and
Shannan last month, which included
visits to the cooperative, palaces,
Buddhist temples, tourist sites, an
eldercare centre and local businesses.

Next to the workshop, a small show-
room displays scarves, shawls, jackets,
bags and other products made from
Pulu and Zeter. Pasang said most sales
are in Tibet, although customers also
come from elsewhere in China.

Tsering Yangchen has been working
for seven years in the cooperative. The
80-year-old woman moved from anoth-
er county and said she struggled to
find work before joining the work-
shop, where instructors taught her
and others how to weave.

AP/RSS

A worker pulls wool into a yarn at the Ethnic Huaji Handwoven Cooperative in Shannan, Tibet
on July 23 as seen during a Chinese government organised visit for foreign journalists.
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FIFA defends Infantino
against allegations tied
to his time at UEFA

Infantino worked at UEFA for 16 years before
being elected FIFA president.

AP/RSS

FIFA President Gianni Infantino makes comments during the opening ceremony of the

International Broadcast Center, June 1, in Dallas.

O ASSOCIATED PRESS
LONDON, AUG 9

FIFA has issued a statement defending
its president, Gianni Infantino,
against what it calls a “concerted and
ongoing effort” to undermine his
leadership of the organization.

The statement was released
Saturday, a day after a report by
British newspaper The Daily

Telegraph raising questions about an
exit package paid by UEFA to a female
staffer who worked with Infantino
when he was general secretary of
European soccer’s governing body.

UEFA confirmed a “departure pay-
ment” was made to the employee and
said it was “in line” with regulations at
the time. Infantino worked at UEFA for
16 years before being elected FIFA pres-
ident. In the statement Saturday, FIFA
accused Infantino’s critics of trying to
weaken his authority and remove him
from office without due process.

“It is increasingly evident that there
is a concerted and ongoing effort by
some to undermine FIFA and its presi-
dent,” the FIFA statement said. “Those
who do not have the support of FIFA’s
member associations should not seek
to achieve through allegation, insinua-
tion or misinformation what they can-
not achieve through FIFA's established
democratic processes.” It said some
reporting has included “unsubstanti-
ated assertions and demonstrably
false claims” which shouldn’t be pre-
sented as fact. “Change inevitably
challenges established interests, but
disagreement with that change cannot

justify efforts to undermine the
democratic mandate of FIFA’s
president or the institution he was
elected to lead.”

Infantino faced intense backlash
after details of his plan to sell World
Cup profits to private equity were pub-
lished. UEFA and two other continen-
tal confederations — North America’s
CONCACAF and the Asian Football
Confederation —
rejected the plan.

He did receive back-
ing from FIFA’s man-
agement board last
Wednesday following
a meeting in Morocco,
and he apologized over
the process. UEFA’s
threat to have its 55
member  countries
boycott FIFA competi-
tions until the plan
was scrapped
remained, with UEFA
saying Thursday that
the announcement
“changes nothing.”

While confirming
the exit payment
“was in line with
the regulations that
existed for departing
staff at the time,”
UEFA said the rules
had been tightened
since 2016 and cur-
rently “reflect those
found in a modern,
high-profile organiza-
tion.”

Raul Fernandez wins British
MotoGP Grand Prix

Fernandez is the 12th different winner at Silverstone in 12 Grand Prix
races on the legendary course, which also hosts Formula One Grands Prix.

e

O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SILVERSTONE, UNITED KINGDOM, AUG 9

Aprilia-Trackhouse’s Spanish rider
Raul Fernandez won the British
MotoGP Grand Prix on Sunday,
claiming just the second race victory
of his career.

Championship leader Jorge Martin
started on pole but was outpaced
from the flag by his 25-year-old compa-
triot. Martin finished second with
Italian Marco Bezzecchi rounding off
the podium.

“I'm happy and this win is special
because we got three consecutive podi-
ums and this one was a victory,”
Fernandez said.

“Now we want more.”

After crashing out of contention in
the sprint on Saturday, Fernandez said
he was “an idiot”.

But on Sunday, he led all 20 laps of
the Silverstone circuit from start to
finish after Martin got off to a poor
start, possibly due to a mechanical
problem following a shower of sparks
from the rear.

Fernandez is the 12th different win-
ner at Silverstone in 12 Grand Prix
races on the legendary course, which
also hosts Formula One Grands Prix.

It was nonetheless a fine weekend
for 2024 world champion and
Silverstone sprint winner Martin as
he grew his lead in the overall stand-
ings to 31 points.

“This result gave us a big, big boost
for our motivation,” Martin said.

“Today I wanted that victory so
badly. I was really focussed, but I did a
small mistake in the first corner and I
lost a lot of places.”

Japan’s Ai Ogura, who had started
second on the grid and was sitting
second overall, slid off midway
through the race and now trails

Martin by 37 points.

Instead Martin’s Aprilia teammate
Bezzecchi is now his principal chal-
lenger for the title following a heroic
weekend after he had spent the sum-
mer break recovering from a collar-
bone fracture suffered in qualifying at
the Germany MotoGP last month.

AFP/RSS

Trackhouse MotoGP’s Spanish rider Raul Fernandez takes part in the MotoGP British Grand Prix at Silverstone circuit, central England, Sunday.

Spain’s Alex Marquez of Ducati-
Gresini finished fourth, ahead of
KTM’s Spaniard Pedro Acosta and
Italy’s Fabio Di Giannantonio of
Ducati satellite team VR46.

Reigning world champion Marc
Marquez of Spain, on his factory
Ducati, finished only seventh.
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O AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE
SEOUL, AUG 9

South Korea’s under-fire football
association has apologised over a
series of controversies ranging
from accusations of using unfair
practices to appoint a coach to alle-
gations that it provided sexual
entertainment for foreign referees.

The Korea Football Association
(KFA) has been under heavy fire
since South Korea crashed out of
the World Cup at the group stage,
despite high expectations for a
“golden generation” captained by
Son Heung-min. Head coach Hong
Myung-bo resigned immediately
after a shock 1-0 defeat to South
Africa sealed his team’s early exit
from the showpiece in the United
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ARIES (March 21-April 19)

Value yourself for your strengths and character
rather than what you own, and avoid spending sim-
ply to feel better. Choose role models wisely, check in
with those around you, and make an effort to
strengthen new friendships.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)

Avoid being too hard on yourself after conflict, and
look for ways to make peace, heal, and move forward.
Reassess your plans, adjust what is slowing progress,
and share responsibilities more fairly at home.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21)

Set pride aside and consider perspectives beyond
your own, especially when tension clouds your judg-
ment. Address conflict directly instead of venting to
others, and focus on honest connection and personal
growth.

A

CANCER (June 22-July 22)

Step away from screens and social media, and spend
time in nature to restore your focus. Seek honest
feedback from someone you trust, confront unrealis-
tic expectations, and move gradually beyond your
comfort zone.

LEO (July 23-August 22)

Promise only what you can realistically deliver, and
choose transparency over trying to impress others.
Prioritise genuine connection, move beyond
unhealthy relationship patterns, and put fresh effort
into relationships that have started to feel stale.

VIRGO (August 23-September 22)

Face difficult thoughts and buried emotions with
patience, and support yourself by adopting healthier
habits. Consider how work or financial pressures
affect your well-being, and make practical adjust-
ments where needed.

HOROSCOPE

States, Mexico and Canada.

But his departure did little to quell public outrage
over the disappointing campaign and added fuel to
pre-existing questions about how Hong was hired.

It emerged in local media last week that the KFA
had provided foreign referees with sexual entertain-
ment in 2011 and 2012, citing a 2016 government audit
that had not previously been made public.

“We sincerely apologise for the deep disappoint-
ment and concern caused by the various controver-
sies surrounding the association in the wake of the
2026 World Cup,” the KFA said in a statement posted
on its website Saturday.

Facing mounting criticism, the KFA said it found
itself “in a truly deplorable situation”, acknowledg-
ing that it had “lost sight of our fundamental role”.

The apology followed a police raid on KFA head-
quarters as part of an investigation into the appoint-
ment of the former defender Hong, 57, who played at
the 2002 World Cup on home soil.

Questions had already dogged the KFA over Hong’s said.

South Korea FA apologises after sex
scandal adds to controversies

appointment in 2024, but scrutiny intensified after
the team failed to reach the last 32.

South Korean MPs summoned Hong and former
and current KFA officials to a parliamentary hear-
ing on July 30, questioning them about the hiring
process and Hong’s annual salary.

Then came the allegations of foreign referees
being provided with sexual entertainment in 2011-12.

The 2016 government audit, reported by local
broadcaster JTBC, found that the KFA had provided
“inappropriate hospitality” on eight occasions to
foreign referees and officials from the Chinese
Football Association.

Social media users have since circulated a list of
foreign referees who officiated South Korea’s match-
es during that time. The KFA’'s apology said many
within the association had been “unaware” of the
incidents, but did not deny they happened.

“The association wishes to make clear that such
improper conduct... is no longer taking place,” it

LIBRA (September 23-October 22)

Distance yourself from jealous or negative influenc-
es, and consider which friendships truly offer trust
and support. Keep romance from overshadowing
other priorities, and reconnect with yourself
through close friends or creative interests.

SCORPIO (October 23-November 21)

Acknowledge where complacency has slowed your
progress, and consider whether relationships are
distracting you from long-term goals. Revisit neglect-
ed ambitions, approach them with fresh ideas, and
turn even small plans into concrete action.

SAGITTARIUS (November 22-December 21)

Give yourself some grace, stay optimistic, and
explore new social, cultural, or creative interests
when life feels stagnant. Discuss future plans with
someone you trust, and use that conversation to
renew your motivation.
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CAPRICORN (December 22-January 19)

Review the relationships and commitments that may
be draining your motivation or sense of self. Accept
where you are, appreciate the resources available to
you, and regain momentum by setting clear new
goals.

AQUARIUS (January 20-February 18)

Acknowledge unhealthy behaviour or buried emo-
tions, and begin addressing what you can within
yourself. Prioritise self-care and personal growth,
especially if you have been spending too much time
meeting everyone else’s needs.

PISCES (February 19-March 20)

Ease unrealistic expectations and address habits that
are affecting your well-being. Build meaningful
change at a sustainable pace, practise self-care, and
adjust your home environment in ways that support
healthier routines.

CROSSWORD

SUDOKU
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Indigenous voices unite for identity, rights and inclusion

Traditional dress, music and dance filled Kathmandu as indigenous communities came together to celebrate
diversity and raise concerns over political representation and land rights.

O JONY NEPAL
KATHMANDU

arking the 32nd
International Indigenous
Peoples’ Day on August 9,
Sunday, several institu-
tions and indigenous com-
munities organised events across the
country, celebrating indigenous identities,
culture and unity. The official programme
took place at Khullamanch, preceded by a
rally which started from Bhrikutimandap.

The march included several indigenous
groups of Nepal, including Tamang, Kirat,
Jirel, Magar, Newa, Tharu, each marching
in their own traditional attire, playing
instruments, waving flags, holding ban-
ners of their individual institutions while
dancing and singing all together.

Queer indigenous individuals and
indigenous people with disabilities were
in the same procession, depicting a
remarkable message of intersectional
identities.

Indigenous people encompass over 35
per cent of Nepal’s population and 6.2 per
cent globally. In 1994, the UN General
Assembly had declared August 9 as the
‘International Indigenous Peoples Day’,
marking the anniversary of the first ses-
sion of the UN Working Group on
Indigenous Populations in 1982. Ever since,
communities from all over the world cele-
brate their indigenous culture, also as an
advocacy for policy support, indigenous
rights, and inclusive political dialogue.

With this year’s theme ‘Honouring
Indigenous Midwives: Safeguarding Life
and well-being’, the event was inaugurat-
ed by the Vice President Ram Sahaya
Prasad Yadav. Organisers representing
Nepal Federation of Indigenous
Nationalities (NEFIN), the only umbrella
organisation of all Indigenous peoples of
Nepal, including Bimal Saru Magar, host-
ed the event throughout.
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In his speech, VP Yadav focused on the
practical implementation of constitution-
al rights for indigenous communities.
“Inclusiveness should not remain limited
to slogans but should be visible as equal
access to the state’s policies, plans,
resources and means,” he said.

Yadav also focused on the role of indig-
enous traditional knowledge and practic-
es in promoting environmental balance
and addressing climate change, calling it a
model for the world. “This knowledge has
today become exemplary for the whole
world in addressing climate change and
environmental balance,” he said.

|_The march included
several indigenous groups
of Nepal, including
Tamang, Kirat, Jirel,
Magar, Newa and Tharu. ]

On the role of the new generation, he
suggested moving forward through educa-
tion, science and technology while pre-
serving its language, culture and identity.

Presenting indigenous identity, lan-
guage, culture and tradition with pride
and as immeasurable property, the event
opened with a welcome dance from the
Sherpa community.

Acting Mayor of Kathmandu Sunita
Dangol, Minister of Energy, Water
Resources and Irrigation of Nepal Biraj
Bhakta Shrestha, and several Members of
Parliament, including Bikram Timalsina,
Ram Bahadur Thapa Badal, former MP
Om Gharti Magar, were present at the
event along with the chairperson of
NEFIN, Nima Lama Hyolmo and UNESCO
representative to Nepal Jaco du Toit.

Opposing the Government’s attempt to
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dissolve the National Foundation for
Development of Indigenous Nationalities
(NFDIN), this year’s national slogan,
‘Protecting the rights already gained is
today’s necessity. Our shared commitment
is to build an inclusive and just Nepal
with identity,’ laid out two distinct
political messages to the assembled crowd
of thousands.

According to Magar, those were: unity
among indigenous peoples despite inter-
nal diversity and safeguarding the
achievements gained for indigenous
peoples, regardless of which government
is in power.

Diversity is inevitably a matter of
immense pride for every Nepali. This
annual programme, which brought togeth-
er thousands of indigenous people on
common ground, was palpable evidence of
how indigenous communities together
build the nation’s cultural, traditional,
and religious integrity along with
ecological wisdom.

”With the recent dispute in Siraha, I
had felt a surge of sadness over the coun-
try’s divided unity,” said Prakriti
Rajbanshi from Rajbanshi Society
Development Committee, Jhapa. “But
coming here, watching all the people in
their traditional attire, brought back the
sense of unity altogether.”

Rajbanshi also shared the challenges of
keeping her community’s identity alive in
Kathmandu. While it has a strong, active
presence in Jhapa, Morang, and Sunsari,
where Rajbanshis make up a significant
share of the population, she said it is diffi-
cult to preserve the traditions in
Kathmandu. “Roughly 15 to 30 members
are here in Kathmandu, and we struggle
with low turnout and engagement.”

She also discussed the importance of
indigenous knowledge and history, and
more stressfully, while acknowledging the
modern world, the need to keep the
traditional attire Patani authentic. “When

people wear a modernised sari instead, I
am simply not happy,” she said. “We
should wear what’s passed down to us
from one generation to the next, so that we
can promote our culture.”

With individual communities’ struggle
to preserve their attire, food and history,
the broader indigenous rights movement
in Nepal grapples with a shared set of
urgent questions. “How do we bring youth
back into language preservation and cul-
tural transmission when migration and
unemployment pull them away from
home? How do indigenous land rights and
ecological knowledge systems, built over
generations, get formally recognised?”

These were the questions raised in the
conversation with Sabnam Lama,
President of Focus for Indigenous Girls
(FIG). She explained her organisation’s
role in this year’s rally, which was a joint
mobilisation bringing together indige-
nous girls, youth and queer community
under the intersectional banner.

“We wanted a diverse, intersectional
message to go out collectively,” she said.
“Our main work has been promoting the
event, disseminating it and bringing
youth together.”

“Besides that, we just want to enjoy it,”
she added.

Lama also spoke about intergeneration-

al collaboration, decolonial organising
and how the conversation around Al can-
not be separated from indigenous sover-
eignty itself.

She pointed to the global expansion
of AI data centres, often built on indige-
nous land and using indigenous water
resources, as a concern that ties directly
into land rights.

“When people see indigenous people, 1
think they should see people who are sov-
ereign, self-governing, and who protect
their nature,” she said. “When it comes to
Al, we have to talk about data centres.
Indigenous people need genuine, unbi-
ased, meaningful, free, prior, and informed
consent in that process.”

At the same time, Lama acknowledged
that AI has become a practical tool within
grassroots organisations itself, even as she
cautioned against uncritical use. “In grass-
roots activism, we do use Al a lot—it makes
urgent work easier,” she said. “Our
approach is to engage critically. Ask wheth-
er it’s genuinely representing us or not.”

This historic depiction of indigenous
unity, knowledge, identity and collective
thought, carried through traditional
rhythms, conversations, songs, dance
steps, was, in the end, proof that diversity
and unity are a shared fact rather than
competing claims.

Summer Love

When:  From August 14

Where:  Kantipur Theatre,
Gairidhara, Kathmandu

Time:  L15pmand5:15pm
(except Wednesdays)

Entry:  Rs300 for students,

Rs500 regular, Rs1,000 special
Duration: 1hour 45 minutes
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‘Summer Love’ to be staged
at Kantipur Theatre from Friday

The stage adaptation turns Bhattarai’s widely read
novel into a live performance.

Actor and filmmaker Arpan

KATHMANDU

Friday, August 14.

and 45 minutes.

stage adaptation of
Subin Bhattarai’s pop-

Produced by Kantipur Film
Academy and directed by Samrat
Bhujel, the play will be staged
twice daily at 1:15 pm and 5:15 pm,
except on Wednesdays. The pro-
duction has a runtime of one hour

Thapa is also part of the cast and
will appear in the role of the
writer from the novel. The actors
portraying the story’s central

ular novel ‘Summer characters, Atit and Saya, have
Love’ is set to open at not yet been revealed and are
antipur Theatre, expected to be introduced during
Gairidhara, Kathmandu, from the premiere.

The production brings
Bhattarai’s widely read romantic
novel to the stage, allowing read-
ers to see how the characters and
scenes they imagined while read-
ing the book have been interpreted
through theatre.

The play marks another literary

adaptation at the theatre, which
previously staged a production
based on Amar Neupane’s novel
Seto Dharti.

“We are incredibly grateful for
the love and support audiences
showed ‘Seto Dharti’. We hope
they will receive ‘Summer Love’
with the same warmth and
enthusiasm,” said Samrat Bhujel,
the director.

According to Kantipur Theatre,
student tickets are priced at Rs300,
regular tickets at Rs500 and special
tickets at Rs1,000. Audiences have
been encouraged to book tickets in
advance due to limited seating.
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